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Overdue Reforms Target Veterans (HONAD)

By John Yaukey

Honolulu Advertjs&pril 14, 2009

WASHINGTGONFor years, government care and benefits for veterans were often hard to get because g
geographic hurdles.

But that may be changing.

Veterans' advocafiesncludig lawmakers and the newly appointed leaders of the Veterans Affaifs 8repa
pushing sweeping reforms in benefits and management practices to modernize the system.

Sen. Daniel AkakaHBwal'i, chairman of the Veterans' Affairs Committeerdimghegisiation that would enhd

education benefits, increase access to medical care and raise income ceilings that cut off access to services.
"This legislation expands insurance programs and sexflivésgcgireases for certain benefiessp§avhich have

not been updated for decades," Akaka said.

All this comes as the VA is facing new challenges dealing with wounded veterans fromdwoamygioimg ed
of extensive medical care.

Almost 40 percent of the veterans who have $egeahih Afghanistan have sought help through the V
system, with 300,000 reporting mental health conditions. Suicides among veterans who saw combat in |
have spiked.

The VA budget is still in its earliest stages, but rotegh @stireacost of some of these reforms reach the
billions of dollars.

Many veterans applaud the reforms but contend that the VA has a long way to go to regain its credibility.

And many say the Obama administration hasn't helped much lately.

Lastmonth, the administration rescinded a proposal to charge insurers for the treatoreTgctédethaabilities
illnesses after it raised hackles among vets.

Meanwhile, according to Senate testimony from top VA officials, waiting pérmdsnenaleseimetimes
months or longer.

Reports by the Government Accountability Office in recent years have concluded that the VA has

problems and failed to implement key recommendations to improve treatment for vedergpedsatievatg Stress

disorder.

"Both veterans and the VA staff have long been done a dissertmerbpuréapcracy that has failed to be K
with Congress and (is) resistant to change," said Sen. Patuyaéiwray, D

Shinseki's Promises

TheVA's new secretary, former Army Gen. Eric Shinseki, has promised to modernize the agency a
delivery of benefits. He has said his top priorities include implementing the new Veterans' Assistance 4
educational benefitsriditary veterans who have served since Sept. 11, 2001.

He has also promised to try to expand benefits to mamyomaldieterans who were excluded under th
administration because they made more than about $30,000 annually.

But perhaps one of thest daunting challenges the VA faces is providing care to veterans who don’
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facilities. This includes a large number of National Guard members and reservists who have served in Iraq and Afc

These service members face challefegestdifom their activey counterparts, who typically return to militar]
and all the support they provide.
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Thomas Loftus, a Vieteamveteran now living in rural Virginia, said VA care, especially for those with compl
injuries, is howaway.

"A threeto fouhour trip can be overwhelming for veterans with traumatic brain injury,” he said. "At a minim
should be commubifiged personnel who can assess veteranstfaarpast stress disorder and traumatic brain injury
Evenfor our veterans needing routine care for conditions like diabetes and high blood pressure, or group theraj
health conditions, they must travel one to two hours."

He suggested that the VA certify healthcare providers to work in coroentaity, leéiaithating at least some of the
travel for veterans.

One idea before Congress includes expanding benefits to cover emergency care for veterans outside the VA

Tammy Duckworth, a helicopter pilot severely wounded in Iraq and opwwasititor @ the VA, told lawmakers
Wed nesday that if the VA "cannot be in every hometown across America, we will find partners who are."

Hawaii Leaders Push For Veteran Care (AP)

Associated Pregguil 14, 2009

HONOLULU (A®)Sweeping reforms to veteran care are being pushed in Washington by officials with Hawaii ti

U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka is promoting legislation that would enhance education benefits, increase access to
and raise inme ceilings that cut off access to services. The senator from Hawaii is now the chairman of the Vete
Committee.

The Veteran Affairs Department's new secretary, former Army Gen. Eric Shinseki, has said one of his toj
expanding adation benefits for military veterans who have served since Sept. 11, 2001. Shinseki is from Kauai.

The nominee for the department's assistant secretary position, Tammy Duckworth, moved to Hawaii when sk
graduated from McKinley High Schtw &idversity of Hawaii.

VA Secretary Embraces 'Personal Calling' Of Serving Veterans (AFPS)

By Donna Miles

American Forces Press SeAprd 14, 2009

WASHINGTONVeterans Affairs Secrefaity K. Shinseki is annasense leader who wants veterans to measure hi
performance and that of the department he leads through concrete results, not rhetoric.

"Veterans have been given a lot of promises over a bunch of years, and | haviesassayeshi@chrheasure us
by our accomplishments, not just the promises," Secretary Shinseki said.

"We have some things to deliver," he added.

Less than two months into the job, Secretary Shinseki is focused on transforming-s&hint; e ipeoieieted
and forwa#doking" department.

"We have committed to putting veterans at the focal point of all that we do here,” he said. "There is only or
exist, and that is to ensure that our veterans who have earned benefits atheisequicgdygeind that it is accessible to
them. It is logical, it is fair and consistent.”

For Secretary Shinseki,~ge38 Soldier who retired in 2003 as Army chief of staff, the mission is extremely perso

Many of the veterans he now serves weralytinbelievable heroes of World War 11" who returned from Europe
the Pacific to provide leadership for the United States, including the military, he said.

"We all stand on their shoulders," Secretary Shinseki said. "We do things togaphairtfiegsianght us how to
do."

But other veterans under VA's charge served alongside Secretary Shinseki or underirhigiemamaat
elsewhere during his military career. For others, Secretary Shinseki was the one who issuedé¢he thaplssnient or
them into harm's way.

"So this is an opportunity for me to give back to the ones | went to war with, and the men and women | ser
said. "It's a way to give back, and | am honored to have that opportunity.”

Secretary Shinsekisgowi of giving back to America's veterans got a solid endorsement yesterday as Presider
Obama, flanked by Secretary Shinseki and Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, reiterated his commitment tc
veterans.

As President Obama announcexivgamt virtual lifetime electronic record that will improve care and servic
transitioning veterans by smoothing the flow of medical records between the Defense and Veterans Affairs dej
president recognized the debt the countrysemasataembers and veterans.
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"We have a sacred trust with those who wear the uniform of the United States of America," he said. "It's a cor
begins in enlistment, and it must never end." But for too long, the United States haatfetlemstrogrif ffoo many
wounded warriors go without the care that they need. Too many veterans don't receive the support that they've
many who once wore our nation's uniform now sleep in our nation's streets. It's time to cliamgé¢oatjivleabutit's
veterans a 2icgntury VA."

President Obama said his fiscal 2010 budget request, which represents thgergastesisgle VA funding in
three decades, will help achieve that goal.

"All told, we will increase funding bili®2®Weér the next five years," he said.

"This is the largest budget request ever put forward by a president,” Secretary Shinseki said. "And | think ve
take great confidence in our president's commitment to veterans,” a commitnsiherfieOfmcth&ieas maintained
consistently as a member of the Senate Affairs Committee, as a presidential candidate, and now as commander in

Congress, too, has strongly supported additional VA funding during the past two years, Secretary Shinseki sa

"So | am pretty optimistic about this budget,” he said. "The dialogue has already begun with key members of (

In an open letter to veterans after taking office, Secretary Shinseki said VA's "best days as an organizatic
veterans ardaad of us."

"We will fulfill President Lincoln's charge to care for ‘him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widov
orphan' by redesigning aletgaeering ourselves for the future,” he wrote.

"I look forward to working togethexlWitA employees to transform our department into an organization that refle
change and commitment our country expects and our veterans deserve," Secretary Shinseki said.

VA Backlog Must Come To Swift End (PJ)

Poughkeepsie (NY) JouAmail 14, 2009

Years after the problem was first identified, wounded veterans returning home from Iraq and Afghanistan &
horrendous waits for their disability claims.

This outrage has to end. The Veterans Affairs system has a backlog of about 800,000 claims. This cften tran:
month waits for veterans to get decisions on their cases. While millions of veterans receive good care through tt
satigked with the coverage, the government has not been able to effectively respond to this new wave of veterans ri
from Irag and Afghanistan. The country has to-douoéttastter.

Specifically, the government has received low margdddydasdirservices for-rasmatic stress disorder that can
afflict veterans returning home from Irag and Afghanistan. U.S-Dimker,Hadtl Bany others have called attention to thi
issue and want to see more funding and an extensiobeoiefiealththis area. Veterans groups also are concerned ab
the suicide and attempted suicide rate of military personnel, many of whom have had multiple deployments
Afghanistan.

The VA is supposed to handle thedagaltieeds of abo@t iillion veterans, including more than 40,000 in Dutche
and Ulster counties. It's an awesome responsibility, and there's no question the Bush administration wasr unprepe
the influx of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans; the VA, in fdctyvittaswestantial budget shortfalls requiring Congress
authorize emergency spending to expedite veteran care.

The new VA secretary, Eric Shinseki, is vowing to reduce the delay in processing veterans' disability claims
additional 1,10taffers to get the job done. Shinseki also wants the VA to move away from paper processing and ¢
electronic claims system, something the Obama administration is advocating for thareatimtenheatjeneral. Here,
the government vgatat create an electronic record that would follow a service member in the military and then throt
system. Now, the departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs have different medical systems, causing needless
too many bureaucratictes.

The president's budget proposal would increase VA spending from $98 billion this fiscal year to $113 billion.
federal stimulus package also includes about $1.4 billion for VA projects, and the Hudson Valley Healthcare Sy:
Adninistration Hospital at Castle Point will receive $8.22 million of that for upgrades and renovations, slicé as roof
repairs.

These are positive steps, yet about 50,000 veterans are still waiting for the VA to process theirrahdiins. Tha
increase as more troops return-huomess the government gets a better handle on the situation now.

WAMU Airs Audio Of VA Incident (WP)
By Ed O' Keefe
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Washington Ppaipril 13, 2009
Washington public radio station WAMU this morning aired audio of an exchange that took place last Tt

between one of its reporters and a VA Hospital public affairs officer that resulted in the cepligestsorecdriting
equipment.

Officials from Washington's VA Medical Center on Friday returned the audio flash drive they had taken !
reporter David Schultz, claiming he neither properly identified himself nor obtained the conyen¢forenspeatassa
with Army veteran Tommie Canady a VA advisory committee meeting.

The VA begins an internal "top to bottom" investigation of the incident today to see "what lessons can be lea
experience," according to VA spokeswomarbkese Ro

Listen to Schultz's full report here and read the exchange after the jump.

Schultz starts his report by stating that he invited Canady out into the hallway to further discuss his situation.

Canady speaking to Schultz: "I'd really like todeNlyale gtory. It really makes the whole thing."

Schultz: "I don't mind at all.”

Canady told Schultz that he was forced out of the Army "by a racist captain” and was homeless for three year:

At this point, public affairs officer Gloria Hairston aBpladizhasd Canady:

Hairston: "I can't allow you to use this. | can't.”

Schultz: "I'm going to use this. | mean he's he's..."

Hairston speaking to Canady: "OK you can't talk anymore. | can't do it sir. You can't do it."

Schultz speaking to Canady: "Yewhaght to talk if you want to talk."

Canady speaking to Hairston: "Who are you? I'm just saying. I'm just, just tell me who you are."

Hairston: "I'm Gloria Hairston public affairs here at the medical center."

Canady: "Are you telling me | have takegmith shut?”

Hairston: "No | didn't say that you have to keep your mouth shut. You don't have to keep your mouth shut."

Canady: "Well then why are you telling me | can't do this interview? You hear this guys? | can't do anything."

At this point, the audkcorder picks up the sound of Hairston walking away.

Canady: "No, | heard her you say she's gonna...[inaudible]... seize this tape. Well if she want it, I'm going t
hand she'd better not try to seize it. And | mean it. Or elsg yohaegtinphysically touch me and I don't think..."

Schultz: "Well let's calm down here..."

Schultz then reports that Canady continued to share his opinions on patient care at the District's VA medical c

"They don't get the proper care theposeipo by the nurses. I've spent months in here, some of these guys ¢
years in here. We know exactly what goes on in this hospital, and they hide it. It's time for it to contgsost to the
sad."

Canady then alleges that hospital staffeasist:

"These Black guys they can't get their benefits like the White guys. Count the numbers and you'll see what ||
come in here. Everyone one of them, they go through the same thing we do. Got a higher percentage than we dc
us don't even have a percentage and we file before they did. Doctors have given me 100 percent from California
D.C. and | still have not received my money. At last count it was almost $800,000 and these people have not paid

Atthat point, Schultz reports, Hairston returns with security guards and asks for his equipment, promising
audio on the flash card. Schultz eventually handed it over, but none of the audio was erased.

VA Returns Seized Recording To WAMU (RBR)

Radio Business Repépril 13, 2009

WAMLFM DC reports The Department of Veterans Affairs is conducting an official review of why its workers
the equipment of and detained WAMU reportehUlavaft8che spoke to a vet at a public meeting (4/13/09 RBR #71).

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki has ordered a top to bottom review of last week's incident in which VA guards cc
equipment of and detained WAMU 88.5 reporter David Sahdént iappened when Schultz tried to interview a veter:
at a town hall meeting at D.C.'s VA hospital. The VA agreed late Friday to return the device to WAMU without :
attached for its use.

As David Schultz reports, the incident sparkedahdistussion over freedom of the press and a patient's righ
privacy.



http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2009/04/post_6.html?hpid=news-col-blog
http://www.rbr.com/radio/13973.html

"We want to do a-topottom review in order to learn what happened, why it happened, and what lessons can b
from the experience,” VA spokeswoman Katie Robesatstsagiant. "We need to grow from this incident in order
determine how we can better provide media access while supporting the privacy of our Veterans."

The internal investigation will explore the actions taken by security guards andfamsptétpuldiorsd Hairston,
who confiscated the sound card from David Schultz's digital recorder during a town hall meeting at the .hospital Tue
Meanwhile, Barbara Cochran President]TdRadsion News Directors Association, firedteffta Tte VA

condemning the act.

IRAGAFGHANISTAMETS

Police: Irag A Factor In PR Soldier's Suicide (AP)

Associated Pee#\pril 14, 2009

SAN JUAN, Puerto Ri¢osoldier who had told his family he did not want to return to Iraq apparently killed hirr
Puerto Rican motel days before he was to join his unit and head back to the war zone, policesaddddayterritory

Army Spc. Nokware Rosado Munoz, 28, had been arguing with his pregnant wife about his upcoming redeplc
hanging himself Sunday, said Lt. Edilberto Rivera Santiago, director of the police homicide division in the San J
Bayamon.

"They were having problems because he had been activated again,” Rivera said.

Rosado was scheduled to rejoin his unit at Fort Bliss, Texas, this week, before moving on to Iraq.

The soldier's motirdaw, Migdalia Estrada, was quoted by newsgddpevo Dia as saying that Rosado was
receiving psychiatric treatment stemming from a previous Iraq deployment.

"He had said to my daughter that he didn't want to go back to Iraq,” Estrada said. "I don't understand how tt
him back if he wass/img problems.”

An Army official in San Juan, Felix Santiago, said the military was cooperating with Puerto Rican auth
investigation. Officials in Fort Bliss had no immediate comment.

Suicides in the Army have increased yearly since @d@Fsadesl with longer and repeated tours in Iragq an
Afghanistan. The Army had its highest rate of suicide on record in 2008 with at least 129 confirmed cases.

Mental Health Services Offered To Veterans (Gll)

By Tracy Overstreet

Grand Island (NE) IndepenAenit 13, 2009

A cuttingdge mental health treatment is coming to area veterans.

Virtual reality equipment was installed last week ial theatttectinic at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Gra
Island.

Psychologist Dr. Krista Krebs, who specializes in posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) said the equipment v
midlevel PTSD treatments. She and the equipment arerpasesfin mental health services the VA has been adding si
2006.

The equipment can depict war sounds or war scenes to aid an ailing soldier in addressing the traumas encot
active duty.

About 50 percent of returning veterans meetighef @TSD or are experiencing its symptoms, Krebs said.

The first element of having PTSD is having been expcotaa &tenilifg event.

Next the veteran may have:

0 Reexperiencidgmeaning things that occurred during active duty keep cdmongtbagihtmares or innocuous
things in the environment triggering bad memories.

0 Hypearousab a conti nual high tension, anxiety and irr

0 Avoidancd Making attempts to or staying away from uneosifodtdmhs that remind the soldier of active duty
This could even be avoiding crowded places such as restaurants or shopping centers or an attempt to shut down
trust people and not connect with people.

Altbés a pret tyebsdadvast ating di sorder, 0

U.S. Sen. Mike Johanns, who conducted a special veterans roundtable meeting in Grand Island this past we¢
is common, but not all vets are getting services for it.
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I n many cases, the veteran isnd6ét aware service i

Veterans fRairs spokesman Will Ackerman said when he first returned home in 2006 from active duty in B;
thought he was fine. His wife, however, noticed changes. She urged him to get a mental health check, where he |
an adjustment disordernitgito civilian life.

Work with VA mental health practitioners helped him reconnect with his family, friends and daily stateside rout

There are three basic types of treatment for PTSD, Krebs said.

The least intensive treatment includes basic awhR®b and its coping mechanisms.

A midevel treatment involves reliving and facing the trauma in eitpeoaeggiity¢herapy or proleex@osure
therapy. Confronting the tr&umaich can be done with the new virtual reality egjuipokertb change the emotion,
Krebs said.

AnThey are very powerful, but they are very scary
we | et people know of the potential payoff .o

The most intensive treatment is through restdemeittootstate that combines awareness and confrontation in
six to eightveek program, she said.

PTSD isndét just seen in returning vets of currer
age and used their statesat®& for decades as a method of avoidance in confronting PTSD.

The first three to four sessions are the hardest, she said, but success rates stand at more than 80 perce
treatment.

Technique Helps Those With PTSD Sleep Again (GFT)

By Eric Newhse

Great Falls (MT) Tribupril 14, 2009

SALT LAKE CI®YAt a recent mental health conference in the Salt Palace, a Utah National Guardsman desc!
he finlly learned to sleep again.

It's a simple technique that the Veterans Administration has tested in Salt Lake City and found effective fc
disorders and for postimatic stress disorder.

"When they told me about-imaidg bridging,’ | thoufby were blowing smoke because it was so simple,” Sgt.
Class Kip Day of Salt Lake City said last week.

"But it works," he added.

The system developed by Dr. Stanley Block and described in his book, "Come To Your Senses," involv
touchingseeing and smelling your environment instead of wrestling with your thoughts.

"That's a grounding technique that's common to a number of therapies," noted Steve Allen, a VA psychologist

Day said he returned from an intense tour of duty 200@& and had severe nightmares every night for the next
years.

"Drugs didn't work for me," he said. "They just made my dreams worse.

"But the first night | tried the program, | began listening to the clock in my room as a way t®gyp. ttrbkeep," sa
very first night, | slept and didn't dredrich was amazing to me.

"The next night, | had a funny dream and woke up laughing," Day said. "I even woke my wife up with my laugt

To test whether the therapy was effective, the VA ®oktlb@leep disorders, many of whom also had symptoms
PTSD, and broke them into two random groups, said Rich Landward, a licensed clinical social worker fotythe VA in

One group received four sessions of sleep hygiene: medicalhad\vicelorno sleep better, things like not drinking
caffeine in the evening or trying to sleep in front of a television set.

"There was some sleep improvement with this group, but not nearly as much as the bridging the mind and
Landward said.

"We told them to tune into their srsght, sound, hearing, smell, touch," Landward said. "We told them to liste
fan at bedtime or concentrate on feeling the sheets.

"When you do that, the busy mind takes a break and lets the tendedmtih@explained.

A second aspect of the therapy is a variation of the Serenity Prayer: "God grant me the serenity to accep
cannot change, the courage to change the things | can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”

"People develop regonents for the way we expect life to operate, but when that fails to materialize, the body te
the mind races," Landward said. "When you become aware of what triggered that tenseness and mental clutter, y
your requirements.



http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20090413/NEWS01/904130303/1002/RSS

"That witeduce the tense body and cluttered mind," said Landward.

Vets using the mimatly bridging technique showed a 20 percent improvement after the first week and 28
improvement following the second week, compared with the sleep hygiene rguedpbyat3inapd 15 percent
respectively.

"Our tests showed that #maaty bridging showed a significant impact on vets' ability tarseppsst,” said
Landward.

Landward said that while both groups showed improvement in sleepinginghiatthédbealeep hygiene group
showed no significant improvement in PTSD while the bridging group did.

In fact, the VA in Salt Lake City has begun producing a series of DVDs entitled "Come To Your Senses" that
through the therapy.

VA dficials at Fort Harrison were not available last week to discuss whether they are using similar procedure
used in at least one VA hospital in Massachusetts, said Block.

Day said the therapy has given him help across the board,ste¢juptetitbms.

"l had a huge problem with alcohol as soon as | got back from Irag," he said. "I was drinking a fifth and a half :

He said the system stopped his alcohol problems and also has allowed him to stop taking large doses of Pro
prescribed for him.

"I had PTSD withtbéchart anxiety symptoms, but this has really helped me get it under control," said Day. "l |
has saved my life."

Block, a psychiatrist who is affiliated with the University of Utah, saicehigeberayydifferently from conventional
procedures.

"As therapists, we generally practice addition systems," he said. "We try to add information to fix people.

"But minbody bridging is based on subtraction,” he said. "It assumes we're alraadyitothpletentity system
that tenses our bodies and confuses our thinking.

"If we slow that identity system down, we find we can heal ourselves," said Block.

Block said mibddy bridging techniques also have been utilized on domestic vioence offender

In an article published by the "Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment and Trauma" earlier this year, Block and fc
concluded that 93 percent of the 88 offenders in their program finished the training and that just 7 pefftera had rec
27month folleup period.

"Since that paper was published, we've extendeduqupésltmhfor another year," he said. "And we've found only
percent recidivism rate over three and a half years."

Desert Storm Veteran Works To Prevent Solligcgles (APC)

By Steve Wideman

Appleton (W) P&sescentApril 13, 2009

APPLETOSI Scott Adler listened helplessly as the sound of a single gunshot filled théetsgpp@ue loeing held
by a desk sergeant at Fort Stewart, Ga., in June 2001.

Nausea overwhelmed thgeat Army veteran as Adler, who now lives in Appleton, realized he just heard his be
and fellow military police officer commit suicide.

Overa threg/ear period, Adler experienced the suicides of five fellow soldiers, a fall into deep depression, anx
and, eventually, a 100 percent disability classification by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

"Those suicides eat away at me ewghyAdler, 37, said after he traveled in March to Washington, D.C., whe
persuaded U.S. Sen. Russ Feingdiddl@ton, to introduce into the Congressional Record a series of proposals to pr
growing number of military suicides.

Adler's passitm attend a special Senate hearing on skyrocketing military suicides ignited when he read of Arn
showing 143 soldier suicides in 2008 and more than 48 this year.

"In January, 24 soldiers took their own lives. The number of soldicnkillas iovaer than those who committed
suicide," Adler said. "To say | was upset would be an understatement. | was furious. It was like a flashback for me.
Adler is officially unemployable due to-csemmeted mental disabilities, but he volntéatisnal Alliance on
Mental lliness Fox Valley offering support for a fledgling group of returning war veterans suffering from mental issu

Adler is working with NAMI project coordinator Sandy Pharis to develop a pilot program, to be& anveiled
statewide veterans issues conference in Madison, for the state's 35 NAMI chapters to deal with mental concerns o

"We expect to receive a lot more inquires for help as soldiers return from the wars," Pharis said.
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Adler said his commitmehelging members of the military is based on a set of military principles called the '
Ethos."

The principles state a soldier will always place his mission first, never accept defeat, never quit and, most
Adler, never leave a fallemamgrbehind.

Adler said the concept of never leaving a fellow soldier behind extends far beyond a commitment to remove f
dead or alive, from the battlefield.

"The goal of my proposals presented for the Congressional Record is tosoldier siite mental issues is left
behind," Adler said.

Those proposals focus on suicide prevention instructicievier lkeadership, including drill sergeants in basic an
advanced training as well as similar instruction at the U.S. Miljtat\#esideoint, military officer candidate schools an
the Army's medic school at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

Adler also wants changes in the military's Uniform Code of Military Justice preventing separation from military
lessthanhonorableistharge because of infractions not readily connected to mental concerns.

"That can block access to VA services and benefits," Adler said. "Soldiers who served in a combat zone dc
that."

Desert Storm Veteran Works To Prevent Soldiers' SWGHES/APC)

By Steve Wideman , Appleton (WQrEssent

Green Bay (WI) Press Gazgid 13, 2009

APPLETOSI Scott Adler listened helplessly as the sawmbte gunshot filled the earpiece of a telephone being h:
by a desk sergeant at Fort Stewart, Ga., in June 2001.

Nausea overwhelmed thgeht Army veteran as Adler, who now lives in Appleton, realized he just heard his be
and fellow nalhy police officer commit suicide.

Over a thregear period, Adler experienced the suicides of five fellow soldiers, a fall into deep depression, anx
and, eventually, a 100 percent disability classification by the Department of. Veterans Affairs

"Those suicides eat away at me every day," Adler, 37, said after he traveled in March to Washington, D.(
persuaded U.S. Sen. Russ Feingdidd@ton, to introduce into the Congressional Record a series of proposals to pr
growing nurabof military suicides.

Adler's passion to attend a special Senate hearing on skyrocketing military suicides ignited when he read of /
showing 143 soldier suicides in 2008 and more than 48 this year.

"In January, 24 soldiers took theivesviThe number of soldiers killed in action was lower than those who com
suicide," Adler said. "To say | was upset would be an understatement. | was furious. It was like a flashback for me.

Adler is officially unemployable due to-cem®eediental disabilities, but he volunteers at National Alliance
Mental lliness Fox Valley offering support for a fledgling group of returning war veterans suffering from mental issu

Adler is working with NAMI project coordinator Sandy Pharisatpildéy@siogram, to be unveiled in May at a
statewide veterans issues conference in Madison, for the state's 35 NAMI chapters to deal with mental concerns o

"We expect to receive a lot more inquires for help as soldiers return froarithgarears,” Ph

Adler said his commitment to helping members of the military is based on a set of military principles called
Ethos."

The principles state a soldier will always place his mission first, never accept defeat, never daittdiod, most
Adler, never leave a fallen comrade behind.

Adler said the concept of never leaving a fellow soldier behind extends far beyond a commitment to remove f
dead or alive, from the battlefield.

"The goal of my proposals presentedGoantressional Record is to make sure no soldier with mental issues i
behind," Adler said.

Those proposals focus on suicide prevention instructicievier leadarship, including drill sergeants in basic an
advanced training as well as simstfaiction at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, military officer candidate sch
the Army's medic school at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

Adler also wants changes in the military's Uniform Code of Military Justice preventing seyesatidodneithrailit
lessthanhonorable discharge because of infractions not readily connected to mental concerns.

"That can block access to VA services and benefits,” Adler said. "Soldiers who served in a combat zone dc
that."
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Vet Devotes Timi@ Suicide Prevention/FRVIVGreen Bay, WI (4/13, 5:00 p.m. CT) broadcast that Adler, w
ARis returnyngfivootbD€oafdesdlmi tted a suicide preven

| ast mont h. This week, hedbés fighting for more rig
Soldiers' Stress: What Doctors Get Wrong About PTSD (SCIAMER)
By David @bbs

Scientific Americ&pril 14, 2009

In 2006, soon after returning from military service in Ramadi, Iraqg, during the bloodiest period of the war,
Stevens of theewhont National Guard began to have a problem with PT-8Byroatmostress disorder. Stevens's
problem was not that he had PTSD. It was that he began to have doubts about PTSD: the condition was real en
diagnosis he saw it being velddy dangerously, overextended.

Stevens led the medics tending an armored brigade of 800 soldiers, and his team patched together Gls anc
almost every day. He saw horrific things. Once home, he said he had his share of "nighis areerewdulcbke clear
| wasn't going to sleep again."”

He was not surprised: "l would expect people to have nightmares for a while when they came back." But as h
his unit in the U.S., he saw troops greeted by both a larger enéidieandliaure especially in the Veterans Administratic
(VA) that seemed reflexively to view bad memories, nightmares and any other sign of distress as an indicator of P’

"Clinicians aren't separating the few who really have PTSD from thoperighoiragettemgs like depression or
anxiety or social and reintegration problems or who are just taking some time getting over it," Stevenssayg. He wa
of these men and women are being pulled into a treatment and disability neigentleetmairvalldelfilling vision of a
brain rewired, a psyche permanently haunted.

Stevens, now a major and still on reserve duty while he works as a physician's assistant, is far from alone in v
the reach of PTSD. Over the past firgeoyeso, a losgmmering academic debate over PTSD's conceptual basis &
incidence has begun to boil over. It is now splitting the practice of trauma psychology and roiling nabtary cult
originally raised by military historians andsycf@hogists are now advanced by a broad array of experts indeed, gial
psychology, psychiatry and epidemiology. They include Columbia University's Robert L. Spitzer and Michael
oversaw the last two editions of the American Psdtatticn’sDiagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.
DSMil and DSW; Paul McHugh, former chair of Johns Hopkins University's psychiatry department; Michigan Stat
epidemiologist Naomi Breslau; and Harvard Universityigbsyicialrd J. McNally, a leading authority in the dynamics
memory and trauma and perhaps the most forceful of the critics. The diagnostic criteria for PTSD, theyliygsert, rep
outdated construct that has been badly overstretchiematirtbigt mistakes depression, anxiety or even normal adjustn
for a unique and especially stubborn ailment.

This quest to scale back the definition of PTSD and its application stands to affect the expenditureha billions
diagnosticadmework of psychiatry, the effectiveness of a huge treatment and disability infrastructure, and, most in
mental health and future lives of hundreds of thousands of U.S. combat veterans and other PTSD patients. Stanc
of reform isonventional wisdom, deep cultural resistance and foundational concepts of trauma psychology. Nevel
time, as Spitzer recently argued, to "save PTSD from itself."

Casting a Wide Net

The overdiagnosis of PTSD, critics say, shows in thestautimigeveith the seminal study of PTSD prevalence, tr
1990 National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Survey (NVVRS). The NVVRS covered more than 1,000 male V
1988 and reported that 15.4 percent of them had PTSD at the time and tred 3affezeckittat some point since the
war. That 31 percent has been the standard estimate of PTSD incidence among veterans ever since.

In 2006, however, Columbia epidemiologist Bruce P. Dohrenwend, hoping to resolve nagging questions abt
reworked the numbers. When he had culled the poorly documented diagnoses, he found that the 1988 rate was
the lifetime rate 18 percent.

McNally shares the general admiration for Dohrenwend's careful work. Soon after it was puldishid, howe
asserted that Dohrenwend's numbers were still too high because he counted as PTSD cases those veterans v
subdiagnostic symptoms, people rated as "generally functioning pretty well." If you included only those suffe
signficant impairment" the level generally required for diagnosis and insurance compensation in most melhtal illnes
yet further, to 5.4 percent at the time of the survey and 11 percent lifetime. It was not one in three veterans w
developed PTSD, but one in nine and only one in 18 had it at any given time. The NVVRS, in other words, apj
overstated PTSD rates in Vietnam vets by almost 300 percent.
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"PTSD is a real thing, without a doubt,” McNally says. "But asPa 8iBdmesisecome so flabby and overstretched,
so much a part of the culture, that we are almost certainly mistaking other problems for PTSD and thus mistreating

The idea that PTSD is overdiagnosed seems to contradict reports of resistarycarnd the Wi to recognizing
PTSD denials of PTSD diagnoses and disability benefits, military clinicians discharging soldiers insteatiaof treatir
disturbing increase in suicides among veterans of the Middle East wars. Yet the dngistesmidS laeeVA's PTSD
caseload has more than doubled since 2000, mostly because of newly diagnosed Vietham veterans. The pot
response to current soldiers and recent vets, with some being pulled quickly into PTSD treatmerngaddoothers c
denied, may be the panicked stumbling of an overloaded system.

Overhauling both the diagnosis and the VA's care system, critics say, will ensure better care for genuine PTS
well as those being misdiagnosed. But tHeewefddneface fierce opposition. "This argument,” McNally notes, "tend:
really piss some people off." Veterans send him threedsi@pleagues accuse him of dishonoring veterans, dismiss
suffering, discounting the costs of war. Dean G. Kijpaweckityaof South Carolina traumatologist and former presider
the Inter national Society for Traumatic Stress Studies (ISTSS), once essentially called McNally a liar.

A Problematic Diagnosis

The DSNV, the most recent edition (published in 1885, RIESD as the presence of three symptom cluster
reexperiencing via nightmares or flashbacks; avoidance by numbing or withdrawal;, and hyperarousal, eviden
insomnia, aggression or poor concentration that arise in respethsatenedifevent [To see related sidebar please
purchase the digital edition].

The construction of this definition is suspect. To start with, the link to a traumatic event, which makes PTSD
among complex psychiatric diagnoses in beingydafireeddonal cause, also makes it uniquely problematic, for the t
really to the memory of an event. When PTSD was first added fonthE9BEGNraumatic memories were considered
reasonably faithful recordings of actual events. But asimesetireh has repeatedly shown, memory is spectacula
unreliable and malleable. We routinely add or subtract people, details, settings and actions to and from our n
conflate, invent and edit.

In one study by Washington University mematyereBézabeth F. Loftus, one out of four adults who were told t
were lost in a shopping mall as children came to believe it. Some insisted the event happened even after the ruse
Subsequently, bounteous research has confirmed tis&t swhdakés are common [see "Creating False Memories,"
Elizabeth F. Loftus; Scientific American, September 1997].

Soldiers enjoy no immunity from this tendency. A 1990s study at the New Haven, Conn., VA hospital askec
veterans about thepeariences a month after their return and again two years later. The researchers asked about :
types of potentially traumatic events, such as witnessing deaths, losing friends and seeing people disfigQred. Twc
percent of the veteragorted at least one traumatic event they had not mentioned a month after returning, and 2
reported at least three such events for the first time. And the veterans recounting the most "new memories" als
most PTSD symptoms.

To McNBJ, such results suggest that some veterans experienosef"'RRESD may be attributing symptoms of
depression, anxiety or other subtle disorders to a memory that has been elaborated and given new significa
unconsciously fabricated.

"Thishas nothing to do with gaming or working the system or consciously looking for sympathy,” McNally say
this: we cast our lives in terms of narratives that help us understand them. A vet who's having a difficudt life ma
trauma, whichay or may not have actually traumatized him, and everything makes sense."

To make the diagnosis of PTSD more rigorous, some have suggested that blood chemistry, brain imaging .
might be able to detect physiological signatures of th&aliserdierdies of stress hormones in groups of PTSD patie
show differences from normal subjects, but the overlap between the normal and the PTSD groups is huge, ma
profiles useless for diagnostics. Brain imaging has similar limithécadsnavmal dynamics in PTSD heavily overlappir
those of depression and anxiety.

With memory unreliable and biological markers elusive, diagnosis depends on clinical symptoms. But as a ¢
starkly showed, the symptom profile for PTS[ppergsas the wolkdbiomarkers. J. Alexander Bodkin, a psychiatrist &
Harvard's McLean Hospital, screened 90 clinically depressed patients separately for PTSD symptoms and for
compared the results. First he and a colleague usedliaestasude@ening interview to assess symptoms. Then two otl
PTSD diagnosticians, ignorant of the symptom reports, used another standard interview to see which patie
experienced trauma fitting-VSiviteria.
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If PTSD arose from trauma, thengsatvith PTSD symptoms should have histories of trauma, and those with t
should show more PTSD. It was not so. Although the symptom screens rated 70 of the 90 patients positive for PT:
screens found only 54 who had suffered trautizgntsed PTSD "cases" outnumbered those who had experien
traumatic events. Things got worse when Bodkin compared the diagnoses one on one. If PTSD required traum:
traumaexposed patients should account for most of theptsiBV&S Patits. But the PTS{Inptomatic patients were
equally distributed among the t@asitize and the traumegative groups. The PTSD rate had zero relation to the trau
rate. It was, Bodkin observed, "a scientifically unacceptable situation."

More practilty as McNally points out, "To give the best treatment, you have to have the right diagnosis."

The most effective treatment for patients whose symptoms arise from traudased ecqystitaehavioral
therapy (CBT), which concentrates on takeregponse to a specific traumatic memory by repeated, controlled expos
it. "And it works," McNally says. "If someone with genuine PTSD goes to the people who do this really well, the
chance of getting better." CBT for depressiatnagh, teaches the patient to recognize dysfunctional loops of though
emotion and develop new responses to normatigyesemts. "If a depressed person takes on a PTSD interpretatio
their troubles and gets exptssed CBT, you're gamgniss the boat,” McNally says. "You're going to spend your ti
chasing this memory down instead of dealing with the way the patient misinterprets present events."

To complicate matters, recent studies showing that traumatic brain injuriestfocoramb ble®ng soldiers in
Iraq, produce symptoms almost indistinguishable from PTSD. One more overlapping symptom set.

"The overlap issue worries me tremendously,” says Gerald M. Rosen, a University of Washington psychia
worked extensivelith PTSD patients. "We have to ask how we got here. We have to ask ourselves, 'What do v
having this diagnosis?"

Disabling Conditions

Rosen is thinking of clinicians when he asks about gain. But what does a veteran gain with a BMaildiagnosi
hope, of course, that it grants access to effective treatment and support. This is not happening. In @viiadgpopulat
of PTSD patients respond to treatment. But as psychologist Christopher Frueh, who researched aiie tv&ated PT
from the early 1990s until 2006, notes, "In the two largest VA studies of combat veterans, neither showétsa treatm
getting PTSD treatment from the VA are no more likely to get better than they would on their own."

The reason, Fruelys, is the collision of the PTSD construct's vagaries with the VA's disability system, in wh
benefit seems structured to discourage recovery.

The first benefit is health care. PTSD is by far the easiest mental health diagnosis tefhvaeaewated," s
designation that often means the difference between little or no care and broad, lasting health coveragds&ervice ¢
makes a vet eligible for monthly disability payments of up to $3,000. That link may explainswgettimgpd? V8ie
treatment from the VA report worsening symptoms until they are designated 100 percent disabled at which point 1
mental health services drops by 82 percent. It may also help explain why, although the risk ohfT S friotncgsraum
as time passes, the number of Vietham veterans applying for PTSD disability almost doubled between 1999 anc
total PTSD disability payments to more than $4 billion annually.

Perhaps most disastrously, these payments cupntihyeware sick. For unlike a vet who has lost a leg, a vet v
PTSD loses disability benefits as soon as he recovers or starts working. The entire system seems designed to enc
disability. "In the several years | spent in VA PTSBraéhicays, "I can't think of a single PTSD patient who left treatr
because he got better. But the problem is not the veterans. The problem is that the VA's disability systela, which
now, ignores all the intervening research werésilterme, on the power of expectancy, and on the effects of incentive:
disincentives. Sometimes | think they should just blow it up and start over." But with what?

Richard A. Bryant, an Australian PTSD researcher and clinician, suggeytstendisedditike that in place Down
Under. An Australian soldier injured in combat receives a lifelong "noneconomic" disability payment of $300 to $1,
the injury keeps him from working, he also gets an "incapacity” paymentramwelbas jobljp finding work. Finally a
crucial feature he retains all these benefits for two years once he goes back to work. After that, incapaaérgaymen
over five years. But noneconomic payments a kind of financial Purple KeaviecoAtmallike all Australians, the soldier
gets free lifetime health care. Australian vets come home to an utterly different support system fronolouttseyheirs is
can climb. Ours is ath@nging "safety net" liable to trap anyoaksvimo f

Two Ways to Carry a Rifle

When a soldier comes home, he must try to reconcile his war experience with the person he was beforeh
society and family he returns to. He must engage in what psychologist Rachel Yehuda, who réseBrames\PT SD ai
Hospital, calls "recontextualization” the process of integrating trauma into normal experience. It is whas we all ¢
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scales, when we suffer breakups, job losses or the deaths of loved ones. Initially the event seleensiorimpjossible a
slowly we accept the trauma as part of the complex context that is life.

Major Matt Stevens recognizes that this adjustment can take time. Even after two years at home, the war stil
dreams. Sometimes, for instance, he draanesis doing something completely normal while carrying his combat rifle
night 1 dreamt | was-hiadching with my wife. When we saw a bird, she would lift her binoculars, and | would lift m
watch the bird through the scope. No dfishgloting it. Just how | looked at the birds."

It would be easy to read Stevens's dream as a symptom of PTSD, expressing fear, hypervigilance and avo
can also be seen as demonstrating his success in recontextualizing his expegetice mmanonbo once used a gun
with the man who no longer does.

Saving PTSD from itself, Spitzer, McNally, Frueh and other critics say, will require a similar shift seeing mos
distress not as a disorder but as part of normal, if pagfdihise@rnaround will involve, for starters, revising the rubric
diagnosing PTSD currently under review for the Nedu®&Mbe published in 2012 so it accounts for the unreliabilit
memory and better distinguishes depression, anxiepiaricom true PTSD. Mental health evaluations need sim
revisions so they can detect genuine cases without leading patients to impose trauma narratives on other r
problems. Finally, Congress should replace the VA's disability spsevidemitkased approach that removes
disincentives to recovery and even go the extra mile and give all combat veterans, injured or not, lifetime health ca

These changes will be hard to sell in a culture that resists any suggestion thatdfi8éniservenadnevitable,
consequence of combat. Mistaking its horror for its prevalence, most people assume PTSD is epidemic, ignoring
the contrary.

The biggest longitudinal study of soldiers returning from Iraq, led by VA reshkélittesr &ichpeblished in 2007,
seemed to confirm that we should expect a high incidence of PTSD. It surveyed combat troops immediately c
deployment and again about six months later and found around 20 percent symptomaticdlly Bat uskhasdP TS
reporting symptoms in the first survey, half had improved by the second survey, and many who first claimed few o
later reported serious symptoms. How many of the early "symptoms" were just normal adjustment? édow mar
symptoms were the imposition of a trauma narrative onto other problems?

Stevens, for one, is certain these screens are mistaking many going through normal adjustment as dangero
PTSD. Even he, though functioning fine at work and h@oaetpdsicored positive in both surveys; he is, in other wor
one of the 20 percent at risk. Finally, and weirdly, both screens missed about 75 percent of those who letually sot
a finding that raises further doubts about the evakmiracy. Yet this study received prominent media covera
emphasizing that PTSD rates were probably being badly undercounted.

A few months later another study the first to track large numbers of soldiers through the wars in Iraq and
provide@ clearer and more consistent picture. Led by U.S. Navy researcher Tyler Smith and published in the Br
Journal, the study monitored mental health and combat exposure in 50,000 U.S. soldiers from 2001 to 2006. TF
took particularreao tie symptoms to types of combat exposure. Among some 12,000 troops who went to Iraq or A
4.3 percent developed diagleesissymptoms of PTSD. The rate ran about 8 percent in those with combat exposul
percent in those not exposed.

These numbers are about a quarter of the rates Milliken found. But they are a close match to PTSD rates s
Irag War vets and to rates McNally calculated for Vietham veterans. The contrast to the Milliken studytealong with 1
withBritish rates and with McNally's NVVRS calculation, should have made the Smith study big news. Yet the med
the trauma psychology community almost completely ignored the study. "The silence,” McNally wryly noted, "was c

This silenamay be merely a matter of good news going unremarked. Yet it supports McNally's contention that
cultural obsession with trauma. The selective attention also supports the assertion by military historian and PT
Shephard that Amerisadiety itself gained something from the creation of the PTSD diagnosis in the late 1970s: &
war's costs that, by transforming warriors into victims, lets us declare our recognition of war's horrosemdirgpsolves
them for we weretiviized, too, fooled into supporting a war we later regretted. We should recognize war's horror.
feel the soldier's pain. But to impose on a distressed soldier the notion that his memories are inescapable, tha
strength to incorperais past into his future, is to highlight our moral sensitivity at the soldier's expense.

PTSD exists. Where it exists we must treat it. But our cultural obsession with PTSD has magnified and fir
become the thing itself a prolonged faibmextualize and accept our own collective aggression. It may be our own p
neurosis.



Remains Of Five US Soldiers Killed In Iraq Arrive At Diea@BS Evening Ne@/13, story 8, 0:30,
Couricproadcast that tleemains diversoldiers from the 4th Infantry Division in Fort Carson, ColoradoSumdayflown
finight to Dover Air Force Base in Dala@Bf®, which showed footage of the arrival cererdonyt Hota t  Welee s ¢
killed Friday in a suicide truck bombing in Mosul,

Recognitions (JE)

Juneau (AK) Empiril 13, 2009

Douglas Schwarz, 39, a former Juneau resident and Air Force veteran from Greenacres, Fla., participatec
National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic held March 29 to April 3 in Snowmass Village. Schwarafis a con
the Gulf War, Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, and is among more than 350 U.S. Military veterans an
personnel from across the nation who gathereed in Snowmass Village to learn or improve upon their skilis in wints
than 65%ctive duty military personnel and veterans from operations in Irag and Afghanistan are participating in tf
year. Many are sill recovering in military treatment facilities. Schwarz receives care at the VA mediceBeadity in We
Fla.

Military Vets Find Difficulty Paying For Health Care (KGTV)

KGTVIV San Diego, G¥pril 13, 2009

SAN DIEG®@It's another sign of the current state of the eaoooengnd more mijiteeterans are asking for help.

Judy, a phone operator, is one of the first people military veterans talk to when they need help, and it seems |
is ringing more often at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in La Jolla.

The staff at the VA pita8 said more veterans are calling because they are finding it tougher to pay for hee
because they either cannot afford it or they lost a job and their benefits.

Richard Randolph of the VA Medical Center said, "Just talking to veteittsnoagérgdayhere.”

Hospital administrators said the vets are looking for a hardship waiver, which would allow them to qualify for
coverage from the VA.

Last year, only 42 waiver requests were made.

However, in the first four months®ftRB0O/A has already received more than 120 requests, and officials said
might be a lot more out there.

"And a lot of them are embarrassed about it and they don't want people to know," said Linette Baker,
administrator at the VA Meddargkr. "They're used to being thenbnead and doing what they need to do for our countr
and for their families and now they're coming in and they have to admit they can't do it anymore."

The VA said it could help but only after a vet comesthatigeipsugh economy.

"Don't be afraid to come and ask the basic question, 'Hey, what am | entitled to?" said Randolph.

Baker said these veterans are entitled to that care.

"It is very heartbreaking to see that, especially because it's onecosamytimatrihéy're having these issues after
serving their country and giving their all," said Baker.

High Unemployment Stalks Returning Guard Members (INDYSTAR)

By Will Higgins

Indianags StgrApril 14, 2009

J.T. Hardman spent most of 2008 in a battle of wits with terrorists. He says he dodged nearly two dozen roz
and "smadirms fire here and there" while protecting supply trucks as they traversed hot, dusherwiltdgwept nor

Tough job.

But at least it was a job. Four meatits300 job applicatiemadter returning home, thge2®old Indiana National
Guard staff sergeant is unemployed.

And out of money. And without his prized Ford truck with the basghimi™ldars, the kind that swing up. The
truck, a remnant of Hardmantepteyment days as a&@®our paper mill worker, has been sold.

The mill has since closed, and Hardman, his wife and infant daughter have mdeedsim\htbhineebedroom
Danville home. During the day, he stays home with the child; evenings, he cooks dinner for the others, who all hav

"It's not crowded, and everyone gets along really well,” Hardman said. "But it kinda sucks."

About 170,000 veterans valie berved since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and returned to civilian life find thems
similar straits: Their unemployment rate averaged 7.3 percent last year, compared with 5.8 percent for,the over
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according to the Bureau of Labtisti§s. The most recent unemployment numbers, for February, are gloomier st
percent, compared with 8.8 percent.

National Guard soldiers, often called "citizen soldiers" because their primary jobs are civilian, are legally pi
being la off as a result of absences caused by deployments. But they have no immunity from a tanking econom
vulnerable to layoffs and plant closings as anyone.

Their woes might be particularly acute in Indiana. Late last year, just as #eefelt@umalerédted, the Indiana
Guard's 3,3@@ldier 76th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, including Hardman, arrived home from Iraqg.

Most National Guard deployments involve far smaller numbers; the 76th's was the largest mass moveme
troops soe World War 1.

Roger Peterman, who heads the state Guard's Employer Support of Guard and Reserve office, estimates
members of the 76th are out of work. That means unemployment for the returning brigade could be as high as 1-
perent.

"We really haven't seen anything like this before," Peterman said.

He is hopeful about a "Hire a Hero" job fair April 22 organized by the Veterans Administration.

"There's 60 employers signed up," twice as many as at prexoolysjofilf@r@eterman said. More than 3,000 job
seeking veterans are expected.

There is incentive to hire them. The economic stimulus bill inclugegpar$am@ix credit for employers that hire
veterans.

"My wife said they'll look closer at you sincemimgreane from Irag,” Hardman said. "But me, | just feel like any
else out of work and looking for a job."

Even worse, Hardman said, he has sensed reluctance from several employers that he thought seemed war
potential for mental strdiglike, "You don't know what he's seen or been through,’ " he said. "I'm sure that's in their i

Peterman said he doesn't know of any employer discriminating against veterans. But he concedes several h:
him wanting to know more abddtguosatic stress disorder.

Hardman, who still wears his hair in the "high and tight" style of the soldier, continues to fill out job applica
online, proudly recounting his service (five promotions in six years).

Most recently, he was tuduseh for a job as a welder's assistant on a natural gas pipeline. It's just as well, H
said, because the job required travel.

Michael Davis, 34, Bloomington, has worked sparingly since he returned from Iraq with the 76th, a constructic
time of precious little construction. Himeneachine gunner and divorced father of two moved in with his grandmothe

He passes the time watching TV, playing video games and, lately, hunting mushrooms.

Davis' next move: In May, when his Guarditesyhexpjoin the regular Army.

That, he said, "is the only real job security."

Federal Agency Warns Of Radicals On Right (WT)

By Audrey Hudson And Eli Lake

Washington Timésgoril 14, 2009

The Department of Homeland Security is warning law enforcement officials about a rise in "rightwing extre
saying the economic recession, the election of America's first black presidenvfaadetivedieguamtied war veterans
could swell the ranks of yebitesr militias.

A footnote attached to the report by the Homeland Security Office of Intelligence and Analysis defines "rightw
in the United States" as including not just teatistgroups, but also groups that reject federal authority in favor of st
local authority.

"It may include groups and individuals that are dedicatedstue,ssngle as opposition to abortion or immigration
the warning says.

The White Heel has distanced itself from the analysis. When asked for comment on its contents, Whit
spokesman Nick Shapiro said, "The President is focused not on politics but rather taking the steps necessary
Americans from the threat of vialed¢errorism regardless of its origins. He also believes those who serve represent
of this country, and he will continue to ensure that our veterans receive the respect and benefits they have earned.

The ninpage document was sent to poticehaniff's departments across the United States on April 7 under
headline, "Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization anc
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It says the federal government "will be working veétlarnis lsteal partners over the next several months" to gatt
information on "rightwing extremist activity in the United States."

The joint fedesthte activities will have "a particular emphasis” on the causes of "rightwing extremist radicalizati

Hameland Security spokeswoman Sara Kuban said the report is one in an ongoing series of assessme
department to "facilitate a greater understanding of the phenomenon of violent radicalization in the U.S."

The report, which was first disclosegtiblibedy nationally syndicated radio host Roger Hedgecock, makes clee
the Homeland Security Department does not have "specific information that domestic rightwing terroristg are cur
acts of violence."It warns that fringe orgararatyaining recruits, but it provides no numbers.

The report says extremist groups have used President Obama as a recruiting tool.

"Most statements by rightwing extremists have been rhetorical, expressing concerns about the election of th
American president, but stopping short of calls for violent action,” the report says. "In two inptémties eiatEoryn
extremists appeared to be in the early planning stages of some threatening activity targeting the Denfearatic nor
enforcement interceded.”

When asked about this passage, Secret Service spokesman Ed Donovan said, "We are concerned about any
try to harm or plan to harm any one of our protectees. We don't have the luxury to focus on anh¢heaetciuaragroup
of others."

Congressional debates about immigration and gun control also make extremist groups suspicious and give tl
cry, the report says.

"It is unclear if either bill will be passed into law; nonetheless, a cexeabbetwaeay the potential passage of gun
control legislation and increased hoarding of ammunition, weapons stockpiling, and paramilitary training acti
rightwing extremists," the report said.

The FBI was quoted Monday as saying that, \&@ndgefNanore than 7 million people have applied for crimir
background checks in order to buy weapons.

The Homeland Security report added: "Over the past five years, various rightwing extremists, including milit
supremacists, have adoptedithéeration issue as a call to action, rallying point, and recruiting tool."

The report could signify a change in emphasis for Homeland Security under former Arizona Gov. Janet N
German magazine quoted Ms. Napolitano as rebrandinga4emasratie disasters.” Since its inception in 2003, the
department has focused primarily on radicalization of Muslims and the prospect of homegrown Islamist terrorism.

Ms. Kuban said, however, that the department had published rejiagtsaniitiEdtion as well, though she could
not name one.

"These types of reports are published all the time. There have actually been some done on the other end of
leftwing,” Ms. Kuban said.

A similar headline was used in a report issued ilMlaranan said, although she could not provide the content
the headline.

Ms. Kuban said she did not know how long the new report had been in the making.

"The purpose of the report is to identify risk. This is nothing unusual,” said Ms. Kuban,tivehbl@ueéhd
Security Department did this "to prevent another Tim McVeigh from ever happening again.”

The Homeland Security assessment specifically says that "rightwing extremists will attempt to recruit ar
returning veterans in ordexptit their skills and knowledge derived from military training and combat."

Jerry Newberry, director of communications for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, said the vast majority of
patriotic citizens who would not jgoa@rtiment miitia

"As far as our military members go, | think that the military is a melting pot of society. So you mighalget a fe\
few, who are going to be attracted by militia groups anavoigesxiggrhists,” he said.

"We have to remember thatebple serving in our military are volunteers, they do it because they love their cour
they believe in what our country stands for," he said. "They spent their time in the military defendinthewaSonstituti
majority of them woulddipellsed by the hate groups discussed in this report.”

The Homeland Security report cited a 2008 FBI report that noted that a small number of returning military vete
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have joined extremist groups.

The FBI reportadnat from October 2001 through May 2008 "a minuscule” number of veterans, 203 out of 2:
joined groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan Nations, the National Socialist Movement, the Creativity Movemel
Alliance and some skinheagsgjrou

1¢



"Although the white supremacist movement is of concern to the FBI, our assessment shows that only a very
of people with prior military experience may have an affiliation with supremacist groups,” FBI spokesman Richg
Monday wheasked about the FBI report.

A 2006 report from the Southern Poverty Law Center, an organization that monitors white supremacists like
that whitpower groups had an interest in the kind of training the military provides.

Mark Potok, directof the center's intelligence project, said the Homeland Security report "confirms thi
supremacists are interested in the military. There is some concern, and there should be, about returninglyeterans,
think of the example of TinvtNeigh, who was in the first Iraq war."

Mr. Potok added that he was generally pleased with the report.

"Basically, the report tracks fairly closely with what we have been saying for some time now. They mention t
times, though not by naneesald.

MENTALHEALTH

Mikulski Asks VA To Upgrade Cumberland Veterans Clinic (AP)

Associated Pregsoril 14, 2009

U.S. Sen. Barbara Mikulski has asked the ddéparivfeterans Affairs to upgrade mental health services at
outpatient clinic in Cumberland.

The Maryland Democrat released a letter Monday that she sent to the director of the regional VA medic
Martinsburg, W.Va., seeking action orirdsrigstaweek by a Vietham veterans group in Cumberland.

The vets are concerned about the VA's decision to stop contracting with a privatehelatib t@renanthbdd
services at the local VA clinic.

The letter made seven specific requestsgntiore VA counselors andhau2otline in Cumberland.

HEALTHCARE(LOCAI)

Stimulus Funds Go To Veteransd Services,

New Mexico Business Wesaiy 14, 2009

The state says more than $5 million will go to )
from Gov. Ri chardsondés office, detailed several ro

The Raymond G. Myrpgih Medical Center in Albuguerque will receive $4.8 million. Of that, $1.1 million will be
implementing conservation measures and systems at the facility and $500,000 will go for improving handicaj
Another $640,000 will be usedtarepe f uel st orage tanks for the cente

The Santa Fe National Cemetery will get $570,000 for road paving and curb replacement and $75,000 has be
repair cracks in the Columbaria structure at the site.

The Ft. Bayard Matl Cemetery in Grant County will receive $16,000 for the purchase of equipment.

New Mexico will receive almost $1.1 million from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for its
program. The state Department of Health atsopet® for additional immunization funds once the state gets more guic
on those funds from the federal government.

The Department of Health plans to use the money to expand the number of children, adolescents and adult
improve access angatalities of the immunization registry and continue to education the public about vaccines.

The Department plans to provide more immunization clinics in alternative sites, increase the number of
participate in flu vaccination clinics,rasgigiroviders in gaining better access to the immunization registry and cc
outreach education on vaccine safety.

New Mexico will also receive $2.9 million from the U.S. Department of Education over the next two year
servicesto800mbra mi | i es in the Department of Healthos Fami

The funding will most likely generate about 30 development specialists and therapy jobs.

The FIT Program provides comprehensive early intervention services, ipchatitad, dgpesoh, physical and
occupational therapy, social work and nutrition to 11,000 children up to age three who are at risk for dadelopmer
disabilities and to their families.
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The program has grown about 68 percent since 2003 epausarityf Increased referrals from doctors conductin
developmental screenings. More than one in 10 children younger than three in New Mexico receive services throut

The state health agency can begin spending the funds in July and it gl Rudrlicvithutation Department to
possibly apply for additional stimulus fundieags t o
$32 million in state and federal funds, private insurance and a federal grant.

Renovationst Fresno's VA Hospital (KFSN)

By Nancy Osborne

KESNTV Fresno, CApril 13, 2009

Fresno, CA (KFSNEentral Valley Veterans turn to the VA for theiraltiriedréeneeds. We learned how a 12
million dollar stimulus windfall coupled with 30 million dollars already in play will enhance the care they receive nov

For decades this space was a cramped emergency department at Fresno's VA HosthieaR18$ cehixihyigot
underway a month and half ago.

Increasing number of younger vets brought larger budgets to VA health systems allowing for such upgrades.

The new $12 million in stimulus dollars will be used a little differently it will furtden@yesdesfdahe older facility
to replace old heating, ventilation-aaddifioning and to replace aging cooling towers and boilers.

Budgeted items over the next two years will dramatically change this landscape. A new mentaisedadtte building
Another will be for rehab and prosthetics all designed with the needs of today's vets in mind.

The budgeted 30 million dollars over several years will yield:

A New Outpatient Clinic in Oakhurst

Double the size of Clinic in Atwateed

A New knhtal Health Building

Rehabilitation and Prosthetics Area

A New Zevel Parking Structure

Additional nurses at outlying clinics This will serve older veterans and those who are serving today. Fresn
remolded emergency department is expeetezpém laround the end of this year. They say it will be start of the a
emergency medicine.

VA's Medical Foster Home Program Puts Veterans In Private Residences (MCA)

By Mary Powers

Memphis (TN) Commercial Agy@ill4, 2009

When a doctor delivered the news that frailty and increasingly complicated health problems meant living &
longer an option, the Bowlings were distraught.

"l didn't want to go to a nursing'hexpéined Alicia Bowling, 88.

Thanks to a new Memphis Veterans Medical Center program, slyeaottiiersb@nd, Julian, didn't stay long.

In January, the Bowlings moved from a Shelby County nursing home into a spare bedroom iof thd&artlett h
and Steve Hornaday. The VA's medical foster home program brought the two families together.

Started about 10 years ago with a few families in Hot Springs, Ark., the program has expanded to 13 commi
states or territories where aBfuteterans now live in private homes, rather than nursing homes. Plans call for expar
effort nationwide.

The VA screens prospective homes, matches veterans and caregivers and coordinates health care through
program. Veterans paygieees. Room, board and other services cost between $1,200 and $2,400 per month.

So far, dozens of {8alith veterans have expressed interest in the program, but just two homes have been &
Three more are under review.

"This requires a leap of, fa#tid Dabney Collum, a social worker and Memphis program coordinator.

"This is still a really foreign concept for people,” she said. "But it is a wonderful dynamic alternative.to nursing

Unlike stadecensed care homes, the VA programsreguar be provided in the caregiver's own home. Homes &
limited to a maximum of three paying residents. Collum makes announced and unannounced visits. The VA
Primary Care program staff are in and out of the house regularly, someneesaavevakbk.

"We really do hope they will receive the same level of care they would in a nursing home, but we also really
become part of the caregiver's family," Collum said. "We want thietomlzratysnent.”
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Seated on a counlthe large family room off the Hornadays' kitchen, Alicia Bowling said she was "scared to de
moving into a stranger's home, but her husband was sold from the beginning. She was persuaded to give it a try .
visited the Hornaday® Bbwlings also visited before they moved in.

"They treat us like family," said Alicia Bowling.

She helped plant flowers in the yard, likes to watch TV with the family basset hound's head resting on her I
the Hornadaysy®arold son andyearold grandson "dolls.” The entire household usually sits down to one meal to
every day.

The Hornadays recently helped Julian, a World War 1l veteran and Bataan death march survivor, celebr
birthday. Until he retired in the 1970seHecadtle and operated Bowling Grocery and Feed in Germantown.

The Hornadays are home care veterans.

They started in 1997 when Alzheimer's disease meant Steve Hornaday's mother could no longer live alone.

"From the beginning, | knew this was whad tméed#oing," Linda Hornaday said.

They eventually transformed their ranch home inticemstdteare home, although they later withdrew from tt
program. They also care for older individuals in a home across the street.

In 12 years, they have geova home to about 30 people.

"There are a few qualities you have to have," Linda Hornaday said. "You have to be willing to share your life &
home. You gotta care. You have to be patient. You can't just do this for the money."

Valley Vet GetSare Closer To Home Under New Program (KGBT)

By Mary Avila

KGBTTV Harlingen, ,TApril 13, 2009

Vietnam Vet Fred Hernandez has traveled from the Rio Grande Valley tor&eaivemoedtictd care for years.

But under a new program for veterans, hebs getti

"The doctor told me | was the first veteran to
Hernandez said.

Several Valley hospitals signed a contract with the Veterans Administration in March.

Under the new contract, veterans like Hernandez will have local access to acute surgical care and even men
eliminating trips to San Antonio.

Hernandez saidbdhe 90 percent blind and that the contract
needs.

"I'dm developing Parkinsondés disease, | got hyper

Local hospitals have had 30 to 45 days to trg@esropleeteran related services,

Although Hernandez will miss the road trips, he says it feels safer because in case of an emergency its just a
Harlingen or McAllen.

U.S. Congressman Solomon P. e@rtiz told Action 4

Ortiz said heds working to secure funding to bui

VANEWS

Times' VA Series Wins SPJ Award (WT)

By Jennifer Harper

Washington Timégpril 14, 2009

The Washington Times has won the Society of Professional Journalists' Sigma Delta Chi Award for public s
investigative journalism's highest honors, for its series entitled "Disposabledtiesedshehandthical treatment of war
veterans during a Veterans Affairs medical experiment.

The newspaper'sddt series, led by reporter Audrey Hudson, began in June. It prompted letters of eutrage f
presidential candidate Barack Obama dmersranCongress, resulted-stéldl investigations by Congress and the Bush
administration and hearings before the House Veterans Affairs committee, and ultimately produced an apology
changes inside the VA medical system.
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The reportingclnded a gripping account of the plight of returning Irag War veteran Jamesakihaticasipess
disorder patient who engaged in a near lethal confrontation with police after suffering a psychotic episade. At th
been treated by thA with an astnoking drug known to cause such side effects.

View "Disposable Heroes" here

The series exposed significant ethical lapses inside the VA's medical experiments involving informed consel
monitoring of serious-sifiects andther important safeguards. The agency also is investigating whether employees sl
punished for the lapses.

"We are extremely honored by SPJ's recognition of this project and believe it is a great reminder that origin
reporting remainsiamportant staple of American life even in tough economic times," said John Solomon, executiv
The Times.

"We also know the biggest prize of all comes in knowing that that our war heroes and veterans enrolled in f
experiments at MA will face much better safeguards than those in place when Mr. Elliott suffered his unfortunate in

The annual award, specifically among newspapers with a circulation of less than 100,000, is based on strir
including "evidence ofrage and initiative in overcoming opposition" along with tangible results, according to the
year, the award drew 900 entries in 53 categories.

"The Washington Times made a significant investment to take a watchdog role and ensuskésecgoyerhment
these brave men and women who are worthy of our deepest gratitude and highest respect," Mrs. Hudson said.

"I am humbled and honored to be a part of this team investigation that has been recognized by the Society o
Journalists,"rd Hudson said. "We are committed to standing up in our reporting for those who have no voice, v
highest value of journalism, and a tradition at our paper."

To expand the reach and impact of the project, The Times collaborated with iABEGStigatirgeacarespondent
Brian Ross to create a companion piece on "Good Morning America,” which aired on the same morning tha
investigative expose was published in the newspaper.

The Times also created original video and Web packeagkstti@information known to millions of viewers on the 1
Times newly redesigned Web site.

"This project was really groundbreaking inside our newsroom because it was ourdirserfionalf fotaractive
journalism creating elementsgaont, TV, radio and the Web to reach the widest possible audience, " Mr. Solomon s
very much appreciate Brian's great work in ensuring the great audiences who watch ABC also were told this impor

The SPJ judges recognized Mrs. Huldgmes reporting effort over several months as she recounted Mr. Elliott's
experience, interviewed VA doctors, patients and administrators and forced into the public scrutiny intetnal VA d
verified the lapses.

Mrs. Hudson also cootdahaupporting information for the story frefozehalimes' reporters.

Photographer Rod Lamkey shot a photo expose of Mr. Elliott that poignantly captured the despair of an Irac
who was let down by the agency that was supposedstditesst &ind who in his ownwords declared he felt like
"disposable hero."

Christian Fuchs, the Times' first multimedia editor, shot extensive video that brought readers inside thi
confrontation between Mr. Elliott and law enforcemedtirofticars psychotic episode and the struggles the veter:
experienced in the days of his recovery.

In addition, multimedia editor Alex Wilson created an elaborate Flash interactive feature for the Times Web si
entire project togetheWeb users and updated them on developments of the story over eight months.

The award will be presented to The Washington Times in August at Society's annual meeting in Indianapolis.

Times Earns Public Service Award For VA Investigation (WT)

By Jennifer Hbear

Washington Timésgoril 14, 2009

The Washington Times was named Monday as a winner of the Society of Professional Journali8isagigma De
for public service, one of investigative journalism's highest honors, for its series titled "Disposable Hi¢hees" that
unethical treatment of veterans during a Veterans Affairs medical experiment.

The newspaper's-ddt series, led byoder Audrey Hudson, began in June. It prompted letters of outrage
presidential candidate Barack Obama and members of Congress,-sesildt@uvasfightions by Congress and the Bush
administration and hearings before the House VetesaGenididtee. It ultimately produced an apology and sweep
changes inside the VA medical system.
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The reporting included a gripping account of the plight of returning Iraq war veteran Jaimaesrialliotstre st
disorder patient who engagadeaiethal confrontation with police after suffering a psychotic episode. At the time,
been treated by the VA with a sreeksagion drug known to cause such side effects.

The series exposed significant ethical lapses inside the VApanetwiog eévolving informed consent of patients
monitoring of serious side effects and other important safeguards. The agency also is investigating whether
employees should be punished for the lapses.

"We are extremely honored by SPJisittecaaf this project and believe it is a great reminder that original news|
reporting remains an important staple of American life even in tough economic times," said John Solomon, exec
The Times.

"We also know the biggest prizecofreds in knowing that our war heroes and veterans enrolled in future m
experiments at the VA will face much better safeguards than those in place when Mr. Elliott suffered his unfortunat

The Times won the annual award among newstapegraulation of less than 100,000; a similar award ft
newspapers with circulations over 100,000 went to the staff of the Columbus Dispatch. The awards are basec
criteria, including "evidence of courage and initiative in overcaonihglopgasih tangible results, according to SPJ. Thi
year, 900 entries in 53 categories were submitted.

"The Washington Times made a significant investment to take a watchdog role and ensure the government
these brave men and women whahy of our deepest gratitude and highest respect,” Mrs. Hudson said.

"I am humbled and honored to be a part of this team investigation that has been recognized by the Society o
Journalists," Mrs. Hudson said. "We are committedgtostiandur reporting for those who have no voice, which is 1
highest value of journalism, and a tradition at our paper."

The award won plaudits Monday from the House member who oversees the Veterans Affairs Department.

"We cannot do our oversighttjuitvine kind of investigative journalism exemplified by Audrey Hudson's reportir
Rep. Bob Filner, California Democrat and chairman of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee. "Many American
our country is taking adequate care decams/but we're not, and we depend on the media to expose the truth and
support for change."

To expand the reach and impact of the project, The Times collaborated with ABC News and investigative ¢
Brian Ross to create a companionopiet&ood Morning America,” which aired on the same morning that the o
investigative expose was published in the newspaper.

"Audrey took a tough subject and through dogged reportingprasumiimgefield work revealed the shameful
treatment oflifi@wv citizens who served their country and deserved a lot better. It was an honor for me and ABC New
to work with her on one aspect of the series," Mr. Ross said. "Audrey's work served as-ap tapdaiapt etetens
Affairs] and tue generations of veterans will benefit from her reporting.”

The Times also created original video and Web packages that made the information known to millions of vie
Times' newly redesigned Web site.

"This project was really groundbreakiagursnewsroom because it was our first effalinsrisional, interactive
journalismcreating elements for print, TV, radio and the Web to reach the widest possible audience,” Mr. Solomc
very much appreciate Brian's great working émsgreat audiences who watch ABC also were told this important story

The SPJ judges recognized Mrs. Hudson's reporting efforts over several months as she recounted Mr. E
experience, interviewed VA doctors, patients and adraimdstosites into the public scrutiny internal VA documents tt
verified the lapses.

Mrs. Hudson also coordinated supporting information for the stedpZemrepbetiérs at The Times.

Photographer Rod Lamkey Jr. shot a photo expose ohBrp&illjo#ritly captured the despair of an Iraq war veter:
who was let down by the agency that was supposed to treat his illness and who in his own words declared tha
"disposable hero."

Christian Fuchs, The Times' first multimediahetiexteasive video that brought readers inside the near fa
confrontation between Mr. Elliott and law enforcement officers during his psychotic episode and the struggl
experienced in the days of his recovery.

In addition, multimedia edlieor Wilson created an elaborate Flash interactive feature for The Times' Web site
together the entire project for Web users and reported developments over eight months.

The award will be presented to The Times and other winners in fagietytsaastireial meeting in Indianapolis.

Housing Program Gives Hope To Veterans (BSUN)
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By Mary Gail Hare

Baltimore (MD) $Sépril 14, 2009

Keith @urch left the Navy in 1974 after\gawatint, worked for years as a maintenance mechanic and ne
considered asking for veterans benefits.

But in December, Church, 54, was jobless, coping with health problems and on the brink'obhbrsetésghess
with friends, he sayshen he turned to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for help. Within a few months, he r
an apartment, thanks to a VA program that started in Maryland this year to help homeless veterans.

"l don't know howduld make it without the VA," he said. "l was at the bottoge, &edlthentally. They are my
only source now for everything. Slowly but surely, | am getting back on my feet." He is working with a VA case n
volunteering most weekdatye &tA hospital in Baltimore.

The Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing program uses vouchers to help homeless veterans move into rental

"The whole idea is to take these veterans from poverty and homelessness and give them the health and
need," said Patricia Lane, the VA's coordinator for health care for homeless veterans in Maryland. "These housin
the blessing at the end of aNafiged road for these vets."

The VA hospitals in Baltimore and at Perry Point in Ceeiiv@camtyne gateway to the assistance program an
screen veterans to determine their eligibility. "This programedsigeditebit landlords are actually calling and asking n
for VASH folks," said David Mahaney, director of housing and gelopmaity foe Cecil County.

Baltimore County is overseeing 105 vouchers worth about $750,000 annually, and Cecil County has 70 vo
about $470,000, officials said.

Lois Cramer, administrator at Baltimore County's housing office, saidyisbeé imaseatdsan 80 vouchers and
expects to use all 105 by summer's end. Cecil has issued more than 50, Mahaney said.

"Often, these men and women are just out of sync and need the stability of home and ongoing case manager
said.

Typically, theteean pays 30 percent of their income for rent, with the voucher picking up the remainder. The pr
helped a 3jearold single mother with ar#Tour job and $117 in monthly veterans benefits who has just leasec
apartment, and ay&arold meaied father of two coping with a disability. He moved his family into a Sparrows Poil
within 60 days of applying for a voucher. He pays $318 of the $1,048 monthly rent, with the voucher picking up the

"The tenants usually choose afockise to employment, transportation and health care,” Cramer said.

Census data shows that 71,627 veterans live in Baltimore County, with about 3.6 percent of them living belo
line. Nationwide, veterans make up a third of the homeiess guutiing to the VA.

"These vets don't want a handout, but they need help,"” Cramer said.

The need will continue, particularly as veterans return from Irag and Afghanistan, officials said.

"The things we saw overseas come back and bother ites lespetidlly the Vietnam vets," said Church, the Nay
veteran. "When they start coming back from this war, look out.”

The voucher program streamlines what can be a complicated housing process, said Meg Ferguson, wha
veterans affairs in Badtie County. "Veterans are proud, and it's difficult getting them to accept help,” she said. "The
is that a lot will work their way out of a crisis, turn in the voucher and transition into another prograranTid@tothe vol
another inisis."

Korean War Casualty From Ky. Is Finally Buried (AP)

Associated Pregsoril 14, 2009

LEXINGTON, KyA young soldier who wentngigsiaction nearly 60 years ago in the Korean War has been lai
rest in his native Kentucky after the military identified his remains.

Attended by relatives he never knew, Army Cpl. Lloyd Dale Stidham was buried Monday with military hon
Nel®n National Cemetery. His funeral service was held earlier that day in Lexington.

A half brother, Donald Stidham, said the Army was able to confirm that Lloyd and the soldiers found wi
executed by Chinese troops after they had surrendered.

"We'e waited almost 60 years; it's been tough," said Ronnie Stidham, 61, of Georgetown, the second of Llo
half brothers.

Donald Stidham says the missing soldier's father and stepmother died without learning what happened to ti
was 18 vén he vanished. They died in 1999, about one year before the remains that turned out to be Lloyd Stic
found in North Korea.
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He had joined the U.S. Army about 1948, adding two years to his age to fool recruiters.

"Times were hard, and the Armg wag to get out of eastern Kentucky," Donald Stidham said. "So he lied ab
age."

He went missing in action after his outfit was overrun by a large Communist Chinese force on Nov. 25, 1950.

The Pentagon confirmed April 3 that it had identfiats &tidlains and those of three other American soldier
Stidham's remains arrived in Lexington by plane Saturday night.

A team from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Gbrtimeafiedleral agency that searches for U.S. soldiers missing
actiord found the reaims. Stidham's were identified through DNA.

The soldiers whose remains were found with Stidham were identified as Cpl. Samuel Harris Jr., of Rogersuvill
Robert Schoening of Blaine, Wash.; and a third man whose name has not yetTheeRartageadpreviously had
identified a fifth soldier whose remains were found with the group as 1st Lt. Dixie Parker.

After 58 Years, Kentucky Soldier's Remains Return Home From Korea (LEXHL)

By Jim Warren

Lexington (KY) HeiadéderApril 13, 2009

Donald Stidham doesn't know a lot aboutnighealfLIoyd Stidham, who went missing in action during the Kol
War in November 1950, the year before Donald was born.

Donald, who lives in Stagh@iround, has a few pictures of Lloyd and remembers some stories their parents use
But details are few.

All Donald knows for sure is that fuisobi@i’'s remains are finally coming home, and that's what really matters.

"It's what Mom and BRechted for many, many years," Donald, 57, says with a catch in his voice. "But both of t
without ever knowing what really happened to Lloyd."

The Pentagon officially confirmed on April 3 that the remains of Army Cpl. Lloyd Dale S@uhenty, maBveathitt
had been found in a North Korean grave and identified. The remains of three other American soldiers were found \

Lloyd Stidham's remains, which were identified through DNA testing, arrived in Lexington by plane Saturday n

Funeal services for the soldier, who was 18 when he died, will be held at 1 p.m. Monday at Kerr Brothers Ft
on Harrodsburg Road. Burial with full military honors will follow at Camp Nelson National Cemetery, where Lloy
three halfrothes, various nieces and other family members will finally get to say goodbye to a loved one who has b
so long that they barely remember him.

"I think it will be pretty emotional for all of us,” Donald Stidham said.

Hundreds of other Kentuckyefsuanié still waiting for their lost loved ones to come home from distant wars.

About 1,250 Kentuckians are missing in action from World War I, according to the state Department of Veter:
additional 203 Kentuckians were missing fromath&/Kbrebut that number has been reduced by one, now that Llo
Stidham has been found.

"We've waited almost 60 years; it's been tough," said Ronnie Stidham, 61, of Georgetown, adAntitbeds.Lloyd's

Lloyd Stidham was born Jan. 25, 1932¢ete &mdl Emma Noble Stidham, who lived at Saldee, in Breathitt Count
parents later divorced, and when Lloyd was about 6 his father married Alpha Cornett, who raised LloydHikke one c
family said.

"He was a good child, I've heard Mamthats' Donald Stidham said. "But he had a hard life."

Lloyd joined the U.S. Army about 1948, tacking two years onto his age to fool recruiters.

"Times were hard, and the Army was a way to get out of Eastern Kentucky," Donald said. "8geheé lied about hi

Little is known of Lloyd Stidham's early army career. But his outfit, Company C, 65th Combat Engineer B:
Infantry Division, arrived in Korea about a month after the war began in June 1950. That fall, after jowéng U.S. fo
pushing into North Korea, the unit occupied a position called Hill 22, near the Camel's Head Bend of the Kuryong F

There, on Nov. 25, 1950, the outfit was overrun by a large Communist Chinese force.

Back home, the Stidham family received wordl tvasliagsing, but could only wait, wonder and pray for word at
his ultimate fate. That word never came.

Lloyd's father and stepmother moved in 1952 to Lee County, where they kept his picture on their living room
there until they diethimiweeks of each other in 1999.

Only about a year later, a team from the Joint POW/MIA Accountidgtiefiedarsd agency that searches for
U.S. soldiers missing in astifiund and recovered remains in the Kuryong River area of Nortleteatezutitat ey be
those of American soldiers.
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Stidham family members, who had all but given up hope of ever learning anything about Lloyd, suddenly s
requests from the Army for DNA samples that could be used to determine if anpeabtiygedeimdifts/d. Testing,
however, requires mitochondrial DNA passed through the mother's side of a family, which meant that none o
brothers could donate samples.

Eventually, however, a distant cousin on Lloyd's mother's sidestéppeddoniyard to provide a sample.

"It was his momma's mother's sister's child that gave it, and we've never met that girl,” Donald Stidham sa
know where she lives, but apparently she's somewhere in #iza@iociansdi."

After condting tests using that genetic sample, Army authorities were finally able to tell the family a few wee
Lloyd Stidham's remains had been found.

"We're very thankful,” Donald Stidham said. "The Defense Department has worked awfalsutefdrtousring cl
family and many others like us. You have to give them a lot of respect.”

Donald Stidham said the Army also was able to confirm that Lloyd and the soldiers found with him were
Chinese troops after they had surrendered. It aisdlegtplee remains were moved at least twice over the years, he sai

The soldiers whose remains were found with Lloyd were identified as Cpl. Samuel Harris Jr., of Rogersuville
Robert Schoening of Blaine, Wash.; and a third man whosenotyet been released. The Pentagon previously ha
identified a fifth soldier whose remains were found with the group as 1st Lt. Dixie Parker.

According to Donald Stidham, the remains of all five men were found in the same foxhole. Sonte séthe remn
intermingled it was not possible to identify them individually, he said.

According to the Pentagon, those undifferentiated remains will be buried with military honors at Arlingt
Cemetery later this spring.

"They've asked us to attendf #relLord is willing | will be there with my family,” Donald Stidham said.

For now, the family is focusing on Monday's services.

"It's not for us; we want the glorification to be for Lloyd," Donald said. "He was just a kid, trying tevbatter hims
into the Army and got killed.

"We have our freedom today because Lloyd and people like him sacrificed their lives for us."

STATEVANEWS

I-Team: Investigation Expands Into Couple's Headstone Patio (KLAS)

KLASTV Las Vegas, NApril 13, 2009

The Attorney General's Office is now investigating two state employees for taking home 77 gravestones from
Nevada Veterans Cemetery.

Those employees admitted they turned thatstangstio.

The internal investigation by the Veterans Department now has some powerful company trying to decide
stones is considered a crime. But now, Tami and Kevin Jenicke are taking the stones back where they belong.

The view from abdkieir house said it all last Wednesday. Seventy seven gravestones, memorials of the hel
gave so much, now turned into a patio.

The people behind the patio are Tami and Kevin Jenicke. She is spokesperson for the state veterans home
worksat the cemetery. The Jenickes took home stones meant for destruction. Normally spouses can be buried tog
requires replacing the current headstone.

Those old headstones ended up in the Jenickes back yard. Now, with the plan dxpobed, theukthe stones
up. They blocked a view of any possible inscriptions set out to return them.

"We have to step back and say, O6How have we fail

Turner is the regional bossd&fdterans Department. She says the patio is a mistake that never should have ha
"Our veterans deserve a respectful, peaceful final resting place."”

Turner says the actions of the Jenicke's should not reflect on her entire agency andisalgsetthisasas dinis
does not define who we are. We're much better than this."

Yet back at the cemetery, there's new proof the Jenicke's still have supporters. While returning a load of <
Jenicke hid from Eyewitness News cameras at etergyoppen driving away at one point with the tailgate still down.

Later, from a different angle, Jenicke motionsvimkardo move a state truck in an effort to block the camera’s v
not once, but twice. Jenicke eventually finishes ttendrogeaf$ out, knowing the investigation has expanded.
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Tuner's internal inquiry promises results, "At the conclusion of our investigation, we will, as appropriate, ta
against the Jenicke's and whomever, quite frankly."

The state has no pddinyhow the old stones should be destroyed, but the federal government does. The stone
be ground down and broken apart so they cannot be rdbegmiasthonorable option availtigyg say.

While the agencies continue their investagatipassible sanctions, the Veterans Department is still finalizing ¢
rules to keep this from happening again.

Patriotic Music Now Sets Tone At Veterans Cemetery (ENE)

By Bob White

Elizabethtown (KY) News Entedypisel4, 2009

FORT KNOXA new addition to Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central will literally set the tone for visitors of
where nearly 800 vets and their families rest.

Duimmg a brief ceremony held Friday afternoon despite a thunderous threat of serious weather, veterans, di
families of thos e-foatbethtOwercattteeemeteryd dedi cated a 40

The patriotic muplaying tower is the secondtoldelnsgad at Kentucky veteranso
year at Kentucky Veterans Cemetery West in Hopkinsville, near Fort Campbell.

Plans are in the works to soon bring a third carillon bell tower to Kentucky Veterans CematastoMorth, at \
according to Jeff Acob, manager of the three Kentu

A carillon bell was chosen for placement at the cemetery by AMVETS of Kentucky and the Kentucky Veter
Trust, two groups having paid for the tower.

AAMVETISI Idloomabel |l s throughout the nation, 0 Acob

The three olive diadbored bells on the tower are for aesthetics, with the music emanating from a digital playe
tower.

The tower is among the most recent item dedicated at Kentucky Vetgr@eniCdntetatues and other markers
have been dedicated in the past by other veterans groups aiming to remember those who have fought and died
the United States. Visitors to the sites are welcome. The cemetery is locateokjasbioff Bast RhW north of Radcliff.

A fourth cemetery is being planned for a site in Greenup County, Acob said. That cemetery, once dedicated,
as Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Northeast.

CONGRESSIONMANEWS

Bill Would Bring National Veter&wnetery To Sarpy (BELLLEAD)

By Jason Glenn

Bellevue (NE) Leadgoril 13, 2009

A bill introduced by Nebraska Sens. Ben Nelson and Mikasjeteginwould supercede Department of Veteran
Affairs policy and bring a national veterandés ceme

AOQur bill wildl establish a new national cemetery
thereogni ti on they deserve and the honor of a final
release.

The number Nelson cited, 172,000, is significant because it comes from a Metropolitan Area Planning Age
eligiblevetr ans | i v i n-mile thieghdid distantemecessary fosestablishing a national cemetery.

Current VA regulations require at least 170,000 veterans withile thaiuss but a VA estimate identifies only
133,000 eligible veterans whtitinlistance from Omabha.

Despite eastern Nebraska being second on a |[|ist
estimate has stalled any potential developments. Still, a 2008 VA study recommended lowering the éfiggisieold to 1
veterans, which would assure the Omaha metro areab

However, i f Nelson and Johannsd bill, which dire

goes through, it would be a moot point.
Steve Johnson, presidof Memorial Ridge of the Midlands Foundation, said the announcement of the bill w:
news.
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AfiWe now have wunited the entire Nebraska del ega
congressman as well as lowa Congressradfirsfsupport the establishment of a cemetery in Sarpy County.

Memorial Ridge was established six years ago with the expressed purpose of bringing a national cemetery tc
privately funding memorials of national significance.

Johnson said thentetery was long overdue, especially with congress declaring in 2002 that the choice of bein
a national cemetery should be available to at least 90 percent of the eligible veterans in the country.

iltés zero percenOneibhosdnetd POroedbhaoakfonhhesavdte
cemetery. o

A location previously discussed for the new cemetery is near 25th Street and Gilmore Road in Bellevue, but
he coul dndt ¢ omme mghtbeolhthewdmeteneis apgnoged foruSarpyrCeuntg, Johnson said, the s
be selected by the VA.

Heds just hoping it happens soon. Il n 2007, Congrt
legislation for the cemetery.

ifWeed urging passage

f legislation to authorize
this for six years, it it

0
6s time to get done. 0O

EDITORIAROUNDUP

Electronic Records System Will Ease Care For Vets (NSDY)

Long Island Newsdapril 14, 2009

The transition from warrior to veteran is tough enough without the maze of starting care at VA hospitals
obstacle is that the DepattofeDefense and the Department of Veterans Affairs don't shanecardsesysaém. Last
week, President Barack Obama took a big step toward untangling that complexity.

Before an audience including veterans and the heads of the two departpledigedOtasraate a seamless
electronic system "that will contain their administrative and medicalrorfotheatian they first enlist to the day that they
are laid to rest."

Once the departments accomplish that mission, it will free metieeaharéten of acting as records messengers
between two huge bureaucracies. It won't eliminate the backlog of disability claims, but it's a good first step.

The president said his budget proposes the larggetisingiease for veterans in decade$ieasupported
legislation to fund the VA a year in advance, to eliminate the dislocation of late budgets. These actidowant go a I
honoring the nation's debt to its veterans.

Electronic Health Records: Other Perspectives (NYT)

New York Time&pril 14, 2009

To the Editor:

As a practicing emergency physician who has recently worked with both paper anceetectrond s , | 6d
that electronic records are not automatically advantageous.

Based on my experience, | believe that the various proprietary electronic records systems now available are
and focus on reimbursement and otheobeting endeavors to the detriment of patient care considerations.

Americans should demand that the Obama administration and Congress force hospitals and other health car
use one nationwide electronic records system, for exampledhry dne sterans Health Administration, or adequate
explain why such a proposition would not work.

We need one single, free system for all health care providers, with a watchdog group to make improvements
privacy and other concerns. Thid e both relatively inexpensive and a unifying start to healing our fractured hea
delivery system.

Douglas Migden

Seattle

Veterans Deserve Better From VA (CLC)

Claksville (TN) Leaf Chronigbeil 14, 2009

What's been going on regarding safety procedures at Veterans Affairs Department medical facilities in Tenne
and Florida?
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A failure to properly maintain hospital equipment has led veterasedoddd l&xand other potentially fatal diseases.
The VA, in fact, has warned more than 10,000 veterans to get blood tests.

VA sites in the three states cleaned but failed to properly sterilize equipment between patient treatments. In
Murfresboro's Alvin C. York VA hospital, the VA blamed most of the problems on unclear or incomplete instructi
colonoscopy scope's manufacturer, Olympus American Inc. That company said in a statement that it is helping tt
problems witinddvertently neglecting to appropriately reprocess a specific auxiliary water tube."

Americans should be outraged that our veterans were put at such risk. Excuses will not restore the health t
been compromised.

This month, the VA announcexh itlnwestigating whether there was a link between a patient's positive HIV te
unsterilized equipment while getting the colonoscopy. It previously had reported that hepatitis was fouvasin 16 pe
not able to draw any conclusions ashenanetot the illnesses were caused by treatment they received at the facilities

An attorney representing some of the patients from Murfreesboro said one client, who had esophageal cance
"massive infection" not long after receivingsa@myaatdhe VA hospital.

The VA has established-aokd tofree hot line for patients and their families & 7@56. They are urged to call
with any questions.

Meanwhile, as patients are tested and await their results, the federal gevtormoeducezdhorough review and
hold responsible anyone who was negligent in the chain of events that led to the equipment not beingismperly st
should recheck all of its other facilities to ensure that nothing similar is\Wwhppermgl eisehould put better safeguards
in place for the future.

Patients obviously go to the hospital for preventative care or to improve their health, not to be infected with
might kill them. The fact that the negligence happenedetatiar® who honorably served their country and were
promised excellent medicabcanekes it that much worse.

VA Care Is Outstanding (BDN)

Batavia (NYpily NewsApril 14, 2009

Editor:

My beloved father, John Paul Golaszewski, died Jan. 15, 2009, at the VA Medical Center, Batavia, Ward B,
He was a World War Il veteran, Airborne, who patrticipated in the Battle of the Bulge. y¢ansadchbindst®&3 been a
patient at this hospital for nearly two years.

During this time, | was able to experience first hand the excellent care and sincere concern for my father. -
small room near the nursing station, and we were altowaie t@ loie with pictures, flowers, etc., and his Bose radio, wk
he enjoyed playing loudly (being hard of hearing), especially his "rock and roll* music. He called his rbem his "s
nursing staff, his "family," and also told me hebleatrtiben in the house!" Although basically a reserved person who |
to read, he also enjoyed the many activities, especially the picnics with music outdoors, and loved beitifubutside
VA campus to view the trees.

I never worried whegftlhim, for | knew he wascasedt for with loving kindness. The staff, | feel, are truly concer
about not only the physicabeialy of the patients, but their emotional and spiritual needs as well.

| want to thank everyone involved in mydatbe€specially Dr. GwendlyrHOoleer, nurses, aides, recreation and
volunteer staff. Also the outstanding outpatient clinic staff, especially social worker Kathleen Ryan, whtheounsele
way, and also the custodial staff who were dhesngityso

We are truly blessed to have such an excellent veterans facility in our community! Again, thank you all!

Margaret Haegele and family

Batavia

Unhealthy Weather (FWNS)

By Jennifer Boen

Fort Wayne (IN) NevemtinelApril 14, 2009

A physician and meteorologist have createdvaarmagysystem for when weather patterns are likely to trigger he
problems.

U.S. residents can register for the tlé@liMaveathkealth alert system at www.mediclim.com. The system trac
weather patterns by ZIP code. The site does not require names or other personal identifying informatiaral Current
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conditions are correlated: migraine headachesadhtiitinadiabetes and heart conditions. Other conditions may be a
in the near future.

Feeling under the weather? That may truly be the case.

A physician and meteorologist duo from Canada have designedramgesystem that takes forecastangew
level by using scientific data to track how weather changes affect our health. MediClim.com ( www.mediclim.c
healthweather forecasting service that sends a local-weaih2¥leours prior to specific weather conditiongéhatare |
negatively impact your health.

At first gli mpse, I was skeptical. Doesndt someo
immune reaction? In the summer, Th&éinsl publishes daily ozone levels to warwigeglesitive respiratory
systems.

But what if, prior to any symptoms felt in the body, we could have advance warning of negative trige
cardiovascular system or neuromuscular system or to alert us of jsegdingrbldechs?

That is the dgwarning system, a medigakate index, that Dr. John Bart and biometerologist Denis Bourque, b
Toronto, have developed.

AThe system is based on research done in Europe
resar ching weatherodos effects on various health condi

The MediClim.com index encompasses 14 different possible weather states or combinations, such as air ten
pressure, wind direction and rotation, and humidity.

fEach stttaatceheldast oa it the ability to change oneoés
measurement must be considered to ensure reliabil:i
country is |like. o

Integating data from German researchers, Bart and Bourque have develdpesl a Wetather a | gor i t h m
reliable and repeatable, 0 with about 90 percent ac

So what are the practqgdlications? They are noteworthy from-haepithliand persehahblth perspective, Bart
says.

For example, in research commissioned by the Canadian government, he and Bourque studied 440,000 psc
emergency rooms in four Toronto hdstiteden June 2000 and December 2004. By comparing the medical reason
ER visits with weather conditions the previous seven days, with 95 percent to 99 percent accuracy they could ¢
weather conditions correlated with specific hiatth, moth as migraines or asthma attacks, that led to the ER visit.

Bart said if just one ER visit per patient in a single year had been avoided, it would have saved milijons of d
the amount of money saved, he said, would have eqtiede@ianhdian government spent on medical research that yea

Dr. Angela LaSalle with Fort Wayne Endocrinology concurs there are multiple medical conditions affected
particularly migraines. When a storm front is on its way and thedsatomeseaspit often triggers a migraine. But currer
research is finding other connections to health and weather, she said.

ANASA | ooks at that , how certain temperatures,
neur ot r a reswedthedlated isfarngatio hdt just patterns, affect health, LaSalle said.

AWe know vitamin D is a major player in diabetes:s
hor monal abnor mal i t i edng possikld @nnecionsdetweenovitamin B defctencyd aind Bos

and breast cancer. Sun exposure is critical to the formation of vitamin D in the body.

With advance knowledge of weather conditions, the patient whorbakesedeatdical conditicars go to the
doctor and say, fAo6What should | do so | dondét end

For example, one study examined ER visits during imm#uiatenststm periods. Researchers found a high
correlation between ER visits imtb&tame by patients with asthma and discovered the majority failed to use their pr:
asthma medications. Although they had access to them, most were using only rescue medications prior to the thur

Had they been alerted to the comingnveeettiitions, they could have started preventive medications in the days
to the storms, preventing costly ER visits.

Some changes to health caused by weather are fn
patient is walkimgbitter cold temperatures.

i But what wedre sa
forearmed. é We reall

Researcfindings

iI's subtle changes in we
pe this service wil!/l prov
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One twgyear study by the Veterans Health Administration fogludosleddvels were lowest in August and
September and peaked from February through April. With other things such as age, sex and severity of diabets
researchersuind people living in moderate or intermediatedclwiates temperatures ranged from 32 degrees to 4(
degree® had the most significant fluctuations iglhtose levels.

A few other findings from research that has examined weather and health:

?Whte cell counts vary seasonally, with the highest levels in the autumn.

?A strong correlation was found between the amount of sunshine in a given month and the number of hospit
for mania one month later.

?A correlation between increased exmosunlight and protection against coronary artery disease has been founc

?Levels of neurotransmitter markers in cerebrospinal fluid varied according to seasonal changes.

?Breast cancer survival rates in major urban areas in the United Statesheere/éosely proportional to sunlight
intensity the women living in higher suinlighsity areas had lower cancer survival rates.

BRIEFLYWNOTED

‘Tea Party' Location Irks Veterans (PITTMS)

By Brett Dalton

Pittsburg (KS) Morning 3ynil 14, 2009

PITTSBURS

For 17 months during the Korean War, Bob Roberts took part in combat missions as a soldier in the United St

After reflecting on his timefinamim on Monday, Roberts said, AThat
al so makes him something el se: a veteran. Anc
0O to be held at thesityeterans Memorial at Pitt
s not the message he takes issue with, but ra
i
a

Pa

—_— N —

is is something that really upset me, 0 he sai
have partisan, polmy isceans idhtielai tpiaerst.ydd t here reall

These fitea partiesd have been going on across t
Wednesday. The purpose of the rallies is to protest against government spending, including Wall Streenbailouts
stimulus bill, which supporters said was necessary to begin to fix the economy.

Pittsburgbés event is scheduled to begin at 5 p.
members of the Patriot Guard Riders.

Since it was anmzed that the rally would take place at the Veterans Memorial, several local residents have
displeasure with the site choice.

Bob Torbett is the director of the American Legion Riders and a member of the Kansas Patriot Guard, whi
than the PGR who wil/l attend the rally. He aleo i
Veterans Memorial.

iltds everybodybds right to have a 0 speakihg,on behalf o
of the ALR. AMost people think of th Veterang Mer
today and the people who have sacrificed for that.

Charles Heath, Commander of American Legion Postetlelsaies in the right to free speech, but he also take
issue with the site of the upcoming rally.

Al 6m not so sure the Veterans Memori al is the ap

The main argument among nt hioss et maehto ao pfppocsiei ttihceale vr
that is meant to honor veterans of the U.S. military.

However, the fAtea par tparisankveds Teylare opango abyone Who dants © atte
regardless obltical party affiliation.

Organizers of Pittsburgbs rally did not retuodn c
its | ocation, said the fAitea partieso are not meant

nPeopl e comilregq ttdhegetrheroitce be heard is al ways a
Republican Party. AThis is not a political e bemqgn t .
out of control, taxingdpeinout of contr ol and government being out

pr
e
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Mi nton said he doesndt have a problem with havi:t
places in the city that could accommodate a large crowd.

iWwere kind of | imited on places in Pittsburg, 0o h

Mintonds counterpart across the political aisle,

Al think the choi ce o fatappearstb lea pdrtisaN, @dliteal groupsis nbtesuntoar ge
idea, 0 said Crawford County Democratic Chairwoman
are being used as a pathway toafightg, parti san event. o

Jenkia was not available to comment for this story. However, her press secretary, Mary Geiger, said the conc
by speaking at the rally, means no disrespect toward the veterans.

AThe congresswoman has the uttmocsatn Orte sbpee cq u efsotri otn
Washington now, with spending and taxes, affects dr@ryorterans to small businesses and single moms and work

families. The congresswoman feels itds important t
Torbett saiccland many other upset local residents have sent multiple letters to PSU expressing their anger o
of the Veterans Memorial for Wednesdaydos rallng, Un
as | ongcefadandlegald s pe
Ailtés not our event at all, 0 said Cassie Mathes
pl ace, but as |l ong as itbés a decent, <c | etanj uesvte nbtec
out there, that doesndét make it a Pitt State event

To make their grievances well known, Roberts said several local veterans and their supporters plan
demonstration of their own Idetheir way of Wetesting thel usey ad the Vieterans
Memori al for the fApartisan event. o

ASol di ers are not Republicans or Democrats, 0 Rob

US To Pay Off All Pinoy World War 1l Veterans Within A Year (PSTAR)

By Jose Katigbak

Philippine Stakpril 14, 2009

WASHINGTQNThe United States is in a rush to pay off by February 2010 all Filipino veterans who can right
they sendbUncle Sam during World War 11, a senior Veterans Administration official said.

Retired US Army Maj. Gen. Antonio Taguba last Wednesday awardeguhe fiastempof $15,000 488

old Alberto Bacani in recognition of his military senéce @hd t he amount, whil e modesHt
for your faithful service to the nation. o
il dm happy we have at | ast won our fight for rec

the amountofmomeg r ecei ve but the recognition we have gai

Although called to serve in the military at a time when the Philippines was still a territory of the US, Filipino
under the command of Gen. Douglas MacArthur were stripped of theirW&ugtetiansa®r purposes of VA benefits
under the 1946 Rescission Act.

Taguba, the son of a Filipino veteran himself, authored the investigative report about the abuse of Iraqi prist
US forces at the Abu Ghraib prison in 2004.

In the presencéAmbassador Willy Gaa, he presented checks to Bacani and Adela Roldan Bugarin, a nurse
for US wounded during the battle of Bataan, at an awards ceremony at the Philippine embassy in Washington.

Bugarin, 80, was unable to show up at the entblassgl@eck was collected by her son.

Taguba said as of the first week of April some 26,000 applications for payments had been received in Wa
Manila, considerably more than the 18,000 veterans thought to be still alive.

Applications are chetchgainst a list of surviving Filipino veterans kept at the US Army Archives in St. Louis, Mis

Taguba said 16,143 applications were pending review, 776 claims had been completed and 195 checks
delivered.

A $198nillion compensation funéifipino veterans signed into law on Feb. 17 providedifioe paymeent of
$15,000 to Filipino veterans living in the United States who have become naturalized US citizens, and $9,000 (ak
to those living in the Philippines.

It is estimatl that about 12,000 veterans live in the Philippines and 6,000 are in the US.

UPDATE: Uncle Charlie's War (WFMY)


http://www.philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleId=457487&publicationSubCategoryId=205

By Alan Wagmeister

WEMYTV Greensboro, Mpril 13, 2009

Greensboro, N@ncle Charlie has a new advocate to help get him from Ohio back home to North Carolina.

A law professor specializing in veterans law took up the families fight to help bring Charles Newkirk home.

Craig Kabatchnick said he'll brirgyeadpbitise and his law clinic to try to help Laurica Oliver. Kabatchnick is the c
of the Veterans Law Program at North Carolina Central University.

She hopes this will be the final step into getting Uncle Charlie home.

"Uncle Charlie | know yourroigee this, but | told you | would keep on working, and | would get you home, | m
promise to you. And | have not given up. Please help me," says Laurica.

After World War II, Uncle Charlie got lost in the system until the family fouhbehMetar@tscAdministration and
even a congressman have not been able to overcome the bureaucracy.

The Veterans Law Clinic opened its doors in 2007. The group handles veterans claims as well as assist vetel
families with legal issues. douetermine eligibility by calling (9880530

A Day In The Life Of .... A Veteran Services Officer (VWTB)

By Kirk Dougal

Van Wert (OH) Times &ulkspril 13, 2009

Everyone wants to choose a profession that is fulfilling so that when the alarm clock goes off in the morr
drudgery to roll out of bed and begin another day of work.

Keith Harman is one of those people who is lucky drawaegtound that profession for himself. Harman is the V
Wert County Veteran Services Officer and has been in the position for almost 18 years. During that tinfec¢he missi
has not changed.

"The primary function of this office itotbely veterans and their dependents, widows and orphans obtain stat:
federal benefits that they are eligible to receive,” said Harman. "Along with that, we also provide eméagercy finan
for those who have gotten behind tHea#igtht their finances."

That important function can take considerable time and effort as well as what feels like a mountain of paper
situations. Harman said he could not name the number of times veterans were on the verge of fusegenrey up tr
what they had earned because of the paperwork and government bureaucracy that needed to be traversed. He fe
to be that liaison in between.

Going by the most recently released numbers, Van Wert County has about 2,6z0matetartsyfto help. He
also pointed out that everyone remembers the veterans who served damagrighttirhe sbut also that those who
served during peacetime are eligible for benefits as well. That also includes National Guavereneaileetsnidh
federal active duty such as the units who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan over the past few years.

Currently, Harman is usually seeing one of a handful of groups of veterans. Vietham veteransrgldtedgent O
problems arelkprevalent but Irag/Afghanistan veterans are also a large portion of his current cases as well as F
veterans. But that does not mean those are his only veterans who need help. World War Il and Korean War veter
up a portion of fisrk load. They can also prove the most @iftiaelvardingssues to work out.

Harman shared the account of one Korean veteran who hadtegerizaegsway back in the 1950s. It took month:
of work but eventually he was able to get theaweteyasizable settlement plus continuing benefits. Thahaagiadife
event for a veteran who was barely getting by before the appeal.

Not all the stories are so happy. Harman also told the tale of a World War Il veteran that lith iat $hik workin
present. This-saldier was hurt when his airplane was shot down and he had to ditch. He landed behind enemy lin
injured but, with the help of partisan groups inside the country, was never captured by the enemy. Thin&Var Dep
time recognized the injury but that is where the process stopped because the soldier eventually came back to the
Over the years, he has had plenty of trouble with the injury but, like a lot of men from that time, used hwmemade
wraps to make it feel better. Now, over 60 years later, Harman is having a terrible time trying to prove the ma
condition is from the original injury. And that led to one of Harman's most adamant pieces of advice.

"The best thing | can teafthe veterans) is to go to the doctor," said Harman. "Even if it is not a big deal now,
worse then you have a paper trail of the problems you've been having."

One of the other functions the Veteran Service Office handles is thetieamspdot ddbator and hospital visits. His
office usually arranges betweebO®0@ips per year. Harman has a list of volunteers who will drive veterans to t
Hospitals in Ft. Wayne, Indianapolis or Ann Arbor as well as other facilitied.tidheyanéy paileage rate for their
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service and act as an invaluable service for many veterans who would otherwise not have a way to get to medica
or treatments. To that end, the recent announcement apparently saving the VA Mosgditaiirg&tewenent budget
cuts is a huge relief.

"We have a large number of area veterans who use the Ft. Wayne facility," said Harman. "When initially the v
that based upon the numbers submitted the Ft. Wayne facility would beadtosedyit \Bas after the commission had
done their study, the Ft. Wayne facility had a huge influx of users so they had to go back and have a consultant ¢
back in and reevaluate. Now it appears it will remain a full service hospital.”

Harman pated out that having the facility just over the Indiana line saves area veterans and his office time and
insignificant because the trips make up a large portion of his expense budget. Generally speaking, he believes th
impressed thithe care they receive at the VA Hospital. It also helps that the staff there sees a lot of the same types
over and over which allows them to be more familiar with treatments. Of course they also have specialized areas ¢
their posthetic unit.

Harman laughed when he was asked what his typical day looked like. He may have a day where all he p
paperwork and the telephone begins ringing from the moment he walks in the door. Other days may entail pers
veerans and their families as they gather information for a claim. Part of the appeal of his job is that bé iwwever qu
a day will proceed.

But there is no hesitation when he is asked about the most fulfilling part of his positesrveldiesarewhhief
and door gunner on a Huey helicopter in Vietham, understands what the veterans have gone through from firsthe
so it is easy to see why he likes what he does.

"When you know that somebody is getting worse andia gisatédynaybe the VA denied a claim even though
you know it is justified." Harman said, "You go through the appeals process and win for the veteran, thtags the be
money is going to someone who needs and appreciates it."

Veterans To Gathé MFP)

By Brian Ojanpa

Mankato (MN) Free Pragsil 13, 2009

ST. JAMES®

Vietnam War veteran Dennie Kline lays out some numbers:

During that conflict nine soldiers fromwArat@ounty were killed and one is still listed as missing in action.

AThree hundred guys from Watonwan County served
small est counties in Minnesota, o0 Kline said.

Hence the reunion inJ&8mes for Watonwan County Vietnam vets that launched in 2003 with the intent of mal
evenythetyear event.

The reunion was reprised in 2005 but skipped in 2007 due to the-fmatdet Bacb Sandmeyer.

But i tos b a @i 25tcdunhativeywetsdrom neaa and far ovili gather anew at the Hickory Inn.

fiDad al ways wanted the camaraderie, just to get
much you need to have the guys around to give each atherghpor t t hey di dndét get wh

Reunion efmunder Kline said it took him and Sandmeyer a full year to organize the first event, which drew mo
veterans.

Kline expects a lighter turnout this time around.

ABut whateverntods good to get together with your

The reunion will include a meal and a talk by Watonwan County Veterans Affairs Director Deb Grote, who v
various benefit programs available to veterans.

There also will a shaygmm honoring each of those killed or missing.

More than 1,000 Minnesotans were killed or missing in action in the Vietham War.

Once In A Lifetime Trip For WW Il Veterans (KSLA)

By Ben Wolf

KSLATV Shreveport,,l&pril 13, 2009

WASHINGTON D.C. (KSIMgre than a hundred World War |l veterans experiendech difemoe trip this
weekend to the nation's capital.

They did so to see the World War 1l Meipersalin
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It's 5:30ni the morning as 111 World War Il veterans and 43 guardians to watch over them shuffled into
Regional Airport.

Time for chegkon Louisiana Honor Air: it's an organization aiming to bring every World War Il vet to our natic
to viewtheir memorial.

Emotions range from excitement.

"I've got all kind of expectations there and hope and I think it will be a once in a lifetime deal," said Biorld Wa
Cobb.

To tearful memories before the flight even takes off.

"Flew 69 missgron the 69th mission, lost the youngest man in our crew," cried World War 1l veteran Joseph M

Time to board a direct flight to Washington's Reagan airport.

The veterans packed ont-20 imphneed gntha baek. IvstamMark &raham, @ =~ w
soldier who sacrificed his life in the Iraq war nearly 65 years after these men served in World War II.

After a two hour fifteen minute flight, a fire fighter's water salute greets the veterans from the Bayou state.

Then the warmestvelcomes: more than a thousand fill the terminal to say thank you.

The first stop: a chat with wounded World War Il veteran and former Senator Bob Dole.

"They've had the experience. They just really get to see that the American people caréii 8hauijlototcasay
'thank you," said Senator Dole.

A few steps later, they view the World War Il Memorial situated between the Lincoln Memorial and the
Monument on the edge of the reflecting pool.

The veterans see themselves in battleam@@ years ago.

"When the airplanes explode back at you, that's getting pretty close to you, ya know," said World War |l ve
Butler.

Next, a stop at the Korean War Memorial.

"l learned that if you really want something, you're going tarlhémeitt said a veteran who served during bott
World War Il and the Korean War.

After lunch, a trip to the Arlington National Cemetery.

First, a bus tour past the nearly 300,000 thousand veterans laid to rest.

Then, silence as the veterans watchnigenghof the guards at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

"We have to respect them and keep on fighting for freedom as we have it today," said World War Il veteran Al

The tour then makes its way to the Marine Corp memorial: a stabute paying bf the most important battles in
World War Il history with soldiers raising the American flag atop Mount Suribachi during the Battle of lwo Jima.

"What do people from my generation don't understand?" asked Ben Wolf.

"The freedom, 'cause yeed&rm has never been threatened. You've always had it. You've taken it for grantec
guys had to prove what freedom was, by putting their life on the line," responded a tearful veteran.

During the trip back to Shreveport, the veterans have tis idastonehat home.

Thousands roar in cheer as active members of the military escort them to their loved ones.

lt'"s all an effort to say o6thank you' for what t

Shaler Photographer Had Passion For Life, Marines (PTR)

ByJason Cato

Pittsburgh TribuReviewApril 14, 2009

Saul Weiss picked on the teenage girl who lived next to his family in Oakland and doubted shenvgoigist pass h
to the point he promised to take her on a date if she did.

Rita Mazza aced it.

"He kept his word," said the woman known as Rita Weiss for the past 52 years.

Saul Weiss of Shaler died Friday, April 10, 2009. He was 82.

"He loved everythingar! Rita Weiss said. "He loved photography, and he loved his brother Marines."

The former hockey player for the Oakland Oak Leafs served in the Marine Corps during World War Il. He left
a corporal but rose to the rank of commandanT nitle tRevers Leathernecks, Marine Corps League Detachment No.
The last two words of his obdu&é®gmper Fidelis," or "Always F&itméflect his love of the Corps.

As a career, Mr. Weiss was a medical photograpHderatytiémspital and Weterans Administration hospitals in
Pittsburgh. He worked with noted surgeons including Dr. Thomas Starzl, Dr. Bartley Griffith and Dr. Robert Rogers
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"He worked with the finest doctors," Rita Weiss said. "He loved his job."

Mr. Weiss served as chisiealical media for the VA Hospital Systems in the New Orleans and Pittsburgh region:
retired in 1995.

He was the personal photographer of the late Cardinal John Wright and Monsignor Andrew Pauley at St. Pat
Oakland.

"He couldn't cabtite much in money," his wife said, "but he'd do anything in photography that he could."

That passion for still images was passed down to the Weiss' six children. Although none is a professional
each is a more than adequate amateur.

"Even Here | got a baseball mitt, | got a camera," said son Gregory "Gary" Weiss, 49, of Chicago.

He recalled summers filled with reading books from the public library because of his father's passion for educ
for fish sandwiches and root beer@yster House in Market Square as a reward when he and his siblings were good

"He was a multifaceted man," Gary Weiss said. "There were so many sides of Saul Weiss."

Mr. Weiss was a member of Sharing and Caring Inc. and the United States Marirenietaranise was a judge
for the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science, for which he instituted an annual Award for Excellence in Con
granted by the Marine Corps League.

He served as the Marine Corps League's military funerad, de@pilngaairrange burials for veterans and serving i
the honor guard during services. He also was the longtime coordinator of the VA's Volunteer Service, wHich arrang
trips to the VA hospital to visit and help patients.

Mr. Weiss was tlenof the late Samuel and Esther Colker Weiss.

In addition to his wife and son, Mr. Weiss is survived by two daughters, Victoria Kisslinger of Fox Chapel anc
of Roanoke, Va.; three other sons, Richard Weiss of Philadelphia, Paul Meiakeasf, Medlifoand Lawrence Weiss of
Scott; and 14 grandchildren.

The family will receive friends from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today and Tuesday at Frank R. Perman Funera
Saxonburg Boulevard in Shaler. Mass of Christian Burial will 2 t6lebmat¥dednesday in St. Mary of the Assumptio
Church in Shaler.

The family asks that memorials be in the form of donations to St. Joseph Church Building Fund, 330 Dors
Pittsburgh, PA 15215.

Stomach Bug Crystallizes A Threat From Amntgb{dtYT)

By Tara ParkBope

New York Time&pril 14, 2009

Earlier this year, Harold and Freda Mitchell of Como, Miss., both came dasrsiwitheatsérg. At first, doctors
did not know what was wrong, but the gastrointestinal symptoms became so severe that Mrs. Mitchell, 66, was I
two weeks. Her husband, a manufacturing supervisor, missed 20 days of work.

A local doctor whadhworked in a Veterans Affairs hospital recognized the signs of Clostridium difficile, a conta
potentially deadly bacterium. Although the illness is difficult to track, health officials estimate thatle thectémited Sta
cause 350,00infections each year in hospitals alone, with tens of thousands more occurring in nursing homes
majority of cases are found in health care settings, 20 percent or more may occur in the community. Miageiiness kil
15,000 to 20,0p80ple annually.

iltds been the worst thing I 6éve ever tried t.o ge
Al really did think | was going to die. o

What is so frightening about C. difficile is that it is oftiey aptilretics. The drugs wipe out the targeted illness, like
urinary tract or upper respiratory infection, but they also kill off large portions of the healthy bacteria that norm;
digestive tract. If a person comes into contactfiaile,@rdilready has it, the disruption to the beneficial bacteria create
opportunity for the harmful bacteria to flourish.

The public health community has been sounding the alarm for years about the overuse of antibiotics and the
i s u p adgbsaberia that have developed immunity to a wide number of antibiotics. But the C. difficile problem sh
threat is not generalized or hypothetical, but immediate and personal.

ARnOne of the things thatsweecbhaseAncansumeosi abb

Gerding, an infectious disease specialist at gdaothe S
reasons for taking an antibiotic, but an illness I&kersbrosithitis winds up being treated with antibiotics even though |
go away by itself anyway. o
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Even appropriate use of antibiotics can put a person at risk. Dr. Gerding said his own adult son came do
difficile infection after takinigiatnts for tonsillitis.

The typical treatment for C. difficile is another course of antibiotics, typically the drug vancomycin. But the
quickly turn tragic. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has reported on sevenall aadgsostgadum
women who developedHhieatening C. difficile infections after being treated for minor infections. In some instanc
difficile infection can be treated onl y pdients reporethag e n
they continue to suffer from regular bouts of diarrhea even after the infection is gone. About 20 percent of pat
infection suffer a relapse, and C. difficile support groups have emerged on the Internet.

In the case ofetiMitchell family, Mr. Mitchell had been taking antibiotics for another health problem, and the
apparently led to his C. difficile infection. Mrs. Mitchell probably contracted the illness from her husba@d. The s
difficile are hardynd contaminated surfaces must be scrubbed down with bleach to eradicate the germ. Doctor:
Mitchell s illness is wunusual because most peopl e
difficile if they had not liaking antibiotics, even after close exposure. The risk of contracting C. difficile outside the h
setting remains low, at about 7 cases per 100,000 people, studies show.

C. difficile is not a new illness, but it appears to be spreadmgrag eatealdhe rate of C. difficile infection among
hospital patients doubled from 2001 to 2005, according to an April 2008 report from the C.D.C. The rise in C.
around the world is linked with the growing use of all antibiotigs plasswabdrugs called fluoroquinolones, which carr
into widespread use around 2001. The ussupfpaiesking drugs, including proton pump inhibitors like Prilosec, also m
a risk factor, although studies have been contradictory.

In addition teecoming more common, C. difficile is also becoming more deadly. Several years ago, the mortali
a C. difficile infection was around 1 to 2 percent. But today, various studies estimate that the death rates@6 perce
is that a hyparulent strain has emerged that emits higher levels of toxins than earlier strains.

Many patients are far more familiar with another superbugesistniciitaphylococcus aureus, or MRSA, whict
can cause a severe and potentially deadlycian. iIM&SA started off primarily as a-baspiainfection but has
become increasingly common in the community.

Hospitals may become more motivated to control C. difficile if the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servic
withhold reimbumsent for cases of hospitglired C. difficile infections. The system already withholds reimburseme
certain other preventable hospital infections.

In addition to careful use of antibiotics, patients and hospital visitors should aviays bandgisghang, and
visitors should not sit on a patientds hospirepart b e
severe diarrhea symptoms to a doctor, particularly if they have taken antibiotics recently.

AUp adbmtuitl 2002, this was a very mild disorder an
gastroenterologist and associate professor adépashed.i
fewyearstieugs have become hypervirulent, more severe a
NATIONAINEWS

Restrictions On Cuban Americans' Travel To Cuba To Be Lifted (MH)

By Lesley Clark

Miami Heraldpril 4, 2009

Calling it "extending a hand to the Cuban people,” the Obama administration on Monday announced it is lifti
gift restrictions for Cuban Americans, allowing them to travel freely to the island and send additionalilfinancial
members.

"This is a reaching out to the Cuban people,” said White House spokesman Robert Gibbs, who made the al
along with special assistant to the president, Dan Restrepo, who spoke in Spanish.

President Barack Obama did not takeheapr@ss conference.

"These much needed changes will benefit the people; this policy extends a hand to the Cuban people," Restre

He added the move means the U.S. government is "getting out of regulating the relationship of @egoan famili
said.

The policy chang&vhich includes pushing for more cell phone and satellite service for Cubansrarkbehisland
most significant U.S. gesture to Cuba in decades and comes amid efforts in Congress to lift all teargédmelstrictions to
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The administration is hoping to hasten change on the island by increasing contact among Cuban Americans i
on the island, the White House said.

"This is an effort to reach out to the Cuban people in an effort to suppoadytieés Cabme fwefreely determine their
country's future," a senior administration official told The Miami Herald. “"The president has said timsasishie most ¢
open up the kind of space that is necessary to see democratic change in Cuba."

The changes include unlimited family visits and remittances, allowing U.S. companies to seek contracts for cc
services in Cuba and an expansion of humanitarian items that can be sent, the official said. Currently, Gsiban Ame
familynembers once a year.

The White House will direct the State, Commerce and Treasury departments to write the rule changes to
policy. It's not known when the new policy would take effect.

Obama campaigned on a promise to improve relatioba @it tbe policy changes have support among mar
Cuban Americans who'd like to see family more often. More controversial would be to lift the travel ban entir
lawmakers have suggested.

Freddy Balsera, a Demaocratic strategist who radehéspsnish media campaign during the presidential electi
called the changes "“innovative and aggressive."

"President Obama is displaying commitment to creating real, significant change in Cuba and the measures f
are an effective and niregful way to achieve that," said Balsera, a Cuban American.

Supporters of a hard line stance against the communist regime, however, criticized Obama for not seeking
from Havana. In a joint statement, Reps. Lincoln and-Bédaid Eag@bama has made "a serious mistake by unilaterall
increasing CubAmerican travel and remittance dollars for the Cuban dictatorship."

They called on Obama to insist that Cuba release political prisoners, legalize political parties, lg@sunions ¢
and schedule of free elections.

But the White House official said the change is aimed at increasing ceramumic&tidrans on the island and
here in the U.S.

The telecommunication changes may include allowing satellite radio and Evidoatwd tHedasing U.S.
telecommunications service providers to seek to enter into roaming and operating agreements in Cuba," the officia

Balsera said the changes would allow Cuban Americans to send cellphones to the island and nmay give s
access to text messages andie

The new policy also would expand the items that can be sent to Cuba, including clothing, personal hygier
fishing equipment.

"It works at a humanitarian level, that the U.S. government isn'thirfeerfdiahgelsiionships, but it also works at the
strategic level to open up space on the island to promote the-tontsalegrassacy that everyone wants to see as part ¢
Cuba's near future,” the senior administration official said.

The White Hee also called on the regime to end its practice of keeping a portion of every remittance.

"The important thing here, it takes the U.S. government out of the business of regulating contact between
separated Cuban families," the seniorteatiomisfficial said. “The president wants to make very clear that he thin}
Cuban government should get out of that business as well and should stop taking the usurious amounts of
remittances that they currently take."

Still prohibitegending items to senior government officials and Communist Party members.

The announcement is timed to coincide with the fifth Summit of the Americas, which opens this week in P
Trinidad. Latin American leaders have pressed the adtoinistratiize relations with Cuba, and its outsider status is lik
to be a topic of conversation.

In March, Congress rolled back travel restrictions that had been enacted under President Bush in 2004, all
Americans to visit relatives onahé @ice a year and stay as long as they like.

In 2004, Bush limited trips to every three years and only to see immediate relatives. Bush tightened travel af
regime imprisoned 75 dissidents during a crackdown.

Obama campaigned on a pledggiove relations with Cuba, but the administration has pledged not to lift the
embargo against Cuba.

"The road to freedom for all Cubans must begin with justice for Cuba's political prisoners, the right of free s
press, freedom of asslgmand it must lead to elections that are free and fair,” Obama said in Miami during a pr:
campaign stop. ~ That is my commitment."”
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Cuba watchers say the regime is unlikely to make any grand gestures in response. Havana warlts the U
entirely the trade embargo, which Obama has resisted.

A State Department spokeswoman said last week that as the administration reviews its travel and remittan
was looking “'to see evidence that the government of Cuba has comatteesisaif disparities among its citizens in
the enjoyment of human rights and economic opportunities.”

For some, the changes may not have gone far enough. The move comes a week after the Congressional E
met with Fidel and Raul Castro drttiesaplanned to ask Obama to start talking to the Cuban government.

Bills to lift the travel ban have been introduced in both chambers of Congress and-Rapt. Saho katraleling
with Obama to the summit, said Monday he planned toagivket@varalling for further changes to policy, including lifti
travel.

"It's time to initiate a complete overhaul of our relationship with Cuba,” Farr said. "It will start trétvetefodn to fal
remittances, but it can't end there. Wexpasd this new policy of diplomatic outreach to our own backyard and r
responsible relations with Cuba."”

Miami Herald staff writer Luisa Yanez contributed to this report.

© 2009 Miami Herald Media Company. All Rights Reserved.

Parroting Words Athe White House (WP)

By Dana Milbank

Washington Ppaipril 14, 2009

Man the rigging, me hearties. It's time for Cap'n Gibbs's daily briefing.

"Robert, thergies are holding many hostages from other countries,” warned Sheryl Stolberg of the New York T

Shiver me timbers!

"Robert, does President Obama view the Somali pirates as terrorists?" asked CBS News's Mark Knoller.

No, mate. He views them as sagsly d

"Any decision on how the fourth pirate is going to be charged?" inquired McClatchy's Margaret Talev.

Make him walk the plank!

Maritime piracy is, of course, a serious problem, particularly if you happen to be on a ship near the &orn of A
world of depression and war, the discussion of an American shipping captain's successful rescue from pirates ove
brought the rare sensation of adventure on the high seas to the White House briefing andrewargtavdgyseemed
to enjoy the diversion. Adding to the "Pirates of the Caribbean" atmosphere, the pirate briefing was accompanied b
being pumped out of loudspeakers on the lawn for the thousands of kids at the annual Easter Egg Roll.

Cap'n Gibbs was giving ndeguarthe cowardly swabs. "There's at least a small group in Somalia that knows tt
actions have serious consequences," he said. "That could be a deterrent in the future. People know that ¢here are
to what they do."

He'll see ye to Dalones, scallywags.

The White House press corps was in an uncommonly good mood yesterday, owing in part to the Obama ac
decision to reverse years of Bush White House policy and admit reporters' children to the Easter Eggéd®oll. Som
were also giddy with anticipation of Tuesday's arrival of the new White House dog. "Can you describe for us the
debut?" inquired Associated Press Radio's Mark Smith, to groans from his highbrow colleagues.

The main news of the briefisglhveaObama administration's softening of sGQuieagndilicies, a move to placate
Latin American critics in advance of this week's meeting of the Organization of American States. The WHite Hous
the visibility of the announcement by k&vpresident in the Oval Office (where he, too, could listen to the dance mi
the South Lawn) and having-eweidfficial from the National Security Council make the announcement in the briefing
in Spanish.

This meant that the Whiteselstenographers transcribed the announcement, in its entirety, as "(Speaking Spani

The official, Dan Restrepo, answered a question about the OAS. "(Speaking Spanish)," said the White House

A revised transcript later added the Spaatssh wor

Gibbs, who tried an "un momento" or two on the crowd, seemed pleased with what he called the "bilingual f
briefing.

"Has another language, other than English, ever been spoken from this podium as far as you know?" asked |
of he Wall Street Journal.

"My sense is 'no," " Gibbs replied.


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041302453.html

Actually, the better question was whether English has ever been spoken from the Whitdiidhsé wadiam
discussion for another day. Chuck Todd of NBC News gave Restrepo hisgrtorss'bid was suspicious about why
Obama himself wasn't making the announcement, because "it looks as if you were trying to avoid having his voic
associated with the Cuba announcement.

Gibbs was offended. His own statements siheuldkeot as "less than what any president would make" en a subje
"pirates or anything else."

Blimey! He mentioned the pirated this is just what the reporters had been waiting for.

The AP's Jennifer Loven had already let it be known diarehghastion] on pirates, so | don't know how you wa
to do that."

"We'll save pirates for . . . after the intermission," after the Cuba announcement, Gibbs proposed.

The reporters agreed, but this only meant there wesdeepemtd for pirate ensittter in the briefing.

"Do you have one more foilpan this?" Gibbs asked after a round of Cuba questions.

"No," replied one of the reporters. "I'm thinking about pirates."

Pretty much everybody was.

"Were they able to shoot at the pirates inyfitdisked ABC News's Jake Tapper.

"Two quick questions, please, on piracy?" asked Ed Chen of Bloomberg News.

"Back to the pirates for a second," counseled The Washington Post's Michael Shear, when questions stray
topics.

"A couple of cleanopsthe pirate thing," said McClatchy's Talev. "Is it right to say that the administration is now
in serious consideration of expanding or revising the U.S. policy toward pirates?"

Blow me down! The United States has a policy toward pattesSe|nCép'n Gibbs should schedule a second
bilingual briefing to address the pirates, as he said of the Cubans, in a "language that they can understand.”

Avast, pirates! We'll hang ye from the yardarm and make shark bait out of all of ye.

Obama Lifts Chs On Cuban Remittances, Visits (AFP)

AER April 14, 2009

WASHINGTORNJS President Barack Obama made a landmark gesture to communist Cuba, lifting all curbs on
maey transfers by Cudanericans to the island for the first time in three decades.

The White House said the move was intended to encourage expanding democratic and political rights in Cu
on Havana to respond in kind to help ease deeackeamtifgathy between the bitter foes.

But the move left a longstanding US trade embargo largely intact, with the White House saying it was up t
government whether Obama's steps, which were in line with his campaign promiseshawind adsthiliacarelations
between the two sides.

"President Obama has directed that a series of steps be taken to reach out to the Cuban people to support
enjoy basic human rights and to freely determine their country's futizdesppkesioem Robert Gibbs said at the first
bilingual press conference given at the White House.

"The president has directed the secretaries of state, treasury and commerce to carry out the actions neces
restrictions on the ability midiodls to visit family members in Cuba and to send them remittances."

In terms of improving the strained ties, "in many ways that depends on the actions of the Cuban government,”

"The president would like to see greater freedom for gem@ebarThere are actions that he can and has take
today to open up the flow of information to provide some important steps to help that. But he's not the only
eguation."

Specifically, the White House called on Cuba to reduckeclesgesitoney transfers to family members.

An estimated 1.5 million US residents of Cuban descent still have relatives in Cuba, and the question of ho\
the Castro government has long been an emotional one for the Cuban exile community here.

And the 4yearold US economic embargo on Cuba will not be immediately lifted.

But Obama will find support for a new US strategy to Cuba this week when he meets with leaders from aroun
hemisphere at a summit of the Americas in Trinideyand To

"If President Obama is serious about promoting change in Cuba, this executive order must be part of a larg
from the US's unilateral approach toward the Cuban government,” said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas director at
Watch.
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"Only by working with its allies in Latin American and Europe will the US be able to chip away at Castro
machinery."

Dan Restrepo, a special assistant to Obama for western hemisphere affairs, held out the prospect of future c
USstrategy to Cuba.

"US policy towards Cuba is not frozen in time," he said, in a briefing conducted both in English and Spanish.

But Obama's order would open a wide array of telecommunications links to the island, after decades of antip
Washingh and Havana.

It would allow US telecommunications network providers to link to Guytiac witblébeand satellite technology,
permit US wireless telephone providers to enter roaming service agreements with Cuban firms, and didastdJS sate
to the island.

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and econor
of its citizens," Gibbs said.

"President Obama believes the measure he has taken today will held med@itiat goa

Cubans in Havana were jubilant.

"It's magnificent! It's the news we've all been waiting for and hopefully it marks the start of a new friendship b
and the United States," said Ismary Hernandez, an employee of the Cubeyur travel age

Others saw in Obama's decision a strategic maneuver to avoid dravedeimptis first Latin American summit
later this week in Trinidad and Tobago.

The CubaAmerican community welcomed the US move, saying it could elicit an opaishglayacanmu

"Let's hope now the Raul Castro regime will be pressed to lift its own restrictions on Cubans wanting to trave
who now need a visa or entry permit;badedhCuban Democratic Directorate leader Orlando Gutierrez told AFP.

Theadministration's actions won applause in US farm states hoping to gain a new markets for their agricultura

"We should also immediately eliminate the roadblocks that the Bush administration put in place to make
farmers to sell faodCuba," said Senator Byron Dorgan, a Democrat from North Dakota.

"l also believe the embargo should be ended. When a policy has failed for nearly 50 years, it is time to change

Liberan Los Viajes A Cuba (NH)

Nuevo HeralApril 14, 2009

En una decision historica para las relaciones entre Cuba y Estados Unidos, el presidente Barack Obama
lunes todas las restricciones de viajes, vigentes desdddtackatrgdibero el envio de remesas de los cubanoamericat
con familiares en la isla.

"El presidente encomendd a los secretarios de Estado, Tesoro y Comercio tomar las medidas necesarias
todas las restricciones a individuos para quuvitisees en Cuba y les envien remesas”, indicod en rueda de pren:
portavoz de la Casa Blanca, Robert Gibbs poco después de las 3 p.m.

El mandatario "orden6 que se tomen medidas para extender la mano a los cubanos para apoyar su deseo
deechos humanos basicos y determinar libremente el futuro de su pais”, indicé Gibbs.

El anuncio pone fin a varias semanas de especulaciones sobre la entrada en vigor de las medidas de |
respecto a Cuba, un compromiso establecido por Obersia camgrafia electoral.

El levantamiento de restricciones beneficiara a 1.5 millones de cubanos y cubanoamericanos, que podran vi
dinero de manera ilimitada a sus familiares a la isla.

Se trata de un cambio trascendental después de aesledé&estticciones, y a pocos dias de la Cumbre de Iz
Américas, que de viernes a domingo reunira en Trinidad y Tobago, por primera vez, a Obama con sus
latinoamericanos.

Varios presidentes de la region han pedido a Estados Unidos gqeelavgateaitra Cuba, pero esa decision
corresponde al Congreso.

El portavoz de Obama dijo que "depende de las acciones del gobierno de Cuba" si las medidas adoptadas p
mejoran las relaciones con el régimen castrista.

Las medidas no vanidegg al gobierno de La Habana, sino a mejorar las condiciones de vida de los cubanos
en la rueda de prensa Dan Restrepo, responsable de politica hacia América Latina en el Consejo de Seguridad N:

"El presidente desea ver mayor libedaldpaubanos”, dijo Gibbs, quien recordé que las medidas de este |
concretan la promesa hecha por Obama durante su campafia para los cubanoestadounidenses, cuando dijo que
pueden ser "los mejores embajadores para la libertad:" de su pais

41


http://www.elnuevoherald.com/ultimas-noticias/story/426319.html

Gibbs también sefialo que Obama no tiene previsto levantar el embargo comercial contra la isla, vigente
hasta tanto La Habana no dé muestras de democratizacion.

Asimismo, este lunes Obama autorizO que compafias estadounidenses establezcda fibre optica y
satelitales con Cuba y negocien con sus pares en la isla para ofrecer servicios de telefonia movil.

También pidié ampliar la lista de productos humanitarios que puedan ser enviados a la isla, dijo Gibbs.

Se mantiene una prohibjgéda mandar dinero o regalos a funcionarios del régimen castrista, miembros del E
del Partido Comunista.

Los cubanoestadounidenses solamente habian podido viajar libremente a Cuba durante un periodo de me
anos, entre 1979 y 1982.

El Wngreso estadounidense aprobd en marzo una ley presupuestaria que prohibia utilizar fondos publicos
los viajes de cubanoestadounidenses a la isla.

Hasta entonces, la legislacion en vigor desde 2004, era que los cubanoestadoulialenigarsiia pez cada
tres afios a la isla, y podian enviar $300 cada tres meses.

Esas restricciones fueron decretadas por el entonces presidente George W. Bush.

Al ser un programa de restricciones establecido por decreto presidencial, Obestedtiéaelimnpario total o
parcialmente.

La decisién de Obama supone un gesto hacia Cuba en momentos en que el régimen castrista se ha most
menos beligerante hacia Washington.

Aunque no hay cifras fiables del envio de remesas a Culmacira 2084t $400 a $800 millones anuales, segur
estimados extraoficiales.

En diciembre pasado, los lideres del Grupo de Rio reunidos en cumbre en Brasil en presencia del presidente
Castro, pidieron unanimemente el fin del embargasleontra la i

Obama Relaxes Travel Restrictions To Cuba (FT)

By Edward Luce And Daniel Dombey

Financial Time&pril 14, 2009

President Barack Obama on Monday took a big stepléwngrdsumctions on Cuba, lifting all travel and remittanc
restrictions on Culfemericans and permitting US telecoms companies to offer services directly to the island.

The end of the restrictions, which Mr Obama promised during his campaigrimescenSuit be able to travel
to the island state when they like, as opposed to once a year, and send as much money as they want toagelatives,
$75 a month. Mr Obama also said he would perin€ritems to pay forduSided telecsrservices to relatives living
in Cuba.

ACl early, the Odxaami nidng nUS tpaltiioyn ticswareds Cuba,
for Strategic International Studi es . ofidchievedvwhatlitdvasb e
supposed to achieve. o

Mondaybés executive order, which comes as Mr Obam

this weekend, is likely to fuel conservative criticism that Mr Obama is trepsingodscititprélaist week, he came under
fire after the US said it would fully participate in multilateral talks with Iran.

However, even with Mondayd6s move, -GubaaAntercandwil st beb a
unable to tval to the island. A 1996 law prohibits Washington from normalizing relations with Cuba while Fidel C
brother, Raul, are in charge.

Analysts said Mondayds step was the mini mumeremece
the US will be the only country that |l acks full di

US officials are keen to prevent disagreements over Cuba from disrupting relations with centrist leaders in Tri
aggravating tensions witlwlefn g f i gur es such as Hugo Chavez, Vene.
engaged in a continual evaluation of our policy and how that policy could help result in a change in Cut that woul
democratic society there,o Jeffrey Davidow, special

Calls for the US to rethink itddoesd® | d e mbar go have grown since Fid
leader.

Obama Allows Unlimited TebVo Cuba By Relatives (LAT)
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Restrictions on money transfers to family members on the island are also lifted. Many trade restrictions rema
place.

By Mark Silva And Tracy Wilkinson

Los Angeles Timégpril 14, 2009

Reporting from Washington and Mexiéo Ty Obama administration announced Monday that it would pe
unlimited travel to Cuba by Cuban Americans and lift limits on trangfergeddtimeseon the Caribbean island while
keeping in place many-stagding U.S. trade restrictions.

Obama's moves make good on a campaign promise and seek to take advantage of shifting winds in Hav
Castro, who formally took over froiimgib@ther Fidel a year ago, adopts limited reforms. They also serve to blunt p
Obama was likely to face at this week's Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago, where Latin Americar
unanimously favor improved relations eaothriianist government, were expected to make the case to the U.S. preside

Momentum has been building for change in U.S. policies toward Cuba, and Obama's decision marks a signific
from past administrations. Still, it falls short of whatieeam the U.S. and abroad, have been demanding. A bill be
Congress would lift the travel ban on all Americans, not just Cuban Americans visiting family.

White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said Monday that the State, Treasurgepatt@amineroald lift all
restrictions on the visits of family members to Cuba and remittances as a way to "help bridge the gap between
families." The goal, he said, is to promote greater freedom and human rights in the natiios fonHajftae&dary.

The measures will allow "families to visit families [and] allow families to send back seameeaf theeyard
Cuba, Gibbs said, suggesting the president views closer relations among families as the key to a freer Cuba.

Aides to Obama said relaxing the rules also represented an effort to aid Cubans by making them less depe
Castro government, while continuing to hold it to account through the embargo.

In addition to easing travel and remittances, the egpandethe list of gifts Cuban Americans can send to the
families in Cuba and allow U.S. telecommunications companies to do business there. The Bush administrat
restrictions on Cuban travel, limiting passage to the island to two tiveekyearsrjor immediate family only. Under
President Clinton, Cuban Americans could visit their relatives once a year. Bush had also restricted remsttances |
immediate family, with a cap of $300 quarterly.

About 1.5 million Americans alaviwes in Cuba.

In his campaign for the White House, Obama had promised to ease travel restrictions, and the Democrat
unusually high share of the Cuban American vote in Miami.

Underscoring the changing politics of Florida's Cuban Ameriggn t@rannouncement drew support even fron
the state's Republican seratomself a Cuban American immigrant and former national GOP chairman who has
tough an€astro policies. In a statement, Mel Martinez called the new policyofgooldamefasnflies separated by the
lack of freedom in Cuba."

Still, Obama came under fire from some conservatives, who accused him of ceding too much ground tc
brothers. Republican U.S. Reps. Lincoln and MealarDiarothers who eaclesept largely Cuban American districts in
the Miami area, issued a joint statement charging that Obama was committing a serious mistake by unilaterally inc
American travel and remittance dollars.

Travel by Americans who do not have faobly irer@ains prohibited, but there are several exemptions, includin
journalists, academics and people on humanitarian missions. Others have long found ways around the pgohibition
Cuba from Mexico or Canada.

Nowhere has the call for alimg relations with Cuba been stronger than in Latin America, where Obama is v
later this week for the first time in his presidency. After a stop in Mexico on Thursday, he is to travegtingrahidad fc
34 of the hemisphere's heastatefand government. Cuba was not invited.

Among Latin American leaders, policy on Cuba has become something of a litmus test to measure the U.S
commitment to improving tattered relations with the region. However, the Obamasaoeenikzatido paevent Cuba
from dominating the summit agenda.

Jeffrey Davidow, the White House special advisor on the summit, said the U.S. government would contir
human rights and democracy as factors influencing relations with Cishan tdtayfademisphere, Cuba is the odd man
out," Davidow said last week.

Josefina Vidal, head of the North American section of the Cuban Foreign Ministry, suggested it was the U.S. 1
man out. Shortly after Fidel Castro took powegtdidsioke relations with Havana and persuaded most of the hemisg
to follow suit. Every country has since reversed itself, except the U.S.
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"The U.S. is the one standing alone," Vidal said in a recent interview in Havana. "The poliegrotisiglaterh"has b

In an unusual show of unity, a parade of Latin leaders has paid calls on President Raul Castro in recent mont
at the least, rapprochement and, at the most, an end to tblel dleSadesle embargo.

Obama has indicated Heawants to use the summit to launch a new era of goodwill in Latin America, following
what many saw as neglect or hostility under the Bush administration.

To succeed, he would have to show himself more receptive to Cuba, analystagnd diplomats

Whether the measures announced Monday are enough remains to be seen.

Several U.S. lawmakers, especially from farm states, are also pushing for trade restrictions to be easec
maintaining them, saying they can serve as leverage for fhredduse tGuba to free political prisoners and enac
democratic reforms.

An embargo was formalized by the 1992 Cuban Democracy Act and tHRuit®8dddelmbich together bar most
trade with Cuba. However, under a separate 2000 law, Congtedsaditopredhase U.S. agricultural products on a cast
only basis.

Since then, Cuba has bought more than $2.5 billion in American agricultural and food products, including r
billion in 2007 and 2008 combined, according teCiiegaU.&de aitonomic Council, which advocates trade betweer
the two countries.

As a result, experts estimate Cuba imports more food products from the U.S. than anywhere else. Under t
U.S. firms may export healthcare products.

The Cuban government saysetdy to talk to Washington but will not accept preconditions.

The new rules broaden what can be shipped to Cuba as gifts, but it remains illegal to send money to senio
officials and Communist Party members.

Under the rules, the Obama attatiars will also start issuing licenses to allow companies to provide cellphor
television services to Cubans and allow relatives in the U.S. to pay for those services for their families on the islanc

mdsilva@tribune.com

wilkinson@latimes.com

Times RkXico City Bureau chief Wilkinson was recently on assignment in Havana. Staff writer Peter W
Washington contributed to this report.

U.S. Eases Firms' Access To Cuba (WSJ)

Rules to Change for Telecom Companies; Communist Government's Appikaed &til

By Laura Meckler And Amy Schatz

Wall Street Jourripril 14, 2009

WASHINGTONThe Obama administration said it would allow U.S. telecommunications companies to set u
Cuba, a step that may be mostly symbolic in the short term, as the president moves to take a new tack with Havan

The administration also said it was lifting, as expected, longtime restrictions thadreriteah Gaivélies'
remittances and trawethe island. Under the new policy, they may visit Cuba as often as they like and send family
money as they want.

Together, the policy changes are aimed at opening up Cuba to U.S. influences, both to family members livin
the broadevorld of television, radio, the Internet and telephone connections.

U.S. companies would need the permission of the Cuban government teldeand sagillitprograms onto the
island, and there was no indication that such permission woulihge Rathegrthe White House cast the moves as ¢
way to challenge the Cuban government to open itself up to the outside world.

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and econor
of i citizens," said White House press secretary Robert Gibbs. "President Obama believes the measure he has te
help make that goal a reality."”

Pressed on whether these moves represent a diplomatic overture to Cuba after nearlyhaeshity, ceffitiaysof
suggested they were taking the side of everyday Cubans who may resist the edicts of their government.

"This is a step to extend a hand to the Cuban people, in support of their desire to determine their own futu
Restrepo,esnior director for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the National Security Council. "It's very important to h
space, so the Cuban people can work on the kinofgdessocracy that is necessary to move Cuba to a better future
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The administien is taking a stapstep approach to Cuba, offering these moves early in President Barack Ob
term and challenging Cuba's leaders to open their political system. If Cuba responds, more direct-espicimadic overt
greater American toaréand direct talks on immigrationld be in the offing.

Mr. Obama declined to make the announcement himself. But in another symbolic move, Mr. Restrepo tr
statement into Spanish from the boefimgodium. It was believed to betthndira language other than English was
spoken from the White House press room.

In making the changes to telecommunications rules, the administration will essentially eliminate some of the
prevents U.S. companies from teaming up witbvideas po offer phone services in Cuba, as they do in other L
American countries.

Telecommunications giants AT&T Inc., Verizon Communications Corp. and Sprint Nextel Corp. are among
phone carriers currently allowed to exchange pintereinaffic with Cuba, albeit indirectly.

The Obama administration is eliminatingrautiafficestriction, which will make it easier for telecom companies to
service directly to the island. The moves will also allow telecom pesvittersoanesgrvice agreements with wireless
phone providers in Cuba, to make it easier fén@rizams to stay in touch with family.

Last year, the Bush administration announced a new policy that allowed Americans to send cellghdries to th
was of limited benefit to some Cubans because of technical difficulties in getting the U.S. phones to wesk on the
providers' networks.

The Bush policy would continue under the Obama administration. U.S. residents wedltbgtsy lier gllawme,
Internet, satelit® and radio services for people in Cuba under the new guidelines.

Alberto Gonzalez, a spokesman for the Cuban Interests Section, the Cuban government's representative in
said Cuba did not have an irateetisponse to Monday's announcement. He added, though, that in his of
implementation of the policies would require the U.S. to establish diplomatic relations with Cuba .

Improved access to the Cuban market has hardly been on the top oftplitmemanpaseges’ wish lists, partly
because the market is small. But the policy shift could lead to more invesgticdinss fiodre island.

Christopher King, a wiratehisstry analyst with Stifel Nicolaus & Co., said in a researChlveotedhlat be viewed
as an attractive new market for carriers.

Write to Laura Meckler at laura.meckler@wsj.com and Amy Schatz at Amy.Schatz@wsj.com

Obama Lifts Broad Set Of Sanctions Against Cuba (WP)

Barriers for U.S. Relatives And Telecoms Struck Down

By Michael D. Shear And Cecilia Kang

Washington PpAipril 14, 2009

President Obama yesterday announced a series of steps aimed at easiatjotehip. #ith Cuba, breaking from
policies first imposed by the Kennedy administration and stepping into an emotional debate over the bediavay to b
change to one of the last remaining communist regimes.

White House officials said ebisidn to lift travel and spending restrictions on Americans with family on the isl;
provide new support for the opponents of Raul and Fidel Castro's government. And they said lifting the
telecommunications companies reaching oistaidvll flood Cuba with information while providing new opportunitie
businesses.

Obama left in place the broad trade embargo imposed on Cuba in 1962. But just days before leaving to atte
with the leaders of South and Central Areer@aréed restrictions that barred U.S. citizens from visiting their Ci
relatives more than once every three years and lifted limits on the amount of money and goods Cuban Americans
to their families.

He also cleared away virtuallySalrédiulations that had stopped American companies from attempting to brin
hightech services and information to the island.

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and econor
of its citizens," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said yesterday in announcing the new Cuba policy. "Pr
believes the measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality."

Under the new rules, officials say, there ie lieelgnt explosion of new charter flights to the island, and dir
commercial flights could follow. Gifts and money will flow freely from U.S. relatives for the first time. Andulte annot
open the door for the American information revehigomhto island natioin the form of Howard Stern on Sirius radio,
iPhones and Wikipedia.
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The moves were hailed by many advocates of greater openness toward the regime, including the busines:
which sees new opportunities for commataga8uhmediately criticized by those on the right and the left who said it
went too far or not far enough.

Reps. Lincoln and Mario-Badart, brothers and Florida Republicans who are from Cuba, issued a joint statemer
the move a "sesamistake" that represents a concession to a repressive regime. They said the money flowing into ¢
reach communist leaders, not the people.

"President Obama has violated his pledge of January 20 by unilaterally granting a conceshipnvbithendictato
provide it with hundreds of millions of dollars annually,” their statement said. "Unilateral concessicas bolihendictatol
it to further isolate, imprison and brutatieempovacy activists."

On the other side of the issarp<CPascual, director of foreign policy at the Brookings Institution, praised the po
as a good first step that recognizes what he called 50 years of failed policy toward Cuba.

But Pascual, who was born in Cuba and came to the UnitegeSRasescatlamocratic change in the country will no
come until the U.S. trade embargo is lifted. Most nations now have diplomatic relations with Cuba, leaving the
virtually alone in its attempts to enforce the embargo.

"It isn't enough,"dsBiascual, who has been mentioned as a possible candidate to be U.S. ambassador to Mexi
of itself, it's not going to produce a radical change in Cuba. But it's a recognition that a change is necessary."

White House officials cast the poli@sshié beginning of a change in direction that Obama signaled when he
candidate. During the campaign, Obama promised to ease travel restrictions and said he was open to dialogue v
regime without "preconditions."

Gibbs said the bafiasv in Cuba's court.

"The president has made clear that he is willing to talk to our adversaries," Gibbs said, adding: "I do think th
that we woulethat the Cuban government can and must take."

There are some indications the Cubandeadessly to do that. Last week, a delegation from the Congressional |
Caucus visited Cuba and met face to face with Fidel Castro, spending 1 1/2 hours with him at his home.

According to Rep. Barbara l-€al{D), one of the three delegation meéPaktsiold them Cuba is open to talks with
the Obama administration "without preconditions.” In an online column before the meeting, Castro wrot dfat "we ¢
dialogue with the United States," adding: "That is the only way tosithiand friegice between peoples.”

The Obama administration had telegraphed for weeks that the travel and money restrictions would be lifted
rules for telecommunications firms were a surprise and sent stock prices of several caragangegehighdayn

The changes do not alter the Cuban governmetéisdioiggefforts to hinder foreign companies operating on t
island. But U.S. firms will no longer face American restrictions against building underwater fiber pipesignasaming |
to Cuba. Satellite radio and television operators can now try to bring their content to residents there.ofsditieliphon
be able to pursue partnerships with Cuba's local network operators for roaming contracts so WS thestomers
phones while on the island.

The changes will challenge the nation's monopoly telecommunications service provider from Venezuela, anal

"Once you begin getting the system in and begin moving bits there, lots of things beocsarernpbbsiokethaaid
Steven Clemons, director of the foreign policy program at the New America Foundation.

Industry giants AT&T and Verizon, along with the major telecom and wireless trade groups, declined to corn
they were waiting for metaild on how firms will be able to offer their services to the nation.

But analysts say the potential business to supply Cuba's estimated 12 million residents with cellphone, |
satellite television and radio service could be a booreftorassS. te

A report by Research and Markets, which follows telecommunications trends in Latin America, said Cuba h
rate of cellphone and Internet use in Latin America. Cuba began to offer cellphone service last April, under P
Castrowho was handed power by his brother Fidel.

Loosening Of Cuba Embargo Could Mean Huge Possibilities For U.S. Businesses (LAT)

The policy shift could lead to telecom deals and more air travel, among other opportunities. The degree of ac
that Cuba willféer, however, is still in question.

By Peter Pae And Alana Semuels

Los Angeles Timégril 14, 2009

Airline flights. Phone service. Money transfers.
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Those are among enticiagy or expanded business opportunities seen ahead for U.S. companies with M
loosening of the U.S. embargo with Cuba.

"This is a big deal; it's a significant change in U.S. policy," said former Ambassador David A. Grossathe U.S. ¢
inernational communications and information policy and a partner at law firm Wiley Rein.

Though the announcement by the Obama administration signaled thawing of relations with the commt
guestions remain about what kind of access to thekista@dbaavill allow U.S. companies.

Telecommunications businesses will now potentially be able to enter into roaming agreements-witth€uban c:
Cuban government agrees, Gross said. That means Cuban Americans could send U.S:. cdipiliesewho thii be
able to make roaming calls on them and communicate with friends and family in the U.S.

And the latest policy shift has raised prospects that travel restrictions could be lifted for everyoneyriseding a su
About 1.5 Hmn Americans, including about 85,000 Cuban Americans who live in Los Angeles, have relatives on the

"This is definitely a step in the right direction for the airline industry and for the travel industry,” said Mich
general manager fouba Travel Services, a Long Beach agency that specializes in booking travel to the island
loosening of travel restrictions, the company said it was working to return direct charter flights from Lo& Angeles
June or July. The fighére eliminated after the Bush administration tightened restrictions in 2004.

"But the big thing will be when the restriction is lifted for everyone. You'll see a tremendous boost in tourism," |

U.S. airlines are currently restricted fromgopaalarly scheduled flights, and planes chartered by federally lice
travel agencies will still be the only way for Cuban Americans to visit the island.

Americans without families in Cuba can travel to the island only if the visit is Itetateal $patriguevent or for
humanitarian missions. Journalists can also travel to Cuba.

Several U.S. carriers said it was too early for them to know what kind of effect the new policies would have ¢
Cuba.

"It is a little bit too prematusay exactly what kind of opportunities this will present to Delta or to any other U.S.
said Carlos Santos, a Delta Air Lines Inc. spokesman. "The industry is waiting for details and seeing how
implemented.”

The biggest immedeiftect could be with satellite TV and radio companies such as Sirius XM Radio Inc., wh
potentially provide service to Cubans, Gross said.

There is potential for significant growth in Cuba's telecom industry.

According to 2007 statistics fromtéineational Telecommunications Union, 11% of Cuba's population subscri
telephone services, and only about 2% of the population subscribes to cellphone service.

Fewer than 1 of every 100 Cubans is a broadband subscriber, even though 186 asththpdptdenet.

As a matter of comparison, in the Dominican Republic, 56% of the population subscribed to cellphone serv
were two broadband subscribers for every 100 inhabitants.

With any of these services, however, companiesongitsfoe the Cuban government to issue-ldandesides
to do so at all.

The administration also said Monday that it would allow U.S. telecom providersdptestaitlistsébaces linking
the United States and Cuba.

If Cuba approvetka fibeoptic connection, there are dozens of companies that could benefit by building and o
this connection, which could providedsimetephone, Internet and video services to Cuba.

"This is a sea change in U.S. policy,"” Gross said.

"Nowit's up to the Cuban government to let its people have access to this type of goods and services."

The administration also will now allow computers, software and phones to be donated to Cuba without a licen:

Many U.S. wireless companies were mumaidontlagw they planned to react to the policy changes.

"We're certainly going to study the administration's proposal, but beyond that, we can't comment,” said Geof
AT&T Inc. spokesman.

peter.pae@Iatimes.com

alana.semuels@latimes.com

U.S. Remas Ban On Communications Firms Entering Cuba (MH)
By John Dorschner
Miami Herglépril 14, 2009
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The Obama administration removed Monday many of the embargo constraints on Ameocaercmgpanies
communication services to Cuba or within the island.

The new policy allows U.S. companies to establiit fivet satellite links to Cuba as well as letting them licer
roaming agreements for cellphones on the island. Radio aedcOM sanédig can also provide services directly to Cube
citizens.

Americans will now be able to send Cubans cellphones, computers, software and satellite receivers, the
reported. Last year, the Bush administration authorizsheCichas teend cell phones to family members, but the
Obama announcement doesn't restrict the gifts to relatives.

The White House said the idea was to remove any U.S. limits to free expression on the island. "There are so
the Cuban government can astitake," said presidential spokesman Robert Gibbs at an afternoon press conference

American companies responded cautiously to the policy change, and an expert was skeptical about how
policy could do.

"We will look at any change in Uic§. yry closely, and should a new market opportunity arise in Cuba, cal
consider our options," said DirecTV senior vice president Jon Gieselman.

AT&T, Verizon and Sirius Radio had no immediate comments.

Enrique Lopez, who runs AKL Group, ation@rtelecommunications company in Coral Gables, doubted tha
Cuban government would allow much in the way of more open communications. "Anything that attempts to bypa:
control will be politely rejected,” he said.

Eight U.S. compareées licensed by the Federal Communication Commission to-gisiaideci@egvice to Cuba
through cable or satellite, including AT&T and Verizon. It's not clear how many actually provide the service, howev:

Communications within the island habedarignited. The Cuba Factbook of the Central Intelligence Agency re
that in 2007 the 11.4 million citizens had one million phones. The International Telecommunications Union rep
percent of citizens had access to the Internet @08 the CIA says many of those havlegabstatus by obtaining
stolen passwords intended for hotel guests.

The CIA reported that Cubans owned 198,000 cellphones in 2007. In March 2008, Cuba lifted its ban on pi
owning cellphonest iv's unclear how much that change has increased usage.

Miami Herald business writer Monica Hatcher and Associated Press contributed to this report.

US Eases Cuban Travel, Money Restraints (AP)

By Robert Burns

Associated Pregsoril 14, 2009

WASHINGTON In a measured break with acdwtifiry of U.S. policy toward communist Cuba, the Oban
administration lifted restrictions Monday cAiGabeans who want to travel and sendortbaeysland homeland.

In a further gesture of openness, U.S. telecommunications firms were freed to seek business there, too. Bu
U.S. trade embargo remained in place.

The White House portrayed its changes, which fulfilled one BéRidsidbama’'s campaign promises, as a path tc
promoting personal freedom in one of the few remaining communist nations. They also marked another major s
the foreign policy priorities of the Bush administration.

But the moves fell far stidhisomore drastic policy adjustments thét ismioding Republican Sen. RichardLugar
have argued are required to promote U.S. interests in Latin America and to bring about change in Cuba. For mc
Cuba remains the only country in tthéhemrgovernment prohibits them fronmdvisibagier to potential travelers as well
as to the Cuban tourist industry that would like to see them.

Cubans welcomed the changes but said more should be done.

"It's help that the people really needyiagF&wonzalez, a-yarold housewife in the leafy Havana neighborhood o
Vedado, said of the ending of limits on money sentAiy&idaas. "Right now, we have to work lots of jobs just to m:
ends meet."

But few Cubans expect Obama to end teentvadyp or allow American tourists to visit the island without limits.

"He should do more and lift travel restrictions for all Americans," said Alje=atolGedtiee@3 "Until he does that, |
don't think he's doing much."

Lifting or substantialasing the economic embargo, as set forth in the Cuban Assets Control Regulatic
administered by the Treasury Department, would require legislative action by Congress. The White House made
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any intention to seek such changes; Obaasaaspidsidential candidate that the embargo was a form of leverage to
for democratic reforms in Cuba.

Julia Sweig, director of Latin studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, described Obama's changes as "tee
and said they appedrdéalriven more by domestic political calculations that by foreign policy considerations.

"This is a cautious first step by a president whose political advisers are looking at the Florida eleatasal vote,”
telephone interview, "and who dmokiog at this as a matter of foreign policy. That's the big problem with Cuba pol
have a policy toward Miami and not toward Havana."

Sweig added, however, that Obama's decision to authorize more telecommunications links with Cyba was
significant opening,” particularly if the Cuban government follows through and allows those connections.

Jose Miguel Vivanco of Human Rights Watch welcomed the Cuba announcement but said more should be dc

"If President Obama is serious about prohaotgegin Cuba, this executive order must be part of a larger shift
from the U.S.'s unilateral approach toward the Cuban government,” Vivanco said.

Taking the other side, three Democratic lawmakers wrote in a letter to Obama on Morates thoatdhisagecisi
"devastating consequences."

They said the Cuban government takes 30 cents of every dollar in U.S. remittances that enters the country as

"This income facilitates the regime's finance of its repressive state secuilityyaypatatd$é letter was signed by
Reps. Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Florida and Albio Sires and Robert Andrews of New Jersey. They recomm
calibrated approach: doubling the amount of allowable money transfers to family membbeialOulag atfenited
transfers.

American policy toward Cuba has been frozen since 1962, when the Kennedy administration broadened a
embargo imposed by the Eisenhower administration the previous year. The original aim wak@asiriolg Mawxigtide
government at a time whenbldc&ed exiles mounted the failed Bay of Pigs invasion and Soviet missiles in Cuba pu
world close to nuclear war.

Sporadic congressional efforts to end the embargo since then have failedtHargelitickienfluence of powerful
Cuban exiles, mostly in Florida, who are determined to isolate Cuba, strangle its economy and force Castro out.

Castro, now 82, ceded the presidency to his brother last year due to illness. Raul Casigy) @ nsdomgs snoy
fundamental changes.

The White House portrayed the lifting of travel restrictions and money transfers to familyomsupkss witGuba
the telecommunications chahg@essteps to bridge the gap among divided Cuban families.

"Allwho embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and econorr
of its citizens," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said in announcing the decision. "President Obamz
measure he htaken today will help make that goal a reality."

It had been known for more than a week that the White House would announce the Cuba changes in advanc
attendance this weekend at a Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. €obatisaégetizohg of 34 heads
of government, but a number of participants are expected to use the session as an opportunity to press the U.
relations with Havana.

There has been a growing chorus of congressional advocates for cpalige towdr8.Cuba. In February, Sen.
Lugar, Bnd., issued a report based on a Senate Foreign Relations Committee staff visit to Havana that called for a
family travel and money transfer restrictions.

Lugar's report also urged congressitoalto remove all U.S. travel restrictions, not just thoséfoer@aiosn
Further, it advocated lifting travel restrictions on Cuban diplomats in Washington, who are not allowedeto journt
capital area. It said this would encouraggracal lifting of Cuban restrictions on U.S. diplomats, improving the
government's ability to understand more fully the conditions that exist on the entire island.

Separately on Monday, a U.S. religious freedom watchdog group said #dhaol teboffadéioding trip after
the Cuban government did not issue visas to its delegation. The U.S. Commission on International Religious Fre
visas had been applied for weeks earlier and it had received no explanatiorréanatigyahtydwe

After Obama Olive Branch, Next Move Is Cuba's (MH)

By Lesley Clark

Miami Heraldépril 14, 2009

WASHINGTONThe Obama administration's lifting of staietibres on Cuban Americans marks the most significa
overture toward the island nation by an American president in decades.
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The advantages for Cuban Americans eager to visit family members on the island more fregasrdle dhe obviou
benefd for Cuba's castarved government: hundreds of millions of dollars in additional income yearly from exiles vis
members and dropping money on flights, lodging, meals and gifts for relatives.

But the gain for the administratiod PresideBarack Obama's campaign pledge to bring libertad" to Cubans ol
island-- may be some time coming, if at all. As 10 other American presidents have discovered, the Castro re
interested in relaxing its grip on power.

Experts on CubiS. elations say pressure on the Obama administration from Latin America and Europe to brin
from the cold, combined with congressional efforts to ease sanctions and Havana's storied resistance toythe Unite
lead Raul Castro's governmeahsider itself in a position of strength.

Yet Obama represents a potential challenge for a Cuban regime headed by white septuagenarians. The maj
population is black or of mixed race, and the young U.S. president is popular aoioengsevwdrigtiayn &y prod Havana
into acknowledging, however slightly, his gesture.

"There is a concern [among Cuban leaders] that if they don't respond somehow to Obama's overture, it will
slight," said Jaime Suchlicki, director of thetyUafvbtsimi's Institute for Cuban and-Alnbacan Studies. ~The
president is talking about talking to everyone, so they can't be entirely recalcitrant. They'll play the game a little bit.'

NO GRAND MOVE

Yet, Suchlicki and other Cuba watchers bati¢¥avana is unlikely to reciprocate with any grand move, bey:
perhaps releasing a few political prisoners or shedding some of the bureaucracy it imposes on Cuban Americans
island. Changing Cuba's economic and political systebedaslongstarter.

"So, the question is, is the U.S. going to be satisfied with token gestures, or do they want more?" Suchlicki
dealing with a hardened dictatorship. They're not going to step down for Obama."

Criticized by his rivalsnduthe presidential campaign for suggesting that he would meet with Raul Castro
preconditions, Obama pledged during a campaign speech in Miami to focus his Cuba-frelegoom libertad

"The road to freedom for all Cubans must begticevibr jCuba's political prisoners, the right of free speech, a f
press, freedom of assembly, and it must lead to elections that are free and fair,” he said then. “That is my commitr

Obama is widely expected this week to lift the renrationgsres Cuban family travel and remittances to the islar
Asked what the White House expects in return, a State Department spokeswoman said the administration "—h
evidence that the government of Cuba has committed itself to sp@aiéssiregnding its citizens in the enjoyment of
human rights and economic opportunities."

One unpredictable factor may be the resurgence of Fidel Castro, said Brian Latell, a senior research asso
Institute for Cuban and Gélmaerican StudieThe aging leader met at his home last week with a delegation of black
lawmakers and proclaimed himself interested in helping Obama succeed.

Obama Removes Barriers To Cuba (WT)

By Jon Ward

Washington Timégpril 14, 2009

President Obama on Monday lifted the most stringestr@&isbtions on trade, travel and remittances to Cuba a
opened the door for new U.S. telecommunications deals on thenslaadhat signaled a different approach to the
communist regime and was seen as heading off a potential issue of contention at a major hemispheric summit late

"We're getting the United States out of the business of regulating thbetatonghiban families," said Dan
Restrepo, the president's top adviser on Latin American issues at the National Security Council.

"The Cuban government should get itself out of the way and allow Cuban families to support Cuban famil
createshe kind of space, in our view, that is necessary to move Cuba forward to a free and democratic Cuba," he s

The administration rolled back some restrictions on family travel and remittances imposed by the Bush admi
then went further,ppimg barriers to U.S. satellite and cellular phone companies conducting business in Cuba.

The telecom move is a gamble for both the U.S. and Cuba. It could enrich the Cuban government but woul
open what has been a closed and totalitarignto@utside communication via cell phones, television and radio.

There was general approval of the president's decision from lawmakers and advocacy groups, a decision t
promise made by Mr. Obama during the presidential campa&grenDisageins over whether to take further action o
pulling down travel, trade and business barriers between the U.S. and Cuba.
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Bills to allow all Americans to travel to Cuba have been introduced in both chambers of Congress, but the
studiouglavoided taking a position on whether or not it supports such a move, or whether it would be in favor of li
restrictions.

Mr. Restrepo called the steps announced Monday "the most effective under the current circumstances," th
sdd that U.S. policy toward Cuba is "not frozen in time."

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said that the president's decision was "in no way designed to, or
to, quell scalled pressure," but the announcement came days beforeddpa@bdorahe Summit of the Americas in
Trinidad and Tobago, a trip that will be preceded on Thursday and Friday by a trip to Mexico.

Mr. Obama's easing of the restrictions shows that he is "willing to change policies that have not waaked in the
to our enemies rather than try to isolate them," said Stan Marcuss, who Waotbh@golcy 8t President Carter when
the White House removed almost all travel barriers. He now works at the law firm Bryan Cave LLP.

"I think there's a big aippéor that in Latin America and around the world," he said.

Latin America also is home to a cadre of foreign leaders, led by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, who ar
toward the U.S. and grew increasingly so during the Bush yeadsrd hiese feaner Cuban dictator Fidel Castro as at
icon, and there is a general feeling among many Latin American countries that the U.S. should cooperate more v
government, which has been headed by Mr. Castro's brother Raul for the past year.

Even many aftastro groups think President George W. Busihis pasdionswhich were enacted in 2004 in
response to a crackdown on dissidents-di@ubare harm than good.

The Bush administration restrictions being lifted by Mr. Obadnth@dlatban people but not the government, sai
Camila Ruf@allardo, a spokeswoman for the Cuban American National Foundation.

"It was more difficult for people to grow independent of the state, to allow people to think and act freely indef
state, and it hurt our ability to help opposition groups or human rights groupsGaEtids URiess they're a family
member, you can't send them money. So it was counterproductive to the process of helping to precipitate a
denocracy."

Since 2004, travel to Cuba has been limited to once every three yeAraddca&ishamd their visits have been
limited to nuclear family members and could not last more than 14 days. Remittances also were limited in 2004
familymembers.

Mr. Obama's changes will allow Botecans to travel back to the island to visit extended family as far remoy
second cousins and will eliminate time limitations for those visits. It also will allow remittances to bengent to ex
households as long as they do not include senior Cuban government or Communist Party officials.

The remittance limit of $300 every three months was eliminated, and the amount a Cuban American trave
could carry with him or her was chang&3®® back to $3,000, the amount allowed before the 2004 tightening of restt

Remittances from the U.S. to Cuba have amounted to between $500 million and $1 billion annually, accordin
the past few years by the Commission forcadsisidiree Cuba and the Government Accountability Office.

If more steps are taken in the future to ease restrictions, Mr. Marcuss said, they likely would involve easing 1
the sale of agricultural products and medical equipment tarpQubasers

Sen. Max Baucus, Montana Democrat, whose state is one of the largest producers of U.S. beef, called the Ol
"a good first step," but said the U.S. "can and should do more."

"I urge the president to relax restrictions on the saégéulitBe products to Cuba. We need to make it easier
America's farmers and ranchers to sell their high quality products, including ®lassawh'saivarid barley, to one of
our closest markets," he said.

Rep. Jeff Flake, Arizona RepybdiaehMr. Obama's decision was "the first step in lifting travel restrictions
Americans. "The administration has done what it can; congressional action is needed to take the next step," he sai

Groups such as CANF oppose lifting the brodbdentraewever.

Maintaining a travel ban for all Americans, however, keeps U.S. money out of tourist hotels and attractions tt
run by the Cuban government. The Cuban government takes about 95 percent of wages from workess Msmost toL
RuizGallardo said.

"It's slave labor, and we'd be directly supporting that practice by allowing tourist travel,” she said. tNdad be aid
regime in repressing its own people."

Though family visits enrich the Castro regime lesstia@vebdoes, it does add to the government's coffers. A stt
by the Commission for Assistance for a Free Cuba showed that in 2003, about 125,000 family visits to Cuba brot
million to the Castro government.
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Mr. Obama avoided making tleuacement himself Monday, sending out Mr. Restrepo and Mr. Gibbs to bre
news. Mr. Restrepo, who is half Colombian, spoke for several minutes entirely in Spanish. The White Hstuse said
time to its knowledge that an administratian axagsuncement fully in a foreign language.

Mr. Gibbs denied that Mr. Obama'’s absence from the announcement was in any way strategic or a product o
"choreography,” but moments later pointed out that the White House wanted Mr. Riésrepodoncakent in
Spanish for specific reasons.

"I don't know Spanish, the president knows a few words of Spanish. But | think what's important today is we'r
a way ... so that Cuban Americans can hear loud and clear the stepslgmitish@lpng,” Mr. Gibbs said. "That image
that is beamed in there today is in a language that they can all understand and take heart in."

Cuba has been under communist rule since 1959, when Fidel Castro took power in a coup. Hisdmtiyher, Ral
president but has not brought the kind of democratic change to the island that many in the U.S. hoped.

The U.S. first imposed travel and trade restrictions in 1962 and has maintained these since then except for
when Mr. Carter elingiddhe restrictions, which were then reinstated by President Reagan.

Polls have shown growing support among Americans for ending the travel ban, for resuming diplomatic relatic
and for ending the trade embargo.

Obama Eases Travel, Money Tram&ier Cubamericans (USAT)

By Alan Gomez And David Jackson

USA Todaypril 14, 2009

WASHINGTGN As political leaders debate President Obama's decision Monday talteighifi8apticy toward
Cuba, Lourdes Castro is clearing her calendar.

The Miami cosmetologist has a brother, sister and plenty of cousins back in her home city of Havana. She vis
July and wouldn't have been eligible to see them agaihumdir restrictions enacted under the Bush administration. N
Castro is already planning her return.

“I'm going to go as often as | can," said Castro, 52, who is not related to Cuban President Rau’l Castro, o
Fidel. "I'm so happy."

Obara's wideanging order wipes out the restriction that limited Cuban Americans to one trip every three ye
island. They can fly down as often as they want. Also under the new policy, Cuban Americans can send unlimit
money to relativiesCuba. The Bush policy limited these remittances to $1,200 a year.

Tessie Aral is president of ABC Charters, which operates direct flights from Miami to Havana and other Cub
said she had to lay off about 30% of her staff in 2004 whexdthaBtration implemented the travel restrictions.

Although there was no rush to the airport after the White House announcement Monday, Aral said she's walitir

"They're making their plans to go," she said. "This is important. | defnftgljtsderrthe future.”

News of Obama's decision had not spread Monday afternoon in Cubepntiodiexistad¢elia are the main sources
of information.

Vladimiro Roca predicts the reaction will be huge. The former economist, who hakibegpgaikchfto the
Castro regime, said Cubans already had a positive impression of Obama.

"We will continue suffering, but the suffering will be less. The people are going to appreciate this," Roca said |
his Havana home.

Some Cuban Amanis, including members of Congress from Florida, said more travel and aid will only embold
communist rulers. A joint statement from Reps. Lincoln aneBilartp Edaidla Republicans who are Cuban Americar
called Monday's move a "serietakef

"Unilateral concessions to the dictatorship embolden it to further isolate, imprison-dechdictaalizacpwists,"”
the statement read.

Obama has said he has no plans of altering the U.S. trade embdrgenact€dilia 1962 after thited States
cut off diplomatic relations with Fidel Castro's ga¥euntiidré sees some change in the economic and political syste
Amnesty International says hundreds of Cubans are serving prison terms simply for voicing theiirapposition to the |

The new Cuba policy comes days before Obama attends a summit with Latin American leaders who have ur
States to moderate its stance toward Cuba’'s communist government.

Frank Calzon, executive director of the Arlingesed/Genterr fa Free Cuba, said the order will take much of the
pressure off Obama and puts the onus to change squarely on Rau’l Castro.
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"(Obama) has positioned himself so he can go to this meeting and say, 'OK, my friends, | have taken the first
up toyou to put the pressure on the Cuban government,' " Calzon said.

Obama expanded the list of things that can be sent to Cuba, such as clothing, personal hygiene items and
The policy still prohibits sending items to senior Cuban goeetismaendt @fmmunist Party members. Telecommunicatic
companies can seek cellphone and television services linking Cuba and the USA.

The goal is to enhance freedom by giving Cubans some independence from their government, said Dan Re:
directofor Western Hemisphere affairs at the National Security Council.

"It's very important to help open up space so the Cuban people can work on theoksndeofi@masy that is
necessary to move Cuba to a better future,” he said.

Obama Lifts Limits Amavel To Cuba (POL)

By Carol E. Lee

The Politic@pril 14, 2009

President Barack Obama has decided to lift restrictions on travel and money transfers by Cuban Americans
naton, but is keeping in place a broader trade embargo.

The administrationés policy shift effective0dOy r o
under the Bush administration.

The one aspect o f cauGhb somea dbservers ebyvsurprise i$ & stipulatibnathtat authorizes
telecommunications companies to operate cell phone services in Cuba and license satellite television and radio
provide service to Cubans.

Obamads s eni mhemiphereaffdirs) Daniel Restrem sconeeded that the Cuban government co
part of the administrationdés telecommunications 1in

But the change, like the others announced Monday, is designed to pressure the Castro governmsearido make
take some of the blame for the standstiCinlad. 8lations off the United States.

APresi dent Obama has directed that a series of s
enjoy basic human rights and to &slyide their country's future," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said.

Obamads decision Monday follows through on one
sending money to Cuba. Obama avoided taking a hard lidermg €héaampaign, tapping into the more moderate vie\
of younger Cuban Americans and newer exiles.

Obamads policy change drew strong rebuke from tr

But a CNN poll last week found tkhtrtdsoof Amieans think the United States should lift its travel ban on Cuba,
threequarters support relations with the island.

CubarAmerican Lawmakers Blast Obama's Move (HILL)

By lan Swanson

The HillApril 14, 2009

Two CubaAaAmer i can GOP | awmakers blasted President Ol
Americans to the island.

Reps. Lincoln DBalart (fFla.) and Mario Dizedart (. ) sai d Obamads move wa
concession to a dictatorship that has increased its represgamofagsoactivists. Besides lifting the travel restriction
Obama said he would allow €Arpanicans to transfer money to retatuds.

APresident Obama has committed aAmerean traval and remitiartca k
dol |l ars for the Cuban dictatorship, 06 the two congr

AUni | ater al C 0 n c e sden itdonfiathet isolate, imprisod and brditreqomackh actviste tmb o
continue to dictate which Cubans andAtudxécans are able to enter the island, and this unilateral concession provid

dictatorship wit hwoeaidiinttheicseatemehti nanci al support, o the
The DiaBalart brothers are among the toughest advocates in Congrdss ohaehard ppr oach t o

LinconDigal art was born in Cuba and fled the country
Demcr ats unsuccessfully tried to knock off bot h

serious challenges in years.
Obama won the state of Florida in 2008, partly by winning the Hispanic vote. President Bush hatlevon a
Hispanic vote in 2004.
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Another Florida Republican, Rep. Connie Mack, criticized Obama for making the "unilateral" change but ¢
should find ways to "strengthen the bonds" of families torn apart by the Castro regime.

APresidentr Obamaul towewvemake any wunilateral <char
should vigorously debate these and other ideas before any substantive policy changes are implemented," Mack sa
Lawmakers who favor lifting the economic eg@dasyaba, including Sen. Byron Dofgan)(Bnd Rep. Jeff

Flake (EAriz.), said Obama had taken a good first step.
Obamads moves on Monday were widely anticipated
in Trinidad and &go. A host of Latin American leaders had urged Obama to change U.S. policy toward Cuba.
Some had hoped Obama might go further by loosening rules to allow cultural and educational trips to Cuba by
This story was updated at 4:33 p.m.

CubarAmerian Lawmakers Blast Travel Plan (RC)

By Jackie Kucinich, Roll Call Staff

Roll CallApril 14, 2009

Two CubaAmerican House Republicans blasted President Barack Obama on Monday for hiseplainthe relax s
travel restrictions on Cuba, charging that the move violates a pledge he made in his inaugural address.

Florida Reps. Mario and LincokB@idzar t sai d in a joint release tha
for CubaAnericans and make it easier for them to send financial assistance to family members still living on the i
Afserious mistake. 0

AfDespite the Cuban di ct ademocsdy iagivists, modurirey xauntlesg prisoness C
cascience, and refusing to allow human rights activists and observers into the country, President Obamahas violz
of January 20 by unilaterally granting a concession to the dictatorship which will provide it with hundlasls of mill

annually, o0 they said, adding that |ifting tilpe or est

The administrationbés plan does not l'ift the cur
wouldsalidate the regime of Fidel and Raul Castro.

AUni | ater al concessions to the dict ademocrachactvistetmb o
continue to dictate which Cubans andAbugrécans are able to enter the afahthis unilateral concession provides the
dictatorship with critical financial support. o

An administrative official told the Miami Herald on Monday that Obama believed the moves would help
Afdemocrati c c¢hange o0 pectedto@unbuace its hdweolidythis afternobho us e i s e x

Obama pledged during his presidential campaign to push for a free and just Cuba.

Obama Eases Cuba Restrictions (HILL)

By Sam Youngman

The HillApril 14, 2009

President Obama is lifting travel restrictions ékn&uizans to their native country, the White House said Monday.

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said the president is changing aiesrtdyveardf @oba including
allowing unlimited travel for Quinanicans and lift the restrictions on money transfers.

The Obama administration will also allow telecommunications providers to enter into agreements linking t
Cuba, license providen "enter into roaming service agreements” with Cuban providers, license satellite and rad
providers to "engage in transactions necessary" to provide service to Cubans and license U.S. citizenddo "activa
some of those servimeLubans.

The White House will also allow the donation of "certain consumer telecommunication devices" without lice
some humanitarian items to the list of acceptable exports to the country.

Dan Restrepo, senior director for the Westerrekefoigple National Security Council, told reporters Monday that
president's actions are "a step to extend a hand to the Cuban people.”

Restrepo responded to criticism from some on Capitol Hill that the president's actions don't go fereenough
relations with the Communist country by saying that Monday's announcement is "the place to start.”

"U.S. policy toward Cuba is not frozen in time," Restrepo said.

Gibbs said the White House hopes that the announcement will put pressure vertimedtibmamgée strides in
ensuring the human and economic rights of the country's people.

"The president would like to see greater freedom for the Cuban people,” Gibbs said.
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Gibbs said the next step in normalizing relations with the country "idepemysvaayshe actions of the Cuban
government."

The White House noted that Obama made a promise to ease these restrictions during his campaign, and "
good on that promise today."

Last week, a group of congressional Democrats travelespaok@gbspeculation that Obama would follow throug
on his earlier pledge to lift the dedlddestrictions.

This story was updated at 5 p.m.

Obama Lifts Curbs On Cuban Money Transfers, Visits (AFP)

AER April 14, 2009

WASHINGTON (AFR)S President Barack Obama on Monday made a landmark gesture to communist Cuba.
curbs on travel and money transfers byAGwdranans to the isltordhe first time in three decades.

The White House said the move was intended to encourage expanding democratic and political rights in Cu
on Havana to respond in kind to help ease decades of fierce antipathy between the bitter foes.

But tk move left a longstanding US trade embargo largely intact, with the White House saying it was up tc
government whether Obama'’s steps, which were in line with his campaign promises, would result in a timawing of ¢
between the twides.

"President Obama has directed that a series of steps be taken to reach out to the Cuban people to support
enjoy basic human rights and to freely determine their country's future," said White House spokesman Robert Gibk

"The presidehas directed the secretaries of state, treasury and commerce to carry out the actions necessa
restrictions on the ability of individuals to visit family members in Cuba and to send them remittances."

In terms of improving the strainéthtimsiny ways that depends on the actions of the Cuban government,” Gibbs

"The president would like to see greater freedom for the Cuban people ... There are actions that he can al
today to open up the flow of information to providesderd steps to help that. But he's not the only person in t
equation."

Specifically, the White House called on Cuba to reduce charges it levies on money transfers to family membe

An estimated 1.5 million US residents of Cuban descerglatilldsgire Cuba, and the question of how to deal wit
the Castro government has long been an emotional one for the Cuban exile community here.

And the 4yearold US economic embargo on Cuba will not be immediately lifted.

But Obama will find suppog fmw US policy toward Cuba this week when he meets with leaders from arot
western hemisphere at a summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago.

"If President Obama is serious about promoting change in Cuba, this executive order mget beifpaway a la
from the US's unilateral approach toward the Cuban government,” said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas director at
Watch.

"Only by working with its allies in Latin American and Europe will the US be able to chip amessiaeCastro
machinery."

Dan Restrepo, a special assistant to Obama for western hemisphere affairs, held out the prospect of future c
US strategy to Cuba.

"US policy towards Cuba is not frozen in time," he said, in a briefing conduetbdahdtBjrakish.

But Obama's order would open a wide array of telecommunications links to the island, after decades of antip
Washington and Havana.

It would allow US telecommunications network providers to link to ydtia wéthldévet satellite technology and
permit US wireless telephone providers to enter roaming service agreements with Cuban firms.

It would also permit US satellite radio and satellite television service providers to broadcast to the island.

"All who embrace camdcratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic ri
of its citizens," Gibbs said.

"President Obama believes the measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality. He encour
share it continue their steadfast support for the Cuban people.”

The administration's actions won applause in US farm states hoping to gain a new markets for their agricultur:

"We should also immediately eliminate the roadblocks that the BabnAmirmimstlace to make it harder for
farmers to sell food to Cuba," said Senator Byron Dorgan, a Democrat from North Dakota.

"l also believe the embargo should be ended. When a policy has failed for nearly 50 years, it is time to change
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Olama Opens Door To Cuba, But Only A Crack (NYT)

By Sheryl Gay Stolberg And Damien Cave

New York Time&pril 14, 2009

WASHINGTGOMN In abandoning longstanding restrictions alitythef &mubatmericans to visit and send money to
family members on the island, President Obama demonstrated Monday that he was willing to open the door t
engagement with Cabhut at this point, only a crack.

The announcement representadist significant shift in United States policy toward Cuba in decades, and itis a
of the hard line taken by President George W. Bush. It comes as Mr. Obama is preparing to meet later tHis week |
Tobago with Latin American leadhersyant him to normalize relations with Cuba and its leader, Raul Castro.

The White House made clear on Monday that Mr. Obama, who campaigned on improving relations with C
willing to go that far, at least not yet. Rather, the stepsrbaertod&syaeflecting the complicated domestic politics arou
Cuba and the unpredictability of the Cuban response.

This volatility on both sides of the Florida Straits has bedeviled every president since Kennedy, and even Mr.
has vowed to makeater use of diplomacy with enemies as well as allies, seems to have recognized the threat.

As such, he did not lift the trade embargo with Cuba, enacted in the 1960s in an unsuccessful attempt to forc
government after Fidel Castro camemep . | nstead, he is using his exec!
the looser restrictions under President Bill Clinton so #hateGcdoas can now visit Cuba as frequently as they like a
send gifts and as much money asathigyasviong as the recipients are not senior government or Communist Party offic

Mr. Obama is also allowing telecommunications companies to pursue licensing agreements in Cuba, in an at
up communications there by increasing acchssotesednd satellite television. In a sign that the Cuba issue is a del
one, the president left it to senior aides to explain his decision.

AThis is a step to extend a hand to the Cob®dman
Restrepo, the senior director for Western Hemits@pdhe
very important to help open up space, so the Cuban people can work on theditsrdevhgcaasy that is nepessa
move Cuba to a better future.o

In a sense, the policy shift is an admission teahtuhatbf American policy aimed at trying to push the Castros ol
power has not workeds the Cuban American National Foundation, the most powegiduplbyiGgiban exiles in
Mi ami , conceded | ast week. Cuba policy experts c¢hi
they still left open the broader question of how the United States and Cuba plan to engage in the future.

TheState Department has said it was reviewing American policy toward Cuba, and Mr. Restrepo said the pc
Afrozen & asudgéstne some Cubayexperts said, that the White House is laying a foundatiaoHimgmore fz
change.

AwWeally dondét know yet what heds got in mind for
Americas, which advocates a further | ooseningepsof t
toward bul di ng confidencedo by Il etting the Cuban exile

American policy, get used to the idea.

Mr. Obama is also facing pressure from Capitol Hill. The House and the Senate are comgitEringuiligtat
travel restrictions to Cuba for all Americans, not just those with family in Cuba. And some experts, like Philip P
specialist and vice president at the Lexington Institute, a policy research center, arguehihas aviinegitteengage
Iran and Syria ought to be willing to engage Cuba.

AThis is a narrow set of measures, 0 Mr. Peters s
society and Cuban society, and it leaves us imladd sftaation where one ethnic group has an unlimited right to tray
Cuba and the rest of us are under these cold war r

Those who still support the Bush hard line denounced the decision. The Cuban government charges h
remittaces, and critics like Representatives Mario and LikBalbrtDRElrida Republicans and brothers who are Cuba
Ameri cans, sai d Mr. Obama was making a fiserious mi
Castro regime.

Yet those old animosities are giving way to an ¢
Washington and Florida.

In Miami, the conservative old guard could still be found. On Radlapgu8gerssition that oftda as a
megaphone for Cufanerican conservatives, Ninoska Pérez Castellon, a popular host, echoed the concerns of
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Balarts. At Latin Café 2000 in Hialeah, Fla., José Soberdn, 71, said he would never consider sending tandey or Vi
he left years ago.

But such opinions are no longer as dominant, especially among younger Cubans like Virgiro Lopez, 31, who
is entire family had | eft Cuba, he suppor tfightiforMr .
hemsel ves. 0

Francisco J. Hernandez, the president of the Cul
Cuban people to become protagonists of the changes

Sen. Martinez Optimistic On New Cuba Travel Rujes (AP

By Laura Widétunoz

Associated Pregsoril 14, 2009

MIAMB U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez is cautiously optimistic about President Bardak @baasa ggstrictions on
Americans' ability to visit family in Cuba.

The senator said he understands fellowAGdiaans who oppose opening travel and easing restrictions
remittances but said overall it will be good for Cubans on the.island nation

"It's going to bring families together,"” MaRlaezsd.

Martinez fled the island as a teen along with other youttailedh#ster Pan Flights" of the early 1960s and wa
separated from his paremtho remained on the isldfiod segral years.

The senator said he was particularly interested in the efforts to provide greater access to technologylfor those

"The technology piece is terrific," he said.

But Martinez said he was also concerned some might abuse thrawggolimgrusing family as an excuse to travel
frequently on business.

"It would be good if the remittances had some boundaries. Otherwise it could be a windfall to the Cuban go
said.

Martinez said the announcement shifts the focusafrauiti Wshington do?" to what the Cuban government will dc

"Will they now curtail the 20 percent they take on remittances? Will they now allow more of the Cuban fam
denied permission to travel abroad?" he asked.

h
t

Rep. Kendrick Meek OppoBessident Barack Obama's Stance On Remittances To Cuba (MH)

By Beth Reinhard

Miami Hergldpril 14, 2009

Miami Democrat Kendrick Meek said he will be among six memeéssstaivElorgguvith President Barack Obama
on Air Force One this week to the Summit of the -Atheughshe disagrees with part of the administration's new CL
policy.

At a Monday morning rally for his U.S. Senate campaign, Meek said hengugeoaisiaunbiof money Cuban
Americans can send to their relatives because the communist government takes a 20 percent cut.

Later Monday, Obama announced that he would allow Cuban Americans to freely send cash to needy rela
called on the Culzgovernment to confiscate less of the money. The announcement was timed to coincide with the s
begins Friday in Trinidad.

Meek said he was unaware that Obama had pledged during his campaign to lift the limits on remittances put |
President George W. Bush.

"I want to talk to the president about the unlimited remittances, if that's what he said, because tha
counterproductive to our mission in Cuba to turn it toward democracy the way we'd like to see it," he said.

He later stied a statement that saidflowéng remittances would amount to “further propping up a regime
suppresses human rights, freedoms and personal mobility. . . . To have remittances meant for family members in
off by the regime in Havemald be a deep insult to Cuban Americans everywhere."

Other members of Florida's delegation share Meek's concerns, reflecting Cuba's status as one of the issue
Democratic and Republican politicians from a state that is home fohdusainddobpolitically influential exiles.

Republican Reps. Lincoln-Basmrt and Mario Eatart of Miami said in a statement that Obama made "a seri
mistake by unilaterally increasing-Guiggican travel and remittance dollars for theofatbeshig.” Democratic Rep.
Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Weston suggested doubling the $1,200 annual limit instead of lifting the cap. But of
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in Congress and the White House argue that the restrictions have failed to weaken #teacegiane thadCnban
people.

Meek represents one of the most Democratic districts in the country, and his stance on Cuba stands out ag:
liberal voting record. On Monday, he received his fourth union endorsement, from the AmeSizde, kKaulargtiancf
Municipal Employees.

Meek is a exponsor of a controversial bill that has become organized labor's top priority. The legislation wot
easier for unions to recruit new members by collecting signatures instead diatiotditertenset

Meek's endorsements and nearly $1.5 million in donations have given him an early leg up in the campaic
Republican Sen. Mel Martinez, who is retiring in 2010. The other major Democratic contender, state Sen. Dan G
has raised about $400,000.

Gov. Charlie Crist would immediately become the Repuhlicear ffdwet decides to run for the Senate.

"Kendrick jumped out in front early and has picked up steam ever since," said Diana Pitarelli, whwicarrently <
chair of the Broward Democratic Party.

“It's not going to be easy to beat Charlie Crist. | know Democrats who like Charlie Crist."

Cuba Keeps Out US Religious Freedom Group (AP)

By Matthew Lee

Associated Pregspril 14, 2009

WASHINGTON (AR planned trip to Cuba this week by a U.S. religious freedom watchdog group has been
after the Cuban government did not issue visas to the delegation, the group said khen@édaneaeadasnistration
moved to ease sanctions on the communist nation.

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom said it had been forced -fmdaly ofisthéhfddiad
been scheduled to run from Tuesday to Thursday thok wf thsas. It said the visas had been applied for weeks eat
and it had received no explanation for why they were not granted.

"We are very disappointed by the Cuban government's refusal to allow an official U.S. delegatidratal investig
Cuban citizens' freedom to believe and practice their faith on the island," said commission chair FeliegtBasr, notin:
like China, Vietnam, Laos, Saudi Arabia had allowed visits. "Does the Cuban government have something to hide”

"The comssion has received reports that there are improvements in some sectors in Cuba," Gaer said. "As
countries, we seek to ascertain how much and where. If everything is so normal in Cuba, then the Cuban govel
welcome a USCIRF visitalMoting USCIRF's bipartisan delegation to visit is a very disturbing sign."

No one was available immediately after working hours at the Cuban Interest Section in Washington to speak «

A commission official said diplomats at the interebiageittid the group the visas were not issued because they |
not heard back from superiors in Havana.

Members of the commission, an independent congressionally mandated panel that provides recommend
government on religious freedom ningtteveanted to travel to Cuba to speak with Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and S
leaders there.

The commission canceled the trip just hours after the White House announced that President Barack Oban
restrictions on money transfers arlddr@wuba by Americans with relatives on the island. It said the move, which fulfil
of Obama's campaign promises, was a path to promoting personal freedom and a freer flow of information in c
remaining Communist nations.

Gaer said themmission would continue applying for visas to visit Cuba to evaluate the state of religious free
Cuba since 2004 has been on the commission's "watch list" of countries being monitored for abuse ekittnitizens' r
of religion.

Topt A: Obama's Cuban Revolution? (WP)

Washington PpAipril 14, 2009

Yesterday the White House announced that President Obama will lift restrictibnseficar@ubantravel,
remittances and other aid to Cuba. The Post asked advocates and experts to weigh in on the significance of t
decision. Below are contributions from Bernard Aronson, Jorge CastaA+eda, AndrA©s Martinez, Pe@midakim, W
and Sarah Stephens.

BERNARD ARONSON
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Assistant secretary of state feAmtican affairs from 1988, former-cbair of the Council on Foreign Relations
Task Force on U.S. Policy Toward Cuba in the 21st Century

President Obama’s actionbatewelcome and overdue. Cuban Americans are the best ambassadors for demc
Cuba, and, purely on humanitarian grounds, Cuban Americans should be allowed to visit their family members on
provide them financial assistance and sugdpadd! But these steps are also the least politically controversial.

The real question is: Will the United States develop a meaningful process of engagement with Cubans in ordk
the inevitable transition that will occur after the aginga@asinip departs? A growing consensus, which includes
significant part of the Cuban American community, supports much more atolpgopt qeogikexms between Cuba
and the United States. The president could instruct the Treasury Dmpattendims tonder existing law by far more
forwardeaning licensing of scientific, artistic, cultural, athletic, religious, and academic exchanges. Toward China,
other countries that still identify themselves as clethntioeitinited &t has pursued a policy of greater engagement.
open trade and formal diplomatic relations. We need an honest and open domestic debate about why Cuba ¢
exception.

JORGE CASTAEé60EDA AND ANDRéasS MARTI NEZ

Fellows at the New America Foundation

For mce Barack Obama can't be accused of pushing for ambitious change. The minor adjustments he h
American policy towards Cuba simply take us back to the days of the Clinton administration, a time when the trad
the travel ban had alrgadyen to be counterproductive anachronisms. They still are.

Cuba policy is seen throughout Latin America as reflective of American attitudes towards the hemisphere.
embargo in place isolates the United Sates, and it signals an artogaothesréeating Cuba as merely a bilateral
problem, if not a domestic one.

The Obama administration should instead seek to address the challenge posed by Cuba's totalitarian r
multilateral basis, working alongside major Latin demcicrasié&esico, Chile and Brazil. This is easier said than do
because the leaders of these nations have been reluctant to approach Cuba in a manner consistent with their v:
these countries bound by regional treaties committing thennsebtrasyt@dd human rights have much appetite for takir
the Castro brothers to task for running a tropiea<pelzglly not so long as the embargo is in place.

Washington needs to lift the embargo, but Latin Americans need to come toipeth€utma isstsédule real
elections and truly respect human rights before it returns to the hemispheric community.

PETER HAKIM

President of the IsA@nerican Dialogue

President Obama knows that nothing will better highlight his administratignissimeaticeskoapproach to Latin
America than dismantling the web of restrictions that the United States has imposed on Cuba. And the Cub
community, which has blocked any easing of Cuba policy to date, is politically weaker amdtnooee dieysstithats
views have to be taken into account.

So the logical next steps by the Administration might include: lifting restrictions on travel to Cuba f@& all Ame
and allowing international institutions such as the OrgfaAirsticnan States to engage Cuba. Eventually, Washingt
should seek a wadmging dialogue with Havana (as it did with Vietnam nearly 15 years ago) that would set the two ¢
a course toward normal diplomatic and commercial ties. Ovead@remndhsggnificance of U.S. policy changes shouls
respond to reciprocal actions by Cuba. There should be no question about Washington's support for free ex
association, the rule of law, human rights, and competitive elections idetumaatusaciety in Cuba should be the
objective of U.S. engagement, not a precondition.

WAYNE S. SMITH

Senior fellow at the Center for International Policy; chief of the U.S. Interests Section in-t8&na from 1979

There were indications yesterdaynmehat the White House would announce it was not only lifting restrictions
travel of Cuban Americans, but also that of U.S. academics, cultural groups and other visitor categories. So yes
conference by Dan Restrepo of the Nedimunitly Council was very disappointing. He made it clear that only restrictic
Cuban Americans would be affected, and he gave no indication that any other measures would be taken to ¢
between Cuba and the U.S. On the contrary, Réstneaoier reminded me of the Bush administration. If this is all
Obama administration has to offer by way of change in our Cuba policy, the president is in for a difficoj time at
Summit of the Americas. Our Cuba policy has zeroesnpportalty, and Latin American states have indicated they ex;
some real change on our part. Let's hope that President Obama reconsiders between now and the summit openin

SARAH STEPHENS
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Executive director of the Center for Democracy in the Americas

President Obama has a historic opportunity to be not just the eleventh president of the Cold War, but the firs
turn the page on WChba relations. To achieve that breakthrough, he needs to allow all Americans, not just Cuban ;
to tavel to Cuba, because we can all be good ambassadors for our country and its values. He needs to end Ameri
isolation from Cuba, so that it's not just Russia and China and other countries cultivating commerciasamthstrategi
the island. Finally, he should allow the U.S. to cooperate with Cuba on matters -siacbotisscoooparation and
hurricane prediction, which would return benefits to both countries and enable our diplomats to build relationships ¢

Addled ByFidel (WP)

By Eugene Robinson

Washington Pp&ipril 14, 2009

The Congressional Black Caucus delegation that visited Havana last week was nawedisintgenatics not to
acknowledgethat Cuba is hardly the paradise of racial harmony and equality it pretends to be. Still, that's no ree
United States to continue the illogical, ineffecline dwdicies that have produced akamBiear record of failure.

President Obama's action yesterddayeased some restrictions on travel, gifts and remittances, but only for C
Americansis barely a start. He should go so far as to actually base our Cuba policy dh veslity tridteeaerything
else.

Those who argue for keeping in place the trade embargo and what remains of the-tiavet leestriotextist that
these measures, imposed at a time when the Cold War was getting chillier, will brexgpthenCasits kjoses any day
now-- have been drinking too many mojitos. Claims that the United States would somehow surrender valuable '
lifting the sanctions are purest fantasy.

People, we have no leverage in Cuba. If we had any, weageavio meve the Cuban government an inch or tw
toward democratic reform in the past five decades.

What we should do is lift the embargo, which Obama hasn't meaningfully disturbed, and end the travel ban
That would put the onus on the £tdaamehow keep hordes of American capitalists and tourists from infecting the
with dangerous, counterrevolutionary ideas. But we should take these steps with our eyes open, seeingeCuba as
might want it to be.

By now it should deavning on the seven U.S. legislators who gaiatipetréalir last weekcluding six members
of the Black Caucuthat first impressions can be unreliable. Three members of the delegation were granted a rare
with the ailing Fidel Ca%tie.looked directly into my eyes," said Rep. Laura RicBald9otiafidl then he asked: 'How
can we help President Obama?' [Fidel Castro] really wants President Obama to succeed."

No, he really doesn't. As it happened, Castro quickly denairistralidd tieven wish the delegation well, let alone
the current occupant of the White House. After the meeting, Castro issued a statement claiming that oaigl of his vi
the United States should "apologize" to Cuba and that anothe® hsacidis)still "racist.” Members of the delegatiol
denied that any such exchanges had takerapthtbelieve them.

It is in Castro's interest to sabotage any genuine movement in Washington toward normalized relations
lessening of tems would destroy the government's stated rationale for denying Cubans basic political freedom:
opening would be exploited by the imperialist enemy to the north. It is also in Castro's interest to postiay the Un
irredeemably ractstnlike Cuba under the tutelage of the revolution.

In 10 reporting trips to the island, | have f@ebafi®who told me with conviction that they have had opportun
under the Castro regirespecially in health and educatimat would havedn unimaginable before the revolution. But
I've also heard bitter complaints abogedempracism that many black Cubans believe is getting worse.

Race is a touchy subject in Cuba, and for many years it went all but unmentioned. Raul @eststarvdhanhows
its people as well as his older brother does, caused a stir in 2000 when he said that if a hotel were t@eny ent
because he or she is black, that hotel should be shah dakmowledgment that such things happenrdppeuatain
Cuba's hipop underground have made racial grievance a major theme of their daring lyrics. | once interviewed a C
whose husband, an officer in the militaqyogoeth her research into racial discrirrinatibine had thepexience of
being detained and harassed by police for no apparent reason other than his dark skin.

Even without meeting with any of thkeowmell black dissidents on the island, the visitors from Washington could
observed that the workforce in Quingéoning tourism indusémguably the most privileged class, since waiters and ce
drivers receive tips in hard currency, which allows them a standard of living far beyond what is possibledwith Cul
government ratienis disproportidely white.
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Members of the Black Caucus are, quite properly, quick to notice such insults and disparities at home. Maybe
busy looking into Fidel's eyes.

Sebelius Lowballed Donations From Abortion Doctor (AP)

By Erica Werner

Associated Pregspril 14, 2009

WASHINGTON (AP)President Barack Obama's health secretary nominee got nearly three times as much
money from a controversidi@ialoctor as she told senators.

The Health and Human Services Department said Monday that the omission was an oversight that Kansas (
Sebelius would correct.

In a response to questions from the Senate Finance Committee made pSalelast weslk, that she received
$12,450 between 12801 from Dr. George Tiller, one of the nation‘sefewdbtetion providers.

But in addition to those campaign donations, records reviewed by The Associated Press show that Tiller (
$23,000 more from 2Q002 to a political action committee Sebelius established while insurance commissioner to ra
for fellow Democrats.

Sebelius did not tell senators about that additional money, although Skiz.Jaskey dRecificatigut any Tiller
donations to her PAC.

"There was an oversight in the initial answer provided to the committee," HHS spokesman Nick Papas s
"Obviously donations to the PAC are a matter of public record. The governor is updating thestimwandoviiii
resubmit it to the committee.”

It was the second time in her confirmation process that Sebelius had to explain a financial oversight to
Committee. Earlier, she corrected three years' worth of tax returns and p&id@Qoie Itlaak fxes to fix improper
deductions.

Antiabortion groups have sought to make an issue of Sedletidgrpsiances and her ties to Tiller, who was
acquitted last month of misdemeanor charges stemming from procedures he perfamusd mveistigation by the
state medical board.

Opponents have criticized Republicans on the Finance Committee for not asking Sebelius about Tiller or abor
appeared for her confirmation hearing April 2. Senators raised the issrequagtiongrgtibmitted to Sebelius after her
hearing, which were released last Thursday along with her responses.

"Can you describe your relationship with Mr. Tiller?" Kyl asked. "Has he ever contributed to your campaign or
ever received moifieyn Mr. Tiller or a PAC related to Mr. Tiller?"

Sebelius responded: "I have been familiar with Dr. Tiller for many years because he lives and works in Kans
like many Kansans, contributed to my campaign for insurance commisgi@iey,45@ oeimean eygar period (1994
2001), which represented 1 percent of my total contributions during that time. Since that time, | have femeived no
Dr. Tiller or any PAC related to him."

What Sebelius left out: Campaign finamoerdschow that Tiller also contributed $10,000 to Sebelius' Bluestem
PAC in September 2000, and his clinic, Women's Health Care Services, contributed $8,000 to the PAC in Decer
another $5,000 in March 2002.

The Finance Committee wastexjecvote this month on forwarding Sebelius' nomination to the full Senate. The
no immediate indication from committee Republicans that her omission on the Tiller contributions would upset that

The an@bortion group Operation Rescué, iwhopposing Sebelius' nomination, circulated the campaign fina
documents showing the discrepancy in what Sebelius told senators. The records were reviewed Monday by the
accuracy was verified by the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary Of Health And Human Services Designate, Filed Ame

Kansas Income Tax Returns After Refiling Her Federal Ones To Correct Errors. (TCJ)
By James Carlson
Topeka Capital JourAgiil 14, 2009
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius filed amended state tax returns late last month, the White House said Monday.
The amended forms were necessitated by the adjustments made on her federal tapustuspmkésviienian
Kate Bedingfield said.
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Prior to Sebelius' confirmation hearings in Senate committees last week, the nominee for secretary of healt
services and her husband paid $7,040 in back taxes and $878 in interest to ameifrdie@&GHTeturns

Bedingfield was seeking details on the amount of money involved in the corrected returns.

Sebelius spokeswoman Beth Martino said Monday that she was unable to provide more information about t
tax problem.

"l understand that yalked to the White House press office," Martino said in an email response to an inquiry :
amended state return. "1 dondét know anything diffe

ExDaschle Aide Heads To HHS (POL)

By Carrie Budoff Brown

The Politicépril 14, 2009

With Kathleen Sebelius on her way in at the Health and Human Services Department, the agency is getting
staff.

Laura Petrou, an HHS senior adviser who worked for former Sen. Ta20 Reachtnf@apitol Hill, will move this
week into the chief of staff job, an administration official said Monday.

Petrou takes over for Mark Childress, another longtime Daschle confidant, who has held the post since
anticipation of Daschleb®og health secretary.

The personnel shift was not unexpected. Daschle, who was Obama'’s first choice to serve as secretary, appoi
of top aides to positions at HHS before he withdrew from consideration in early February.

The White House haglghose aides were welcome to stay at HHS. But with a new nominee headed for the
some turnover was inevitable.

"She has extensive policy experience, extensive management experience," the administration official said of
is a great fit

Childress will return to the Hill as a senior adviser to Sen. Edward MMEsnhedga{inan of the Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, according to the senator's press office. Childress has worked for
Kennedy in the Senand was a registered lobbyist at Foley Hoag.

Childress will provide "strategic counsel" to Kennedy, primarily on health care reform, according to the sel
Childress is joining a team that includes HELP committee staff directa, Méitestdifatirector David Bowen, deputy
director Caya Lewis and senior adviser John McDonough.

Pakistan Deal Gives New Clout To Taliban (WSJ)

By Zahid Hussain And Matthew Rosenberg

Wal Street Journ@lpril 14, 2009

MINGORA, PakistaiThousands of Islamist militants are pouring into Pakistan's Swat Valley and setting up
camps here, quickly making it one of the main bases for Taliban fighters and raisingginegr tinneat io the wake of
a controversial peace deal.

President Asif Ali Zardari effectively ratified the government's deal with the Taliban Monday by signing a bill
Islamic law in Swat, a key plank of the accord, hours after legislaisty approved a resolution urging it. Pakistan
officials have touted the deal, reached in February, as a way to restore peaceful order in thevbicodies jrsgian
few hours' drive from the cajaitad halt the Taliban's advance.

Yeta visit to the Talieamtrolled valley here found mounting evidence that the deal already is strengthening the
as a base for war. U.S. officials contend the pact has given the Taliban and its allies in al Qaeda and ather Islar
advatage in their lengining battle against Pakistan's military.

The number of militants in the valley swelled in the months before the deal with the Taliban was struck, and
to move in, say Pakistani and U.S. officials. They now estarateetiveen 6,000 and 8,000 fighters in Swat, nearl
double the number there were at the end of last year.

Taliban leaders here make no secret of their ultimate aim. "Our objective is to drive out Americans and their
Pakistan and Afghanissaid Muslim Khan, a spokesman for the group, in an interview here. "They are not Muslin
have to throw them out."

Militant training camps are springing up across the valley's thickly forested mountainsides. "Young men with
employmemand lack of education facilities are joining the militants," said Abdur Rehman, a schoolteacher in Swat.
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Until the fighting began nearly two years ago in the valley, it was a popular weekenéhgelzav®pkestaved,
known for its alpine ridffest orchards and tftled streams. With the Taliban now imposing its harsh version of Islami
floggings and even executions are fast becoming commonplace. Residents said many young men are joining t
ensure the safety of thaiilies, who they hope will be left in peace if one of their own is fighting the government.

"We are all frightened by this brutality. No one can dare to challenge them," said Fazle Rabbi, who owns a
Mingora, Swat's main town. The shopas#tiguame that has become known among residents as "Slaughter Square" be
the Taliban have begun using it to dump bodies after executions.

Since the new peace deal was made, the militants are beginning to push into neighboring areas. Last
ovepowered a village militia in the adjacent Buner district. The attack was a violation of the peace accotionBut the |
that controls Swat says it has no intention of withdrawing. "We want Islamic sharia [law] also to be enldrced in B
Khan. "No one can force us out from any part of the province."

Many of the longerm jihadist fighters are loyal to groups with ties to al Qaeda, sblohardamgd. They have
been hardened on battlefields in neighboring Afghanistanrarel Hiasdlayan region divided between India and Pakiste
and claimed by betlinderlining the growing confluence between the various Islamist groups fighting on either s
AfghasPakistani border, the officials say.

The Taliban and al Qaeda wece largely confined to Pakistan's tribal areas, a mountainous ribbon that runs a
Afghan border and has long existed iraate@mimous limbo, technically part of Pakistan but never fully under the cor
its government.

In the past twoays, however, the Taliban and its allies in al Qaeda and other Islamist militant groups have p
areas where Pakistan's state had held sway, such as Swat, about 100 miles from Islamabad.

Striking peace deals with some Taliban factions is kiataro$ Beoader strategy to counter the militants. Th
government's logic is that such accords can exploit the groups' fractious nature; one enemy can be newtgdlized wit
while another is defeated on the battlefield. The deals hawaraldowleen the army has struggled to overcome militan
In Swat, about 3,000 militants pushed four times as many soldiers out of the valley in 18 months of figh@ing, leavil
people dead.

Nearly all the peace accords reached in the pas fiewrgea near the Afghan border, where the Taliban is strong
have collapsed. Often they have left the militants more powerful. A similar deal in Swat fell apart lagtnyear afte
renewed its attacks on Pakistani forces.

The Taliban's aoscsince the new peace deal was unveiled have alarmed Washington, where officials fear tha
become an effective launching pad for expansion into Pakistan's more densely populated plains. "This is a res
Taliban, it's nothing moeéd'a U.S. official in Washington.

Swat now offers an effective glimpse of the Taliban's vision for Pakistan. The Taliban have taken control
government and the police, who have been ordered to shed their uniforms in favor oaliartrealitioaz) & outfit
comprising a long shirt and loose trousers. The Taliban have also seized Swat's emerald mines, whictaesxaact milli
year in gemstones.

At barbershops, notices warn men not to shave their beards. Women dogved torigavaltheir homes without
their husbands or male blood relatives. Girls' schools have been reopened after initially being closed inat the stu
covered from head to toe, and Taliban officials routinely inspect classrooms for violators.

"We used to have lots of cultural and extracurricular activities in the school, but all that has been stopped,"
Yousaf Zai, a principal of a private girls’ school in Mingora. "We do not want to give any pretext to trseAa@iban to s
again."

Mr. Khan, the Taliban spokesman, predicted there were would soon be more executions, showing off a list of
the Taliban wants to try in Islamic courts for what he callddldineic " amtys. The list includes senior goveficralsnt of
a woman whose husband is in the U.S. military, and others.

"These kinds of people should not live," said Mr. Khan, who also is a commarel&alibtime d dincider Taliban
alliance focused on battling the Pakistani government.

Islamic agts haven't yet been set up in Swat because Pakistani President Zardari had delayed signing the b
Islamic law, known as sharia, as the peace deal stipulates. Until Monday, he had maintained there first must be c
in the valley. ieer he nor his aides explained how they would determine that, nor did he address it Monday.

Mr. Zardari's delay was widely viewed as an attempt to save face with opponents of the deal in his own go\
Washington. He relented Monday afterlitmepanote established support among lawmakers from every national p
party, said a senior official close to the president.
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Before the bill was signed, Mr. Khan had warned of more bloodshed if Islamic law was not formally imposec
mater to us whether the peace deal stays or not. No one can stop us from setting up our own courts," he said.

Even without the courts, the Taliban were already imposing their own version of sharia, which has been wide
by Islamic scholars thihoud the centuries. Pakistani television stations recently broadcast a video of a woman beir
by blackurbaned Taliban in Swat. Official accounts of what she did have differed, but most say she was alleged to
house without a maledlelative.

While Mr. Khan insisted the video was a fake, he acknowledged that such an incident did happen. "As a Musl
allow a woman to violate Islamic values," he said.

Write to Matthew Rosenberg at matthew.rosenberg@wsj.com

Pakistan's Mov@n Islamic Law Widens Influence Of Extremists (MCT)

By Saeed Shah

McClatchyApril 14, 2009

ISLAMABA® Pakistan's president bowed to Islamists' demands Monday and agreed to impgsarigathie law in
country's North West Frontier province, andalli€haidditants overran a neighboring district just 60 miles from the cap
Islamabad.

The takeover in Buner in the past several days, with almost no resistance from Rakiss&maeoeditt major
advance for the militants, and the government's endorsement of Islamic law in Swat further increased their political

In Washington, the Obama administration had no immediate comment. However, with the Talidiardsvances
instability or unwillingness to combat them, the government's weakness and the country's economic crisis, Pakis
the most serious security threat the administration faces.

President Asif Ali Zardari signed the agreement & Shiaoduislamic law in Swat, a huge valley in the North W
Frontier province, a few hours after parliament, under what amounted to a death threat from the Pakistani Talibar
approved a resolution backing the move.

The Pakistani capitalfitgas on high alert and all but sealed off following threats of a terrorist attack.

A U.S. defense official, however, said that the loss of Buner "should telathatkghe militants) are just not going
to settle for Swat. They're going teedatoonsolidate power."

The takeover of Buner and the imposition of Sharia in Swat are an e outgrowth of the Taliban's violent conq
completed in February. The provincial government in the Frontier Province had forged a deatist&h alcateamgetctr
the imposition of Islamic law in return for an end to the fighting, but the accord didn't enter into forcel because
hesitated to give the necessary assent.

The U.S. has voiced concerns over the deal in Swat as haveRPakisiaers small liberal elite. But politicians said
they were left with few options after a band of marauding Taliban defeated the Pakistani army in Swat.

"This (Sharia) has been imposed from a position of defeat," said Igbathéaiden afcttduman Rights
Commission of Pakistan, an independent group. "This is a formula for the Talibanization of Pakistan."

It appears that Westyte schools, where English is the language of instruction, could be the extremists' ne:
Several schoots lslamabad closed Monday, and others in Punjab province, the country's most populous regior
beefed up their security.

In the parliamentary debate, the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party led the argument in favor of introducing Sharia
political party, the Karbelsed MQM, was critical of the deal, but it abstained rather than vote no. Farooq Sattar, a
the MQM, said that his party doesn't believe in "agreements made at gunpoint”. Earlier Monday\8ass.,John K
visiing Pakistan, had praised the country's democracy.

Zardari's spokesperson, Farahnaz Ispahani, said that the president signed the Sharia agreement "after
unanimous resolution by parliament which reflects the wishes of the people of Pakistan."

In Swat, which has suffered gd@anocampaign of terror at the hands of the Taliban, there was widespread reli
Zardari's assent. Since the deal was reached with the provincial authorities in February, the Taliban have taken
profile, bike delay in getting Islamabad's approval raised fears that the gunmen would be back on the streets.

According to reports from Swat late Monday, residents were celebrating by firing guns in the air and handir
The Swat Taliban said that thpsetagted" the parliament's endorsement of the deal.

Mehmood Shah, an analyst who formerly was a senior official in the Frontier province, said the Pakistan
"doesn't have a plan” for dealing with the extremists. He said its lack obmtsinatiegytasthe militancy's spread.
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Swat, a mountainous region, was Pakistan's top tourist destination before Pakistani Taliban militants becam
there in 2007. The militants, who are based inadb®isemous tribal area west of Ssvalijead with al Qaida. Until this
week, Swat was the only "settled" area in ®akistgnlar part of the coudntityat militants have annexed.

The Sharia agreement applies not only in Swat but also in surrounding districts, includitng&irserdditstsou
its west. Dir, which borders Afghanistan, appears to be the next Taliban target.

Around a week ago, hundreds of armed militants moved into Buner district, which has a population of around
killed three policemen and twontssitliew, without resistance by the armed forces, they've taken over a shrine, the h
tribal leaders, and they now patrol the area, imploring the youth there to join them, according to locaBuonsglia report
the Taliban could go east drtverategically important positions.

Pakistan's EngHglnguage press has been scathing about the Buner debacle. The News, a daily newspaper.
residents "had no support from the federal or provincial government and it was, inelkaaey ferrtiee aaliban.”

The Daily Times, in an editorial published Sunday, said: "Pakistan needs help because it can't fight the T
should the world community do when it sees a state being usurped by terrorists who cleariyhémteaddosspread
around the world?"

Zardari OKs Islamic Law For Swat Valley (WT)

By From Combined Dispatches

Washington Timégpril 14, 2009

ISLAMABAD, Igstan | Under pressure from lawmakers including members of his own party, Pakistan's preside
signed a regulation that puts a northwest valley under Islamic law to achieve peace with Taliban militachth&ho havi
area.

Meanwhile, authi@s announced the arrest of a fifth suspect in the deadly siege of the Indian city of Mumbai las

The provincial government in northwestern Pakistan agreed in February to impose Islamic law in the Swe
surrounding areas in exchangeéasdire with the local Taliban.

Western and Pakistani critics say the agreement represents a dangerous surrender to extremists behind a
terrorism in the Swat Valley and more broadly across the border region with Afghanistan.

Amid the caism, President Asif Ali Zardari delayed signing the agreement.

His official stance was that he wouldn't sign until peace is achieveduhhbenavea defined what that means. The
delay led a hdide cleric mediating the agreement to leaveaBget last week while also upsetting lawmakers from tl
region.

AiThe whole nation is wunited in its support of t
Yousuf Raza Gilani said at the start of a floor debate btottgapact

Even without the president's approval, judges trained in Islamic law had already began hearing cases i
witnesses say the Taliban are in effective control of much of the region. Supporters say the changes in the leg
speed ujustice there, not lead to harsh punishments or restrict the rights of women.

Opponents cite a video aired last week of fanatics flogging a woman who refused to marry a Taliban comn
example of Shariah law in action.

The Taliban, meanwhile, teken their campaign to impose Shariah law throughout Pakistan to the next m
valley, only 60 miles from the capital, police and residents told Reuters news agency Monday.

Surging militant violence across Pakistan and the spread of Talittanugfuireceorthwest are reviving concerns
about the stability of the nuatesed U.S. ally.

Pakistan is crucial to U.S. efforts to stabilize neighboring Afghanistan but the government has been unable to
attacks in its cities let altm@iasurgents crossing into Afghanistan from border strongholds to battle Western forces.

Clashes erupted in Buner district last week after scores of Taliban moved in from the neighboring Swat Valley

Buner residents f orignbednilitantsrandI1l3 peaple, including eifht Tealgdnktlaree patice
and two villagers, were killed in clashes.

Authorities say they are negotiating with the militants to persuade them to withdraw but the Taliban have st
appeared deterndrte take over the valley, police said.

AThey are everywhere, 0 Arsala Khan, a deputy sup

Militants Threaten Pakistands Popul ous He
By Sabrina Tavernise, Richard A. Oppel Jr. Anditric Schm
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New York Time&pril 14, 2009

DERA GHAZI KHAN, Pakistdaliban insurgents are teaming up with local militant groups to make inroads in |
the province that is homeat@ tihan half of Pakistanis, reinvigorating an alliance that Pakistani and American autho
poses a serious risk to the stability of the country.

The deadly assault in March i n Lahor ehombhg last falof® s
the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, the national capital, were only the most spectacular examples of the joint campaig

Now police officials, local residents and analysts warn that if the government does nobtakbetecivstyacti
impoverished fringes of Punjab could be the next areas facing the insurgency. American intelligence and co
officials also said they viewed the developments with alarm.

i dondét think a l|lotthef ipsapl®& wvmdear at srechi tome pot
idenfitied because he was discussing threatsabt.oo th

As American drone attacks disrupt strongholdslibbthand Al Qaeda in the tribal areas, the insurgents are strik
deeper into Pakistamoth in retaliation and in search of new havens.

Teltale signs of creeping militancy abound in a belt of towns and villages near here that a repeter visitec
Militants have gained strength considerably in the district of Dera Ghazi Khan, which is a gatewentiod#dto Tali
areas and the heart of Punjab, police and local residents say. Many were terrified.

Some villages, just north of hers deeply infiltrated by militants that they are already cogsiderezsiy their

neighbors.
In at least five towns in southern and western Punjab, including the midsize hub of Multan, barber shops, mu
Internet cafes offensive tothé mt ant s6 strict interpretation of | s |

drumming and dancing have been halted in some alieasdelalmyues have addressed large crowds to push their ide:
Islamic revolution. Sectariaokat dormant here since the 1990s, have erupted once again.

Ailtés going from bad to worse, 0 said a senior pc
facts. o

American officials agreed. Bruce Riedel, who led the Obamsttadma t i onds recently
Pakistan and Afghanistan, said the Taliban now had

AfYou are seeing more of a coalescence of tdtkase n
have always existed are becoming tighter and mor e

The Punjabi militant groups have had links with the Taliban, who are mostly Pashtun tribesmen, since the 19
the Punjabi groups are veterans of Bakistagponsote@ insurgency against Indian forces in Kashmir. Others made te
of Shiites.

Under pressure from the United States, former President Pervez Musharraf cut back state support for the Pt
They either went underground or migttiedribal areas, where they deepened their ties with the Taliban and Al Qaed

At least 20 militants killed in American strikes in the tribal areas since last summer were Punjabi, according t:
the tribal areas and Pakistani officiaBakistani security official estimated that 5 percent to 10 percent of militants
tribal regions could be Punjabi.

The alliance is based on more than shared ideol o
official, wh spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss intelligence matters. T
Taliban and Arab militants, who are part of Al Qaeda, have money, sanctuary, training sites and suicide bomber:
militants can provioigistical help in Punjabi cities, like Lahore, including handling bombers and target reconnaissanc

The cooperation between the groups i ndinena thd Red d
Mosque in Islamabad, if200F, Piastani and American security officials say. The siege has since become a rallying

One such joint operation, an American security official said, was the Marriott bombing in Islamabad in Sept
killed more than 50 people.

As this cooperatiotensifies, places like Dera Ghazi Khan are particularly vulnerable. This frontier town is h
combustible mix of worries: poverty, a growing phalding oéligicdis schools and a uranium processing plant that is a |
of Paki sprdg@am.6s nucl ear

|t is also strategically situated at the inters
southern Punjab. The other connects Baluchistan Province in the wesWestHerdwaegh Province, both Taliban
stongholds.

ifiWe are being cornered in a blind alley, o0 said M
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Attacks intended to intimidate and sow sectarian strife are more common. The police point to a suicide bon
Ghazi Khan on FebI'o local Punjabis, with the help of Taliban backers, orchestrated the attack, which killed 29
Shiite ceremony, the local police said.

The authorities arrested two men as masterminds on April 6: Qari Muhammad Ismail Gul, theatrader of a Ic
and Ghulam Mustafa Kaisrani, a jihadi who posed as a salesman for a medical company.

They belonged to a banned Punjabi group calledJbasigiér but were tied through phone calls to two deputies
the Pakistani Taliban leader BaitullaidiMtbbgolice said.

AThe phone numbers they call are in Waziri Shean, 0
are working together hand in glove. 0 OneolieefaidtThe n
operations are w&lpported. Mr. Kaisrani had several bank transfers worth about $11 million from his Pakistani a
authorities said.

Local crimes, including at least two recent bank robberies in Dera Ghazi Khandweneetlswrksact Islamic
militants, officials said.

AThe money thatdéds coming in is huge, o0 said Zul f
AWhen you go back through the cohnae nf oorf mohnee yt.rctans ac
After the suicide attack here, the police confiscatedra@2G@ e i nspirational video,

which gave testimonials from suicide bombers in different ciaéts el drzusts.

Umme Hassan, the wifefana preacher who was killed during the Red Mosque siege, now frequently travels
Punjab, to rally the faithful. She has made 12 visits in the past several months before cheering crowds and shov
clips of the attack, said a Purfjalailefho has been monitoring her visits.

AShe <c¢cl aimed that they would bring Islamic rev
Muzzafargarh.

The situation in south and west Punjab is still far from that in the SwabMdlbethVe stafFrontier Province that is
now fully under Taliban control after the military agreed to a truce in February. But there are strong parallels.

The Taliban here exploit many of the same weaknesses that have allowed them to expaawl absgtheioareas
intimidated police force; a lack of attention from national and provincial leaders; a population steadilywowed by t
over by hattthe mullahs who usurp authority by playing on government neglect and poverty.

In Shadan Lundyiiage just north of here, militants are openly demanding Islamic law, or Sharia, said Jan Sh
brother is a teacher there. AThe situation istsha
obstacle to stoppingateance of militancy was the attitudes of Pakistanis themselves, whose fury at the United Stat
to blind support for everyone that goes against it.

Shabaz Sharif, the chief minister of Punjab, said he was painfully aware of the prablefiisaifonsamgevas
taking steps to restore peopleds faith in gover nme
won, 0 he said in an interview Monday. Alf this str

But people owplain that landowners and local politicians have done nothing to stop the advance and, in some ¢
assist the militants by giving money to some of the religious schools.

AThe government i s wusel ess, py,seare ldesMilahoreATheir,childrem study
abroad. They only come here to contest elections. 0

The police are left alone to stop the advance. But in Punjab, as in much of the rest of Pakistan, they are spre
with little presence in rueglsarOut of 160,000 police officers in Punjab, fewer than 60,000 are posted in rural area:
frontier stations in districts virtually unprotected, police officials said.

Locals feel helpless. Whemyadbld boy vanished from a madrasa igengéa here recegthhis classmates
said to go on jindchis uncle could not afford to go look for him, let alone confront the powerful men who run the mau

AfWe are simple people, 0 the man said. AWhat can

Pakistan Warns Kerry Not To Att&tings To Aid (HILL)

By Bridget Johnson

The HillApril 14, 2009

Pakistan warned visiting Sen. John Kdags(PMonday that Washistjiomd not to attach conditions to the $7.5
billion in aid proposed by President Obama as part of his comprehensive Afghanistan strategy.
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The chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee met with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Re
Islambad on the heels of a visit last week by envoy Richard Holbrooke and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Adm. N
discus Pakistan's effort in fighting extremism.

Pakistan is being asked, in return for the aid, to shut down terrorist campgionthedrittering Afghanistan and to
stem crodsorder attacks by insurgents.

"The U.S. should not attach conditionalities to the assistance package being presented to the U.S. Congres
strings attached would fail to generate the dedindtiagwl results in Pakistan," Gilani, adding there was a "trust de
between the U.S. and Paksitan, was quoted in a statement issued by his office.

"The prime minister also pointed out that the negative messaging emanating from the WeS. genktiadingy albt
will," the statement added.

Stressing he was "not here to complain,” Kerry said the government was "making enormous efforts to gt
absolute cooperation and accountability of the intelligence efforts in this country.”

Last week visit included Pakistan taking umbrage at U.S. allegations that the country's intelligence sen
supported terrorists. Holbrooke and Mullen were reportedly asked by Pakistani officials to hand over the unmanne
to strike at terroggbngholds plus the intelligence that guides the drones to their targets.

Kerry also met with President Asif Ali Zardari, who said the aid was necessary. "Generous support from the
community will help strengthening democracy in thZ amartryaid.

The meetings came the same day that Zardari signed a controversial rule officially allowing the Taliban to ir
law in the onetime resort area of Swat valley. The deal states that insurgents should now disarroptulisasfiestof the
that the Taliban will simply use the pact to leverage control over more areas of Pakistan.

The Daily Times of Pakistan also reported that about 200 Taliban stormed terminals storing NAVZesupplies |
Frontier Province capital Pestmn&unday, killing a guard and torching a dozen vehicles.

Last Thursday, Pakistan's ambassador to the U.S., Husain Haggani, said in Washington "the world is not ¢
America to fix" and that the aid package before Congress was tood"idistsgagtiesh Pakistan's ability to -be self
accountable for the funds.

"A company at the verge of failure is quite clearly able to get a bigger bailout than a nation that has beer
failure," Haggani said at the Atlantic Council. "That'steairietthirggtown needs a review."

Pakistan Warns Kerry Against Aid Conditions (AFP)

By Nasir Jaffry

AFEPR April 14, 2009

ISLAMABADPakstan accused the United States and the West on Monday of generating "ill will* and warned U
John Kerry that Washington should not attach conditions to a massive aid package.

The chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee isoploisea toillio massively increasailitary
assistance for Pakistan, Washingtor$rappled and unstable key ally in the "war on terror".

Another Democrat, Representative Howard Berman, has introduced a separate draft bill thahamts to trip
assistance to 1.5 billion dollars per year until 2013 and shore up democratic rule with conditions attached.

US President Barack Obama, who has put Pakistan at the centre of the-Q@edagamdgr/Ad new strategy to
defeat Islamists, hashedrthat Washington would no longer provide tremeadeetion with a blank cheque.

The Berman bill meets somestanding requests for military equipment, but requires the White House to cert
Pakistan is fighting terror and that itg amlitantelligence services do not support extremists.

Pakistan must also close all terror camps in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and wabloreprevent
attacks into Afghanistan.

"The US should not attach conditionalities to #meaggiskage being presented to the US Congress, as aid v
strings attached would fail to generate the desired goodwill and results in Pakistan,” a statement frono¥fimesuf Raz
guoted the prime minister as saying.

"The prime minister alsiotpd out that the negative messaging emanating from the US and the West was gen
will," the statement added.

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi later sought to downplay Gilani's statement, pointing out that Ker
present his bBloth draft bills would need to be debated, refined and then voted on.

"Nothing is firm yet. It's too early to point out what is actually going to be in the final bill. We halkdaadeait and <
is to support Pakistan, not to micromanage,'PQkistahi told a joint news conference with the US senator.

6¢


http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20090413/pl_afp/pakistanusdiplomacy2ndlead;_ylt=AkamAhAg8xQ4936u.pLbv7U8KbIF

Kerry, who arrived in Pakistan on Monday morning for a series of high level meetings, told reporters his bill \
longterm.

"This bill will try to focus on how we should redefateitisbipa relationship that will triplenildary assistance to
the people of Pakistan to 1.5 billion dollars a year for 10 years forward," Kerry said.

He said the Senate bill was not attached with "conditionality” but with metric measusmefiective
implementation of development projects.

The influential senator also tried to smooth recent US criticism over the Pakistani intelligence services, which
level US visit last week and singled out the country's topespyaaratahShuja Pasha.

"I think that he and your government are making enormous efforts to guarantee the absolute cooperation and
of the intelligence efforts in this country and I'm not here to complain,” Kerry said.

US officials have jiplcriticised Pakistan's powerful intelligence-servickshave a history of backing Islamist
militants to fight in Indamtrolled Kashmir and in Afghanfstasupporting extremists.

Pakistan's relationship with the United States leas atsaliled by drone attaekisich have killed more than 360
people since August 2068ying they violate its territorial sovereignty and deepen resentment.

"I'm here to learn, I'm here to listen and I've heard this complaint loudly amdntéeatlyo aedort back to
Washington the points of view I'm hearing here and I'm confident people will review it," Kerry said.

President Asif Ali Zardari called financial aid "essential* and requested the swift passage of the aid bill and
create reconstruction opportunity zones intaioidribal areas bordering Afghanistan.

| sl amabad Seeks Terror Suspectsd Details
By Farhan Bokhari
Financial Timefpril 14, 2009
The Pakistani government has asked the UK authorities to share names and addresses of up to 11 men take

during | ast weekdés terror alert in the UK amid rep
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, Pakitkan hi gh commi ssi oner to the UK, told
protect the rights of any Pakistanis caught in the group.
AAny proceedings made within Pakistan will It hbeei rb a
he said.

Mr Hasanb6és comments came as speculation mounted
may eventually be deported rather than put on trial. Some experts said the matter could eventualylthighlight
encountered in cases built primarily upon intelligence information.

However, western diplomats and Pakistani officials believe deportation would take place only when Islam:
promises to leave the men unharmed should they retumttg. the co

This would be essential to avoid subsequent embarrassment to the UK for returning foreign nationals to a ¢
guestionable record of treating detainees especially those involved|atddroasss

Concerns over the fate of Eraetainees remain high in Pakistan, after years of controversies over hundreds o
who went mi s s i-badkedicampaigmagainstéeron.t r y 6 s US

Al n my opinion, t he UK -ighi gudrantdes it there tisddejoor of some of these r y
suspectso said one western diplomat in | sl amabad.
expect a deportation in the near term. But this co

Civilians Died In Airgke By NATO, Afghan Says (NYT)

By Richard A. Oppel Jr. And Abdul Waheed Wafa

New York Time&pril 14, 2009

KABUL, AfghanistarAn airstrike by NATO forces early Momaeyniainous eastern Afghanistan killed six civilians
including two children, a local Afghan official said, the latest accusation of civilian casualties leveledvegaiast NATC
forces.

NATO officials confirmed the raid but said that onhtirsurggeu s pect ed of pl anni ng a
been killed.

The Afghan official, Zalmay Yousufzai, the governor of Watapor district in Kunar Province, said that NAT(
destroyed one house and damaged several others. ta dedianvilians killed, he said, 14 were wounded. Four of t
wounded were hospitalized, he said.
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The airstrike followed an attack in Khost Province last week-leyl Aonezictimat left at least four civilians dead.
Afghan and American militirialsf agreed this year to better coordinate airstrikes and raids in hopes of reducing
casualties. Mr. Yousufzai said there had been fAno
A reporter for Agence Frnesse said the wounded at a rreziyal included two men, a woman ayebzold!
boy who said he had been told that four members of his family had been killed.

nWe were asl eep, and all of a sudden the roof ¢
ageng . A | dondt remember anything. I got to know he
been killed, and | am wounded. 0

The NATODed I nternational Security Assi st arce dRardc ea
to eight enemy fightersd and that the att ac kattack me
outposts.

A force spokesman said it woul d I nywegrettanygasdibie ciwiane t
injuries caused by our operations against the enem

Iraqi Islamists Claim Credit For Deadly Attack On U.S. Soldiers (MCT)

By Corinne Reilly

McClatchyApril 14, 2009

BAGHDADB A radical Islamist group thought to be a front for al Qaida in Iraq has claimed responsibility fo
suicide bombing that killed five U.S. soldiers in the northern city of Mosul.

The attack, thmgle deadliest on Americans here in more than a year, also killed two Iraqi national police office

In statements posted Monday on extremist Web sites, the Islamic State of Iraq said it planned and carried out
The group also claimed redglitysfor a suicide attack that killed at least +aitiedJSsinni Muslim militiamen in southern
Irag Saturday.

The Islamic State of Iraq is regarded by the U.S. as a front group for al Qaida in Iraq, though the graup descri
coalitioof several extremist organizations. In 2006, it declared an Islamic state in Iraq's Sunni Muslim areas.

U.S. officials have said that al Qaida in Irag has been so severely weakened over the past year or so that it pr
longer carry out the nvasattacks it once perpetrated. Last week's bombings, in combination with a wider upswing i
over the past two months, cast doubt on those assertions, however.

U.S. troops are scheduled to withdraw from Iraqi cities in less than two esaehs BamdcRrObama has pledged
to pull most Americans from the country altogether by the end of next summer. The recent uptick in attacks he
concerns about what might happen when the U.S departs.

In Monday's Web postings, the group sdtidctkeewere part of a plan, dubbed the "Plan of Good Harvest," annou
last month to target Americans and their supporters. "Our brother cried 'Allah is Great' and he detonatge his truc
gathering of crusaders and apostates, tearin@thieonapof the postings said. "We ask Allah to accept our brother .
martyr and to place him in the highest rank of paradise.”

The postings were translated by SITE Intelligence Groupbadédrglamgany that monitors extremist Web sites.

U.S. oitials didn't immediately respond to requests for comment on the group's claims.

Ali Ghaidan, the Iragi Army's top ground commander, dismissed the idea that the attacks may be a sign th:
Iraq is regaining strength.

"Al Qaida is losing," Gmaglad. "Even though they cause explosions here and there, they are bankrupt and
being kicked out of this country."”

U.S. military officials said the five Americans who died in the Friday bombing were simply targets of opportu
the borer's true aim was an Iraqgi national police station where the attack took place. The U.S. soldiers who die
convoy that was passing the police station at the time of the explosion.

The attacker drove a dump truck packed with at least 20@xpdositie®into a barrier just outside the national polic
station. More than 60 people were injured.

The Americans who died were assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Com
Infantry Division, out of Fort iGatsdo.

The Department of Defense identified them Sunday as Staff Sgt. Gary L. Woods Jr., 24, of Lebanon Juncti
Sgt. Bryan E. Hall, 32, of Elk Grove, Calif.; Sgt. Edward W. Forrest Jr., 25, of St. Louis; Cpl. Jason @npatitsch, 20
lowa; and Pvt. Bryce E. Gautier, 22, of Cypress, Calif.
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In the Saturday bombing, a suicide attacker wearing an explosives vest targeted a crowd of militamen wa
paychecks near Iskandariyah, about 40 miles south of Baghdad.

The militaméargeted are known as the Sons of Irag, which the U.S. military launched with the help of local tri
in 2007. Many of the militia's members are former Sunni insurgents who helped kill Americans until the U.S. bege
to turn againsbdnce and help root out al Qaida in Irag.

The Sons of Iraq program is credited with playing a major role in the steep reduction in violence across Iraq
year or so. Al Qaida frequently targets the militia's members.

Also on Monday, an Amerstddier was killed when an -pretoing bomb struck a convoy south of Baghdad, th
military said in a statement. The soldier's name was withheld pending notification of relatives.

Sunni Insurgents Claim Blast That Killed 5 U.S. Troops (WP)

Group Also 8ys It Was Behind Slaying of 8 ‘Sons of Iraq’

By Ernesto LondoNo

Washington Pp&ipril 14, 2009

BAGHDADB The Islamic State of Iraqnalorella group for extremist organizations in€daidg al Iraq, asserted
responsibility Monday for a bombing that killed five U.S. soldiers last week in the deadliest attack onagnmerican tr
more than a year.

The group also said itedmout a suicide bombing that killed at least eight Sunni Muslim armed guards as th
waiting outside an Iragi army station south of Baghdad to collect their salaries.

U.S. officials say@deda in Iraq and other Sunni extremist groups hawelEsriseed support and financial backing
they had in years past. But the recent spate of bombings that bear the trademarks of the group have raised cor
possible resurgence of violence as the U.S. military begins to close small qépeste andgegain operate almost
exclusively out of large bases.

Most U.S. combat troops are scheduled to leave Iraq in the summer of 2010. All troops are expected to be c
of 2011.

The assertions about the recent attacks were postednMmidayfarums used by radical Islamist groups. Th
messages were translated by the BeithesdeSITE Intelligence Group, which monitors and analyzes such messages.

The online messages asserted that the recent attacks were part of "Plan of &>serikblafasacks against U.S.
forces and their supporters in Irag. The plan was announced on online forums last month and attributed to £
Baghdadi, the supposed leader of the Islamic State of Irag. Some counterterrorism ofiicicBaghyateis doreal
person.

The bombing that killed five soldiers Friday was carried out by a dump truck driver who detonated a load .
outside an Iraqi police compound in the northern city @aédsuh &lag's last urban strongtimddcountry.

The following day a suicide bomber killed eight Sunni guards known as Sons of Iraq in Iskandariyah, a t
province about 30 miles south of Baghdad.

The Sons of Iraq groups, also known as Awakening councils, were formelyatie fun&haaditary to fight al
Qaeda in Irag. The U.S. government recently handed over control of the groups to the Iragi government.

Also Monday, a U.S. soldier was killed by gneacmgrroadside bomb near Karbala, a city in southern Iraq wt
such attacks have been rare in recent years. The U.S. military said a convoy was struck by an explosively forme
EFP, at 7:40 a.m. roughly three miles south of Karbala.

Hundreds of American soldiers in Iraq have been killed by EFPsijitahjchathesaid in the past are imported from
Iran.

Meanwhile, the Iragi government on Monday accused media outlets of fomenting sectarian tension and saic
lawsuit in which it accuses two organizations of misquoting a military spokesman.

Irag's national media office said in a statement that some reporters had been carrying out a "coordinated ¢
exacerbate tension between thel&hig@vernment and the Sons of Iraq paramilitary groups.

Several recent stories in the Westefmadnohedia have quoted Sons of Irag leaders who accuse the governms
paying them late and arresting members without cause.

The suit namesHdyat, a Londbased Arabianguage newspaper, ad8hafgiya television station. The two
organizations gedta military spokesman last week as saying that the names and faces of inmates recently relea
U.S. military had been posted at checkpoints as part of an investigation into a recent spate of bombings in E
spokesman denied havinglsatid t
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Iragq Accuses Media Of Provoking Strife (AP)

By Robert H. Reid

Associated Pregsoril 14, 2009

BAGHDAD Iraq's Shiled government criticteedign and Iraqi media Monday for reports about recent arrest:
U.S:backed Sunni paramilitaries, accusing news organizations of stoking religious tension and threatening national

At the same time, Irag's military threatened to sanctiombienagevspaper and a satellite television station for false
guoting a spokesman about efforts to arrest former detainees recently freed by the Americans.

Those moves stem from growing tension between the Shiite leadership and Sunnis whe iusnegeagyress t
the United States presses for progress on national reconciliation before the end of the American military mission in

Also Monday, an American soldier was killed bymareingdsomb south of Baghdad, the U.S. militamasaid. It
seventh combat death suffered by U.S. forces in Iraq since Friday.

Government anger at the media followed news reports that recent arrests of Sunni paramilitaries, known a
Councils or Sons of Iraq, may have been politically motivated.

The peamilitaries were organized and funded by the U.S. starting in 2006 to help maintain security in their nei
The U.S. transferred control of the councils, whose ranks include former insurgents, to Iragi authorities last year.

Since then, a numbécouncil members have been arrested for alleged criminal activity and ties to subversivi
including Saddam Hussein loyalists.

Leaders of the Awakening Councils have claimed that the arrests were aimed at marginalizing Sunni grouj
U.Scredit with helping turn the tide against the insurgents.

In a statement Monday, the government said "local, Arab and international mass media" had launched a
campaign" against the national leadership by accusing it of "targeting @euAuiEkiensoge areas.”

The statement said those arrested were detained because they had committed crimes and not for memb
councils.

The government accused unspecified news organizations of portraying "wanted men as herogsbvoles attem|
hateful sectarian strife with the aim of damaging Iragi unity."

The statement said officials were wondering "about the real goals of these campaigns and the groups behind

In the other move against media, the Iragi military annountegekilagvsn shut down the Iraq operatiens of Al
Hayat, a major Lortdased Arabic language newspaper-Sinardijya television station, for falsely reporting that orde
had been issued to arresie¢xinees recently released by the U.S.

Military sp@sman Maj. Gen. QassiMoalssawi insisted he said only thataixee files would be reviewed to
determine if any of them were involved in a recent uptick in bombings. Most of the former detainees are believed tc
AlHayat issued a correctia its Web site on Monday, saying its information did not édmes$awwi but another
unidentified officialSA&rqgiya, which quoted the newspaper report, said the military complaint “is not worthy of a resy

In August 2004, the governnesddcthe Baghdad bureau-ddiz&kra television, accusing the station of inciting
violence. The office is still closed, but the station operates inulesKuedisif the north.

Iraq also shut down two privately owned TV stations in Novéanibeo&0isting protests over Saddam's death
sentence.

About 200 newspapers publish in Iraq. Although some have been fined for their reporting, only one has beer
the U.Sled invasion of 2003.

The American soldier was killed near Karbitia haI$ city 30 miles south of Baghdad, whenperaimgdsomb,
known as an explosively formed projectile, exploded near a U.S. vehicle.

U.S. officials believe those projectiles, or EFPs, are manufactured in Iran and smuggledl tocBhiige thiétias
Iranians deny.

Six other U.S. soldiers have been killed in recent days, including five who died Friday in a suicide truck bomi
Another soldier was killed Saturday in a bombing in Salahuddin province north of Baghdad.

A claim of rpensibility for the Mosul blast was posted Monday on a militant Web site in the name of the Islan
Irag, an &aida front. It also claimed responsibility for the Saturday suicide attack that killed nine members of ar
Council group doaf Baghdad.

Also Monday, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas made a surprise wsitedd Kagsbetégion, said Kurdish
government spokesman Fouad Hussein. Kurdish officials have signaled a willingness to accept Palestinian r
elewhere in Iraq.
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About 11,000 Palestinians live in Irag, mostly in Baghdad. Some have been targeted in Iragi sectarian attacl
their perceived privileged status under Saddam.

Iragi General Filing Suit To Close Newspaper And TV Channel Odevisitpgeaes (NYT)

By Rod Nordland

New York Time&pril 14, 2009

BAGHDAD The Iragi military put local journalists on notice on Monday that their organizitidrdoeaulitibe
misquoting officials, while the Iraqi government accused the news media of deliberately seeking to promote sectari

The top military spokesman in Baghdad, Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta, said he was filing a lawsuit seekiag to close
office of Al Hayat, one of the most prominent newspapers in the Arab world, as well as the satellite signal of A
popular Iragi television channel that has been a strong critic of the government. The lawsuit was annouriced on t
the Baghdad Operations Command, which coordinates Iraqi security forces in the capital.

The National Media Center of the Council of Ministers criticized local, Arab and international news media o

recent reports about arrests of memberswhthheéAn i ng Counci | s. AThese attemp
as heroes targeted by security forces provokenahat e
statement, adding t hkadutsutcthe rterpwe tgo dima kef utsh evoe de:

General Atta contended that the two media outlets had falsely quoted him as reporting that the goreshment w
detainees released by the Americans, and would distriboté picturese m t o mi | i t ary and p¢
to Al Hayat in six months, o0 he said. Al Shargiya a

The United States is seeking to release most of the 20,000 remaining detainees in tbks psspas bfcietr
handover of authority to the Iraqis and also to encourage reconciliation.

The official government newspaper, Al Sabah, also published the remarks attributed to General Atta, bu
threatened with closing.

Gener al Atst atbs shuitt cEewn the two organizations
published a correction on its Web site, saying the
source.

AHere in | rsaqr etghuelraet ianrge jnoou rlnaawt i sm, and we j ust
Hayat 6s Baghdad office, Mushregq Abbas. ANoO comment

to General Atta in six months.

Of he more than 200 newspapers in Iraq, the only one shut down so far was that of the Mahdi Army, a radical
Its closing in 2004 led to an uprising by the Mahdi Army.

I n 2004, the interim gover nmedngsateliic néws ehgnndb, anmgroends of/
sympathizing with insurgents, and successive governments have extended the ban. An Iragi television channel,
permanently closed in 2005 after it broadcast videos of insurgent attacks ggs American troo

The statement by the National Media Center, which coordinates the spokesmen for all Iragi government ager
a series of arrests of prominent members of the Awakening Councils, including some that raised concerns am
military offals and diplomats.

In another development on Monday, an Iraqi cartoonist demanded an apology from the police in the Shiit:
Karbala for having confiscated two satirical drawings of Prime MinisteMsiliki Kachatlar governmerialsffi

AWhat happened was an offense to freedom, 0 the ¢
a new country on | iberal and democratic foundati on

What started as a minor incident last Thursday, when the polittheelfeld@g® drawings that Mr. Abed had been
exhibiting on a street in central Karbala, has escalated. Several Iragi media outlets have posted some iof the cal
Web sites, undercutting the authoritiesd6 effort to

In one carbm, Mr. Abed depicted Mr. Maliki as a frustrated mechanic struggling to repair a car. The license
Aimuhasasa, 06 Arabic for the governmentds ethnic and

Dem Decries ArgayMurders In Iraq (POL)

The Politic@pril 14, 2009

Rep. Jared Polis@lo), returning from his trip to Baghdad last week, is calling foromnimtyestigednt wave of
bias violence against gays and lesbians in Iraqg.
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Polis discussed what he called "egregious” human right violations with U.S. and Iraqi officials during his t
following reports that adwdén gay man were murdertite inapital in the pat month as punishment for their sexu

preferences.
AThe United States should not tolerate human ri
spend billions of taxpagleirs,dowhHhariss e@qa@yh, yiemra ssipat

US and Iraqi officials will help bring international attention and investigation to this terrible situattonaziycsbahg an e
offenses.”
Homosexuality is illegal in Iraq arcckios have suggested violators be hunted down and killed.

Report Urges Updating Of Nuclear Weapons Policy (WP)

By Walter Pincus

Washington Ppaipril 14009

Talk of efforts to control nuclear arms typically focuses on sheer numbers of warheads and their explosive pou

But with President Obama and his Russian counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, putting nuclear arms control
WashingtaMloscow agenda new study looks beyond simple comparison of numbers and types of weapons to t
harrowing question of just what those weapons are targeted to strike.

During the Cold War, they were aimed at Russia's hardened silos, bomber bases latidnsilltatgrinsialilar
sites in China were added. Now, potential nuclear facilities of other regional countries are on the listand well as
biological weapons facilities.

"From Counterforce to Minimal Deterrenegdga Bport releasest laeek by two aroomitrol advocacy groups,
takes a close look at "strike options," giving their view of the role nuclear intercontinental ballistiaarbssilbs and st
play in today's p&sild War world.

Instead of just comparing numbers #mongclear powers, the authors representing the Federation of Ame
Scientists and Natural Resources Defense Council focus on what the United States is targeting and whether
should change.

The study points out the obvithet "nucleaveapons are horrific things and nuclear war would be an unimagin
disaster.” But it says current Pentagon plans for using strategic nuclear weapons include “individual Isalie option:
range from using just a few weapons to using h@@xHan

The authors also note that political and military leaders argue "that nuclear weapons are not really intended tc
are meant only to deter, and therefore detailed war plans and alert forces increase the credibility ohklkeadeterrent
attack less likely."

The starting point for such discussions must be the current U.S. strategic nuclear stockpile, which stands a
warheads. About 2,200 of those are deployed on 450 MinutebssedIlIGBMSs, on ICBMs carried byidbht
submarines and on the hundreds of strategic bombs allé&@taoitbeBs. The remaining 3,000 are in storage or ar
awaiting dismantling.

The main purpose of maintaining our thousands of nuclear weapons during the Cold War wagddtethence. Ac
study, that meant two things: The first was preventing a Soviet conventional strike on Western Europe, Japan ot
The second was making it clear to Moscow that if it launched a first strike against the United Statesisemoufgh U.S. \
survive to deliver a devastating nuclear counterstrike on the Russian homeland.

Because both sides thought they could be subject to a first strike, they placed their nueiéggdom@est onheair
study points out, however, that 18aftarthe Soviet Union dissolved, "the practice of keeping U.S. and Russian 1
forces on alert continues today, albeit at lower numbers than during the Cold War."

The lack of a Cold Yeael threat made no difference, the authors wrote, becdlseyuitdince of Presidents Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush, the United States insisted that nuclear weapons could legitimately be used again
biological weapons "anywhere in the world, even agaicisanom@tions.” This approaclHfi¢aigiy broadened the
geographical reach and number of potential scenarios for U.S. nuclear strike options," they add.

It was in March 2003 that Adm. James O. Ellis Jr., chief of U.S. Strategic Command, told Congress that the n:
war plan washanging "to a family of plans applicable in a wider range of scenarios." The result in February
Operations Plan 8010, which the authors said included strike options against the combat and support equipment
adversaries. The bstargets were in Russia, China, North Korea, Iran, Iraq and Syria.
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As the authors note, although these appear to be military targets rather than population centers, many are \
major cities. "When the weapon is a nuclear bomb [or waatfesd wiitbeveral hundred thousand tons of TNT . . . tf
surrounding population is killed just as certainly as if it were the primary target,” they say.

The study's main purpose is to propose a new nuclear doctrine for the United Statess dnanimaéfines :
deterrence." Under that doctrine, the nation would retain enough nuclear weaponry "to deter nuclear Uise in the fi
study creates a new category called "infrastructure targeting,” under which attacks would focamarerielggstrical,
nodes" that support war industries. "A minimal nuclear deterrence policy with infrastructure targeting @wes not r:
forces to be on alert or even to react quickly," according to the study.

The authors propose keeping weaponsummethiestockpile but lowering their-yieldsdegree. The weapons, the
report said, should remain devastating enough to deter any nation from striking the United States or any of its allie

"Huge fatalities will occur in any nuclear attack8réheagutbut they add that their approach would result in fev
deaths "than would occur with today's targeting choices."

From 20,000 Nukes To Zero (USAT)

USA Todaypril 14, 2009

Zero is a distant dream, but thereds room, reaso

President Obama's pledge last week to work toward the eradication of nuclear weapons is a seductive idea.
Russian arsendlstogether about 96% of the more than 20,000 nuclear weaponsircenistelestroy both countries
and the rest of the world many times over. They pose a constant threat of misuse, they're a lure for degaats, and
to countries suchleen, North Korea and other dveuidclear nations to develop their own stockpiles. The sheer numt
just absurd. A few hundred would achieve as much.

That said, we're relieved that the president conceded during his speech in Pragueythairvehampebaibl his
lifetime. For all the terrible threats nuclear weapons pose, their singular virtue is that since World \Maviintreey've he
third world war at times just barely. The one "pro” on the list of nuclear pros andssomedsaaihilation makes even
the most aggressive warrior culture think twice.

As desirable as zero sounds, the difficulties of getting there are nowhere clearer, ironically, than inithe thoug
composed by the group Global Zero, whosarbaay of veteran leaders believes it could happen in 20 to 25 year:
Russia and the U.S. developed a verification system ironclad enough to convince both it was safe to give up the
declared and ndaclared nuclear powers Bifi@ince, China, Israel, India and Pakistan agreed to give up their weay
too; and if rogues such as Iran and North Korea could bepressured to abandon nuclear ambitions.

As unlikely as this sounds, though, a major part of what it would takeisoqgdetaceivable and eminently
worthwhile. Obama took an important step in that direction when he and Russian leader Dmitry Medvedev agreec
continuation of the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, which expires in Decembgredbtb sagkrsits below
the 2012 level of 1,700 to 2,200 deployed weapons called for in a 2002 agreement. That doesn't count a large
deployed.

Aside from the obvious reasons for whittling down the world's biggest nuclear artemas)dbd tecmather's
help. Russia, less adept than the U.S. at refreshing its weapons, risks falling behind numerically ifductioh.negotia
Obama needs Russia's help to contain Iran and North Korea. Both would benefit frahredstsdvisgoha weapon
falling into terrorist hands. There's a mutually beneficial deal to be done.

Momentum toward smaller stockpiles would leave both nations with plenty of weapons to deter any aggressc
blunt complaints of nuclearaagpithat the great powers aren't living up to the deal they struck in the 1967 Nucle
Proliferation Treatyhat countries without weapons would forgo them if countries that had them would work to elimir

The world might evolve to thewgoane nuclear deterrents are no longer necessary. Meanwhile, it makes sel
maintain a reasonable deterrent while simultaneously working to make it as sinatiéislpiosséterything possible to
pressure nations without weapons not talaequire

Zero might not be a realistic goal today, but getting as close as prudently possible makes all the sense in the \

Legal Left Cools Toward Obama (POL)
By Josh Gerstein
The Politicépril 14, 2009
ltés not just Paul Krugman anymor e.
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