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THE SECRETARY IN THE NEWS 

Overdue Reforms Target Veterans  (HONAD) 

By John Yaukey  
Honolulu Advertiser, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON ð For years, government care and benefits for veterans were often hard to get because of bureaucratic or 

geographic hurdles. 
But that may be changing. 
Veterans' advocates ð including lawmakers and the newly appointed leaders of the Veterans Affairs Department ð are 

pushing sweeping reforms in benefits and management practices to modernize the system. 
Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-Hawai'i, chairman of the Veterans' Affairs Committee, is shepherding legislation that would enhance 

education benefits, increase access to medical care and raise income ceilings that cut off access to services. 
"This legislation expands insurance programs and secures cost-of-living increases for certain benefits, some of which have 

not been updated for decades," Akaka said. 
All this comes as the VA is facing new challenges dealing with wounded veterans from two ongoing wars ð many in need 

of extensive medical care. 
Almost 40 percent of the veterans who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan have sought help through the VA health 

system, with 300,000 reporting mental health conditions. Suicides among veterans who saw combat in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have spiked. 

The VA budget is still in its earliest stages, but rough estimates of the cost of some of these reforms reach the tens of 
billions of dollars. 

Many veterans applaud the reforms but contend that the VA has a long way to go to regain its credibility. 
And many say the Obama administration hasn't helped much lately. 
Last month, the administration rescinded a proposal to charge insurers for the treatment of service-connected disabilities or 

illnesses after it raised hackles among vets. 
Meanwhile, according to Senate testimony from top VA officials, waiting periods on benefit claims are sometimes six 

months or longer. 
Reports by the Government Accountability Office in recent years have concluded that the VA has concealed funding 

problems and failed to implement key recommendations to improve treatment for veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

"Both veterans and the VA staff have long been done a disservice by a top-down bureaucracy that has failed to be honest 
with Congress and (is) resistant to change," said Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. 

Shinseki's Promises 
The VA's new secretary, former Army Gen. Eric Shinseki, has promised to modernize the agency and streamline the 

delivery of benefits. He has said his top priorities include implementing the new Veterans' Assistance Act, which expands 
educational benefits for military veterans who have served since Sept. 11, 2001. 

He has also promised to try to expand benefits to many middle-income veterans who were excluded under the Bush 
administration because they made more than about $30,000 annually. 

But perhaps one of the most daunting challenges the VA faces is providing care to veterans who don't live near VA 
facilities. This includes a large number of National Guard members and reservists who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

These service members face challenges different from their active-duty counterparts, who typically return to military bases 
and all the support they provide. 

http://www.bulletinnews.com/va
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20090413/NEWS08/904130331/-1/RSS02?source=rss_localnews


 5 

Thomas Loftus, a Vietnam-era veteran now living in rural Virginia, said VA care, especially for those with complex brain 
injuries, is hours away. 

"A three- to four-hour trip can be overwhelming for veterans with traumatic brain injury," he said. "At a minimum, there 
should be community-based personnel who can assess veterans for post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. 
Even for our veterans needing routine care for conditions like diabetes and high blood pressure, or group therapy for mental 
health conditions, they must travel one to two hours." 

He suggested that the VA certify healthcare providers to work in community health centers, eliminating at least some of the 
travel for veterans. 

One idea before Congress includes expanding benefits to cover emergency care for veterans outside the VA system. 
Tammy Duckworth, a helicopter pilot severely wounded in Iraq and now up for a top position in the VA, told lawmakers 

Wed- nesday that if the VA "cannot be in every hometown across America, we will find partners who are." 

Hawaii Leaders Push For Veteran Care  (AP) 

Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
HONOLULU (AP) ð Sweeping reforms to veteran care are being pushed in Washington by officials with Hawaii ties. 
U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka is promoting legislation that would enhance education benefits, increase access to medical care 

and raise income ceilings that cut off access to services. The senator from Hawaii is now the chairman of the Veterans' Affairs 
Committee. 

The Veteran Affairs Department's new secretary, former Army Gen. Eric Shinseki, has said one of his top priorities is 
expanding education benefits for military veterans who have served since Sept. 11, 2001. Shinseki is from Kauai. 

The nominee for the department's assistant secretary position, Tammy Duckworth, moved to Hawaii when she was 16 and 
graduated from McKinley High School and the University of Hawaii. 

VA Secretary Embraces 'Personal Calling' Of Serving Veterans  (AFPS) 

By Donna Miles 
American Forces Press Service, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON -- Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric K. Shinseki is a no-nonsense leader who wants veterans to measure his 

performance and that of the department he leads through concrete results, not rhetoric. 
"Veterans have been given a lot of promises over a bunch of years, and I have assured them that they should measure us 

by our accomplishments, not just the promises," Secretary Shinseki said. 
"We have some things to deliver," he added. 
Less than two months into the job, Secretary Shinseki is focused on transforming VA into a "people-centric, results-oriented 

and forward-looking" department. 
"We have committed to putting veterans at the focal point of all that we do here," he said. "There is only one reason we 

exist, and that is to ensure that our veterans who have earned benefits and services get them quickly, and that it is accessible to 
them. It is logical, it is fair and consistent." 

For Secretary Shinseki, a 38-year Soldier who retired in 2003 as Army chief of staff, the mission is extremely personal. 
Many of the veterans he now serves were "the truly unbelievable heroes of World War II" who returned from Europe and 

the Pacific to provide leadership for the United States, including the military, he said. 
"We all stand on their shoulders," Secretary Shinseki said. "We do things today professionally that they taught us how to 

do." 
But other veterans under VA's charge served alongside Secretary Shinseki or under his command -- in Vietnam and 

elsewhere during his military career. For others, Secretary Shinseki was the one who issued the deployment orders that sent 
them into harm's way. 

"So this is an opportunity for me to give back to the ones I went to war with, and the men and women I sent to war," he 
said. "It's a way to give back, and I am honored to have that opportunity." 

Secretary Shinseki's vision of giving back to America's veterans got a solid endorsement yesterday as President Barack 
Obama, flanked by Secretary Shinseki and Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, reiterated his commitment to the nation's 
veterans. 

As President Obama announced a new joint virtual lifetime electronic record that will improve care and services to 
transitioning veterans by smoothing the flow of medical records between the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments, the 
president recognized the debt the country owes its servicemembers and veterans. 

http://www.kpua.net/news.php?id=17643
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123144021
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"We have a sacred trust with those who wear the uniform of the United States of America," he said. "It's a commitment that 
begins in enlistment, and it must never end." But for too long, the United States has fallen short of that commitment. Too many 
wounded warriors go without the care that they need. Too many veterans don't receive the support that they've earned. Too 
many who once wore our nation's uniform now sleep in our nation's streets. It's time to change all that. "It's time to give our 
veterans a 21st-century VA." 

President Obama said his fiscal 2010 budget request, which represents the largest single-year increase in VA funding in 
three decades, will help achieve that goal. 

"All told, we will increase funding by $25 billion over the next five years," he said. 
"This is the largest budget request ever put forward by a president," Secretary Shinseki said. "And I think veterans should 

take great confidence in our president's commitment to veterans," a commitment he said President Obama has maintained 
consistently as a member of the Senate Affairs Committee, as a presidential candidate, and now as commander in chief. 

Congress, too, has strongly supported additional VA funding during the past two years, Secretary Shinseki said. 
"So I am pretty optimistic about this budget," he said. "The dialogue has already begun with key members of Congress." 
In an open letter to veterans after taking office, Secretary Shinseki said VA's "best days as an organization to support 

veterans are ahead of us." 
"We will fulfill President Lincoln's charge to care for 'him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and for his 

orphan' by redesigning and re-engineering ourselves for the future," he wrote. 
"I look forward to working together with all VA employees to transform our department into an organization that reflects the 

change and commitment our country expects and our veterans deserve," Secretary Shinseki said. 

VA Backlog Must Come To Swift End (PJ) 

Poughkeepsie (NY) Journal, April 14, 2009 
Years after the problem was first identified, wounded veterans returning home from Iraq and Afghanistan are still facing 

horrendous waits for their disability claims. 
This outrage has to end. The Veterans Affairs system has a backlog of about 800,000 claims. This often translates into six-

month waits for veterans to get decisions on their cases. While millions of veterans receive good care through the VA and are 
satisfied with the coverage, the government has not been able to effectively respond to this new wave of veterans returning home 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. The country has to do better - much better. 

Specifically, the government has received low marks for failing to boost services for post-traumatic stress disorder that can 
afflict veterans returning home from Iraq and Afghanistan. U.S. John Hall, D-Dover, and many others have called attention to this 
issue and want to see more funding and an extension of health benefits in this area. Veterans groups also are concerned about 
the suicide and attempted suicide rate of military personnel, many of whom have had multiple deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The VA is supposed to handle the health-care needs of about 5.8 million veterans, including more than 40,000 in Dutchess 
and Ulster counties. It's an awesome responsibility, and there's no question the Bush administration was unprepared to care for 
the influx of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans; the VA, in fact, has dealt with substantial budget shortfalls requiring Congress to 
authorize emergency spending to expedite veteran care. 

The new VA secretary, Eric Shinseki, is vowing to reduce the delay in processing veterans' disability claims and hiring an 
additional 1,100 staffers to get the job done. Shinseki also wants the VA to move away from paper processing and go to an all-
electronic claims system, something the Obama administration is advocating for the nation's health-care system in general. Here, 
the government wants to create an electronic record that would follow a service member in the military and then through the VA 
system. Now, the departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs have different medical systems, causing needless delays and far 
too many bureaucratic hurdles. 

The president's budget proposal would increase VA spending from $98 billion this fiscal year to $113 billion. The massive 
federal stimulus package also includes about $1.4 billion for VA projects, and the Hudson Valley Healthcare System Veterans 
Administration Hospital at Castle Point will receive $8.22 million of that for upgrades and renovations, such as roof and water line 
repairs. 

These are positive steps, yet about 50,000 veterans are still waiting for the VA to process their claims. That number will 
increase as more troops return home - unless the government gets a better handle on the situation now. 

WAMU Airs Audio Of VA Incident  (WP) 

By Ed O' Keefe 

http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/article/20090414/OPINION01/904140302
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Washington Post, April 13, 2009 
Washington public radio station WAMU this morning aired audio of an exchange that took place last Tuesday night 

between one of its reporters and a VA Hospital public affairs officer that resulted in the confiscation of the reporter's recording 
equipment. 

Officials from Washington's VA Medical Center on Friday returned the audio flash drive they had taken from WAMU 
reporter David Schultz, claiming he neither properly identified himself nor obtained the consent forms necessary before speaking 
with Army veteran Tommie Canady a VA advisory committee meeting. 

The VA begins an internal "top to bottom" investigation of the incident today to see "what lessons can be learned from the 
experience," according to VA spokeswoman Katie Roberts. 

Listen to Schultz's full report here and read the exchange after the jump. 
Schultz starts his report by stating that he invited Canady out into the hallway to further discuss his situation. 
Canady speaking to Schultz: "I'd really like to tell you the whole story. It really makes the whole thing." 
Schultz: "I don't mind at all." 
Canady told Schultz that he was forced out of the Army "by a racist captain" and was homeless for three years. 
At this point, public affairs officer Gloria Hairston approaches Schultz and Canady: 
Hairston: "I can't allow you to use this. I can't." 
Schultz: "I'm going to use this. I mean he's he's..." 
Hairston speaking to Canady: "OK you can't talk anymore. I can't do it sir. You can't do it." 
Schultz speaking to Canady: "You have a right to talk if you want to talk." 
Canady speaking to Hairston: "Who are you? I'm just saying. I'm just, just tell me who you are." 
Hairston: "I'm Gloria Hairston public affairs here at the medical center." 
Canady: "Are you telling me I have to keep my mouth shut?" 
Hairston: "No I didn't say that you have to keep your mouth shut. You don't have to keep your mouth shut." 
Canady: "Well then why are you telling me I can't do this interview? You hear this guys? I can't do anything." 
At this point, the audio recorder picks up the sound of Hairston walking away. 
Canady: "No, I heard her you say she's gonna...[inaudible]... seize this tape. Well if she want it, I'm going to put it in my 

hand she'd better not try to seize it. And I mean it. Or else you're going to have to physically touch me and I don't think..." 
Schultz: "Well let's calm down here..." 
Schultz then reports that Canady continued to share his opinions on patient care at the District's VA medical center: 
"They don't get the proper care they're supposed to by the nurses. I've spent months in here, some of these guys spend 

years in here. We know exactly what goes on in this hospital, and they hide it. It's time for it to come out to the public. This is 
sad." 

Canady then alleges that hospital staffers are racist: 
"These Black guys they can't get their benefits like the White guys. Count the numbers and you'll see what I mean. People 

come in here. Everyone one of them, they go through the same thing we do. Got a higher percentage than we do. And some of 
us don't even have a percentage and we file before they did. Doctors have given me 100 percent from California to Washington, 
D.C. and I still have not received my money. At last count it was almost $800,000 and these people have not paid me a penny." 

At that point, Schultz reports, Hairston returns with security guards and asks for his equipment, promising to erase the 
audio on the flash card. Schultz eventually handed it over, but none of the audio was erased. 

VA Returns Seized Recording To WAMU  (RBR) 

Radio Business Report, April 13, 2009 
WAMU-FM DC reports The Department of Veterans Affairs is conducting an official review of why its workers confiscated 

the equipment of and detained WAMU reporter David Schultz after he spoke to a vet at a public meeting (4/13/09 RBR #71). 
VA Secretary Eric Shinseki has ordered a top to bottom review of last week's incident in which VA guards confiscated the 

equipment of and detained WAMU 88.5 reporter David Schultz. The incident happened when Schultz tried to interview a veteran 
at a town hall meeting at D.C.'s VA hospital. The VA agreed late Friday to return the device to WAMU without any conditions 
attached for its use. 

As David Schultz reports, the incident sparked a national discussion over freedom of the press and a patient's right to 
privacy. 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2009/04/post_6.html?hpid=news-col-blog
http://www.rbr.com/radio/13973.html
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"We want to do a top-to-bottom review in order to learn what happened, why it happened, and what lessons can be learned 
from the experience," VA spokeswoman Katie Roberts said in a statement. "We need to grow from this incident in order to 
determine how we can better provide media access while supporting the privacy of our Veterans." 

The internal investigation will explore the actions taken by security guards and hospital public affairs officer Gloria Hairston, 
who confiscated the sound card from David Schultz's digital recorder during a town hall meeting at the hospital Tuesday night. 

Meanwhile, Barbara Cochran President, Radio-Television News Directors Association, fired off a letter to The VA 
condemning the act. 

IRAQ/AFGHANISTAN VETS 

Police:  Iraq A Factor In PR Soldier's Suicide (AP) 

Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico ï A soldier who had told his family he did not want to return to Iraq apparently killed himself in a 

Puerto Rican motel days before he was to join his unit and head back to the war zone, police in the U.S. territory said Monday. 
Army Spc. Nokware Rosado Munoz, 28, had been arguing with his pregnant wife about his upcoming redeployment before 

hanging himself Sunday, said Lt. Edilberto Rivera Santiago, director of the police homicide division in the San Juan suburb of 
Bayamon. 

"They were having problems because he had been activated again," Rivera said. 
Rosado was scheduled to rejoin his unit at Fort Bliss, Texas, this week, before moving on to Iraq. 
The soldier's mother-in-law, Migdalia Estrada, was quoted by newspaper El Nuevo Dia as saying that Rosado was 

receiving psychiatric treatment stemming from a previous Iraq deployment. 
"He had said to my daughter that he didn't want to go back to Iraq," Estrada said. "I don't understand how they can order 

him back if he was having problems." 
An Army official in San Juan, Felix Santiago, said the military was cooperating with Puerto Rican authorities in an 

investigation. Officials in Fort Bliss had no immediate comment. 
Suicides in the Army have increased yearly since 2004 as soldiers deal with longer and repeated tours in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. The Army had its highest rate of suicide on record in 2008 with at least 129 confirmed cases. 

Mental Health Services Offered To Veterans  (GII) 

By Tracy Overstreet  
Grand Island (NE) Independent, April 13, 2009 
A cutting-edge mental health treatment is coming to area veterans. 
Virtual reality equipment was installed last week in the mental health clinic at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Grand 

Island. 
Psychologist Dr. Krista Krebs, who specializes in posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) said the equipment will be used in 

mid-level PTSD treatments. She and the equipment are part of increases in mental health services the VA has been adding since 
2006. 

The equipment can depict war sounds or war scenes to aid an ailing soldier in addressing the traumas encountered during 
active duty. 

About 50 percent of returning veterans meet the criteria of PTSD or are experiencing its symptoms, Krebs said. 
The first element of having PTSD is having been exposed to a life-threatening event. 
Next the veteran may have: 
ð Reexperiencing ð meaning things that occurred during active duty keep coming back through nightmares or innocuous 

things in the environment triggering bad memories. 
ð Hyper-arousal ð a continual high tension, anxiety and irritability. A feeling of always being ñon guard.ò 
ð Avoidance ð Making attempts to or staying away from uncomfortable situations that remind the soldier of active duty. 

This could even be avoiding crowded places such as restaurants or shopping centers or an attempt to shut down emotions, not 
trust people and not connect with people. 

ñItôs a pretty devastating disorder,ò Krebs said. 
U.S. Sen. Mike Johanns, who conducted a special veterans roundtable meeting in Grand Island this past week, said PTSD 

is common, but not all vets are getting services for it. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090413/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/cb_puerto_rico_soldier_s_suicide;_ylt=Av5PwJh6a3vy7zk4.QO16Te3IxIF
http://www.theindependent.com/articles/2009/04/12/news/local/doc49e29817a19ee695770432.txt
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In many cases, the veteran isnôt aware service is needed. 
Veterans Affairs spokesman Will Ackerman said when he first returned home in 2006 from active duty in Baghdad he 

thought he was fine. His wife, however, noticed changes. She urged him to get a mental health check, where he learned he had 
an adjustment disorder returning to civilian life. 

Work with VA mental health practitioners helped him reconnect with his family, friends and daily stateside routines. 
There are three basic types of treatment for PTSD, Krebs said. 
The least intensive treatment includes basic awareness of PTSD and its coping mechanisms. 
A mid-level treatment involves reliving and facing the trauma in either cognitive-processing therapy or prolonged-exposure 

therapy. Confronting the trauma ð which can be done with the new virtual reality equipment ð works to change the emotion, 
Krebs said. 

ñThey are very powerful, but they are very scary for people,ò Krebs said of PTSD treatment. ñWe donôt push people é but 
we let people know of the potential payoff.ò 

The most intensive treatment is through residential treatment out-of-state that combines awareness and confrontation in a 
six- to eight-week program, she said. 

PTSD isnôt just seen in returning vets of current wars. Krebs said she sees a lot of Vietnam vets who are now retirement 
age and used their stateside work for decades as a method of avoidance in confronting PTSD. 

The first three to four sessions are the hardest, she said, but success rates stand at more than 80 percent for PTSD 
treatment. 

Technique Helps Those With PTSD Sleep Again  (GFT) 

By Eric Newhouse  
Great Falls (MT) Tribune, April 14, 2009 
SALT LAKE CITY ð At a recent mental health conference in the Salt Palace, a Utah National Guardsman described how 

he finally learned to sleep again. 
It's a simple technique that the Veterans Administration has tested in Salt Lake City and found effective for both sleep 

disorders and for post-traumatic stress disorder. 
"When they told me about 'mind-body bridging,' I thought they were blowing smoke because it was so simple," Sgt. 1st 

Class Kip Day of Salt Lake City said last week. 
"But it works," he added. 
The system developed by Dr. Stanley Block and described in his book, "Come To Your Senses," involves listening, 

touching, seeing and smelling your environment instead of wrestling with your thoughts. 
"That's a grounding technique that's common to a number of therapies," noted Steve Allen, a VA psychologist in Salt Lake. 
Day said he returned from an intense tour of duty in Iraq in 2003 and had severe nightmares every night for the next six 

years. 
"Drugs didn't work for me," he said. "They just made my dreams worse. 
"But the first night I tried the program, I began listening to the clock in my room as a way to go to sleep," said Day. "That 

very first night, I slept and didn't dream ð which was amazing to me. 
"The next night, I had a funny dream and woke up laughing," Day said. "I even woke my wife up with my laughter." 
To test whether the therapy was effective, the VA took 60 vets with sleep disorders, many of whom also had symptoms of 

PTSD, and broke them into two random groups, said Rich Landward, a licensed clinical social worker for the VA in Salt Lake City. 
One group received four sessions of sleep hygiene: medical advice on what to do to sleep better, things like not drinking 

caffeine in the evening or trying to sleep in front of a television set. 
"There was some sleep improvement with this group, but not nearly as much as the bridging the mind and body group," 

Landward said. 
"We told them to tune into their senses ð sight, sound, hearing, smell, touch," Landward said. "We told them to listen to a 

fan at bedtime or concentrate on feeling the sheets. 
"When you do that, the busy mind takes a break and lets the tense body go to sleep," he explained. 
A second aspect of the therapy is a variation of the Serenity Prayer: "God grant me the serenity to accept the things I 

cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference." 
"People develop requirements for the way we expect life to operate, but when that fails to materialize, the body tenses and 

the mind races," Landward said. "When you become aware of what triggered that tenseness and mental clutter, you can change 
your requirements. 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20090413/NEWS01/904130303/1002/RSS


 10 

"That will reduce the tense body and cluttered mind," said Landward. 
Vets using the mind-body bridging technique showed a 20 percent improvement after the first week and 28 percent 

improvement following the second week, compared with the sleep hygiene group that improved by 13 and 15 percent 
respectively. 

"Our tests showed that mind-body bridging showed a significant impact on vets' ability to sleep pre- and post-test," said 
Landward. 

Landward said that while both groups showed improvement in sleeping, what's fascinating is that the sleep hygiene group 
showed no significant improvement in PTSD while the bridging group did. 

In fact, the VA in Salt Lake City has begun producing a series of DVDs entitled "Come To Your Senses" that will walk vets 
through the therapy. 

VA officials at Fort Harrison were not available last week to discuss whether they are using similar procedures. It is being 
used in at least one VA hospital in Massachusetts, said Block. 

Day said the therapy has given him help across the board, not just with sleep problems. 
"I had a huge problem with alcohol as soon as I got back from Iraq," he said. "I was drinking a fifth and a half a day. 
He said the system stopped his alcohol problems and also has allowed him to stop taking large doses of Prozac that were 

prescribed for him. 
"I had PTSD with off-the-chart anxiety symptoms, but this has really helped me get it under control," said Day. "I feel like it 

has saved my life." 
Block, a psychiatrist who is affiliated with the University of Utah, said his therapy operates very differently from conventional 

procedures. 
"As therapists, we generally practice addition systems," he said. "We try to add information to fix people. 
"But mind-body bridging is based on subtraction," he said. "It assumes we're already complete and it's the identity system 

that tenses our bodies and confuses our thinking. 
"If we slow that identity system down, we find we can heal ourselves," said Block. 
Block said mind-body bridging techniques also have been utilized on domestic violence offenders. 
In an article published by the "Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment and Trauma" earlier this year, Block and four associates 

concluded that 93 percent of the 88 offenders in their program finished the training and that just 7 percent had reoffended after a 
27-month follow-up period. 

"Since that paper was published, we've extended our follow-up period for another year," he said. "And we've found only a 7 
percent recidivism rate over three and a half years." 

Desert Storm Veteran Works To Prevent Soldiers' Suicides  (APC) 

By Steve Wideman  
Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent, April 13, 2009 
APPLETON ð Scott Adler listened helplessly as the sound of a single gunshot filled the earpiece of a telephone being held 

by a desk sergeant at Fort Stewart, Ga., in June 2001. 
Nausea overwhelmed the 11-year Army veteran as Adler, who now lives in Appleton, realized he just heard his best friend 

and fellow military police officer commit suicide. 
Over a three-year period, Adler experienced the suicides of five fellow soldiers, a fall into deep depression, anxiety attacks 

and, eventually, a 100 percent disability classification by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
"Those suicides eat away at me every day," Adler, 37, said after he traveled in March to Washington, D.C., where he 

persuaded U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Middleton, to introduce into the Congressional Record a series of proposals to prevent a 
growing number of military suicides. 

Adler's passion to attend a special Senate hearing on skyrocketing military suicides ignited when he read of Army statistics 
showing 143 soldier suicides in 2008 and more than 48 this year. 

"In January, 24 soldiers took their own lives. The number of soldiers killed in action was lower than those who committed 
suicide," Adler said. "To say I was upset would be an understatement. I was furious. It was like a flashback for me." 

Adler is officially unemployable due to service-connected mental disabilities, but he volunteers at National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Fox Valley offering support for a fledgling group of returning war veterans suffering from mental issues. 

Adler is working with NAMI project coordinator Sandy Pharis to develop a pilot program, to be unveiled in May at a 
statewide veterans issues conference in Madison, for the state's 35 NAMI chapters to deal with mental concerns of veterans. 

"We expect to receive a lot more inquires for help as soldiers return from the wars," Pharis said. 

http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009904120688
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Adler said his commitment to helping members of the military is based on a set of military principles called the "Warrior 
Ethos." 

The principles state a soldier will always place his mission first, never accept defeat, never quit and, most important for 
Adler, never leave a fallen comrade behind. 

Adler said the concept of never leaving a fellow soldier behind extends far beyond a commitment to remove fellow soldiers, 
dead or alive, from the battlefield. 

"The goal of my proposals presented for the Congressional Record is to make sure no soldier with mental issues is left 
behind," Adler said. 

Those proposals focus on suicide prevention instruction for lower-level leadership, including drill sergeants in basic and 
advanced training as well as similar instruction at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, military officer candidate schools and 
the Army's medic school at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Adler also wants changes in the military's Uniform Code of Military Justice preventing separation from military service with a 
less-than-honorable discharge because of infractions not readily connected to mental concerns. 

"That can block access to VA services and benefits," Adler said. "Soldiers who served in a combat zone do not deserve 
that." 

Desert Storm Veteran Works To Prevent Soldiers' Suicides  (GBPG/APC) 

By Steve Wideman , Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent 
Green Bay (WI) Press Gazette, April 13, 2009 
APPLETON ð Scott Adler listened helplessly as the sound of a single gunshot filled the earpiece of a telephone being held 

by a desk sergeant at Fort Stewart, Ga., in June 2001. 
Nausea overwhelmed the 11-year Army veteran as Adler, who now lives in Appleton, realized he just heard his best friend 

and fellow military police officer commit suicide. 
Over a three-year period, Adler experienced the suicides of five fellow soldiers, a fall into deep depression, anxiety attacks 

and, eventually, a 100 percent disability classification by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
"Those suicides eat away at me every day," Adler, 37, said after he traveled in March to Washington, D.C., where he 

persuaded U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Middleton, to introduce into the Congressional Record a series of proposals to prevent a 
growing number of military suicides. 

Adler's passion to attend a special Senate hearing on skyrocketing military suicides ignited when he read of Army statistics 
showing 143 soldier suicides in 2008 and more than 48 this year. 

"In January, 24 soldiers took their own lives. The number of soldiers killed in action was lower than those who committed 
suicide," Adler said. "To say I was upset would be an understatement. I was furious. It was like a flashback for me." 

Adler is officially unemployable due to service-connected mental disabilities, but he volunteers at National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Fox Valley offering support for a fledgling group of returning war veterans suffering from mental issues. 

Adler is working with NAMI project coordinator Sandy Pharis to develop a pilot program, to be unveiled in May at a 
statewide veterans issues conference in Madison, for the state's 35 NAMI chapters to deal with mental concerns of veterans. 

"We expect to receive a lot more inquires for help as soldiers return from the wars," Pharis said. 
Adler said his commitment to helping members of the military is based on a set of military principles called the "Warrior 

Ethos." 
The principles state a soldier will always place his mission first, never accept defeat, never quit and, most important for 

Adler, never leave a fallen comrade behind. 
Adler said the concept of never leaving a fellow soldier behind extends far beyond a commitment to remove fellow soldiers, 

dead or alive, from the battlefield. 
"The goal of my proposals presented for the Congressional Record is to make sure no soldier with mental issues is left 

behind," Adler said. 
Those proposals focus on suicide prevention instruction for lower-level leadership, including drill sergeants in basic and 

advanced training as well as similar instruction at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, military officer candidate schools and 
the Army's medic school at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Adler also wants changes in the military's Uniform Code of Military Justice preventing separation from military service with a 
less-than-honorable discharge because of infractions not readily connected to mental concerns. 

"That can block access to VA services and benefits," Adler said. "Soldiers who served in a combat zone do not deserve 
that." 

http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20090412/GPG0101/904120688/1207/GPG01
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Vet Devotes Time To Suicide Prevention.  WFRV-TV Green Bay, WI (4/13, 5:00 p.m. CT) broadcast that Adler, who 

ñis returning to DCò Tuesday, ñwrote and submitted a suicide prevention proposal to the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee 
last month.  This week, heôs fighting for more rigorous crisis intervention training.ò 

Soldiers' Stress: What Doctors Get Wrong About PTSD  (SCIAMER) 

By David Dobbs  
Scientific American, April 14, 2009 
In 2006, soon after returning from military service in Ramadi, Iraq, during the bloodiest period of the war, Captain Matt 

Stevens of the Vermont National Guard began to have a problem with PTSD, or post-traumatic stress disorder. Stevens's 
problem was not that he had PTSD. It was that he began to have doubts about PTSD: the condition was real enough, but as a 
diagnosis he saw it being wildly, even dangerously, overextended. 

Stevens led the medics tending an armored brigade of 800 soldiers, and his team patched together GIs and Iraqi citizens 
almost every day. He saw horrific things. Once home, he said he had his share of "nights where I'd wake up and it would be clear 
I wasn't going to sleep again." 

He was not surprised: "I would expect people to have nightmares for a while when they came back." But as he kept track of 
his unit in the U.S., he saw troops greeted by both a larger culture and a medical culture especially in the Veterans Administration 
(VA) that seemed reflexively to view bad memories, nightmares and any other sign of distress as an indicator of PTSD. 

"Clinicians aren't separating the few who really have PTSD from those who are experiencing things like depression or 
anxiety or social and reintegration problems or who are just taking some time getting over it," Stevens says. He worries that many 
of these men and women are being pulled into a treatment and disability regime that will mire them in a self-fulfilling vision of a 
brain rewired, a psyche permanently haunted. 

Stevens, now a major and still on reserve duty while he works as a physician's assistant, is far from alone in worrying about 
the reach of PTSD. Over the past five years or so, a long-simmering academic debate over PTSD's conceptual basis and 
incidence has begun to boil over. It is now splitting the practice of trauma psychology and roiling military culture. Critiques 
originally raised by military historians and a few psychologists are now advanced by a broad array of experts indeed, giants of 
psychology, psychiatry and epidemiology. They include Columbia University's Robert L. Spitzer and Michael B. First, who 
oversaw the last two editions of the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, the 
DSM-III and DSM-IV; Paul McHugh, former chair of Johns Hopkins University's psychiatry department; Michigan State University 
epidemiologist Naomi Breslau; and Harvard University psychologist Richard J. McNally, a leading authority in the dynamics of 
memory and trauma and perhaps the most forceful of the critics. The diagnostic criteria for PTSD, they assert, represent a faulty, 
outdated construct that has been badly overstretched so that it routinely mistakes depression, anxiety or even normal adjustment 
for a unique and especially stubborn ailment. 

This quest to scale back the definition of PTSD and its application stands to affect the expenditure of billions of dollars, the 
diagnostic framework of psychiatry, the effectiveness of a huge treatment and disability infrastructure, and, most important, the 
mental health and future lives of hundreds of thousands of U.S. combat veterans and other PTSD patients. Standing in the way 
of reform is conventional wisdom, deep cultural resistance and foundational concepts of trauma psychology. Nevertheless, it is 
time, as Spitzer recently argued, to "save PTSD from itself." 

Casting a Wide Net 
The overdiagnosis of PTSD, critics say, shows in the numbers, starting with the seminal study of PTSD prevalence, the 

1990 National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Survey (NVVRS). The NVVRS covered more than 1,000 male Vietnam vets in 
1988 and reported that 15.4 percent of them had PTSD at the time and that 31 percent had suffered it at some point since the 
war. That 31 percent has been the standard estimate of PTSD incidence among veterans ever since. 

In 2006, however, Columbia epidemiologist Bruce P. Dohrenwend, hoping to resolve nagging questions about the study, 
reworked the numbers. When he had culled the poorly documented diagnoses, he found that the 1988 rate was 9 percent and 
the lifetime rate 18 percent. 

McNally shares the general admiration for Dohrenwend's careful work. Soon after it was published, however, McNally 
asserted that Dohrenwend's numbers were still too high because he counted as PTSD cases those veterans with only mild, 
subdiagnostic symptoms, people rated as "generally functioning pretty well." If you included only those suffering "clinically 
significant impairment" the level generally required for diagnosis and insurance compensation in most mental illness the rates fell 
yet further, to 5.4 percent at the time of the survey and 11 percent lifetime. It was not one in three veterans who eventually 
developed PTSD, but one in nine and only one in 18 had it at any given time. The NVVRS, in other words, appears to have 
overstated PTSD rates in Vietnam vets by almost 300 percent. 

http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=882996815|0|59%5e882997943|0|33%5e
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=post-traumatic-stress-trap
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"PTSD is a real thing, without a doubt," McNally says. "But as a diagnosis, PTSD has become so flabby and overstretched, 
so much a part of the culture, that we are almost certainly mistaking other problems for PTSD and thus mistreating them." 

The idea that PTSD is overdiagnosed seems to contradict reports of resistance in the military and the VA to recognizing 
PTSD denials of PTSD diagnoses and disability benefits, military clinicians discharging soldiers instead of treating them, and a 
disturbing increase in suicides among veterans of the Middle East wars. Yet the two trends are consistent. The VA's PTSD 
caseload has more than doubled since 2000, mostly because of newly diagnosed Vietnam veterans. The poor and erratic 
response to current soldiers and recent vets, with some being pulled quickly into PTSD treatments and others discouraged or 
denied, may be the panicked stumbling of an overloaded system. 

Overhauling both the diagnosis and the VA's care system, critics say, will ensure better care for genuine PTSD patients as 
well as those being misdiagnosed. But the would-be reformers face fierce opposition. "This argument," McNally notes, "tends to 
really piss some people off." Veterans send him threatening e-mails. Colleagues accuse him of dishonoring veterans, dismissing 
suffering, discounting the costs of war. Dean G. Kilpatrick, a University of South Carolina traumatologist and former president of 
the Inter national Society for Traumatic Stress Studies (ISTSS), once essentially called McNally a liar. 

A Problematic Diagnosis 
The DSM-IV, the most recent edition (published in 1994), defines PTSD as the presence of three symptom clusters 

reexperiencing via nightmares or flashbacks; avoidance by numbing or withdrawal; and hyperarousal, evident in irritability, 
insomnia, aggression or poor concentration that arise in response to a life-threatening event [To see related sidebar please 
purchase the digital edition]. 

The construction of this definition is suspect. To start with, the link to a traumatic event, which makes PTSD almost unique 
among complex psychiatric diagnoses in being defined by an external cause, also makes it uniquely problematic, for the tie is 
really to the memory of an event. When PTSD was first added to the DSM-III in 1980, traumatic memories were considered 
reasonably faithful recordings of actual events. But as research since then has repeatedly shown, memory is spectacularly 
unreliable and malleable. We routinely add or subtract people, details, settings and actions to and from our memories. We 
conflate, invent and edit. 

In one study by Washington University memory researcher Elizabeth F. Loftus, one out of four adults who were told they 
were lost in a shopping mall as children came to believe it. Some insisted the event happened even after the ruse was exposed. 
Subsequently, bounteous research has confirmed that such false memories are common [see "Creating False Memories," by 
Elizabeth F. Loftus; Scientific American, September 1997]. 

Soldiers enjoy no immunity from this tendency. A 1990s study at the New Haven, Conn., VA hospital asked 59 Gulf War 
veterans about their experiences a month after their return and again two years later. The researchers asked about 19 specific 
types of potentially traumatic events, such as witnessing deaths, losing friends and seeing people disfigured. Two years out, 70 
percent of the veterans reported at least one traumatic event they had not mentioned a month after returning, and 24 percent 
reported at least three such events for the first time. And the veterans recounting the most "new memories" also reported the 
most PTSD symptoms. 

To McNally, such results suggest that some veterans experiencing "late-onset" PTSD may be attributing symptoms of 
depression, anxiety or other subtle disorders to a memory that has been elaborated and given new significance or even 
unconsciously fabricated. 

"This has nothing to do with gaming or working the system or consciously looking for sympathy," McNally says. "We all do 
this: we cast our lives in terms of narratives that help us understand them. A vet who's having a difficult life may remember a 
trauma, which may or may not have actually traumatized him, and everything makes sense." 

To make the diagnosis of PTSD more rigorous, some have suggested that blood chemistry, brain imaging or other tests 
might be able to detect physiological signatures of the disorder. Some studies of stress hormones in groups of PTSD patients 
show differences from normal subjects, but the overlap between the normal and the PTSD groups is huge, making individual 
profiles useless for diagnostics. Brain imaging has similar limitations, with the abnormal dynamics in PTSD heavily overlapping 
those of depression and anxiety. 

With memory unreliable and biological markers elusive, diagnosis depends on clinical symptoms. But as a study in 2007 
starkly showed, the symptom profile for PTSD is as slippery as the would-be biomarkers. J. Alexander Bodkin, a psychiatrist at 
Harvard's McLean Hospital, screened 90 clinically depressed patients separately for PTSD symptoms and for trauma, then 
compared the results. First he and a colleague used a standardized screening interview to assess symptoms. Then two other 
PTSD diagnosticians, ignorant of the symptom reports, used another standard interview to see which patients had ever 
experienced trauma fitting DSM-IV criteria. 
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If PTSD arose from trauma, the patients with PTSD symptoms should have histories of trauma, and those with trauma 
should show more PTSD. It was not so. Although the symptom screens rated 70 of the 90 patients positive for PTSD, the trauma 
screens found only 54 who had suffered trauma: the diagnosed PTSD "cases" outnumbered those who had experienced 
traumatic events. Things got worse when Bodkin compared the diagnoses one on one. If PTSD required trauma, then the 54 
trauma-exposed patients should account for most of the 70 PTSD-positive patients. But the PTSD-symptomatic patients were 
equally distributed among the trauma-positive and the trauma-negative groups. The PTSD rate had zero relation to the trauma 
rate. It was, Bodkin observed, "a scientifically unacceptable situation." 

More practically, as McNally points out, "To give the best treatment, you have to have the right diagnosis." 
The most effective treatment for patients whose symptoms arise from trauma is exposure-based cognitive-behavioral 

therapy (CBT), which concentrates on altering the response to a specific traumatic memory by repeated, controlled exposure to 
it. "And it works," McNally says. "If someone with genuine PTSD goes to the people who do this really well, they have a good 
chance of getting better." CBT for depression, in contrast, teaches the patient to recognize dysfunctional loops of thought and 
emotion and develop new responses to normal, present-day events. "If a depressed person takes on a PTSD interpretation of 
their troubles and gets exposure-based CBT, you're going to miss the boat," McNally says. "You're going to spend your time 
chasing this memory down instead of dealing with the way the patient misinterprets present events." 

To complicate matters, recent studies showing that traumatic brain injuries from bomb blasts, common among soldiers in 
Iraq, produce symptoms almost indistinguishable from PTSD. One more overlapping symptom set. 

"The overlap issue worries me tremendously," says Gerald M. Rosen, a University of Washington psychiatrist who has 
worked extensively with PTSD patients. "We have to ask how we got here. We have to ask ourselves, 'What do we gain by 
having this diagnosis?'" 

Disabling Conditions 
Rosen is thinking of clinicians when he asks about gain. But what does a veteran gain with a PTSD diagnosis? One would 

hope, of course, that it grants access to effective treatment and support. This is not happening. In civilian populations, two thirds 
of PTSD patients respond to treatment. But as psychologist Christopher Frueh, who researched and treated PTSD for the VA 
from the early 1990s until 2006, notes, "In the two largest VA studies of combat veterans, neither showed a treatment effect. Vets 
getting PTSD treatment from the VA are no more likely to get better than they would on their own." 

The reason, Frueh says, is the collision of the PTSD construct's vagaries with the VA's disability system, in which every 
benefit seems structured to discourage recovery. 

The first benefit is health care. PTSD is by far the easiest mental health diagnosis to have declared "service-connected," a 
designation that often means the difference between little or no care and broad, lasting health coverage. Service connection also 
makes a vet eligible for monthly disability payments of up to $3,000. That link may explain why most veterans getting PTSD 
treatment from the VA report worsening symptoms until they are designated 100 percent disabled at which point their use of VA 
mental health services drops by 82 percent. It may also help explain why, although the risk of PTSD from a traumatic event drops 
as time passes, the number of Vietnam veterans applying for PTSD disability almost doubled between 1999 and 2004, driving 
total PTSD disability payments to more than $4 billion annually. 

Perhaps most disastrously, these payments continue only if you are sick. For unlike a vet who has lost a leg, a vet with 
PTSD loses disability benefits as soon as he recovers or starts working. The entire system seems designed to encourage chronic 
disability. "In the several years I spent in VA PTSD clinics," Frueh says, "I can't think of a single PTSD patient who left treatment 
because he got better. But the problem is not the veterans. The problem is that the VA's disability system, which is 60 years old 
now, ignores all the intervening research we have on resilience, on the power of expectancy, and on the effects of incentives and 
disincentives. Sometimes I think they should just blow it up and start over." But with what? 

Richard A. Bryant, an Australian PTSD researcher and clinician, suggests a disability system more like that in place Down 
Under. An Australian soldier injured in combat receives a lifelong "noneconomic" disability payment of $300 to $1,200 monthly. If 
the injury keeps him from working, he also gets an "incapacity" payment, as well as job training and help finding work. Finally a 
crucial feature he retains all these benefits for two years once he goes back to work. After that, incapacity payments taper to zero 
over five years. But noneconomic payments a kind of financial Purple Heart continue forever. And like all Australians, the soldier 
gets free lifetime health care. Australian vets come home to an utterly different support system from ours: theirs is a scaffold they 
can climb. Ours is a low-hanging "safety net" liable to trap anyone who falls in. 

Two Ways to Carry a Rifle 
When a soldier comes home, he must try to reconcile his war experience with the person he was beforehand and the 

society and family he returns to. He must engage in what psychologist Rachel Yehuda, who researches PTSD at the Bronx VA 
Hospital, calls "recontextualization" the process of integrating trauma into normal experience. It is what we all do, on various 



 15 

scales, when we suffer breakups, job losses or the deaths of loved ones. Initially the event seems an impossible aberration. Then 
slowly we accept the trauma as part of the complex context that is life. 

Major Matt Stevens recognizes that this adjustment can take time. Even after two years at home, the war still occupies his 
dreams. Sometimes, for instance, he dreams that he is doing something completely normal while carrying his combat rifle: "One 
night I dreamt I was bird-watching with my wife. When we saw a bird, she would lift her binoculars, and I would lift my rifle and 
watch the bird through the scope. No thought of shooting it. Just how I looked at the birds." 

It would be easy to read Stevens's dream as a symptom of PTSD, expressing fear, hypervigilance and avoidance. Yet it 
can also be seen as demonstrating his success in recontextualizing his experience: reconciling the man who once used a gun 
with the man who no longer does. 

Saving PTSD from itself, Spitzer, McNally, Frueh and other critics say, will require a similar shift seeing most postcombat 
distress not as a disorder but as part of normal, if painful, healing. This turnaround will involve, for starters, revising the rubric for 
diagnosing PTSD currently under review for the new DSM-V due to be published in 2012 so it accounts for the unreliability of 
memory and better distinguishes depression, anxiety and phobia from true PTSD. Mental health evaluations need similar 
revisions so they can detect genuine cases without leading patients to impose trauma narratives on other mental health 
problems. Finally, Congress should replace the VA's disability system with an evidence-based approach that removes 
disincentives to recovery and even go the extra mile and give all combat veterans, injured or not, lifetime health care. 

These changes will be hard to sell in a culture that resists any suggestion that PTSD is not a common, even inevitable, 
consequence of combat. Mistaking its horror for its prevalence, most people assume PTSD is epidemic, ignoring all evidence to 
the contrary. 

The biggest longitudinal study of soldiers returning from Iraq, led by VA researcher Charles Milliken and published in 2007, 
seemed to confirm that we should expect a high incidence of PTSD. It surveyed combat troops immediately on return from 
deployment and again about six months later and found around 20 percent symptomatically "at risk" of PTSD. But of those 
reporting symptoms in the first survey, half had improved by the second survey, and many who first claimed few or no symptoms 
later reported serious symptoms. How many of the early "symptoms" were just normal adjustment? How many of the later 
symptoms were the imposition of a trauma narrative onto other problems? 

Stevens, for one, is certain these screens are mistaking many going through normal adjustment as dangerously at risk of 
PTSD. Even he, though functioning fine at work and home and in society, scored positive in both surveys; he is, in other words, 
one of the 20 percent at risk. Finally, and weirdly, both screens missed about 75 percent of those who actually sought counseling 
a finding that raises further doubts about the evaluations' accuracy. Yet this study received prominent media coverage 
emphasizing that PTSD rates were probably being badly undercounted. 

A few months later another study the first to track large numbers of soldiers through the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
provided a clearer and more consistent picture. Led by U.S. Navy researcher Tyler Smith and published in the British Medical 
Journal, the study monitored mental health and combat exposure in 50,000 U.S. soldiers from 2001 to 2006. The researchers 
took particular care to tie symptoms to types of combat exposure. Among some 12,000 troops who went to Iraq or Afghanistan, 
4.3 percent developed diagnosis-level symptoms of PTSD. The rate ran about 8 percent in those with combat exposure and 2 
percent in those not exposed. 

These numbers are about a quarter of the rates Milliken found. But they are a close match to PTSD rates seen in British 
Iraq War vets and to rates McNally calculated for Vietnam veterans. The contrast to the Milliken study, along with the consistency 
with British rates and with McNally's NVVRS calculation, should have made the Smith study big news. Yet the media, the VA and 
the trauma psychology community almost completely ignored the study. "The silence," McNally wryly noted, "was deafening." 

This silence may be merely a matter of good news going unremarked. Yet it supports McNally's contention that we have a 
cultural obsession with trauma. The selective attention also supports the assertion by military historian and PTSD critic Ben 
Shephard that American society itself gained something from the creation of the PTSD diagnosis in the late 1970s: a vision of 
war's costs that, by transforming warriors into victims, lets us declare our recognition of war's horror and absolves us for sending 
them for we were victimized, too, fooled into supporting a war we later regretted. We should recognize war's horror. We should 
feel the soldier's pain. But to impose on a distressed soldier the notion that his memories are inescapable, that he lacks the 
strength to incorporate his past into his future, is to highlight our moral sensitivity at the soldier's expense. 

PTSD exists. Where it exists we must treat it. But our cultural obsession with PTSD has magnified and finally perhaps 
become the thing itself a prolonged failure to contextualize and accept our own collective aggression. It may be our own postwar 
neurosis. 
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Remains Of Five US Soldiers Killed In Iraq Arrive At Dover.  The CBS Evening News (4/13, story 8, 0:30, 

Couric) broadcast that the remains of five ñsoldiers from the 4th Infantry Division in Fort Carson, Colorado, were flownò Sunday 
ñnight to Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.ò   CBS, which showed footage of the arrival ceremony, noted that the soldiers ñwere 
killed Friday in a suicide truck bombing in Mosul, the deadliest single attack on US troops in Iraq in more than a year.ò 

Recognitions  (JE) 

Juneau (AK) Empire, April 13, 2009 
Douglas Schwarz, 39, a former Juneau resident and Air Force veteran from Greenacres, Fla., participated in the 23rd 

National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic held March 29 to April 3 in Snowmass Village. Schwarz is a combat veteran of 
the Gulf War, Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, and is among more than 350 U.S. Military veterans and active duty 
personnel from across the nation who gathereed in Snowmass Village to learn or improve upon their skills in winter sports. More 
than 65 active duty military personnel and veterans from operations in Iraq and Afghanistan are participating in the clinics this 
year. Many are sill recovering in military treatment facilities. Schwarz receives care at the VA medical facility in West Palm Beach, 
Fla. 

Military Vets Find Difficulty Paying For Health Care  (KGTV) 

KGTV-TV San Diego, CA, April 13, 2009 
SAN DIEGO -- It's another sign of the current state of the economy -- more and more military veterans are asking for help. 
Judy, a phone operator, is one of the first people military veterans talk to when they need help, and it seems like the phone 

is ringing more often at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in La Jolla. 
The staff at the VA hospital said more veterans are calling because they are finding it tougher to pay for health care 

because they either cannot afford it or they lost a job and their benefits. 
Richard Randolph of the VA Medical Center said, "Just talking to veterans everyday, it's rough out there." 
Hospital administrators said the vets are looking for a hardship waiver, which would allow them to qualify for extra medical 

coverage from the VA. 
Last year, only 42 waiver requests were made. 
However, in the first four months of 2009, the VA has already received more than 120 requests, and officials said there 

might be a lot more out there. 
"And a lot of them are embarrassed about it and they don't want people to know," said Linette Baker, chief health 

administrator at the VA Medical Center. "They're used to being the bread-winner and doing what they need to do for our country 
and for their families and now they're coming in and they have to admit they can't do it anymore." 

The VA said it could help but only after a vet comes to grips with the tough economy. 
"Don't be afraid to come and ask the basic question, 'Hey, what am I entitled to?'" said Randolph. 
Baker said these veterans are entitled to that care. 
"It is very heartbreaking to see that, especially because it's one of my own, to see that they're having these issues after 

serving their country and giving their all," said Baker. 

High Unemployment Stalks Returning Guard Members (INDYSTAR) 

By Will Higgins 
Indianapolis Star, April 14, 2009 
J.T. Hardman spent most of 2008 in a battle of wits with terrorists. He says he dodged nearly two dozen roadside bombs 

and "small-arms fire here and there" while protecting supply trucks as they traversed hot, dusty, windswept northern Iraq. 
Tough job. 
But at least it was a job. Four months -- and 300 job applications -- after returning home, the 23-year-old Indiana National 

Guard staff sergeant is unemployed. 
And out of money. And without his prized Ford truck with the custom "Lamborghini" doors, the kind that swing up. The 

truck, a remnant of Hardman's pre-deployment days as a $20-an-hour paper mill worker, has been sold. 
The mill has since closed, and Hardman, his wife and infant daughter have moved in with his in-laws in their three-bedroom 

Danville home. During the day, he stays home with the child; evenings, he cooks dinner for the others, who all have jobs. 
"It's not crowded, and everyone gets along really well," Hardman said. "But it kinda sucks." 
About 170,000 veterans who have served since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and returned to civilian life find themselves in 

similar straits: Their unemployment rate averaged 7.3 percent last year, compared with 5.8 percent for the overall population, 

http://media.bulletinnews.com/playclip.aspx?clipid=8cb8aa3c69a6e3c
http://juneauempire.com/stories/041209/nei_428495294.shtml
http://www.10news.com/news/19169716/detail.html
http://www.indystar.com/article/20090413/LOCAL/904130356
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according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The most recent unemployment numbers, for February, are gloomier still: 11.2 
percent, compared with 8.8 percent. 

National Guard soldiers, often called "citizen soldiers" because their primary jobs are civilian, are legally protected from 
being laid off as a result of absences caused by deployments. But they have no immunity from a tanking economy and are as 
vulnerable to layoffs and plant closings as anyone. 

Their woes might be particularly acute in Indiana. Late last year, just as the economic free fall accelerated, the Indiana 
Guard's 3,300-soldier 76th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, including Hardman, arrived home from Iraq. 

Most National Guard deployments involve far smaller numbers; the 76th's was the largest mass movement of Indiana 
troops since World War II. 

Roger Peterman, who heads the state Guard's Employer Support of Guard and Reserve office, estimates 400 to 500 
members of the 76th are out of work. That means unemployment for the returning brigade could be as high as 12 percent to 15 
percent. 

"We really haven't seen anything like this before," Peterman said. 
He is hopeful about a "Hire a Hero" job fair April 22 organized by the Veterans Administration. 
"There's 60 employers signed up," twice as many as at previous military-only job fairs, Peterman said. More than 3,000 job-

seeking veterans are expected. 
There is incentive to hire them. The economic stimulus bill includes a $2,400-per-person tax credit for employers that hire 

veterans. 
"My wife said they'll look closer at you since you're coming home from Iraq," Hardman said. "But me, I just feel like anyone 

else out of work and looking for a job." 
Even worse, Hardman said, he has sensed reluctance from several employers that he thought seemed wary of veterans' 

potential for mental strain. "It's like, 'You don't know what he's seen or been through,' " he said. "I'm sure that's in their minds." 
Peterman said he doesn't know of any employer discriminating against veterans. But he concedes several have contacted 

him wanting to know more about post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Hardman, who still wears his hair in the "high and tight" style of the soldier, continues to fill out job applications, mostly 

online, proudly recounting his service (five promotions in six years). 
Most recently, he was turned down for a job as a welder's assistant on a natural gas pipeline. It's just as well, Hardman 

said, because the job required travel. 
Michael Davis, 34, Bloomington, has worked sparingly since he returned from Iraq with the 76th, a construction worker in a 

time of precious little construction. The one-time machine gunner and divorced father of two moved in with his grandmother. 
He passes the time watching TV, playing video games and, lately, hunting mushrooms. 
Davis' next move: In May, when his Guard term expires, he'll join the regular Army. 
That, he said, "is the only real job security." 

Federal Agency Warns Of Radicals On Right (WT) 

By Audrey Hudson And Eli Lake 
Washington Times, April 14, 2009 
The Department of Homeland Security is warning law enforcement officials about a rise in "rightwing extremist activity," 

saying the economic recession, the election of America's first black president and the return of a few disgruntled war veterans 
could swell the ranks of white-power militias. 

A footnote attached to the report by the Homeland Security Office of Intelligence and Analysis defines "rightwing extremism 
in the United States" as including not just racist or hate groups, but also groups that reject federal authority in favor of state or 
local authority. 

"It may include groups and individuals that are dedicated to a single-issue, such as opposition to abortion or immigration," 
the warning says. 

The White House has distanced itself from the analysis. When asked for comment on its contents, White House 
spokesman Nick Shapiro said, "The President is focused not on politics but rather taking the steps necessary to protect all 
Americans from the threat of violence and terrorism regardless of its origins. He also believes those who serve represent the best 
of this country, and he will continue to ensure that our veterans receive the respect and benefits they have earned." 

The nine-page document was sent to police and sheriff's departments across the United States on April 7 under the 
headline, "Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization and Recruitment." 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/14/federal-agency-warns-of-radicals-on-right/
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It says the federal government "will be working with its state and local partners over the next several months" to gather 
information on "rightwing extremist activity in the United States." 

The joint federal-state activities will have "a particular emphasis" on the causes of "rightwing extremist radicalization." 
Homeland Security spokeswoman Sara Kuban said the report is one in an ongoing series of assessments by the 

department to "facilitate a greater understanding of the phenomenon of violent radicalization in the U.S." 
The report, which was first disclosed to the public by nationally syndicated radio host Roger Hedgecock, makes clear that 

the Homeland Security Department does not have "specific information that domestic rightwing terrorists are currently planning 
acts of violence."It warns that fringe organizations are gaining recruits, but it provides no numbers. 

The report says extremist groups have used President Obama as a recruiting tool. 
"Most statements by rightwing extremists have been rhetorical, expressing concerns about the election of the first African 

American president, but stopping short of calls for violent action," the report says. "In two instances in the run-up to the election, 
extremists appeared to be in the early planning stages of some threatening activity targeting the Democratic nominee, but law 
enforcement interceded." 

When asked about this passage, Secret Service spokesman Ed Donovan said, "We are concerned about anybody who will 
try to harm or plan to harm any one of our protectees. We don't have the luxury to focus on one particular group at the exclusion 
of others." 

Congressional debates about immigration and gun control also make extremist groups suspicious and give them a rallying 
cry, the report says. 

"It is unclear if either bill will be passed into law; nonetheless, a correlation may exist between the potential passage of gun 
control legislation and increased hoarding of ammunition, weapons stockpiling, and paramilitary training activities among 
rightwing extremists," the report said. 

The FBI was quoted Monday as saying that, since November, more than 7 million people have applied for criminal 
background checks in order to buy weapons. 

The Homeland Security report added: "Over the past five years, various rightwing extremists, including militias and white 
supremacists, have adopted the immigration issue as a call to action, rallying point, and recruiting tool." 

The report could signify a change in emphasis for Homeland Security under former Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano. A 
German magazine quoted Ms. Napolitano as rebranding "terrorism" as "man-made disasters." Since its inception in 2003, the 
department has focused primarily on radicalization of Muslims and the prospect of homegrown Islamist terrorism. 

Ms. Kuban said, however, that the department had published reports on left-wing radicalization as well, though she could 
not name one. 

"These types of reports are published all the time. There have actually been some done on the other end of the spectrum, 
left-wing," Ms. Kuban said. 

A similar headline was used in a report issued in January, Ms. Kuban said, although she could not provide the content of 
the headline. 

Ms. Kuban said she did not know how long the new report had been in the making. 
"The purpose of the report is to identify risk. This is nothing unusual," said Ms. Kuban, who added that the Homeland 

Security Department did this "to prevent another Tim McVeigh from ever happening again." 
The Homeland Security assessment specifically says that "rightwing extremists will attempt to recruit and radicalize 

returning veterans in order to exploit their skills and knowledge derived from military training and combat." 
Jerry Newberry, director of communications for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, said the vast majority of veterans are 

patriotic citizens who would not join anti-government militias. 
"As far as our military members go, I think that the military is a melting pot of society. So you might get a few, a fractional 

few, who are going to be attracted by militia groups and other right-wing extremists," he said. 
"We have to remember that the people serving in our military are volunteers, they do it because they love their country, and 

they believe in what our country stands for," he said. "They spent their time in the military defending our Constitution, so the vast 
majority of them would be repulsed by the hate groups discussed in this report." 

The Homeland Security report cited a 2008 FBI report that noted that a small number of returning military veterans from the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have joined extremist groups. 

The FBI report said that from October 2001 through May 2008 "a minuscule" number of veterans, 203 out of 23,000, had 
joined groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan Nations, the National Socialist Movement, the Creativity Movement, the National 
Alliance and some skinhead groups. 
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"Although the white supremacist movement is of concern to the FBI, our assessment shows that only a very small number 
of people with prior military experience may have an affiliation with supremacist groups," FBI spokesman Richard Kolko said 
Monday when asked about the FBI report. 

A 2006 report from the Southern Poverty Law Center, an organization that monitors white supremacists like the Klan, said 
that white-power groups had an interest in the kind of training the military provides. 

Mark Potok, director of the center's intelligence project, said the Homeland Security report "confirms that white 
supremacists are interested in the military. There is some concern, and there should be, about returning veterans, one need only 
think of the example of Timothy McVeigh, who was in the first Iraq war." 

Mr. Potok added that he was generally pleased with the report. 
"Basically, the report tracks fairly closely with what we have been saying for some time now. They mention us a couple of 

times, though not by name," he said. 

MENTAL HEALTH 

Mikulski Asks VA To Upgrade Cumberland Veterans Clinic (AP) 

Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
U.S. Sen. Barbara Mikulski has asked the Department of Veterans Affairs to upgrade mental health services at its 

outpatient clinic in Cumberland. 
The Maryland Democrat released a letter Monday that she sent to the director of the regional VA medical center in 

Martinsburg, W.Va., seeking action on complaints last week by a Vietnam veterans group in Cumberland. 
The vets are concerned about the VA's decision to stop contracting with a private clinic for mental-health care and add 

services at the local VA clinic. 
The letter made seven specific requests, including more VA counselors and a 24-hour hotline in Cumberland. 

HEALTH CARE (LOCAL) 

Stimulus Funds Go To Veteransõ Services, Kidsõ Health  (NMBIZ) 

New Mexico Business Weekly, April 14, 2009 
The state says more than $5 million will go to Veteransô Administration projects around New Mexico. The announcement, 

from Gov. Richardsonôs office, detailed several rounds of federal stimulus funds coming to the state. 
The Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center in Albuquerque will receive $4.8 million. Of that, $1.1 million will be spent on 

implementing conservation measures and systems at the facility and $500,000 will go for improving handicapped parking. 
Another $640,000 will be used to replace fuel storage tanks for the centerôs emergency generators. 

The Santa Fe National Cemetery will get $570,000 for road paving and curb replacement and $75,000 has bee allocated to 
repair cracks in the Columbaria structure at the site. 

The Ft. Bayard National Cemetery in Grant County will receive $16,000 for the purchase of equipment. 
New Mexico will receive almost $1.1 million from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for its immunization 

program. The state Department of Health also is to compete for additional immunization funds once the state gets more guidance 
on those funds from the federal government. 

The Department of Health plans to use the money to expand the number of children, adolescents and adults immunized, 
improve access and capabilities of the immunization registry and continue to education the public about vaccines. 

The Department plans to provide more immunization clinics in alternative sites, increase the number of schools that 
participate in flu vaccination clinics, assist rural providers in gaining better access to the immunization registry and conduct 
outreach education on vaccine safety. 

New Mexico will also receive $2.9 million from the U.S. Department of Education over the next two years to provide 
services to 800 more families in the Department of Healthôs Family, Infant and Toddler Program, or FIT. 

The funding will most likely generate about 30 development specialists and therapy jobs. 
The FIT Program provides comprehensive early intervention services, including developmental, speech, physical and 

occupational therapy, social work and nutrition to 11,000 children up to age three who are at risk for developmental delays and 
disabilities and to their families. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/health/bal-veterans-clinic0413,0,2853860.story
http://www.bizjournals.com/albuquerque/stories/2009/04/13/daily12.html
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The program has grown about 68 percent since 2003, primarily because of increased referrals from doctors conducting 
developmental screenings. More than one in 10 children younger than three in New Mexico receive services through FIT. 

The state health agency can begin spending the funds in July and it will work with the Public Education Department to 
possibly apply for additional stimulus funding to extend the program to children older than 3. FITôs budget for this fiscal year is 
$32 million in state and federal funds, private insurance and a federal grant. 

Renovations At Fresno's VA Hospital  (KFSN) 

By Nancy Osborne  
KFSN-TV Fresno, CA, April 13, 2009 
Fresno, CA (KFSN) -- Central Valley Veterans turn to the VA for their varied health care needs. We learned how a 12-

million dollar stimulus windfall coupled with 30 million dollars already in play will enhance the care they receive now. 
For decades this space was a cramped emergency department at Fresno's VA Hospital. It's rebirth in the 21st century got 

underway a month and half ago. 
Increasing number of younger vets brought larger budgets to VA health systems allowing for such upgrades. 
The new $12 million in stimulus dollars will be used a little differently it will fund upgrades of other areas of the older facility 

to replace old heating, ventilation and air-conditioning and to replace aging cooling towers and boilers. 
Budgeted items over the next two years will dramatically change this landscape. A new mental health building will rise here. 

Another will be for rehab and prosthetics all designed with the needs of today's vets in mind. 
The budgeted 30 million dollars over several years will yield: 
A New Outpatient Clinic in Oakhurst 
Double the size of Clinic in Atwater-Merced 
A New Mental Health Building 
Rehabilitation and Prosthetics Area 
A New 2-level Parking Structure 
Additional nurses at outlying clinics This will serve older veterans and those who are serving today. Fresno VA's newly 

remolded emergency department is expected to be open around the end of this year. They say it will be start of the art in 
emergency medicine. 

VA's Medical Foster Home Program Puts Veterans In Private Residences  (MCA) 

By Mary Powers 
Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal, April 14, 2009 
When a doctor delivered the news that frailty and increasingly complicated health problems meant living alone was no 

longer an option, the Bowlings were distraught. 
"I didn't want to go to a nursing home," explained Alicia Bowling, 88. 
Thanks to a new Memphis Veterans Medical Center program, she and her 90-year-old husband, Julian, didn't stay long. 
In January, the Bowlings moved from a Shelby County nursing home into a spare bedroom in the Bartlett home of Linda 

and Steve Hornaday. The VA's medical foster home program brought the two families together. 
Started about 10 years ago with a few families in Hot Springs, Ark., the program has expanded to 13 communities in nine 

states or territories where about 400 veterans now live in private homes, rather than nursing homes. Plans call for expanding the 
effort nationwide. 

The VA screens prospective homes, matches veterans and caregivers and coordinates health care through its home care 
program. Veterans pay caregivers. Room, board and other services cost between $1,200 and $2,400 per month. 

So far, dozens of Mid-South veterans have expressed interest in the program, but just two homes have been approved. 
Three more are under review. 

"This requires a leap of faith," said Dabney Collum, a social worker and Memphis program coordinator. 
"This is still a really foreign concept for people," she said. "But it is a wonderful dynamic alternative to nursing home care." 
Unlike state-licensed care homes, the VA program requires care be provided in the caregiver's own home. Homes are 

limited to a maximum of three paying residents. Collum makes announced and unannounced visits. The VA Home Based 
Primary Care program staff are in and out of the house regularly, sometimes several times each week. 

"We really do hope they will receive the same level of care they would in a nursing home, but we also really want them to 
become part of the caregiver's family," Collum said. "We want this to be a long-term arrangement." 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/health/health_watch&id=6754179
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2009/apr/14/like-family/
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Seated on a couch in the large family room off the Hornadays' kitchen, Alicia Bowling said she was "scared to death" about 
moving into a stranger's home, but her husband was sold from the beginning. She was persuaded to give it a try after a nephew 
visited the Hornadays. The Bowlings also visited before they moved in. 

"They treat us like family," said Alicia Bowling. 
She helped plant flowers in the yard, likes to watch TV with the family basset hound's head resting on her lap, and called 

the Hornadays' 9-year-old son and 7-year-old grandson "dolls." The entire household usually sits down to one meal together 
every day. 

The Hornadays recently helped Julian, a World War II veteran and Bataan death march survivor, celebrate his 90th 
birthday. Until he retired in the 1970s, he raised cattle and operated Bowling Grocery and Feed in Germantown. 

The Hornadays are home care veterans. 
They started in 1997 when Alzheimer's disease meant Steve Hornaday's mother could no longer live alone. 
"From the beginning, I knew this was what I needed to be doing," Linda Hornaday said. 
They eventually transformed their ranch home into a state-licensed care home, although they later withdrew from the 

program. They also care for older individuals in a home across the street. 
In 12 years, they have provided a home to about 30 people. 
"There are a few qualities you have to have," Linda Hornaday said. "You have to be willing to share your life and share your 

home. You gotta care. You have to be patient. You can't just do this for the money." 

Valley Vet Gets Care Closer To Home Under New Program (KGBT) 

By Mary Avila  
KGBT-TV Harlingen, TX, April 13, 2009 
Vietnam Vet Fred Hernandez has traveled from the Rio Grande Valley to San Antonio to receive medical care for years. 
But under a new program for veterans, heôs getting medical care a lot closer to home. 
"The doctor told me I was the first veteran to go under this new program contract they have with the local hospitals,ò 

Hernandez said. 
Several Valley hospitals signed a contract with the Veterans Administration in March. 
Under the new contract, veterans like Hernandez will have local access to acute surgical care and even mental healthcare 

eliminating trips to San Antonio. 
Hernandez said heôs 90 percent blind and that the contract is a big victory for him and other Valley veterans with special 

needs. 
"Iôm developing Parkinsonôs disease, I got hypertension, Iôm a diabetic," Hernandez said. 
Local hospitals have had 30 to 45 days to train employees on veteran related services, 
Although Hernandez will miss the road trips, he says it feels safer because in case of an emergency its just a short drive to 

Harlingen or McAllen. 
U.S. Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz told Action 4 News that he wonôt stop there. 
Ortiz said heôs working to secure funding to build a full veterans hospital in the South Texas. 

VA NEWS 

Times' VA Series Wins SPJ Award (WT) 

By Jennifer Harper 
Washington Times, April 14, 2009 
The Washington Times has won the Society of Professional Journalists' Sigma Delta Chi Award for public service, one of 

investigative journalism's highest honors, for its series entitled "Disposable Heroes" that disclosed the unethical treatment of war 
veterans during a Veterans Affairs medical experiment. 

The newspaper's 10-part series, led by reporter Audrey Hudson, began in June. It prompted letters of outrage from then-
presidential candidate Barack Obama and members of Congress, resulted in full-scale investigations by Congress and the Bush 
administration and hearings before the House Veterans Affairs committee, and ultimately produced an apology and sweeping 
changes inside the VA medical system. 

http://www.valleycentral.com/news/news_story.aspx?id=286063
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/13/times-disposable-heroes-wins-spj-award/
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The reporting included a gripping account of the plight of returning Iraq War veteran James Elliott, a post-traumatic stress 
disorder patient who engaged in a near lethal confrontation with police after suffering a psychotic episode. At the time, he had 
been treated by the VA with an anti-smoking drug known to cause such side effects. 

View "Disposable Heroes" here 
The series exposed significant ethical lapses inside the VA's medical experiments involving informed consent of patients, 

monitoring of serious side-effects and other important safeguards. The agency also is investigating whether employees should be 
punished for the lapses. 

"We are extremely honored by SPJ's recognition of this project and believe it is a great reminder that original newspaper 
reporting remains an important staple of American life even in tough economic times," said John Solomon, executive editor of 
The Times. 

"We also know the biggest prize of all comes in knowing that that our war heroes and veterans enrolled in future medical 
experiments at the VA will face much better safeguards than those in place when Mr. Elliott suffered his unfortunate incident." 

The annual award, specifically among newspapers with a circulation of less than 100,000, is based on stringent criteria, 
including "evidence of courage and initiative in overcoming opposition" along with tangible results, according to the SPJ. This 
year, the award drew 900 entries in 53 categories. 

"The Washington Times made a significant investment to take a watchdog role and ensure the government takes care of 
these brave men and women who are worthy of our deepest gratitude and highest respect," Mrs. Hudson said. 

"I am humbled and honored to be a part of this team investigation that has been recognized by the Society of Professional 
Journalists," Mrs. Hudson said. "We are committed to standing up in our reporting for those who have no voice, which is the 
highest value of journalism, and a tradition at our paper." 

To expand the reach and impact of the project, The Times collaborated with ABC News and investigative correspondent 
Brian Ross to create a companion piece on "Good Morning America," which aired on the same morning that the original 
investigative expose was published in the newspaper. 

The Times also created original video and Web packages that made the information known to millions of viewers on the the 
Times newly redesigned Web site. 

"This project was really groundbreaking inside our newsroom because it was our first effort at four-dimensional, interactive 
journalism -- creating elements for print, TV, radio and the Web to reach the widest possible audience, " Mr. Solomon said. "We 
very much appreciate Brian's great work in ensuring the great audiences who watch ABC also were told this important story." 

The SPJ judges recognized Mrs. Hudson's dogged reporting effort over several months as she recounted Mr. Elliott's tragic 
experience, interviewed VA doctors, patients and administrators and forced into the public scrutiny internal VA documents that 
verified the lapses. 

Mrs. Hudson also coordinated supporting information for the story from a half-dozen Times' reporters. 
Photographer Rod Lamkey shot a photo expose of Mr. Elliott that poignantly captured the despair of an Iraq war veteran 

who was let down by the agency that was supposed to treat his illness and who in his ownwords declared he felt like a 
"disposable hero." 

Christian Fuchs, the Times' first multimedia editor, shot extensive video that brought readers inside the near fatal 
confrontation between Mr. Elliott and law enforcement officers during his psychotic episode and the struggles the veteran 
experienced in the days of his recovery. 

In addition, multimedia editor Alex Wilson created an elaborate Flash interactive feature for the Times Web site that tied the 
entire project together for Web users and updated them on developments of the story over eight months. 

The award will be presented to The Washington Times in August at Society's annual meeting in Indianapolis. 

Times Earns Public Service Award For VA Investigation (WT) 

By Jennifer Harper 
Washington Times, April 14, 2009 
The Washington Times was named Monday as a winner of the Society of Professional Journalists' Sigma Delta Chi Award 

for public service, one of investigative journalism's highest honors, for its series titled "Disposable Heroes" that disclosed the 
unethical treatment of veterans during a Veterans Affairs medical experiment. 

The newspaper's 10-part series, led by reporter Audrey Hudson, began in June. It prompted letters of outrage from 
presidential candidate Barack Obama and members of Congress, resulted in full-scale investigations by Congress and the Bush 
administration and hearings before the House Veterans' Affairs Committee. It ultimately produced an apology and sweeping 
changes inside the VA medical system. 

http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/14/times-earns-public-service-award-for-va-investigat/
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The reporting included a gripping account of the plight of returning Iraq war veteran James Elliott, a post-traumatic stress 
disorder patient who engaged in a near-lethal confrontation with police after suffering a psychotic episode. At the time, he had 
been treated by the VA with a smoking-cessation drug known to cause such side effects. 

The series exposed significant ethical lapses inside the VA's medical experiments involving informed consent of patients, 
monitoring of serious side effects and other important safeguards. The agency also is investigating whether some of its 
employees should be punished for the lapses. 

"We are extremely honored by SPJ's recognition of this project and believe it is a great reminder that original newspaper 
reporting remains an important staple of American life even in tough economic times," said John Solomon, executive editor of 
The Times. 

"We also know the biggest prize of all comes in knowing that our war heroes and veterans enrolled in future medical 
experiments at the VA will face much better safeguards than those in place when Mr. Elliott suffered his unfortunate incident." 

The Times won the annual award among newspapers with a circulation of less than 100,000; a similar award for 
newspapers with circulations over 100,000 went to the staff of the Columbus Dispatch. The awards are based on stringent 
criteria, including "evidence of courage and initiative in overcoming opposition" along with tangible results, according to SPJ. This 
year, 900 entries in 53 categories were submitted. 

"The Washington Times made a significant investment to take a watchdog role and ensure the government takes care of 
these brave men and women who are worthy of our deepest gratitude and highest respect," Mrs. Hudson said. 

"I am humbled and honored to be a part of this team investigation that has been recognized by the Society of Professional 
Journalists," Mrs. Hudson said. "We are committed to standing up in our reporting for those who have no voice, which is the 
highest value of journalism, and a tradition at our paper." 

The award won plaudits Monday from the House member who oversees the Veterans Affairs Department. 
"We cannot do our oversight job without the kind of investigative journalism exemplified by Audrey Hudson's reporting," said 

Rep. Bob Filner, California Democrat and chairman of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee. "Many Americans assume that 
our country is taking adequate care of our veterans - but we're not, and we depend on the media to expose the truth and build 
support for change." 

To expand the reach and impact of the project, The Times collaborated with ABC News and investigative correspondent 
Brian Ross to create a companion piece on "Good Morning America," which aired on the same morning that the original 
investigative expose was published in the newspaper. 

"Audrey took a tough subject and through dogged reporting and time-consuming field work revealed the shameful 
treatment of fellow citizens who served their country and deserved a lot better. It was an honor for me and ABC News to be able 
to work with her on one aspect of the series," Mr. Ross said. "Audrey's work served as an important wake-up call for [Veterans 
Affairs] and future generations of veterans will benefit from her reporting." 

The Times also created original video and Web packages that made the information known to millions of viewers on The 
Times' newly redesigned Web site. 

"This project was really groundbreaking inside our newsroom because it was our first effort at four-dimensional, interactive 
journalism - creating elements for print, TV, radio and the Web to reach the widest possible audience," Mr. Solomon said. "We 
very much appreciate Brian's great work in ensuring the great audiences who watch ABC also were told this important story." 

The SPJ judges recognized Mrs. Hudson's reporting efforts over several months as she recounted Mr. Elliott's tragic 
experience, interviewed VA doctors, patients and administrators and forced into the public scrutiny internal VA documents that 
verified the lapses. 

Mrs. Hudson also coordinated supporting information for the story from a half-dozen reporters at The Times. 
Photographer Rod Lamkey Jr. shot a photo expose of Mr. Elliott that poignantly captured the despair of an Iraq war veteran 

who was let down by the agency that was supposed to treat his illness and who in his own words declared that he felt like a 
"disposable hero." 

Christian Fuchs, The Times' first multimedia editor, shot extensive video that brought readers inside the near fatal 
confrontation between Mr. Elliott and law enforcement officers during his psychotic episode and the struggles Mr. Elliott 
experienced in the days of his recovery. 

In addition, multimedia editor Alex Wilson created an elaborate Flash interactive feature for The Times' Web site that tied 
together the entire project for Web users and reported developments over eight months. 

The award will be presented to The Times and other winners in August at the society's annual meeting in Indianapolis. 

Housing Program Gives Hope To Veterans (BSUN) 
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By Mary Gail Hare 
Baltimore (MD) Sun, April 14, 2009 
Keith Church left the Navy in 1974 after a two-year stint, worked for years as a maintenance mechanic and never 

considered asking for veterans benefits. 
But in December, Church, 54, was jobless, coping with health problems and on the brink of homelessness - "couch surfing" 

with friends, he says - when he turned to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for help. Within a few months, he moved into 
an apartment, thanks to a VA program that started in Maryland this year to help homeless veterans. 

"I don't know how I would make it without the VA," he said. "I was at the bottom, health-wise and mentally. They are my 
only source now for everything. Slowly but surely, I am getting back on my feet." He is working with a VA case manager and is 
volunteering most weekdays at the VA hospital in Baltimore. 

The Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing program uses vouchers to help homeless veterans move into rental units. 
"The whole idea is to take these veterans from poverty and homelessness and give them the health and support they 

need," said Patricia Lane, the VA's coordinator for health care for homeless veterans in Maryland. "These housing vouchers are 
the blessing at the end of a long-walked road for these vets." 

The VA hospitals in Baltimore and at Perry Point in Cecil County serve as the gateway to the assistance program and 
screen veterans to determine their eligibility. "This program is so well-received that landlords are actually calling and asking me 
for VASH folks," said David Mahaney, director of housing and community development for Cecil County. 

Baltimore County is overseeing 105 vouchers worth about $750,000 annually, and Cecil County has 70 vouchers worth 
about $470,000, officials said. 

Lois Cramer, administrator at Baltimore County's housing office, said she has assigned more than 80 vouchers and 
expects to use all 105 by summer's end. Cecil has issued more than 50, Mahaney said. 

"Often, these men and women are just out of sync and need the stability of home and ongoing case management," Cramer 
said. 

Typically, the veteran pays 30 percent of their income for rent, with the voucher picking up the remainder. The program has 
helped a 31-year-old single mother with a $7-an-hour job and $117 in monthly veterans benefits who has just leased an 
apartment, and a 25-year-old married father of two coping with a disability. He moved his family into a Sparrows Point home 
within 60 days of applying for a voucher. He pays $318 of the $1,048 monthly rent, with the voucher picking up the difference. 

"The tenants usually choose a location close to employment, transportation and health care," Cramer said. 
Census data shows that 71,627 veterans live in Baltimore County, with about 3.6 percent of them living below the poverty 

line. Nationwide, veterans make up a third of the homeless population, according to the VA. 
"These vets don't want a handout, but they need help," Cramer said. 
The need will continue, particularly as veterans return from Iraq and Afghanistan, officials said. 
"The things we saw overseas come back and bother us later in life, especially the Vietnam vets," said Church, the Navy 

veteran. "When they start coming back from this war, look out." 
The voucher program streamlines what can be a complicated housing process, said Meg Ferguson, who coordinates 

veterans affairs in Baltimore County. "Veterans are proud, and it's difficult getting them to accept help," she said. "The good news 
is that a lot will work their way out of a crisis, turn in the voucher and transition into another program. Then the voucher can go to 
another in crisis." 

Korean War Casualty From Ky. Is Finally Buried (AP) 

Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
LEXINGTON, Ky. ï A young soldier who went missing in action nearly 60 years ago in the Korean War has been laid to 

rest in his native Kentucky after the military identified his remains. 
Attended by relatives he never knew, Army Cpl. Lloyd Dale Stidham was buried Monday with military honors at Camp 

Nelson National Cemetery. His funeral service was held earlier that day in Lexington. 
A half brother, Donald Stidham, said the Army was able to confirm that Lloyd and the soldiers found with him were 

executed by Chinese troops after they had surrendered. 
"We've waited almost 60 years; it's been tough," said Ronnie Stidham, 61, of Georgetown, the second of Lloyd Stidham's 

half brothers. 
Donald Stidham says the missing soldier's father and stepmother died without learning what happened to their son, who 

was 18 when he vanished. They died in 1999, about one year before the remains that turned out to be Lloyd Stidham's were 
found in North Korea. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/baltimore_county/bal-md.co.vets13apr13,0,4262497.story
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090413/ap_on_re_us/korean_war_soldier_ky;_ylt=At.3970F9_qm2f16dyDSQvFvzwcF
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He had joined the U.S. Army about 1948, adding two years to his age to fool recruiters. 
"Times were hard, and the Army was a way to get out of eastern Kentucky," Donald Stidham said. "So he lied about his 

age." 
He went missing in action after his outfit was overrun by a large Communist Chinese force on Nov. 25, 1950. 
The Pentagon confirmed April 3 that it had identified Stidham's remains and those of three other American soldiers. 

Stidham's remains arrived in Lexington by plane Saturday night. 
A team from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command ð the federal agency that searches for U.S. soldiers missing in 

action ð found the remains. Stidham's were identified through DNA. 
The soldiers whose remains were found with Stidham were identified as Cpl. Samuel Harris Jr., of Rogersville, Tenn., Cpl. 

Robert Schoening of Blaine, Wash.; and a third man whose name has not yet been released. The Pentagon previously had 
identified a fifth soldier whose remains were found with the group as 1st Lt. Dixie Parker. 

After 58 Years, Kentucky Soldier's Remains Return Home From Korea (LEXHL) 

By Jim Warren 
Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader, April 13, 2009 
Donald Stidham doesn't know a lot about his half-brother, Lloyd Stidham, who went missing in action during the Korean 

War in November 1950, the year before Donald was born. 
Donald, who lives in Stamping Ground, has a few pictures of Lloyd and remembers some stories their parents used to tell. 

But details are few. 
All Donald knows for sure is that his half-brother's remains are finally coming home, and that's what really matters. 
"It's what Mom and Dad wanted for many, many years," Donald, 57, says with a catch in his voice. "But both of them died 

without ever knowing what really happened to Lloyd." 
The Pentagon officially confirmed on April 3 that the remains of Army Cpl. Lloyd Dale Stidham, a Breathitt County native, 

had been found in a North Korean grave and identified. The remains of three other American soldiers were found with him. 
Lloyd Stidham's remains, which were identified through DNA testing, arrived in Lexington by plane Saturday night. 
Funeral services for the soldier, who was 18 when he died, will be held at 1 p.m. Monday at Kerr Brothers Funeral Home 

on Harrodsburg Road. Burial with full military honors will follow at Camp Nelson National Cemetery, where Lloyd's Stidham's 
three half-brothers, various nieces and other family members will finally get to say goodbye to a loved one who has been missing 
so long that they barely remember him. 

"I think it will be pretty emotional for all of us," Donald Stidham said. 
Hundreds of other Kentucky families are still waiting for their lost loved ones to come home from distant wars. 
About 1,250 Kentuckians are missing in action from World War II, according to the state Department of Veterans Affairs. An 

additional 203 Kentuckians were missing from the Korean War ð but that number has been reduced by one, now that Lloyd 
Stidham has been found. 

"We've waited almost 60 years; it's been tough," said Ronnie Stidham, 61, of Georgetown, another of Lloyd's half-brothers. 
Lloyd Stidham was born Jan. 25, 1932, to Andrew and Emma Noble Stidham, who lived at Saldee, in Breathitt County. His 

parents later divorced, and when Lloyd was about 6 his father married Alpha Cornett, who raised Lloyd "like one of her own," the 
family said. 

"He was a good child, I've heard Momma say that," Donald Stidham said. "But he had a hard life." 
Lloyd joined the U.S. Army about 1948, tacking two years onto his age to fool recruiters. 
"Times were hard, and the Army was a way to get out of Eastern Kentucky," Donald said. "So he lied about his age." 
Little is known of Lloyd Stidham's early army career. But his outfit, Company C, 65th Combat Engineer Battalion, 25th 

Infantry Division, arrived in Korea about a month after the war began in June 1950. That fall, after joining U.S. forces that were 
pushing into North Korea, the unit occupied a position called Hill 22, near the Camel's Head Bend of the Kuryong River. 

There, on Nov. 25, 1950, the outfit was overrun by a large Communist Chinese force. 
Back home, the Stidham family received word that Lloyd was missing, but could only wait, wonder and pray for word about 

his ultimate fate. That word never came. 
Lloyd's father and stepmother moved in 1952 to Lee County, where they kept his picture on their living room wall. It stayed 

there until they died within weeks of each other in 1999. 
Only about a year later, a team from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command ð the federal agency that searches for 

U.S. soldiers missing in action ð found and recovered remains in the Kuryong River area of North Korea that were thought to be 
those of American soldiers. 

http://www.kentucky.com/211/story/758024.html
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Stidham family members, who had all but given up hope of ever learning anything about Lloyd, suddenly started getting 
requests from the Army for DNA samples that could be used to determine if any of the remains belonged to Lloyd. Testing, 
however, requires mitochondrial DNA passed through the mother's side of a family, which meant that none of Lloyd's half-
brothers could donate samples. 

Eventually, however, a distant cousin on Lloyd's mother's side of the family stepped forward to provide a sample. 
"It was his momma's mother's sister's child that gave it, and we've never met that girl," Donald Stidham said. "We don't 

know where she lives, but apparently she's somewhere in the Cincinnati-Dayton area." 
After conducting tests using that genetic sample, Army authorities were finally able to tell the family a few weeks ago that 

Lloyd Stidham's remains had been found. 
"We're very thankful," Donald Stidham said. "The Defense Department has worked awfully hard to bring closure for our 

family and many others like us. You have to give them a lot of respect." 
Donald Stidham said the Army also was able to confirm that Lloyd and the soldiers found with him were executed by 

Chinese troops after they had surrendered. It also appears that the remains were moved at least twice over the years, he said. 
The soldiers whose remains were found with Lloyd were identified as Cpl. Samuel Harris Jr., of Rogersville, Tenn., Cpl. 

Robert Schoening of Blaine, Wash.; and a third man whose name has not yet been released. The Pentagon previously had 
identified a fifth soldier whose remains were found with the group as 1st Lt. Dixie Parker. 

According to Donald Stidham, the remains of all five men were found in the same foxhole. Some of the remains were so 
intermingled it was not possible to identify them individually, he said. 

According to the Pentagon, those undifferentiated remains will be buried with military honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery later this spring. 

"They've asked us to attend, and if the Lord is willing I will be there with my family," Donald Stidham said. 
For now, the family is focusing on Monday's services. 
"It's not for us; we want the glorification to be for Lloyd," Donald said. "He was just a kid, trying to better himself, who went 

into the Army and got killed. 
"We have our freedom today because Lloyd and people like him sacrificed their lives for us." 

STATE VA NEWS 

I-Team:  Investigation Expands Into Couple's Headstone Patio  (KLAS) 

KLAS-TV Las Vegas, NV, April 13, 2009 
The Attorney General's Office is now investigating two state employees for taking home 77 gravestones from the Southern 

Nevada Veterans Cemetery. 
Those employees admitted they turned the stones into a patio. 
The internal investigation by the Veterans Department now has some powerful company trying to decide if taking the 

stones is considered a crime. But now, Tami and Kevin Jenicke are taking the stones back where they belong. 
The view from above their house said it all last Wednesday. Seventy seven gravestones, memorials of the heroes who 

gave so much, now turned into a patio. 
The people behind the patio are Tami and Kevin Jenicke. She is spokesperson for the state veterans home. He actually 

works at the cemetery. The Jenickes took home stones meant for destruction. Normally spouses can be buried together and that 
requires replacing the current headstone. 

Those old headstones ended up in the Jenickes back yard. Now, with the plan exposed, the Jenickes had to pull the stones 
up. They blocked a view of any possible inscriptions set out to return them. 

"We have to step back and say, óHow have we failed?'" said Carole Turner with the Nevada Office of Veterans Services. 
Turner is the regional boss for the Veterans Department. She says the patio is a mistake that never should have happened, 

"Our veterans deserve a respectful, peaceful final resting place." 
Turner says the actions of the Jenicke's should not reflect on her entire agency and says this was an isolated case, "This 

does not define who we are. We're much better than this." 
Yet back at the cemetery, there's new proof the Jenicke's still have supporters. While returning a load of stones, Kevin 

Jenicke hid from Eyewitness News cameras at every opportunity, even driving away at one point with the tailgate still down. 
Later, from a different angle, Jenicke motions for a co-worker to move a state truck in an effort to block the camera's view, 

not once, but twice. Jenicke eventually finishes the drop off and heads out, knowing the investigation has expanded. 

http://www.lasvegasnow.com/Global/story.asp?S=10176057
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Tuner's internal inquiry promises results, "At the conclusion of our investigation, we will, as appropriate, take sanctions 
against the Jenicke's and whomever, quite frankly." 

The state has no policy on how the old stones should be destroyed, but the federal government does. The stones should 
be ground down and broken apart so they cannot be recognized -- the most honorable option available -- they say. 

While the agencies continue their investigations and possible sanctions, the Veterans Department is still finalizing state 
rules to keep this from happening again. 

Patriotic Music Now Sets Tone At Veterans Cemetery  (ENE) 

By Bob White  
Elizabethtown (KY) News Enterprise, April 14, 2009 
FORT KNOX ï A new addition to Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central will literally set the tone for visitors of the place 

where nearly 800 vets and their families rest. 
During a brief ceremony held Friday afternoon despite a thunderous threat of serious weather, veterans, dignitaries and 

families of those whoôve served dedicated a 40-foot bell tower at the cemetery. 
The patriotic music-playing tower is the second to be installed at Kentucky veteransô cemeteries, with the first dedicated last 

year at Kentucky Veterans Cemetery West in Hopkinsville, near Fort Campbell. 
Plans are in the works to soon bring a third carillon bell tower to Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North, at Williamstown, 

according to Jeff Acob, manager of the three Kentucky veteransô cemeteries. 
A carillon bell was chosen for placement at the cemetery by AMVETS of Kentucky and the Kentucky Veterans Program 

Trust, two groups having paid for the tower. 
ñAMVETS do carillon bells throughout the nation,ò Acob said. 
The three olive drab-colored bells on the tower are for aesthetics, with the music emanating from a digital player atop the 

tower. 
The tower is among the most recent item dedicated at Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central. Statues and other markers 

have been dedicated in the past by other veterans groups aiming to remember those who have fought and died for interests of 
the United States. Visitors to the sites are welcome. The cemetery is located just off Fort Knox along U.S. 31W north of Radcliff. 

A fourth cemetery is being planned for a site in Greenup County, Acob said. That cemetery, once dedicated, will be known 
as Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Northeast. 

CONGRESSIONAL VA NEWS 

Bill Would Bring National Veterans Cemetery To Sarpy  (BELLLEAD) 

By Jason Glenn  
Bellevue (NE) Leader, April 13, 2009 
A bill introduced by Nebraska Sens. Ben Nelson and Mike Johanns last week would supercede Department of Veterans 

Affairs policy and bring a national veteranôs cemetery to Sarpy County. 
ñOur bill will establish a new national cemetery in Sarpy County and ensure that the 172,000 veterans in this region will get 

the recognition they deserve and the honor of a final resting place in a national veteranôs cemetery,ò Nelson said in a press 
release. 

The number Nelson cited, 172,000, is significant because it comes from a Metropolitan Area Planning Agency study on 
eligible veterans living within the VAôs 75-mile threshold distance necessary for establishing a national cemetery. 

Current VA regulations require at least 170,000 veterans within that 75-mile radius, but a VA estimate identifies only 
133,000 eligible veterans within that distance from Omaha. 

Despite eastern Nebraska being second on a list of areas most in need of a national cemetery, the VAôs population 
estimate has stalled any potential developments. Still, a 2008 VA study recommended lowering the threshold to 110,000 eligible 
veterans, which would assure the Omaha metro areaôs inclusion. 

However, if Nelson and Johannsô bill, which directs the secretary of the VA to establish a cemetery in eastern Nebraska, 
goes through, it would be a moot point. 

Steve Johnson, president of Memorial Ridge of the Midlands Foundation, said the announcement of the bill was terrific 
news. 

http://www.thenewsenterprise.com/cgi-bin/c2.cgi?053+article+News.Local+20090411111706053003
http://omahanewsstand.com/articles/2009/04/13/bellevue_leader/news/doc49db685baa45c227913880.txt
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ñWe now have united the entire Nebraska delegation,ò Johnson said, indicating that all Nebraska senators and 
congressman as well as Iowa Congressman Steve King support the establishment of a cemetery in Sarpy County. 

Memorial Ridge was established six years ago with the expressed purpose of bringing a national cemetery to the area and 
privately funding memorials of national significance. 

Johnson said the cemetery was long overdue, especially with congress declaring in 2002 that the choice of being buried in 
a national cemetery should be available to at least 90 percent of the eligible veterans in the country. 

ñItôs zero percent, itôs not 90,ò Johnson said. ñOne hundred percent of the veterans in our area are not served by a national 
cemetery.ò 

A location previously discussed for the new cemetery is near 25th Street and Gilmore Road in Bellevue, but Johnson said 
he couldnôt comment on where the future site might be. If the cemetery is approved for Sarpy County, Johnson said, the site will 
be selected by the VA. 

Heôs just hoping it happens soon. In 2007, Congressmen Lee Terry of Nebraska and Jeff Fortenberry of Iowa introduced 
legislation for the cemetery. 

ñWeôre urging passage of legislation to authorize this cemetery by Memorial Day of 2009,ò he said. ñThe group has been at 
this for six years, itôs time to get it done.ò 

EDITORIAL ROUNDUP 

Electronic Records System Will Ease Care For Vets (NSDY) 

Long Island Newsday, April 14, 2009 
The transition from warrior to veteran is tough enough without the maze of starting care at VA hospitals. One major 

obstacle is that the Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs don't share a medical-records system. Last 
week, President Barack Obama took a big step toward untangling that complexity. 

Before an audience including veterans and the heads of the two departments, Obama pledged to create a seamless 
electronic system "that will contain their administrative and medical information - from the day they first enlist to the day that they 
are laid to rest." 

Once the departments accomplish that mission, it will free veterans from the burden of acting as records messengers 
between two huge bureaucracies. It won't eliminate the backlog of disability claims, but it's a good first step. 

The president said his budget proposes the largest single-year increase for veterans in decades, and he supported 
legislation to fund the VA a year in advance, to eliminate the dislocation of late budgets. These actions will go a long way toward 
honoring the nation's debt to its veterans. 

Electronic Health Records:  Other Perspectives (NYT) 

New York Times, April 14, 2009 
To the Editor: 
As a practicing emergency physician who has recently worked with both paper and electronic records, Iôd like to point out 

that electronic records are not automatically advantageous. 
Based on my experience, I believe that the various proprietary electronic records systems now available are too expensive 

and focus on reimbursement and other bean-counting endeavors to the detriment of patient care considerations. 
Americans should demand that the Obama administration and Congress force hospitals and other health care providers to 

use one nationwide electronic records system, for example, the one used by the Veterans Health Administration, or adequately 
explain why such a proposition would not work. 

We need one single, free system for all health care providers, with a watchdog group to make improvements and oversee 
privacy and other concerns. This would be both relatively inexpensive and a unifying start to healing our fractured health care 
delivery system. 

Douglas Migden 
Seattle 

Veterans Deserve Better From VA  (CLC) 

Clarksville (TN) Leaf Chronicle, April 14, 2009 
What's been going on regarding safety procedures at Veterans Affairs Department medical facilities in Tennessee, Georgia 

and Florida? 

http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/ny-vpvets1412641290apr13,0,7326215.story
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/opinion/lweb14health.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=+%22Veterans+Health+Administration%22&st=nyt
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/article/20090413/OPINION01/904130305
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A failure to properly maintain hospital equipment has led veterans to be exposed to HIV and other potentially fatal diseases. 
The VA, in fact, has warned more than 10,000 veterans to get blood tests. 

VA sites in the three states cleaned but failed to properly sterilize equipment between patient treatments. In Tennessee, at 
Murfreesboro's Alvin C. York VA hospital, the VA blamed most of the problems on unclear or incomplete instructions from the 
colonoscopy scope's manufacturer, Olympus American Inc. That company said in a statement that it is helping the VA address 
problems with "inadvertently neglecting to appropriately reprocess a specific auxiliary water tube." 

Americans should be outraged that our veterans were put at such risk. Excuses will not restore the health that may have 
been compromised. 

This month, the VA announced it was investigating whether there was a link between a patient's positive HIV test and 
unsterilized equipment while getting the colonoscopy. It previously had reported that hepatitis was found in 16 patients but was 
not able to draw any conclusions as to whether or not the illnesses were caused by treatment they received at the facilities. 

An attorney representing some of the patients from Murfreesboro said one client, who had esophageal cancer, died from a 
"massive infection" not long after receiving a colonoscopy at the VA hospital. 

The VA has established a 24-hour toll-free hot line for patients and their families at 877-575-7256. They are urged to call 
with any questions. 

Meanwhile, as patients are tested and await their results, the federal government needs to conduct a thorough review and 
hold responsible anyone who was negligent in the chain of events that led to the equipment not being properly sterilized. It also 
should recheck all of its other facilities to ensure that nothing similar is happening elsewhere. And, it should put better safeguards 
in place for the future. 

Patients obviously go to the hospital for preventative care or to improve their health, not to be infected with diseases that 
might kill them. The fact that the negligence happened with our veterans ð who honorably served their country and were 
promised excellent medical care ð makes it that much worse. 

VA Care Is Outstanding  (BDN) 

Batavia (NY) Daily News, April 14, 2009 
Editor: 
My beloved father, John Paul Golaszewski, died Jan. 15, 2009, at the VA Medical Center, Batavia, Ward B, Maple Lodge. 

He was a World War II veteran, Airborne, who participated in the Battle of the Bulge. He was almost 93 years old and had been a 
patient at this hospital for nearly two years. 

During this time, I was able to experience first hand the excellent care and sincere concern for my father. He had a very 
small room near the nursing station, and we were allowed to decorate a bit, with pictures, flowers, etc., and his Bose radio, which 
he enjoyed playing loudly (being hard of hearing), especially his "rock and roll" music. He called his room his "shack" and the 
nursing staff, his "family," and also told me he had "the best room in the house!" Although basically a reserved person who loved 
to read, he also enjoyed the many activities, especially the picnics with music outdoors, and loved being outside at the beautiful 
VA campus to view the trees. 

I never worried when I left him, for I knew he was well-cared for with loving kindness. The staff, I feel, are truly concerned 
about not only the physical well-being of the patients, but their emotional and spiritual needs as well. 

I want to thank everyone involved in my father's care, especially Dr. Gwendlyn Cole-Hoover, nurses, aides, recreation and 
volunteer staff. Also the outstanding outpatient clinic staff, especially social worker Kathleen Ryan, who counseled me along the 
way, and also the custodial staff who were always so friendly. 

We are truly blessed to have such an excellent veterans facility in our community! Again, thank you all! 
Margaret Haegele and family 
Batavia 

Unhealthy Weather  (FWNS) 

By Jennifer Boen  
Fort Wayne (IN) News-Sentinel, April 14, 2009 
A physician and meteorologist have created an early-warning system for when weather patterns are likely to trigger health 

problems. 
U.S. residents can register for the free MediClim weather-health alert system at www.mediclim.com. The system tracks 

weather patterns by ZIP code. The site does not require names or other personal identifying information. Currently, five medical 

http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/articles/2009/04/13/opinion/letters/5371596.txt
http://www.news-sentinel.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090413/LIVING/904130308
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conditions are correlated: migraine headaches, asthma, arthritis, diabetes and heart conditions. Other conditions may be added 
in the near future. 

Feeling under the weather? That may truly be the case. 
A physician and meteorologist duo from Canada have designed an early-warning system that takes forecasting to a new 

level by using scientific data to track how weather changes affect our health. MediClim.com ( www.mediclim.com) is a free 
health-weather forecasting service that sends a local warning e-mail 24 hours prior to specific weather conditions that are likely to 
negatively impact your health. 

At first glimpse, I was skeptical. Doesnôt someone with known allergies realize winds blowing around pollen may trigger an 
immune reaction? In the summer, The News-Sentinel publishes daily ozone levels to warn people with sensitive respiratory 
systems. 

But what if, prior to any symptoms felt in the body, we could have advance warning of negative triggers to our 
cardiovascular system or neuromuscular system or to alert us of pending blood-sugar problems? 

That is the early-warning system, a medical-climate index, that Dr. John Bart and biometerologist Denis Bourque, both of 
Toronto, have developed. 

ñThe system is based on research done in Europe over the past 60 years,ò said Bart, a practicing physician who has been 
researching weatherôs effects on various health conditions for 25 years. 

The MediClim.com index encompasses 14 different possible weather states or combinations, such as air temperature and 
pressure, wind direction and rotation, and humidity. 

ñEach state has attached to it the ability to change oneôs health conditions,ò Bart said, noting at least a weekôs weather 
measurement must be considered to ensure reliability. At day eight, ñYou have a picture of what the air mass moving across the 
country is like.ò 

Integrating data from German researchers, Bart and Bourque have developed a weather-health algorithm that Bart says ñis 
reliable and repeatable,ò with about 90 percent accuracy in forecasting health outcomes based on weather patterns. 

So what are the practical applications? They are noteworthy from a public-health and personal-health perspective, Bart 
says. 

For example, in research commissioned by the Canadian government, he and Bourque studied 440,000 patient visits to 
emergency rooms in four Toronto hospitals between June 2000 and December 2004. By comparing the medical reason for the 
ER visits with weather conditions the previous seven days, with 95 percent to 99 percent accuracy they could conclude which 
weather conditions correlated with specific health problems, such as migraines or asthma attacks, that led to the ER visit. 

Bart said if just one ER visit per patient in a single year had been avoided, it would have saved millions of dollars. In fact, 
the amount of money saved, he said, would have equaled what the Canadian government spent on medical research that year. 

Dr. Angela LaSalle with Fort Wayne Endocrinology concurs there are multiple medical conditions affected by weather, 
particularly migraines. When a storm front is on its way and the barometric pressure rises, it often triggers a migraine. But current 
research is finding other connections to health and weather, she said. 

ñNASA looks at that, how certain temperatures, pressure conditions and humidity may have effects on brain 
neurotransmitters.ò Other weather-related information, not just patterns, affect health, LaSalle said. 

ñWe know vitamin D is a major player in diabetes and heart disease, and people deficient in vitamin D tend to have more 
hormonal abnormalities,ò she said, noting studies are finding possible connections between vitamin D deficiency and prostate 
and breast cancer. Sun exposure is critical to the formation of vitamin D in the body. 

With advance knowledge of weather conditions, the patient who has weather-related medical conditions can go to the 
doctor and say, ñóWhat should I do so I donôt end up in the ER or your office?ôò Bart said. 

For example, one study examined ER visits during immediate post-thunderstorm periods. Researchers found a high 
correlation between ER visits in that timeframe by patients with asthma and discovered the majority failed to use their preventive 
asthma medications. Although they had access to them, most were using only rescue medications prior to the thunderstorms. 

Had they been alerted to the coming weather conditions, they could have started preventive medications in the days prior 
to the storms, preventing costly ER visits. 

Some changes to health caused by weather are ñno brainers,ò Bart said, such as worsening chest pain when a heart 
patient is walking in bitter cold temperatures. 

ñBut what weôre saying is subtle changes in weather produce subtle changes in health,ò Bart said. ñForewarned is 
forearmed. é We really hope this service will provide a small, but significant, improvement for people.ò 

Research findings 
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One two-year study by the Veterans Health Administration found blood-glucose levels were lowest in August and 
September and peaked from February through April. With other things such as age, sex and severity of diabetes factored in, 
researchers found people living in moderate or intermediate climates ð winter temperatures ranged from 32 degrees to 40 
degrees ð had the most significant fluctuations in blood-glucose levels. 

A few other findings from research that has examined weather and health: 
?White cell counts vary seasonally, with the highest levels in the autumn. 
?A strong correlation was found between the amount of sunshine in a given month and the number of hospital admissions 

for mania one month later. 
?A correlation between increased exposure to sunlight and protection against coronary artery disease has been found. 
?Levels of neurotransmitter markers in cerebrospinal fluid varied according to seasonal changes. 
?Breast cancer survival rates in major urban areas in the United States were found to be inversely proportional to sunlight 

intensity ð the women living in higher sunlight-intensity areas had lower cancer survival rates. 

BRIEFLY NOTED 

'Tea Party' Location Irks Veterans  (PITTMS) 

By Brett Dalton  
Pittsburg (KS) Morning Sun, April 14, 2009 
PITTSBURG ð 
For 17 months during the Korean War, Bob Roberts took part in combat missions as a soldier in the United States Army. 
After reflecting on his time in uniform on Monday, Roberts said, ñThat makes me a really old geezer.ò 
It also makes him something else: a veteran. And itôs for the latter that he has a problem with tomorrowôs ñTaxpayer Tea 

Partyò to be held at the Veterans Memorial at Pittsburg State University. 
Itôs not the message he takes issue with, but rather the location. 
ñThis is something that really upset me,ò he said. ñThe Veterans Memorial, as far as Iôm concerned, is hallowed ground. To 

have a partisan, political ótea partyô there really offends my sensibilities.ò 
These ñtea partiesò have been going on across the country and close to 30 are scheduled to take place in Kansas on 

Wednesday. The purpose of the rallies is to protest against government spending, including Wall Street bailouts and the recent 
stimulus bill, which supporters said was necessary to begin to fix the economy. 

Pittsburgôs event is scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. and will feature Republican Congresswoman Lynn Jenkins, as well as 
members of the Patriot Guard Riders. 

Since it was announced that the rally would take place at the Veterans Memorial, several local residents have expressed 
displeasure with the site choice. 

Bob Torbett is the director of the American Legion Riders and a member of the Kansas Patriot Guard, which is different 
than the PGR who will attend the rally. He also is the son of a World War II veteran. He opposes having the ñtea partyò at the 
Veterans Memorial. 

ñItôs everybodyôs right to have a protest, but our complaint is that itôs at the Veterans Memorial,ò he said, speaking on behalf 
of the ALR. ñMost people think of the Veterans Memorial as a sacred place. Itôs a place to reflect, to remember why weôre here 
today and the people who have sacrificed for that.ò 

Charles Heath, Commander of American Legion Post 64, said, he believes in the right to free speech, but he also takes 
issue with the site of the upcoming rally. 

ñIôm not so sure the Veterans Memorial is the appropriate place for a tax protest,ò he said. 
The main argument among those who oppose the eventôs location is that a ñpolitical rallyò should not take place at a site 

that is meant to honor veterans of the U.S. military. 
However, the ñtea partiesò are being billed as apolitical, non-partisan events. They are open to anyone who wants to attend, 

regardless of political party affiliation. 
Organizers of Pittsburgôs rally did not return calls seeking comment for this article. However, one supporter of the rally, and 

its location, said the ñtea partiesò are not meant to be at all political. 
ñPeople coming together to let their voice be heard is always a good thing,ò said John Minton, head of the Crawford County 

Republican Party. ñThis is not a political event. Theyôre inviting everyone who is sick and tired of the government spending being 
out of control, taxing being out of control and government being out of touch with the real world.ò 

http://www.morningsun.net/news/x1579127448/Tea-Party-location-irks-veterans
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Minton said he doesnôt have a problem with having the rally at the Veterans Memorial, as he believes it is one of the few 
places in the city that could accommodate a large crowd. 

ñWe are kind of limited on places in Pittsburg,ò he said. ñI donôt think itôs being held there to make a statement.ò 
Mintonôs counterpart across the political aisle, however, doesnôt see it that way. 
ñI think the choice of the local Veterans Memorial to hold what appears to be a partisan, political group is not such a good 

idea,ò said Crawford County Democratic Chairwoman Beth Bradrick. ñThose pavers were paid for by local people, and now they 
are being used as a pathway to a right-wing, partisan event.ò 

Jenkins was not available to comment for this story. However, her press secretary, Mary Geiger, said the congresswoman, 
by speaking at the rally, means no disrespect toward the veterans. 

ñThe congresswoman has the utmost respect for the veterans,ò she said. ñThat canôt be questioned. Whatôs going on in 
Washington now, with spending and taxes, affects everyone ï from veterans to small businesses and single moms and working 
families. The congresswoman feels itôs important to talk about these issues.ò 

Torbett said he and many other upset local residents have sent multiple letters to PSU expressing their anger over the use 
of the Veterans Memorial for Wednesdayôs rally. University officials said the Veterans Memorial can be used for nearly anything, 
as long as itôs peaceful and legal. 

ñItôs not our event at all,ò said Cassie Mathes, assistant director of public relations. ñThe Veterans Memorial is a sacred 
place, but as long as itôs a decent, clean event, they can get permission from Pitt State to have it out there. But just because itôs 
out there, that doesnôt make it a Pitt State event.ò 

To make their grievances well known, Roberts said several local veterans and their supporters plan to stage a 
demonstration of their own during Wednesdayôs ñtea party.ò He said it will be their way of protesting the use of the Veterans 
Memorial for the ñpartisan event.ò 

ñSoldiers are not Republicans or Democrats,ò Roberts said. ñTheyôre Americans.ò 

US To Pay Off All Pinoy World War II Veterans Within A Year  (PSTAR) 

By Jose Katigbak  
Philippine Star, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON ï The United States is in a rush to pay off by February 2010 all Filipino veterans who can rightfully claim 

they served Uncle Sam during World War II, a senior Veterans Administration official said. 
Retired US Army Maj. Gen. Antonio Taguba last Wednesday awarded the first lump-sum payment of $15,000 to 98-year-

old Alberto Bacani in recognition of his military service and said the amount, while modest, carried with it ñour deepest gratitude 
for your faithful service to the nation.ò 

ñIôm happy we have at last won our fight for recognition,ò said Bacani in a tremulous voice. ñWhat is more important is not 
the amount of money we receive but the recognition we have gained.ò 

Although called to serve in the military at a time when the Philippines was still a territory of the US, Filipinos who fought 
under the command of Gen. Douglas MacArthur were stripped of their recognition as US veterans for purposes of VA benefits 
under the 1946 Rescission Act. 

Taguba, the son of a Filipino veteran himself, authored the investigative report about the abuse of Iraqi prisoners held by 
US forces at the Abu Ghraib prison in 2004. 

In the presence of Ambassador Willy Gaa, he presented checks to Bacani and Adela Roldan Bugarin, a nurse who cared 
for US wounded during the battle of Bataan, at an awards ceremony at the Philippine embassy in Washington. 

Bugarin, 80, was unable to show up at the embassy and her check was collected by her son. 
Taguba said as of the first week of April some 26,000 applications for payments had been received in Washington and 

Manila, considerably more than the 18,000 veterans thought to be still alive. 
Applications are checked against a list of surviving Filipino veterans kept at the US Army Archives in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Taguba said 16,143 applications were pending review, 776 claims had been completed and 195 checks have been 

delivered. 
A $198-million compensation fund for Filipino veterans signed into law on Feb. 17 provides for a one-time payment of 

$15,000 to Filipino veterans living in the United States who have become naturalized US citizens, and $9,000 (about P435,000) 
to those living in the Philippines. 

It is estimated that about 12,000 veterans live in the Philippines and 6,000 are in the US. 

UPDATE:  Uncle Charlie's War  (WFMY) 

http://www.philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleId=457487&publicationSubCategoryId=205
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By Alan Wagmeister  
WFMY-TV Greensboro, NC, April 13, 2009 
Greensboro, NC -- Uncle Charlie has a new advocate to help get him from Ohio back home to North Carolina. 
A law professor specializing in veterans law took up the families fight to help bring Charles Newkirk home. 
Craig Kabatchnick said he'll bring all his expertise and his law clinic to try to help Laurica Oliver. Kabatchnick is the director 

of the Veterans Law Program at North Carolina Central University. 
She hopes this will be the final step into getting Uncle Charlie home. 
"Uncle Charlie I know you may not see this, but I told you I would keep on working, and I would get you home, I made that 

promise to you. And I have not given up. Please help me," says Laurica. 
After World War II, Uncle Charlie got lost in the system until the family found him in Ohio. The Veterans Administration and 

even a congressman have not been able to overcome the bureaucracy. 
The Veterans Law Clinic opened its doors in 2007. The group handles veterans claims as well as assist veteran's and their 

families with legal issues. You can determine eligibility by calling (919) 530-6605. 

A Day In The Life Of .... A Veteran Services Officer  (VWTB) 

By Kirk Dougal  
Van Wert (OH) Times Bulletin, April 13, 2009 
Everyone wants to choose a profession that is fulfilling so that when the alarm clock goes off in the morning, it is not 

drudgery to roll out of bed and begin another day of work. 
Keith Harman is one of those people who is lucky enough to have found that profession for himself. Harman is the Van 

Wert County Veteran Services Officer and has been in the position for almost 18 years. During that time, the mission of the office 
has not changed. 

"The primary function of this office is to try to help veterans and their dependents, widows and orphans obtain state and 
federal benefits that they are eligible to receive," said Harman. "Along with that, we also provide emergency financial assistance 
for those who have gotten behind the eight-ball with their finances." 

That important function can take considerable time and effort as well as what feels like a mountain of paperwork in some 
situations. Harman said he could not name the number of times veterans were on the verge of just giving up trying to receive 
what they had earned because of the paperwork and government bureaucracy that needed to be traversed. He feels it is his job 
to be that liaison in between. 

Going by the most recently released numbers, Van Wert County has about 2,600 veterans for Harman to try to help. He 
also pointed out that everyone remembers the veterans who served during wartime - and rightfully so - but also that those who 
served during peacetime are eligible for benefits as well. That also includes National Guard members who were called into 
federal active duty such as the units who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan over the past few years. 

Currently, Harman is usually seeing one of a handful of groups of veterans. Vietnam veterans with Agent Orange-related 
problems are still prevalent but Iraq/Afghanistan veterans are also a large portion of his current cases as well as Persian Gulf 
veterans. But that does not mean those are his only veterans who need help. World War II and Korean War veterans also make 
up a portion of his work load. They can also prove the most difficult - and rewarding - issues to work out. 

Harman shared the account of one Korean veteran who had been mis-categorized way back in the 1950s. It took months 
of work but eventually he was able to get the veteran a very sizable settlement plus continuing benefits. That was a life-changing 
event for a veteran who was barely getting by before the appeal. 

Not all the stories are so happy. Harman also told the tale of a World War II veteran that he is still working with at the 
present. This ex-soldier was hurt when his airplane was shot down and he had to ditch. He landed behind enemy lines and was 
injured but, with the help of partisan groups inside the country, was never captured by the enemy. The War Department at the 
time recognized the injury but that is where the process stopped because the soldier eventually came back to the United States. 
Over the years, he has had plenty of trouble with the injury but, like a lot of men from that time, used homemade remedies and 
wraps to make it feel better. Now, over 60 years later, Harman is having a terrible time trying to prove the man's worsening 
condition is from the original injury. And that led to one of Harman's most adamant pieces of advice. 

"The best thing I can say to (the veterans) is to go to the doctor," said Harman. "Even if it is not a big deal now, if it gets 
worse then you have a paper trail of the problems you've been having." 

One of the other functions the Veteran Service Office handles is the transport of veterans to doctor and hospital visits. His 
office usually arranges between 400-500 trips per year. Harman has a list of volunteers who will drive veterans to the VA 
Hospitals in Ft. Wayne, Indianapolis or Ann Arbor as well as other facilities. They are paid the county mileage rate for their 

http://www.digtriad.com/news/local_state/article.aspx?storyid=122426
http://timesbulletin.com/main.asp?SectionID=2&SubSectionID=4&ArticleID=151538&TM=20200.79
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service and act as an invaluable service for many veterans who would otherwise not have a way to get to medical appointments 
or treatments. To that end, the recent announcement apparently saving the VA Hospital in Ft. Wayne from government budget 
cuts is a huge relief. 

"We have a large number of area veterans who use the Ft. Wayne facility," said Harman. "When initially the word came out 
that based upon the numbers submitted the Ft. Wayne facility would be closed, it was a concern. But after the commission had 
done their study, the Ft. Wayne facility had a huge influx of users so they had to go back and have a consultant company come 
back in and reevaluate. Now it appears it will remain a full service hospital." 

Harman pointed out that having the facility just over the Indiana line saves area veterans and his office time and money, not 
insignificant because the trips make up a large portion of his expense budget. Generally speaking, he believes the veterans are 
impressed with the care they receive at the VA Hospital. It also helps that the staff there sees a lot of the same types of problems 
over and over which allows them to be more familiar with treatments. Of course they also have specialized areas of care such as 
their prosthetic unit. 

Harman laughed when he was asked what his typical day looked like. He may have a day where all he plans to do is 
paperwork and the telephone begins ringing from the moment he walks in the door. Other days may entail personal visits with 
veterans and their families as they gather information for a claim. Part of the appeal of his job is that he is never quite sure of how 
a day will proceed. 

But there is no hesitation when he is asked about the most fulfilling part of his position. Harman, who served as crew chief 
and door gunner on a Huey helicopter in Vietnam, understands what the veterans have gone through from firsthand experience 
so it is easy to see why he likes what he does. 

"When you know that somebody is getting worse and a disability is granted - maybe the VA denied a claim even though 
you know it is justified." Harman said, "You go through the appeals process and win for the veteran, that's the best because the 
money is going to someone who needs and appreciates it." 

Veterans To Gather  (MFP) 
By Brian Ojanpa  
Mankato (MN) Free Press, April 13, 2009 
ST. JAMES ð 
Vietnam War veteran Dennie Kline lays out some numbers: 
During that conflict nine soldiers from Watonwan County were killed and one is still listed as missing in action. 
ñThree hundred guys from Watonwan County served in Vietnam. Thatôs a very high percentage because this is one of the 

smallest counties in Minnesota,ò Kline said. 
Hence the reunion in St. James for Watonwan County Vietnam vets that launched in 2003 with the intent of making it an 

every-other-year event. 
The reunion was reprised in 2005 but skipped in 2007 due to the death of its co-founder, Paul Sandmeyer. 
But itôs back this year, and on April 25 county-native vets from near and far will gather anew at the Hickory Inn. 
ñDad always wanted the camaraderie, just to get the guys together,ò said his daughter Connie Braaten. ñHe knew how 

much you need to have the guys around to give each other the support they didnôt get when they came home from the war.ò 
Reunion co-founder Kline said it took him and Sandmeyer a full year to organize the first event, which drew more than 100 

veterans. 
Kline expects a lighter turnout this time around. 
ñBut whatever it is, itôs good to get together with your buddies and bond.ò 
The reunion will include a meal and a talk by Watonwan County Veterans Affairs Director Deb Grote, who will review the 

various benefit programs available to veterans. 
There also will a short program honoring each of those killed or missing. 
More than 1,000 Minnesotans were killed or missing in action in the Vietnam War. 

Once In A Lifetime Trip For WW II Veterans  (KSLA) 

By Ben Wolf  
KSLA-TV Shreveport, LA, April 13, 2009 
WASHINGTON D.C. (KSLA) - More than a hundred World War II veterans experienced a once-in-a lifetime trip this 

weekend to the nation's capital. 
They did so to see the World War II Memorial in-person. 

http://www.mankatofreepress.com/local/local_story_103003905.html
http://www.ksla.com/Global/story.asp?S=10173582&nav=0RY5
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It's 5:30 in the morning as 111 World War II veterans and 43 guardians to watch over them shuffled into Shreveport 
Regional Airport. 

Time for check-in on Louisiana Honor Air: it's an organization aiming to bring every World War II vet to our nation's capital 
to view their memorial. 

Emotions range from excitement. 
"I've got all kind of expectations there and hope and I think it will be a once in a lifetime deal," said World War II veteran Bill 

Cobb. 
To tearful memories before the flight even takes off. 
"Flew 69 missions, on the 69th mission, lost the youngest man in our crew," cried World War II veteran Joseph Malec. 
Time to board a direct flight to Washington's Reagan airport. 
The veterans packed onto the plane wear a cap with óMG 20-20' imprinted on the back. It stands for Mark Graham, a 

soldier who sacrificed his life in the Iraq war nearly 65 years after these men served in World War II. 
After a two hour fifteen minute flight, a fire fighter's water salute greets the veterans from the Bayou state. 
Then the warmest of welcomes: more than a thousand fill the terminal to say thank you. 
The first stop: a chat with wounded World War II veteran and former Senator Bob Dole. 
"They've had the experience. They just really get to see that the American people cared enough to raise $195 million to say 

'thank you," said Senator Dole. 
A few steps later, they view the World War II Memorial situated between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington 

Monument on the edge of the reflecting pool. 
The veterans see themselves in battle more than 60 years ago. 
"When the airplanes explode back at you, that's getting pretty close to you, ya know," said World War II veteran James 

Butler. 
Next, a stop at the Korean War Memorial. 
"I learned that if you really want something, you're going to have to work for it," said a veteran who served during both 

World War II and the Korean War. 
After lunch, a trip to the Arlington National Cemetery. 
First, a bus tour past the nearly 300,000 thousand veterans laid to rest. 
Then, silence as the veterans watch the changing of the guards at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
"We have to respect them and keep on fighting for freedom as we have it today," said World War II veteran Alfred Procell. 
The tour then makes its way to the Marine Corp memorial: a statute paying tribute to one of the most important battles in 

World War II history with soldiers raising the American flag atop Mount Suribachi during the Battle of Iwo Jima. 
"What do people from my generation don't understand?" asked Ben Wolf. 
"The freedom, 'cause your freedom has never been threatened. You've always had it. You've taken it for granted. These 

guys had to prove what freedom was, by putting their life on the line," responded a tearful veteran. 
During the trip back to Shreveport, the veterans have no idea what's in store at home. 
Thousands roar in cheer as active members of the military escort them to their loved ones. 
It's all an effort to say óthank you' for what they gave so we can live in freedom. 

Shaler Photographer Had Passion For Life, Marines  (PTR) 

By Jason Cato  
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, April 14, 2009 
Saul Weiss picked on the teenage girl who lived next to his family in Oakland and doubted she would pass her driving test 

to the point he promised to take her on a date if she did. 
Rita Mazza aced it. 
"He kept his word," said the woman known as Rita Weiss for the past 52 years. 
Saul Weiss of Shaler died Friday, April 10, 2009. He was 82. 
"He loved everything in life," Rita Weiss said. "He loved photography, and he loved his brother Marines." 
The former hockey player for the Oakland Oak Leafs served in the Marine Corps during World War II. He left active duty as 

a corporal but rose to the rank of commandant with the Three Rivers Leathernecks, Marine Corps League Detachment No. 310. 
The last two words of his obituary ð "Semper Fidelis," or "Always Faithful" ð reflect his love of the Corps. 

As a career, Mr. Weiss was a medical photographer at then-Mercy Hospital and the Veterans Administration hospitals in 
Pittsburgh. He worked with noted surgeons including Dr. Thomas Starzl, Dr. Bartley Griffith and Dr. Robert Rogers. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/cityregion/s_620345.html
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"He worked with the finest doctors," Rita Weiss said. "He loved his job." 
Mr. Weiss served as chief of medical media for the VA Hospital Systems in the New Orleans and Pittsburgh regions until he 

retired in 1995. 
He was the personal photographer of the late Cardinal John Wright and Monsignor Andrew Pauley at St. Paul Cathedral in 

Oakland. 
"He couldn't contribute much in money," his wife said, "but he'd do anything in photography that he could." 
That passion for still images was passed down to the Weiss' six children. Although none is a professional photographer, 

each is a more than adequate amateur. 
"Even before I got a baseball mitt, I got a camera," said son Gregory "Gary" Weiss, 49, of Chicago. 
He recalled summers filled with reading books from the public library because of his father's passion for education and trips 

for fish sandwiches and root beer at the Oyster House in Market Square as a reward when he and his siblings were good. 
"He was a multifaceted man," Gary Weiss said. "There were so many sides of Saul Weiss." 
Mr. Weiss was a member of Sharing and Caring Inc. and the United States Marine Veterans Inc. For years, he was a judge 

for the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science, for which he instituted an annual Award for Excellence in Computer Science 
granted by the Marine Corps League. 

He served as the Marine Corps League's military funeral coordinator, helping arrange burials for veterans and serving in 
the honor guard during services. He also was the longtime coordinator of the VA's Volunteer Service, which arranged for monthly 
trips to the VA hospital to visit and help patients. 

Mr. Weiss was the son of the late Samuel and Esther Colker Weiss. 
In addition to his wife and son, Mr. Weiss is survived by two daughters, Victoria Kisslinger of Fox Chapel and Jeanine Holt 

of Roanoke, Va.; three other sons, Richard Weiss of Philadelphia, Paul Weiss of Medford Lakes, N.J., and Lawrence Weiss of 
Scott; and 14 grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today and Tuesday at Frank R. Perman Funeral Home, 923 
Saxonburg Boulevard in Shaler. Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Wednesday in St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church in Shaler. 

The family asks that memorials be in the form of donations to St. Joseph Church Building Fund, 330 Dorseyville Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215. 

Stomach Bug Crystallizes A Threat From Antibiotics (NYT) 
By Tara Parker-Pope 
New York Times, April 14, 2009 
Earlier this year, Harold and Freda Mitchell of Como, Miss., both came down with a serious stomach bug. At first, doctors 

did not know what was wrong, but the gastrointestinal symptoms became so severe that Mrs. Mitchell, 66, was hospitalized for 
two weeks. Her husband, a manufacturing supervisor, missed 20 days of work. 

A local doctor who had worked in a Veterans Affairs hospital recognized the signs of Clostridium difficile, a contagious and 
potentially deadly bacterium. Although the illness is difficult to track, health officials estimate that in the United States the bacteria 
cause 350,000 infections each year in hospitals alone, with tens of thousands more occurring in nursing homes. While the 
majority of cases are found in health care settings, 20 percent or more may occur in the community. The illness kills an estimated 
15,000 to 20,000 people annually. 

ñItôs been the worst thing Iôve ever tried to get through in my life,ò said Mrs. Mitchell, who remains weakened by the ordeal. 
ñI really did think I was going to die.ò 

What is so frightening about C. difficile is that it is often spurred by antibiotics. The drugs wipe out the targeted illness, like a 
urinary tract or upper respiratory infection, but they also kill off large portions of the healthy bacteria that normally live in the 
digestive tract. If a person comes into contact with C. difficile, or already has it, the disruption to the beneficial bacteria creates an 
opportunity for the harmful bacteria to flourish. 

The public health community has been sounding the alarm for years about the overuse of antibiotics and the emergence of 
ñsuperbugsò ð bacteria that have developed immunity to a wide number of antibiotics. But the C. difficile problem shows that the 
threat is not generalized or hypothetical, but immediate and personal. 

ñOne of the things that we counsel consumers about is to make sure that an antibiotic is really necessary,ò said Dr. Dale N. 
Gerding, an infectious disease specialist at the Stritch School of Medicine at Loyola University in Chicago. ñThere are many good 
reasons for taking an antibiotic, but an illness like sinusitis or bronchitis winds up being treated with antibiotics even though it will 
go away by itself anyway.ò 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/health/14well.html?scp=1&sq=%2b%22Veterans+Affairs%22&st=nyt
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Even appropriate use of antibiotics can put a person at risk. Dr. Gerding said his own adult son came down with a C. 
difficile infection after taking antibiotics for tonsillitis. 

The typical treatment for C. difficile is another course of antibiotics, typically the drug vancomycin. But the situation can 
quickly turn tragic. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has reported on several cases of pregnant and postpartum 
women who developed life-threatening C. difficile infections after being treated for minor infections. In some instances, a C. 
difficile infection can be treated only by emergency surgery to remove the patientôs colon. Doctors say many patients report that 
they continue to suffer from regular bouts of diarrhea even after the infection is gone. About 20 percent of patients with the 
infection suffer a relapse, and C. difficile support groups have emerged on the Internet. 

In the case of the Mitchell family, Mr. Mitchell had been taking antibiotics for another health problem, and the treatment 
apparently led to his C. difficile infection. Mrs. Mitchell probably contracted the illness from her husband. The spores from C. 
difficile are hardy, and contaminated surfaces must be scrubbed down with bleach to eradicate the germ. Doctors say Mrs. 
Mitchellôs illness is unusual because most people are protected by their own bacterial flora and wouldnôt be vulnerable to C. 
difficile if they had not been taking antibiotics, even after close exposure. The risk of contracting C. difficile outside the health care 
setting remains low, at about 7 cases per 100,000 people, studies show. 

C. difficile is not a new illness, but it appears to be spreading at an alarming rate. The rate of C. difficile infection among 
hospital patients doubled from 2001 to 2005, according to an April 2008 report from the C.D.C. The rise in C. difficile cases 
around the world is linked with the growing use of all antibiotics, particularly a class of drugs called fluoroquinolones, which came 
into widespread use around 2001. The use of acid-suppressing drugs, including proton pump inhibitors like Prilosec, also may be 
a risk factor, although studies have been contradictory. 

In addition to becoming more common, C. difficile is also becoming more deadly. Several years ago, the mortality rate from 
a C. difficile infection was around 1 to 2 percent. But today, various studies estimate that the death rate is 6 percent. The reason 
is that a hypervirulent strain has emerged that emits higher levels of toxins than earlier strains. 

Many patients are far more familiar with another superbug, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, or MRSA, which 
can cause a severe and potentially deadly skin infection. MRSA started off primarily as a hospital-based infection but has 
become increasingly common in the community. 

Hospitals may become more motivated to control C. difficile if the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services decides to 
withhold reimbursement for cases of hospital-acquired C. difficile infections. The system already withholds reimbursement for 
certain other preventable hospital infections. 

In addition to careful use of antibiotics, patients and hospital visitors should always be vigilant about hand washing, and 
visitors should not sit on a patientôs hospital bed or use a patientôs restroom if it can be avoided. Patients should always report 
severe diarrhea symptoms to a doctor, particularly if they have taken antibiotics recently. 

ñUp until about 2002, this was a very mild disorder and very few people ever died from it,ò said Dr. Perry Hookman, a 
gastroenterologist and associate professor of medicine at the Miller School of Medicine at the University of Miami. ñBut in the past 
few years the bugs have become hypervirulent, more severe and now itôs a global threat.ò 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Restrictions On Cuban Americans' Travel To Cuba To Be Lifted  (MH) 

By Lesley Clark  
Miami Herald, April 14, 2009 
Calling it ''extending a hand to the Cuban people,'' the Obama administration on Monday announced it is lifting travel and 

gift restrictions for Cuban Americans, allowing them to travel freely to the island and send additional financial help to family 
members. 

''This is a reaching out to the Cuban people,'' said White House spokesman Robert Gibbs, who made the announcement 
along with special assistant to the president, Dan Restrepo, who spoke in Spanish. 

President Barack Obama did not take part in the press conference. 
''These much needed changes will benefit the people; this policy extends a hand to the Cuban people,'' Restrepo said. 
He added the move means the U.S. government is ''getting out of regulating the relationship of Cuban families,'' Restrepo 

said. 
The policy change -- which includes pushing for more cell phone and satellite service for Cubans on the island -- marks the 

most significant U.S. gesture to Cuba in decades and comes amid efforts in Congress to lift all travel restrictions to the island. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/581/story/997678.html
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The administration is hoping to hasten change on the island by increasing contact among Cuban Americans in the U.S. and 
on the island, the White House said. 

''This is an effort to reach out to the Cuban people in an effort to support the Cuban people's desire to freely determine their 
country's future,'' a senior administration official told The Miami Herald. ``The president has said this is the most direct means to 
open up the kind of space that is necessary to see democratic change in Cuba.'' 

The changes include unlimited family visits and remittances, allowing U.S. companies to seek contracts for communication 
services in Cuba and an expansion of humanitarian items that can be sent, the official said. Currently, Cuban Americans can visit 
family members once a year. 

The White House will direct the State, Commerce and Treasury departments to write the rule changes to carry out the 
policy. It's not known when the new policy would take effect. 

Obama campaigned on a promise to improve relations with Cuba and the policy changes have support among many 
Cuban Americans who'd like to see family more often. More controversial would be to lift the travel ban entirely, as many 
lawmakers have suggested. 

Freddy Balsera, a Democratic strategist who ran the president's Spanish media campaign during the presidential election, 
called the changes ``innovative and aggressive.'' 

''President Obama is displaying commitment to creating real, significant change in Cuba and the measures he announced 
are an effective and meaningful way to achieve that,'' said Balsera, a Cuban American. 

Supporters of a hard line stance against the communist regime, however, criticized Obama for not seeking concessions 
from Havana. In a joint statement, Reps. Lincoln and Mario Diaz-Balart said Obama has made ``a serious mistake by unilaterally 
increasing Cuban-American travel and remittance dollars for the Cuban dictatorship.'' 

They called on Obama to insist that Cuba release political prisoners, legalize political parties, labor unions and the press 
and schedule of free elections. 

But the White House official said the change is aimed at increasing communication -- among Cubans on the island and 
here in the U.S. 

The telecommunication changes may include allowing satellite radio and TV onto the island and ''licensing U.S. 
telecommunications service providers to seek to enter into roaming and operating agreements in Cuba,'' the official said. 

Balsera said the changes would allow Cuban Americans to send cellphones to the island and may give some Cubans 
access to text messages and e-mail. 

The new policy also would expand the items that can be sent to Cuba, including clothing, personal hygiene items and 
fishing equipment. 

''It works at a humanitarian level, that the U.S. government isn't interfering with familial relationships, but it also works at the 
strategic level to open up space on the island to promote the kind of grass-roots democracy that everyone wants to see as part of 
Cuba's near future,'' the senior administration official said. 

The White House also called on the regime to end its practice of keeping a portion of every remittance. 
''The important thing here, it takes the U.S. government out of the business of regulating contact between members of 

separated Cuban families,'' the senior administration official said. ``The president wants to make very clear that he thinks the 
Cuban government should get out of that business as well and should stop taking the usurious amounts of money from 
remittances that they currently take.'' 

Still prohibited: sending items to senior government officials and Communist Party members. 
The announcement is timed to coincide with the fifth Summit of the Americas, which opens this week in Port of Spain, 

Trinidad. Latin American leaders have pressed the administration to normalize relations with Cuba, and its outsider status is likely 
to be a topic of conversation. 

In March, Congress rolled back travel restrictions that had been enacted under President Bush in 2004, allowing Cuban 
Americans to visit relatives on the island once a year and stay as long as they like. 

In 2004, Bush limited trips to every three years and only to see immediate relatives. Bush tightened travel after the Cuban 
regime imprisoned 75 dissidents during a crackdown. 

Obama campaigned on a pledge to improve relations with Cuba, but the administration has pledged not to lift the trade 
embargo against Cuba. 

''The road to freedom for all Cubans must begin with justice for Cuba's political prisoners, the right of free speech, a free 
press, freedom of assembly, and it must lead to elections that are free and fair,'' Obama said in Miami during a presidential 
campaign stop. ``That is my commitment.'' 
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Cuba watchers say the regime is unlikely to make any grand gestures in response. Havana wants the U.S. to repeal 
entirely the trade embargo, which Obama has resisted. 

A State Department spokeswoman said last week that as the administration reviews its travel and remittance policies, it 
was looking ``to see evidence that the government of Cuba has committed itself to addressing disparities among its citizens in 
the enjoyment of human rights and economic opportunities.'' 

For some, the changes may not have gone far enough. The move comes a week after the Congressional Black Caucus 
met with Fidel and Raul Castro and said they planned to ask Obama to start talking to the Cuban government. 

Bills to lift the travel ban have been introduced in both chambers of Congress and Rep. Sam Farr, D-Calif., who is traveling 
with Obama to the summit, said Monday he planned to give Obama a letter calling for further changes to policy, including lifting 
travel. 

''It's time to initiate a complete overhaul of our relationship with Cuba,'' Farr said. ``It will start with reform to family travel and 
remittances, but it can't end there. We must expand this new policy of diplomatic outreach to our own backyard and restore 
responsible relations with Cuba.'' 

Miami Herald staff writer Luisa Yanez contributed to this report. 
© 2009 Miami Herald Media Company. All Rights Reserved. 

Parroting Words At The White House (WP) 

By Dana Milbank 
Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
Man the rigging, me hearties. It's time for Cap'n Gibbs's daily briefing. 
"Robert, the pirates are holding many hostages from other countries," warned Sheryl Stolberg of the New York Times. 
Shiver me timbers! 
"Robert, does President Obama view the Somali pirates as terrorists?" asked CBS News's Mark Knoller. 
No, mate. He views them as scurvy dogs! 
"Any decision on how the fourth pirate is going to be charged?" inquired McClatchy's Margaret Talev. 
Make him walk the plank! 
Maritime piracy is, of course, a serious problem, particularly if you happen to be on a ship near the Horn of Africa. But in a 

world of depression and war, the discussion of an American shipping captain's successful rescue from pirates over the weekend 
brought the rare sensation of adventure on the high seas to the White House briefing room yesterday -- and everybody seemed 
to enjoy the diversion. Adding to the "Pirates of the Caribbean" atmosphere, the pirate briefing was accompanied by dance music 
being pumped out of loudspeakers on the lawn for the thousands of kids at the annual Easter Egg Roll. 

Cap'n Gibbs was giving no quarter to the cowardly swabs. "There's at least a small group in Somalia that knows that their 
actions have serious consequences," he said. "That could be a deterrent in the future. People know that there are consequences 
to what they do." 

He'll see ye to Davy Jones, scallywags. 
The White House press corps was in an uncommonly good mood yesterday, owing in part to the Obama administration's 

decision to reverse years of Bush White House policy and admit reporters' children to the Easter Egg Roll. Some media types 
were also giddy with anticipation of Tuesday's arrival of the new White House dog. "Can you describe for us the plans for Bo's 
debut?" inquired Associated Press Radio's Mark Smith, to groans from his highbrow colleagues. 

The main news of the briefing was the Obama administration's softening of some anti-Cuba policies, a move to placate 
Latin American critics in advance of this week's meeting of the Organization of American States. The White House deftly limited 
the visibility of the announcement by leaving the president in the Oval Office (where he, too, could listen to the dance music on 
the South Lawn) and having a mid-level official from the National Security Council make the announcement in the briefing room -- 
in Spanish. 

This meant that the White House stenographers transcribed the announcement, in its entirety, as "(Speaking Spanish)." 
The official, Dan Restrepo, answered a question about the OAS. "(Speaking Spanish)," said the White House transcript. 
A revised transcript later added the Spanish words. 
Gibbs, who tried an "un momento" or two on the crowd, seemed pleased with what he called the "bilingual portion" of the 

briefing. 
"Has another language, other than English, ever been spoken from this podium as far as you know?" asked Laura Meckler 

of the Wall Street Journal. 
"My sense is 'no,' " Gibbs replied. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041302453.html
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Actually, the better question was whether English has ever been spoken from the White House podium -- but that was a 
discussion for another day. Chuck Todd of NBC News gave Restrepo a "gracias" for his efforts but was suspicious about why 
Obama himself wasn't making the announcement, because "it looks as if you were trying to avoid having his voice and picture" 
associated with the Cuba announcement. 

Gibbs was offended. His own statements should not be taken as "less than what any president would make" on a subject -- 
"pirates or anything else." 

Blimey! He mentioned the pirates -- and this is just what the reporters had been waiting for. 
The AP's Jennifer Loven had already let it be known that she had "one [question] on pirates, so I don't know how you want 

to do that." 
"We'll save pirates for . . . after the intermission," after the Cuba announcement, Gibbs proposed. 
The reporters agreed, but this only meant there was a pent-up demand for pirate matters later in the briefing. 
"Do you have one more follow-up on this?" Gibbs asked after a round of Cuba questions. 
"No," replied one of the reporters. "I'm thinking about pirates." 
Pretty much everybody was. 
"Were they able to shoot at the pirates immediately?" asked ABC News's Jake Tapper. 
"Two quick questions, please, on piracy?" asked Ed Chen of Bloomberg News. 
"Back to the pirates for a second," counseled The Washington Post's Michael Shear, when questions strayed into other 

topics. 
"A couple of cleanups on the pirate thing," said McClatchy's Talev. "Is it right to say that the administration is now engaging 

in serious consideration of expanding or revising the U.S. policy toward pirates?" 
Blow me down! The United States has a policy toward pirates? In that case, Cap'n Gibbs should schedule a second 

bilingual briefing to address the pirates, as he said of the Cubans, in a "language that they can understand." 
Avast, pirates! We'll hang ye from the yardarm and make shark bait out of all of ye. 

Obama Lifts Curbs On Cuban Remittances, Visits  (AFP) 

AFP, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON -- US President Barack Obama made a landmark gesture to communist Cuba, lifting all curbs on travel and 

money transfers by Cuban-Americans to the island for the first time in three decades. 
The White House said the move was intended to encourage expanding democratic and political rights in Cuba and called 

on Havana to respond in kind to help ease decades of fierce antipathy between the bitter foes. 
But the move left a longstanding US trade embargo largely intact, with the White House saying it was up to the Cuban 

government whether Obama's steps, which were in line with his campaign promises, would result in a thawing of chilled relations 
between the two sides. 

"President Obama has directed that a series of steps be taken to reach out to the Cuban people to support their desire to 
enjoy basic human rights and to freely determine their country's future," presidential spokesman Robert Gibbs said at the first 
bilingual press conference given at the White House. 

"The president has directed the secretaries of state, treasury and commerce to carry out the actions necessary to lift all 
restrictions on the ability of individuals to visit family members in Cuba and to send them remittances." 

In terms of improving the strained ties, "in many ways that depends on the actions of the Cuban government," Gibbs said. 
"The president would like to see greater freedom for the Cuban people.... There are actions that he can and has taken 

today to open up the flow of information to provide some important steps to help that. But he's not the only person in this 
equation." 

Specifically, the White House called on Cuba to reduce charges it levies on money transfers to family members. 
An estimated 1.5 million US residents of Cuban descent still have relatives in Cuba, and the question of how to deal with 

the Castro government has long been an emotional one for the Cuban exile community here. 
And the 47-year-old US economic embargo on Cuba will not be immediately lifted. 
But Obama will find support for a new US strategy to Cuba this week when he meets with leaders from around the western 

hemisphere at a summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. 
"If President Obama is serious about promoting change in Cuba, this executive order must be part of a larger shift away 

from the US's unilateral approach toward the Cuban government," said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas director at Human Rights 
Watch. 

http://ca.news.yahoo.com/s/afp/090414/usa/us_cuba_embargo_obama_5
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"Only by working with its allies in Latin American and Europe will the US be able to chip away at Castro's repressive 
machinery." 

Dan Restrepo, a special assistant to Obama for western hemisphere affairs, held out the prospect of future changes in the 
US strategy to Cuba. 

"US policy towards Cuba is not frozen in time," he said, in a briefing conducted both in English and Spanish. 
But Obama's order would open a wide array of telecommunications links to the island, after decades of antipathy between 

Washington and Havana. 
It would allow US telecommunications network providers to link to Cuba with fiber-optic cables and satellite technology, 

permit US wireless telephone providers to enter roaming service agreements with Cuban firms, and allow US satellite broadcasts 
to the island. 

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic rights of all 
of its citizens," Gibbs said. 

"President Obama believes the measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality." 
Cubans in Havana were jubilant. 
"It's magnificent! It's the news we've all been waiting for and hopefully it marks the start of a new friendship between Cuba 

and the United States," said Ismary Hernandez, an employee of the Cubatur travel agency. 
Others saw in Obama's decision a strategic maneuver to avoid arriving empty-handed to his first Latin American summit 

later this week in Trinidad and Tobago. 
The Cuban-American community welcomed the US move, saying it could elicit an opening by communist Havana. 
"Let's hope now the Raul Castro regime will be pressed to lift its own restrictions on Cubans wanting to travel to the island 

who now need a visa or entry permit," Miami-based Cuban Democratic Directorate leader Orlando Gutierrez told AFP. 
The administration's actions won applause in US farm states hoping to gain a new markets for their agricultural products. 
"We should also immediately eliminate the roadblocks that the Bush administration put in place to make it harder for 

farmers to sell food to Cuba," said Senator Byron Dorgan, a Democrat from North Dakota. 
"I also believe the embargo should be ended. When a policy has failed for nearly 50 years, it is time to change the policy." 

Liberan Los Viajes A Cuba  (NH) 

Nuevo Herald, April 14, 2009 
En una decisión histórica para las relaciones entre Cuba y Estados Unidos, el presidente Barack Obama levantó este 

lunes todas las restricciones de viajes, vigentes desde hace tres décadas y liberó el envío de remesas de los cubanoamericanos 
con familiares en la isla. 

"El presidente encomendó a los secretarios de Estado, Tesoro y Comercio tomar las medidas necesarias para levantar 
todas las restricciones a individuos para que visiten familiares en Cuba y les envíen remesas'', indicó en rueda de prensa el 
portavoz de la Casa Blanca, Robert Gibbs poco después de las 3 p.m. 

El mandatario "ordenó que se tomen medidas para extender la mano a los cubanos para apoyar su deseo de gozar de 
derechos humanos básicos y determinar libremente el futuro de su país'', indicó Gibbs. 

El anuncio pone fin a varias semanas de especulaciones sobre la entrada en vigor de las medidas de liberalización 
respecto a Cuba, un compromiso establecido por Obama durante su campaña electoral. 

El levantamiento de restricciones beneficiará a 1.5 millones de cubanos y cubanoamericanos, que podrán viajar y mandar 
dinero de manera ilimitada a sus familiares a la isla. 

Se trata de un cambio trascendental después de tres décadas de restricciones, y a pocos días de la Cumbre de las 
Américas, que de viernes a domingo reunirá en Trinidad y Tobago, por primera vez, a Obama con sus homólogos 
latinoamericanos. 

Varios presidentes de la región han pedido a Estados Unidos que levante el embargo contra Cuba, pero esa decisión 
corresponde al Congreso. 

El portavoz de Obama dijo que "depende de las acciones del gobierno de Cuba'' si las medidas adoptadas por Washington 
mejoran las relaciones con el régimen castrista. 

Las medidas no van dirigidas al gobierno de La Habana, sino a mejorar las condiciones de vida de los cubanos, enfatizó 
en la rueda de prensa Dan Restrepo, responsable de política hacia América Latina en el Consejo de Seguridad Nacional. 

"El presidente desea ver mayor libertad para los cubanos'', dijo Gibbs, quien recordó que las medidas de este lunes 
concretan la promesa hecha por Obama durante su campaña para los cubanoestadounidenses, cuando dijo que esas personas 
pueden ser "los mejores embajadores para la libertad'' de su país. 

http://www.elnuevoherald.com/ultimas-noticias/story/426319.html
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Gibbs también señaló que Obama no tiene previsto levantar el embargo comercial contra la isla, vigente desde 1962, 
hasta tanto La Habana no dé muestras de democratización. 

Asimismo, este lunes Obama autorizó que compañías estadounidenses establezcan conexiones de fibra óptica y 
satelitales con Cuba y negocien con sus pares en la isla para ofrecer servicios de telefonía móvil. 

También pidió ampliar la lista de productos humanitarios que puedan ser enviados a la isla, dijo Gibbs. 
Se mantiene una prohibición para mandar dinero o regalos a funcionarios del régimen castrista, miembros del Ejército y 

del Partido Comunista. 
Los cubanoestadounidenses solamente habían podido viajar libremente a Cuba durante un período de menos de cinco 

años, entre 1979 y 1982. 
El Congreso estadounidense aprobó en marzo una ley presupuestaria que prohibía utilizar fondos públicos para restringir 

los viajes de cubanoestadounidenses a la isla. 
Hasta entonces, la legislación en vigor desde 2004, era que los cubanoestadounidenses sólo podían viajar una vez cada 

tres años a la isla, y podían enviar $300 cada tres meses. 
Esas restricciones fueron decretadas por el entonces presidente George W. Bush. 
Al ser un programa de restricciones establecido por decreto presidencial, Obama tiene la potestad de eliminarlo total o 

parcialmente. 
La decisión de Obama supone un gesto hacia Cuba en momentos en que el régimen castrista se ha mostrado también 

menos beligerante hacia Washington. 
Aunque no hay cifras fiables del envío de remesas a Cuba, en 2004 la cifra era de $400 a $800 millones anuales, según 

estimados extraoficiales. 
En diciembre pasado, los líderes del Grupo de Río reunidos en cumbre en Brasil en presencia del presidente cubano Raúl 

Castro, pidieron unánimemente el fin del embargo contra la isla. 

Obama Relaxes Travel Restrictions To Cuba (FT) 

By Edward Luce And Daniel Dombey 
Financial Times, April 14, 2009 
President Barack Obama on Monday took a big step towards relaxing sanctions on Cuba, lifting all travel and remittance 

restrictions on Cuban-Americans and permitting US telecoms companies to offer services directly to the island. 
The end of the restrictions, which Mr Obama promised during his campaign, means Cuban-Americans will be able to travel 

to the island state when they like, as opposed to once a year, and send as much money as they want to relatives, as opposed to 
$75 a month. Mr Obama also said he would permit Cuban-Americans to pay for US-provided telecoms services to relatives living 
in Cuba. 

ñClearly, the Obama administration is re-examining US policy towards Cuba,ò said Peter DeSchavo, analyst at the Centre 
for Strategic International Studies. ñIt would be an understatement to say that the embargo has not achieved what it was 
supposed to achieve.ò 

Mondayôs executive order, which comes as Mr Obama prepares for the Organisation of American States summit in Trinidad 
this weekend, is likely to fuel conservative criticism that Mr Obama is treating dictatorships too softly. Last week, he came under 
fire after the US said it would fully participate in multilateral talks with Iran. 

However, even with Mondayôs move, the trade embargo on Cuba will be left in place and non-Cuban Americans will still be 
unable to travel to the island. A 1996 law prohibits Washington from normalizing relations with Cuba while Fidel Castro, or his 
brother, Raul, are in charge. 

Analysts said Mondayôs step was the minimum necessary to ensure Mr Obama gets a good response at the summit, where 
the US will be the only country that lacks full diplomatic relations with Havana. Cubaôs OAS membership was suspended in 1962. 

US officials are keen to prevent disagreements over Cuba from disrupting relations with centrist leaders in Trinidad, or from 
aggravating tensions with left-wing figures such as Hugo Chavez, Venezuelan president. ñThe president will say that we are 
engaged in a continual evaluation of our policy and how that policy could help result in a change in Cuba that would bring about a 
democratic society there,ò Jeffrey Davidow, special adviser to Mr Obama for the summit, said last week. 

Calls for the US to rethink its five-decade-old embargo have grown since Fidel Castro formally stepped down as Cubaôs 
leader. 

Obama Allows Unlimited Travel To Cuba By Relatives (LAT) 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/798abd7e-2880-11de-8dbf-00144feabdc0.html
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Restrictions on money transfers to family members on the island are also lifted. Many trade restrictions remain in 
place. 

By Mark Silva And Tracy Wilkinson 
Los Angeles Times, April 14, 2009 
Reporting from Washington and Mexico City ð The Obama administration announced Monday that it would permit 

unlimited travel to Cuba by Cuban Americans and lift limits on transfers of money to relatives on the Caribbean island while 
keeping in place many long-standing U.S. trade restrictions. 

Obama's moves make good on a campaign promise and seek to take advantage of shifting winds in Havana as Raul 
Castro, who formally took over from his ailing brother Fidel a year ago, adopts limited reforms. They also serve to blunt pressure 
Obama was likely to face at this week's Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago, where Latin American leaders, who 
unanimously favor improved relations with the communist government, were expected to make the case to the U.S. president. 

Momentum has been building for change in U.S. policies toward Cuba, and Obama's decision marks a significant departure 
from past administrations. Still, it falls short of what many critics, in the U.S. and abroad, have been demanding. A bill before 
Congress would lift the travel ban on all Americans, not just Cuban Americans visiting family. 

White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said Monday that the State, Treasury and Commerce departments would lift all 
restrictions on the visits of family members to Cuba and remittances as a way to "help bridge the gap between divided Cuban 
families." The goal, he said, is to promote greater freedom and human rights in the nation run by the Castros for half a century. 

The measures will allow "families to visit families [and] allow families to send back some of their hard-earned money" to 
Cuba, Gibbs said, suggesting the president views closer relations among families as the key to a freer Cuba. 

Aides to Obama said relaxing the rules also represented an effort to aid Cubans by making them less dependent on the 
Castro government, while continuing to hold it to account through the embargo. 

In addition to easing travel and remittances, the new rules expand the list of gifts Cuban Americans can send to their 
families in Cuba and allow U.S. telecommunications companies to do business there. The Bush administration tightened 
restrictions on Cuban travel, limiting passage to the island to two weeks every three years for immediate family only. Under 
President Clinton, Cuban Americans could visit their relatives once a year. Bush had also restricted remittances to the sender's 
immediate family, with a cap of $300 quarterly. 

About 1.5 million Americans have relatives in Cuba. 
In his campaign for the White House, Obama had promised to ease travel restrictions, and the Democrat garnered an 

unusually high share of the Cuban American vote in Miami. 
Underscoring the changing politics of Florida's Cuban American community, the announcement drew support even from 

the state's Republican senator -- himself a Cuban American immigrant and former national GOP chairman who has backed 
tough anti-Castro policies. In a statement, Mel Martinez called the new policy "good news for Cuban families separated by the 
lack of freedom in Cuba." 

Still, Obama came under fire from some conservatives, who accused him of ceding too much ground to the Castro 
brothers. Republican U.S. Reps. Lincoln and Mario Diaz-Balart, brothers who each represent largely Cuban American districts in 
the Miami area, issued a joint statement charging that Obama was committing a serious mistake by unilaterally increasing Cuban 
American travel and remittance dollars. 

Travel by Americans who do not have family in Cuba remains prohibited, but there are several exemptions, including for 
journalists, academics and people on humanitarian missions. Others have long found ways around the prohibition, often entering 
Cuba from Mexico or Canada. 

Nowhere has the call for normalizing relations with Cuba been stronger than in Latin America, where Obama is venturing 
later this week for the first time in his presidency. After a stop in Mexico on Thursday, he is to travel to Trinidad for a meeting of 
34 of the hemisphere's heads of state and government. Cuba was not invited. 

Among Latin American leaders, policy on Cuba has become something of a litmus test to measure the U.S. president's 
commitment to improving tattered relations with the region. However, the Obama administration has been keen to prevent Cuba 
from dominating the summit agenda. 

Jeffrey Davidow, the White House special advisor on the summit, said the U.S. government would continue to stress 
human rights and democracy as factors influencing relations with Cuba. "The fact is, in today's hemisphere, Cuba is the odd man 
out," Davidow said last week. 

Josefina Vidal, head of the North American section of the Cuban Foreign Ministry, suggested it was the U.S. that is the odd 
man out. Shortly after Fidel Castro took power, Washington broke relations with Havana and persuaded most of the hemisphere 
to follow suit. Every country has since reversed itself, except the U.S. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-fg-cuba-policy14-2009apr14,0,785438.story
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"The U.S. is the one standing alone," Vidal said in a recent interview in Havana. "The policy of isolation has been defeated." 
In an unusual show of unity, a parade of Latin leaders has paid calls on President Raul Castro in recent months, calling for, 

at the least, rapprochement and, at the most, an end to the decades-old U.S. trade embargo. 
Obama has indicated that he wants to use the summit to launch a new era of goodwill in Latin America, following years of 

what many saw as neglect or hostility under the Bush administration. 
To succeed, he would have to show himself more receptive to Cuba, analysts and diplomats say. 
Whether the measures announced Monday are enough remains to be seen. 
Several U.S. lawmakers, especially from farm states, are also pushing for trade restrictions to be eased. Obama is 

maintaining them, saying they can serve as leverage for the U.S. to pressure Cuba to free political prisoners and enact 
democratic reforms. 

An embargo was formalized by the 1992 Cuban Democracy Act and the 1996 Helms-Burton law, which together bar most 
trade with Cuba. However, under a separate 2000 law, Congress allowed Cuba to purchase U.S. agricultural products on a cash-
only basis. 

Since then, Cuba has bought more than $2.5 billion in American agricultural and food products, including more than $1 
billion in 2007 and 2008 combined, according to the U.S.-Cuba Trade and Economic Council, which advocates trade between 
the two countries. 

As a result, experts estimate Cuba imports more food products from the U.S. than anywhere else. Under the 1992 law, 
U.S. firms may export healthcare products. 

The Cuban government says it is ready to talk to Washington but will not accept preconditions. 
The new rules broaden what can be shipped to Cuba as gifts, but it remains illegal to send money to senior government 

officials and Communist Party members. 
Under the rules, the Obama administration will also start issuing licenses to allow companies to provide cellphone and 

television services to Cubans and allow relatives in the U.S. to pay for those services for their families on the island. 
mdsilva@tribune.com 
wilkinson@latimes.com 
Times Mexico City Bureau chief Wilkinson was recently on assignment in Havana. Staff writer Peter Wallsten in 

Washington contributed to this report. 

U.S. Eases Firms' Access To Cuba (WSJ) 

Rules to Change for Telecom Companies; Communist Government's Approval Still Needed 
By Laura Meckler And Amy Schatz 
Wall Street Journal, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration said it would allow U.S. telecommunications companies to set up shop in 

Cuba, a step that may be mostly symbolic in the short term, as the president moves to take a new tack with Havana. 
The administration also said it was lifting, as expected, longtime restrictions that limited Cuban-American families' 

remittances and travel to the island. Under the new policy, they may visit Cuba as often as they like and send family as much 
money as they want. 

Together, the policy changes are aimed at opening up Cuba to U.S. influences, both to family members living here and to 
the broader world of television, radio, the Internet and telephone connections. 

U.S. companies would need the permission of the Cuban government to beam satellite-TV and radio programs onto the 
island, and there was no indication that such permission would be forthcoming. Rather, the White House cast the moves as a 
way to challenge the Cuban government to open itself up to the outside world. 

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic rights of all 
of its citizens," said White House press secretary Robert Gibbs. "President Obama believes the measure he has taken today will 
help make that goal a reality." 

Pressed on whether these moves represent a diplomatic overture to Cuba after nearly a half century of hostility, officials 
suggested they were taking the side of everyday Cubans who may resist the edicts of their government. 

"This is a step to extend a hand to the Cuban people, in support of their desire to determine their own future," said Dan 
Restrepo, senior director for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the National Security Council. "It's very important to help open up 
space, so the Cuban people can work on the kind of grass-roots democracy that is necessary to move Cuba to a better future." 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123964053392913899.html
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The administration is taking a step-by-step approach to Cuba, offering these moves early in President Barack Obama's 
term and challenging Cuba's leaders to open their political system. If Cuba responds, more direct diplomatic overtures -- such as 
greater American tourism and direct talks on immigration -- could be in the offing. 

Mr. Obama declined to make the announcement himself. But in another symbolic move, Mr. Restrepo translated the 
statement into Spanish from the briefing-room podium. It was believed to be the first time a language other than English was 
spoken from the White House press room. 

In making the changes to telecommunications rules, the administration will essentially eliminate some of the red tape that 
prevents U.S. companies from teaming up with local providers to offer phone services in Cuba, as they do in other Latin 
American countries. 

Telecommunications giants AT&T Inc., Verizon Communications Corp. and Sprint Nextel Corp. are among a handful of 
phone carriers currently allowed to exchange phone and Internet traffic with Cuba, albeit indirectly. 

The Obama administration is eliminating a traffic-routing restriction, which will make it easier for telecom companies to offer 
service directly to the island. The moves will also allow telecom providers to enter into roaming-service agreements with wireless 
phone providers in Cuba, to make it easier for Cuban-Americans to stay in touch with family. 

Last year, the Bush administration announced a new policy that allowed Americans to send cellphones to the island, but it 
was of limited benefit to some Cubans because of technical difficulties in getting the U.S. phones to work on the local wireless 
providers' networks. 

The Bush policy would continue under the Obama administration. U.S. residents would also be allowed to pay for phone, 
Internet, satellite-TV and radio services for people in Cuba under the new guidelines. 

Alberto Gonzalez, a spokesman for the Cuban Interests Section, the Cuban government's representative in Washington, 
said Cuba did not have an immediate response to Monday's announcement. He added, though, that in his opinion, 
implementation of the policies would require the U.S. to establish diplomatic relations with Cuba . 

Improved access to the Cuban market has hardly been on the top of phone and satellite companies' wish lists, partly 
because the market is small. But the policy shift could lead to more investment in fiber-optic lines to the island. 

Christopher King, a wireless-industry analyst with Stifel Nicolaus & Co., said in a research note that Cuba would be viewed 
as an attractive new market for carriers. 

Write to Laura Meckler at laura.meckler@wsj.com and Amy Schatz at Amy.Schatz@wsj.com 

Obama Lifts Broad Set Of Sanctions Against Cuba (WP) 

Barriers for U.S. Relatives And Telecoms Struck Down 
By Michael D. Shear And Cecilia Kang 
Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
President Obama yesterday announced a series of steps aimed at easing the U.S. relationship with Cuba, breaking from 

policies first imposed by the Kennedy administration and stepping into an emotional debate over the best way to bring democratic 
change to one of the last remaining communist regimes. 

White House officials said the decision to lift travel and spending restrictions on Americans with family on the island will 
provide new support for the opponents of Raul and Fidel Castro's government. And they said lifting the ban on U.S. 
telecommunications companies reaching out to the island will flood Cuba with information while providing new opportunities for 
businesses. 

Obama left in place the broad trade embargo imposed on Cuba in 1962. But just days before leaving to attend a summit 
with the leaders of South and Central America, he reversed restrictions that barred U.S. citizens from visiting their Cuban 
relatives more than once every three years and lifted limits on the amount of money and goods Cuban Americans can send back 
to their families. 

He also cleared away virtually all U.S. regulations that had stopped American companies from attempting to bring their 
high-tech services and information to the island. 

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic rights of all 
of its citizens," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said yesterday in announcing the new Cuba policy. "President Obama 
believes the measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality." 

Under the new rules, officials say, there is likely to be an explosion of new charter flights to the island, and direct 
commercial flights could follow. Gifts and money will flow freely from U.S. relatives for the first time. And the announcement could 
open the door for the American information revolution to enter the island nation -- in the form of Howard Stern on Sirius radio, 
iPhones and Wikipedia. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041302965.html?hpid=topnews
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The moves were hailed by many advocates of greater openness toward the regime, including the business community, 
which sees new opportunities for commerce. But it was immediately criticized by those on the right and the left who said it either 
went too far or not far enough. 

Reps. Lincoln and Mario Diaz-Balart, brothers and Florida Republicans who are from Cuba, issued a joint statement calling 
the move a "serious mistake" that represents a concession to a repressive regime. They said the money flowing into Cuba would 
reach communist leaders, not the people. 

"President Obama has violated his pledge of January 20 by unilaterally granting a concession to the dictatorship which will 
provide it with hundreds of millions of dollars annually," their statement said. "Unilateral concessions to the dictatorship embolden 
it to further isolate, imprison and brutalize pro-democracy activists." 

On the other side of the issue, Carlos Pascual, director of foreign policy at the Brookings Institution, praised the policy shift 
as a good first step that recognizes what he called 50 years of failed policy toward Cuba. 

But Pascual, who was born in Cuba and came to the United States at age 3, said democratic change in the country will not 
come until the U.S. trade embargo is lifted. Most nations now have diplomatic relations with Cuba, leaving the United States 
virtually alone in its attempts to enforce the embargo. 

"It isn't enough," said Pascual, who has been mentioned as a possible candidate to be U.S. ambassador to Mexico. "In and 
of itself, it's not going to produce a radical change in Cuba. But it's a recognition that a change is necessary." 

White House officials cast the policy shift as the beginning of a change in direction that Obama signaled when he was a 
candidate. During the campaign, Obama promised to ease travel restrictions and said he was open to dialogue with the Castro 
regime without "preconditions." 

Gibbs said the ball is now in Cuba's court. 
"The president has made clear that he is willing to talk to our adversaries," Gibbs said, adding: "I do think there are steps 

that we would -- that the Cuban government can and must take." 
There are some indications the Cuban leaders are ready to do that. Last week, a delegation from the Congressional Black 

Caucus visited Cuba and met face to face with Fidel Castro, spending 1 1/2 hours with him at his home. 
According to Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.), one of the three delegation members, Castro told them Cuba is open to talks with 

the Obama administration "without preconditions." In an online column before the meeting, Castro wrote that "we are not afraid of 
dialogue with the United States," adding: "That is the only way to achieve friendship and peace between peoples." 

The Obama administration had telegraphed for weeks that the travel and money restrictions would be lifted. But the new 
rules for telecommunications firms were a surprise and sent stock prices of several companies higher in trading yesterday. 

The changes do not alter the Cuban government's long-standing efforts to hinder foreign companies operating on the 
island. But U.S. firms will no longer face American restrictions against building underwater fiber pipes or beaming satellite signals 
to Cuba. Satellite radio and television operators can now try to bring their content to residents there. And cellphone operators will 
be able to pursue partnerships with Cuba's local network operators for roaming contracts so U.S. customers can use their 
phones while on the island. 

The changes will challenge the nation's monopoly telecommunications service provider from Venezuela, analysts said. 
"Once you begin getting the system in and begin moving bits there, lots of things become possible that weren't before," said 

Steven Clemons, director of the foreign policy program at the New America Foundation. 
Industry giants AT&T and Verizon, along with the major telecom and wireless trade groups, declined to comment, saying 

they were waiting for more details on how firms will be able to offer their services to the nation. 
But analysts say the potential business to supply Cuba's estimated 12 million residents with cellphone, Internet, and 

satellite television and radio service could be a boon for U.S. telecoms. 
A report by Research and Markets, which follows telecommunications trends in Latin America, said Cuba has the lowest 

rate of cellphone and Internet use in Latin America. Cuba began to offer cellphone service last April, under President Raul 
Castro, who was handed power by his brother Fidel. 

Loosening Of Cuba Embargo Could Mean Huge Possibilities For U.S. Businesses (LAT) 

The policy shift could lead to telecom deals and more air travel, among other opportunities. The degree of access 
that Cuba will offer, however, is still in question. 

By Peter Pae And Alana Semuels 
Los Angeles Times, April 14, 2009 
Airline flights. Phone service. Money transfers. 

http://www.latimes.com/la-fi-cuba-impact14-2009apr14,0,189504.story
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Those are among enticing new or expanded business opportunities seen ahead for U.S. companies with Monday's 
loosening of the U.S. embargo with Cuba. 

"This is a big deal; it's a significant change in U.S. policy," said former Ambassador David A. Gross, the U.S. coordinator for 
international communications and information policy and a partner at law firm Wiley Rein. 

Though the announcement by the Obama administration signaled thawing of relations with the communist nation, 
questions remain about what kind of access to the island market Cuba will allow U.S. companies. 

Telecommunications businesses will now potentially be able to enter into roaming agreements with Cuban carriers -- if the 
Cuban government agrees, Gross said. That means Cuban Americans could send U.S. cellphones to their relatives, who will be 
able to make roaming calls on them and communicate with friends and family in the U.S. 

And the latest policy shift has raised prospects that travel restrictions could be lifted for everyone, fueling a surge in tourism. 
About 1.5 million Americans, including about 85,000 Cuban Americans who live in Los Angeles, have relatives on the island. 

"This is definitely a step in the right direction for the airline industry and for the travel industry," said Michael Zuccato, 
general manager for Cuba Travel Services, a Long Beach agency that specializes in booking travel to the island. With the 
loosening of travel restrictions, the company said it was working to return direct charter flights from Los Angeles to Havana in 
June or July. The flights were eliminated after the Bush administration tightened restrictions in 2004. 

"But the big thing will be when the restriction is lifted for everyone. You'll see a tremendous boost in tourism," he said. 
U.S. airlines are currently restricted from operating regularly scheduled flights, and planes chartered by federally licensed 

travel agencies will still be the only way for Cuban Americans to visit the island. 
Americans without families in Cuba can travel to the island only if the visit is related to agriculture, a sporting event or for 

humanitarian missions. Journalists can also travel to Cuba. 
Several U.S. carriers said it was too early for them to know what kind of effect the new policies would have on air travel to 

Cuba. 
"It is a little bit too premature to say exactly what kind of opportunities this will present to Delta or to any other U.S. carrier," 

said Carlos Santos, a Delta Air Lines Inc. spokesman. "The industry is waiting for details and seeing how this will be 
implemented." 

The biggest immediate effect could be with satellite TV and radio companies such as Sirius XM Radio Inc., which could 
potentially provide service to Cubans, Gross said. 

There is potential for significant growth in Cuba's telecom industry. 
According to 2007 statistics from the International Telecommunications Union, 11% of Cuba's population subscribes to 

telephone services, and only about 2% of the population subscribes to cellphone service. 
Fewer than 1 of every 100 Cubans is a broadband subscriber, even though 12% of the population use the Internet. 
As a matter of comparison, in the Dominican Republic, 56% of the population subscribed to cellphone service and there 

were two broadband subscribers for every 100 inhabitants. 
With any of these services, however, companies will have to wait for the Cuban government to issue licenses -- if it decides 

to do so at all. 
The administration also said Monday that it would allow U.S. telecom providers to establish fiber-optic cable services linking 

the United States and Cuba. 
If Cuba approves of a fiber-optic connection, there are dozens of companies that could benefit by building and operating 

this connection, which could provide lower-cost telephone, Internet and video services to Cuba. 
"This is a sea change in U.S. policy," Gross said. 
"Now it's up to the Cuban government to let its people have access to this type of goods and services." 
The administration also will now allow computers, software and phones to be donated to Cuba without a license. 
Many U.S. wireless companies were mum Monday about how they planned to react to the policy changes. 
"We're certainly going to study the administration's proposal, but beyond that, we can't comment," said Geoff Mordock, an 

AT&T Inc. spokesman. 
peter.pae@latimes.com 
alana.semuels@latimes.com 

U.S. Removes Ban On Communications Firms Entering Cuba  (MH) 

By John Dorschner  
Miami Herald, April 14, 2009 

http://www.miamiherald.com/1460/story/998005.html
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The Obama administration removed Monday many of the embargo constraints on American companies concerning 
communication services to Cuba or within the island. 

The new policy allows U.S. companies to establish fiber-optic and satellite links to Cuba as well as letting them license 
roaming agreements for cellphones on the island. Radio and TV satellite companies can also provide services directly to Cuban 
citizens. 

Americans will now be able to send Cubans cellphones, computers, software and satellite receivers, the White House 
reported. Last year, the Bush administration authorized Cuban-Americans to send cell phones to family members, but the 
Obama announcement doesn't restrict the gifts to relatives. 

The White House said the idea was to remove any U.S. limits to free expression on the island. ''There are some steps that 
the Cuban government can and must take,'' said presidential spokesman Robert Gibbs at an afternoon press conference. 

American companies responded cautiously to the policy change, and an expert was skeptical about how much the new 
policy could do. 

''We will look at any change in U.S. policy very closely, and should a new market opportunity arise in Cuba, carefully 
consider our options,'' said DirecTV senior vice president Jon Gieselman. 

AT&T, Verizon and Sirius Radio had no immediate comments. 
Enrique Lopez, who runs AKL Group, an international telecommunications company in Coral Gables, doubted that the 

Cuban government would allow much in the way of more open communications. ''Anything that attempts to bypass government 
control will be politely rejected,'' he said. 

Eight U.S. companies are licensed by the Federal Communication Commission to provide long-distance service to Cuba 
through cable or satellite, including AT&T and Verizon. It's not clear how many actually provide the service, however. 

Communications within the island have long been limited. The Cuba Factbook of the Central Intelligence Agency reports 
that in 2007 the 11.4 million citizens had one million phones. The International Telecommunications Union reports that 11.5 
percent of citizens had access to the Internet in 2008, although the CIA says many of those have quasi-illegal status by obtaining 
stolen passwords intended for hotel guests. 

The CIA reported that Cubans owned 198,000 cellphones in 2007. In March 2008, Cuba lifted its ban on private citizens 
owning cellphones, but it's unclear how much that change has increased usage. 

Miami Herald business writer Monica Hatcher and Associated Press contributed to this report. 

US Eases Cuban Travel, Money Restraints (AP) 

By Robert Burns 
Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON ï In a measured break with a half-century of U.S. policy toward communist Cuba, the Obama 

administration lifted restrictions Monday on Cuban-Americans who want to travel and send money to their island homeland. 
In a further gesture of openness, U.S. telecommunications firms were freed to seek business there, too. But the broader 

U.S. trade embargo remained in place. 
The White House portrayed its changes, which fulfilled one of President Barack Obama's campaign promises, as a path to 

promoting personal freedom in one of the few remaining communist nations. They also marked another major step away from 
the foreign policy priorities of the Bush administration. 

But the moves fell far short of the more drastic policy adjustments that some ð including Republican Sen. Richard Lugar ð 
have argued are required to promote U.S. interests in Latin America and to bring about change in Cuba. For most Americans, 
Cuba remains the only country in the world their government prohibits them from visiting ð a barrier to potential travelers as well 
as to the Cuban tourist industry that would like to see them. 

Cubans welcomed the changes but said more should be done. 
"It's help that the people really need," Fermina Gonzalez, a 46-year-old housewife in the leafy Havana neighborhood of 

Vedado, said of the ending of limits on money sent by Cuban-Americans. "Right now, we have to work lots of jobs just to make 
ends meet." 

But few Cubans expect Obama to end the trade embargo or allow American tourists to visit the island without limits. 
"He should do more and lift travel restrictions for all Americans," said Alberto Sal, a 68-year-old retiree. "Until he does that, I 

don't think he's doing much." 
Lifting or substantially easing the economic embargo, as set forth in the Cuban Assets Control Regulations and 

administered by the Treasury Department, would require legislative action by Congress. The White House made no mention of 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090413/ap_on_go_pr_wh/us_cuba
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any intention to seek such changes; Obama said as a presidential candidate that the embargo was a form of leverage to press 
for democratic reforms in Cuba. 

Julia Sweig, director of Latin studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, described Obama's changes as "teensy, weensy" 
and said they appear to be driven more by domestic political calculations that by foreign policy considerations. 

"This is a cautious first step by a president whose political advisers are looking at the Florida electoral vote," she said in a 
telephone interview, "and who are not looking at this as a matter of foreign policy. That's the big problem with Cuba policy. We 
have a policy toward Miami and not toward Havana." 

Sweig added, however, that Obama's decision to authorize more telecommunications links with Cuba was a "potentially 
significant opening," particularly if the Cuban government follows through and allows those connections. 

Jose Miguel Vivanco of Human Rights Watch welcomed the Cuba announcement but said more should be done. 
"If President Obama is serious about promoting change in Cuba, this executive order must be part of a larger shift away 

from the U.S.'s unilateral approach toward the Cuban government," Vivanco said. 
Taking the other side, three Democratic lawmakers wrote in a letter to Obama on Monday that his decisions would have 

"devastating consequences." 
They said the Cuban government takes 30 cents of every dollar in U.S. remittances that enters the country as a usury fee. 
"This income facilitates the regime's finance of its repressive state security apparatus," they wrote. The letter was signed by 

Reps. Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Florida and Albio Sires and Robert Andrews of New Jersey. They recommended a more 
calibrated approach: doubling the amount of allowable money transfers to family members in Cuba rather than allowing unlimited 
transfers. 

American policy toward Cuba has been frozen since 1962, when the Kennedy administration broadened a partial trade 
embargo imposed by the Eisenhower administration the previous year. The original aim was to bring down Fidel Castro's Marxist 
government at a time when U.S.-backed exiles mounted the failed Bay of Pigs invasion and Soviet missiles in Cuba pushed the 
world close to nuclear war. 

Sporadic congressional efforts to end the embargo since then have failed, largely due to the political influence of powerful 
Cuban exiles, mostly in Florida, who are determined to isolate Cuba, strangle its economy and force Castro out. 

Castro, now 82, ceded the presidency to his brother last year due to illness. Raul Castro, 77, shows no sign of making any 
fundamental changes. 

The White House portrayed the lifting of travel restrictions and money transfers to family members in Cuba ð coupled with 
the telecommunications changes ð as steps to bridge the gap among divided Cuban families. 

"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic rights of all 
of its citizens," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said in announcing the decision. "President Obama believes the 
measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality." 

It had been known for more than a week that the White House would announce the Cuba changes in advance of Obama's 
attendance this weekend at a Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. Cuba is excluded from that gathering of 34 heads 
of government, but a number of participants are expected to use the session as an opportunity to press the U.S. to improve 
relations with Havana. 

There has been a growing chorus of congressional advocates for change in U.S. policy toward Cuba. In February, Sen. 
Lugar, R-Ind., issued a report based on a Senate Foreign Relations Committee staff visit to Havana that called for a repeal of the 
family travel and money transfer restrictions. 

Lugar's report also urged congressional action to remove all U.S. travel restrictions, not just those for Cuban-Americans. 
Further, it advocated lifting travel restrictions on Cuban diplomats in Washington, who are not allowed to journey outside the 
capital area. It said this would encourage a reciprocal lifting of Cuban restrictions on U.S. diplomats, improving the U.S. 
government's ability to understand more fully the conditions that exist on the entire island. 

Separately on Monday, a U.S. religious freedom watchdog group said it had been forced to call off a fact-finding trip after 
the Cuban government did not issue visas to its delegation. The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom said the 
visas had been applied for weeks earlier and it had received no explanation for why they were not granted. 

After Obama Olive Branch, Next Move Is Cuba's  (MH) 

By Lesley Clark  
Miami Herald, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration's lifting of travel restrictions on Cuban Americans marks the most significant 

overture toward the island nation by an American president in decades. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/cuba/travel/story/995982.html
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The advantages for Cuban Americans eager to visit family members on the island more frequently are obvious -- as are the 
benefits for Cuba's cash-starved government: hundreds of millions of dollars in additional income yearly from exiles visiting family 
members and dropping money on flights, lodging, meals and gifts for relatives. 

But the gain for the administration -- and President Barack Obama's campaign pledge to bring ``libertad'' to Cubans on the 
island -- may be some time coming, if at all. As 10 other American presidents have discovered, the Castro regime is not 
interested in relaxing its grip on power. 

Experts on Cuba-U.S. relations say pressure on the Obama administration from Latin America and Europe to bring Cuba in 
from the cold, combined with congressional efforts to ease sanctions and Havana's storied resistance to the United States, may 
lead Raúl Castro's government to consider itself in a position of strength. 

Yet Obama represents a potential challenge for a Cuban regime headed by white septuagenarians. The majority of Cuba's 
population is black or of mixed race, and the young U.S. president is popular among everyday Cubans, which may prod Havana 
into acknowledging, however slightly, his gesture. 

''There is a concern [among Cuban leaders] that if they don't respond somehow to Obama's overture, it will be seen as a 
slight,'' said Jaime Suchlicki, director of the University of Miami's Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies. ``The 
president is talking about talking to everyone, so they can't be entirely recalcitrant. They'll play the game a little bit.'' 

NO GRAND MOVE 
Yet, Suchlicki and other Cuba watchers believe that Havana is unlikely to reciprocate with any grand move, beyond 

perhaps releasing a few political prisoners or shedding some of the bureaucracy it imposes on Cuban Americans traveling to the 
island. Changing Cuba's economic and political system has long been a nonstarter. 

''So, the question is, is the U.S. going to be satisfied with token gestures, or do they want more?'' Suchlicki said. ``We are 
dealing with a hardened dictatorship. They're not going to step down for Obama.'' 

Criticized by his rivals during the presidential campaign for suggesting that he would meet with Raúl Castro without 
preconditions, Obama pledged during a campaign speech in Miami to focus his Cuba policy on libertad -- freedom. 

''The road to freedom for all Cubans must begin with justice for Cuba's political prisoners, the right of free speech, a free 
press, freedom of assembly, and it must lead to elections that are free and fair,'' he said then. ``That is my commitment.'' 

Obama is widely expected this week to lift the remaining restrictions on Cuban family travel and remittances to the island. 
Asked what the White House expects in return, a State Department spokeswoman said the administration ``hope[s] to see 
evidence that the government of Cuba has committed itself to addressing disparities among its citizens in the enjoyment of 
human rights and economic opportunities.'' 

One unpredictable factor may be the resurgence of Fidel Castro, said Brian Latell, a senior research associate at UM's 
Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies. The aging leader met at his home last week with a delegation of black U.S. 
lawmakers and proclaimed himself interested in helping Obama succeed. 

Obama Removes Barriers To Cuba (WT) 

By Jon Ward 
Washington Times, April 14, 2009 
President Obama on Monday lifted the most stringent Bush-era restrictions on trade, travel and remittances to Cuba and 

opened the door for new U.S. telecommunications deals on the island, in a move that signaled a different approach to the 
communist regime and was seen as heading off a potential issue of contention at a major hemispheric summit later this week. 

"We're getting the United States out of the business of regulating the relationship between Cuban families," said Dan 
Restrepo, the president's top adviser on Latin American issues at the National Security Council. 

"The Cuban government should get itself out of the way and allow Cuban families to support Cuban families. And that 
creates the kind of space, in our view, that is necessary to move Cuba forward to a free and democratic Cuba," he said. 

The administration rolled back some restrictions on family travel and remittances imposed by the Bush administration and 
then went further, dropping barriers to U.S. satellite and cellular phone companies conducting business in Cuba. 

The telecom move is a gamble for both the U.S. and Cuba. It could enrich the Cuban government but would require it to 
open what has been a closed and totalitarian country to outside communication via cell phones, television and radio. 

There was general approval of the president's decision from lawmakers and advocacy groups, a decision that fulfilled a 
promise made by Mr. Obama during the presidential campaign. Disagreement remains over whether to take further action on 
pulling down travel, trade and business barriers between the U.S. and Cuba. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/14/obama-removes-barriers-to-cuba/
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Bills to allow all Americans to travel to Cuba have been introduced in both chambers of Congress, but the White House 
studiously avoided taking a position on whether or not it supports such a move, or whether it would be in favor of lifting all trade 
restrictions. 

Mr. Restrepo called the steps announced Monday "the most effective under the current circumstances," though he also 
said that U.S. policy toward Cuba is "not frozen in time." 

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said that the president's decision was "in no way designed to, or done in a way 
to, quell so-called pressure," but the announcement came days before Mr. Obama departs for the Summit of the Americas in 
Trinidad and Tobago, a trip that will be preceded on Thursday and Friday by a trip to Mexico. 

Mr. Obama's easing of the restrictions shows that he is "willing to change policies that have not worked in the past and talk 
to our enemies rather than try to isolate them," said Stan Marcuss, who worked on U.S.-Cuba policy for President Carter when 
the White House removed almost all travel barriers. He now works at the law firm Bryan Cave LLP. 

"I think there's a big appetite for that in Latin America and around the world," he said. 
Latin America also is home to a cadre of foreign leaders, led by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, who are antagonistic 

toward the U.S. and grew increasingly so during the Bush years. These leaders view former Cuban dictator Fidel Castro as an 
icon, and there is a general feeling among many Latin American countries that the U.S. should cooperate more with the Cuban 
government, which has been headed by Mr. Castro's brother Raul for the past year. 

Even many anti-Castro groups think President George W. Bush's hard-line positions - which were enacted in 2004 in 
response to a crackdown on dissidents in Cuba - did more harm than good. 

The Bush administration restrictions being lifted by Mr. Obama penalized the Cuban people but not the government, said 
Camila Ruiz-Gallardo, a spokeswoman for the Cuban American National Foundation. 

"It was more difficult for people to grow independent of the state, to allow people to think and act freely independent of the 
state, and it hurt our ability to help opposition groups or human rights groups," said Ms. Ruiz-Gallardo. "Unless they're a family 
member, you can't send them money. So it was counterproductive to the process of helping to precipitate a transition to 
democracy." 

Since 2004, travel to Cuba has been limited to once every three years for Cuban-Americans, and their visits have been 
limited to nuclear family members and could not last more than 14 days. Remittances also were limited in 2004 to immediate 
family members. 

Mr. Obama's changes will allow Cuban-Americans to travel back to the island to visit extended family as far removed as 
second cousins and will eliminate time limitations for those visits. It also will allow remittances to be sent to extended family 
households as long as they do not include senior Cuban government or Communist Party officials. 

The remittance limit of $300 every three months was eliminated, and the amount a Cuban American traveling to Cuba 
could carry with him or her was changed from $300 back to $3,000, the amount allowed before the 2004 tightening of restrictions. 

Remittances from the U.S. to Cuba have amounted to between $500 million and $1 billion annually, according to reports in 
the past few years by the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba and the Government Accountability Office. 

If more steps are taken in the future to ease restrictions, Mr. Marcuss said, they likely would involve easing restrictions on 
the sale of agricultural products and medical equipment to purchasers in Cuba. 

Sen. Max Baucus, Montana Democrat, whose state is one of the largest producers of U.S. beef, called the Obama decision 
"a good first step," but said the U.S. "can and should do more." 

"I urge the president to relax restrictions on the sale of U.S. agriculture products to Cuba. We need to make it easier for 
America's farmers and ranchers to sell their high quality products, including Montana's world-class wheat and barley, to one of 
our closest markets," he said. 

Rep. Jeff Flake, Arizona Republican, said Mr. Obama's decision was "the first step in lifting travel restrictions for all 
Americans. "The administration has done what it can; congressional action is needed to take the next step," he said. 

Groups such as CANF oppose lifting the broader travel ban, however. 
Maintaining a travel ban for all Americans, however, keeps U.S. money out of tourist hotels and attractions that are largely 

run by the Cuban government. The Cuban government takes about 95 percent of wages from workers in most tourist hotels, Ms. 
Ruiz-Gallardo said. 

"It's slave labor, and we'd be directly supporting that practice by allowing tourist travel," she said. "We'd be aiding the Cuban 
regime in repressing its own people." 

Though family visits enrich the Castro regime less than tourist travel does, it does add to the government's coffers. A study 
by the Commission for Assistance for a Free Cuba showed that in 2003, about 125,000 family visits to Cuba brought about $96 
million to the Castro government. 
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Mr. Obama avoided making the announcement himself Monday, sending out Mr. Restrepo and Mr. Gibbs to break the 
news. Mr. Restrepo, who is half Colombian, spoke for several minutes entirely in Spanish. The White House said it was the first 
time to its knowledge that an administration made an announcement fully in a foreign language. 

Mr. Gibbs denied that Mr. Obama's absence from the announcement was in any way strategic or a product of White House 
"choreography," but moments later pointed out that the White House wanted Mr. Restrepo to make the announcement in 
Spanish for specific reasons. 

"I don't know Spanish, the president knows a few words of Spanish. But I think what's important today is we're doing this in 
a way ... so that Cuban Americans can hear loud and clear the steps that the president is taking," Mr. Gibbs said. "That image 
that is beamed in there today is in a language that they can all understand and take heart in." 

Cuba has been under communist rule since 1959, when Fidel Castro took power in a coup. His brother, Raul, is currently 
president but has not brought the kind of democratic change to the island that many in the U.S. hoped. 

The U.S. first imposed travel and trade restrictions in 1962 and has maintained these since then except for the five years 
when Mr. Carter eliminated the restrictions, which were then reinstated by President Reagan. 

Polls have shown growing support among Americans for ending the travel ban, for resuming diplomatic relations with Cuba 
and for ending the trade embargo. 

Obama Eases Travel, Money Transfers For Cuban-Americans (USAT) 

By Alan Gomez And David Jackson 
USA Today, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON ð As political leaders debate President Obama's decision Monday to significantly alter U.S. policy toward 

Cuba, Lourdes Castro is clearing her calendar. 
The Miami cosmetologist has a brother, sister and plenty of cousins back in her home city of Havana. She visited them last 

July and wouldn't have been eligible to see them again until 2011 under restrictions enacted under the Bush administration. Now, 
Castro is already planning her return. 

"I'm going to go as often as I can," said Castro, 52, who is not related to Cuban President Rau´l Castro, or his brother, 
Fidel. "I'm so happy." 

Obama's wide-ranging order wipes out the restriction that limited Cuban Americans to one trip every three years to the 
island. They can fly down as often as they want. Also under the new policy, Cuban Americans can send unlimited amounts of 
money to relatives in Cuba. The Bush policy limited these remittances to $1,200 a year. 

Tessie Aral is president of ABC Charters, which operates direct flights from Miami to Havana and other Cuban cities. She 
said she had to lay off about 30% of her staff in 2004 when the Bush administration implemented the travel restrictions. 

Although there was no rush to the airport after the White House announcement Monday, Aral said she's waiting for it. 
"They're making their plans to go," she said. "This is important. I definitely see more flights for the future." 
News of Obama's decision had not spread Monday afternoon in Cuba, where state-controlled media are the main sources 

of information. 
Vladimiro Roca predicts the reaction will be huge. The former economist, who has been jailed for his opposition to the 

Castro regime, said Cubans already had a positive impression of Obama. 
"We will continue suffering, but the suffering will be less. The people are going to appreciate this," Roca said by phone from 

his Havana home. 
Some Cuban Americans, including members of Congress from Florida, said more travel and aid will only embolden Cuba's 

communist rulers. A joint statement from Reps. Lincoln and Mario Diaz-Balart, Florida Republicans who are Cuban American, 
called Monday's move a "serious mistake." 

"Unilateral concessions to the dictatorship embolden it to further isolate, imprison and brutalize pro-democracy activists," 
the statement read. 

Obama has said he has no plans of altering the U.S. trade embargo on Cuba ð enacted in 1962 after the United States 
cut off diplomatic relations with Fidel Castro's government ð until he sees some change in the economic and political system. 
Amnesty International says hundreds of Cubans are serving prison terms simply for voicing their opposition to the regime. 

The new Cuba policy comes days before Obama attends a summit with Latin American leaders who have urged the United 
States to moderate its stance toward Cuba's communist government. 

Frank Calzon, executive director of the Arlington, Va.-based Center for a Free Cuba, said the order will take much of the 
pressure off Obama and puts the onus to change squarely on Rau´l Castro. 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2009-04-13-obama-cuba_N.htm
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"(Obama) has positioned himself so he can go to this meeting and say, 'OK, my friends, I have taken the first step. Now it's 
up to you to put the pressure on the Cuban government,' " Calzon said. 

Obama expanded the list of things that can be sent to Cuba, such as clothing, personal hygiene items and fishing gear. 
The policy still prohibits sending items to senior Cuban government officials and Communist Party members. Telecommunication 
companies can seek cellphone and television services linking Cuba and the USA. 

The goal is to enhance freedom by giving Cubans some independence from their government, said Dan Restrepo, senior 
director for Western Hemisphere affairs at the National Security Council. 

"It's very important to help open up space so the Cuban people can work on the kind of grass-roots democracy that is 
necessary to move Cuba to a better future," he said. 

Obama Lifts Limits On Travel To Cuba (POL) 

By Carol E. Lee 
The Politico, April 14, 2009 
President Barack Obama has decided to lift restrictions on travel and money transfers by Cuban Americans to the island 

nation, but is keeping in place a broader trade embargo. 
The administrationôs policy shift effectively rolls back stricter restrictions on travel and remittances that were enacted in 2004 

under the Bush administration. 
The one aspect of Obamaôs new policy that caught some observers by surprise is a stipulation that authorizes U.S. 

telecommunications companies to operate cell phone services in Cuba and license satellite television and radio companies to 
provide service to Cubans. 

Obamaôs senior director of western hemisphere affairs, Daniel Restrepo, conceded that the Cuban government could stop 
part of the administrationôs telecommunications initiative. 

But the change, like the others announced Monday, is designed to pressure the Castro government to make changes and 
take some of the blame for the standstill in U.S.-Cuba relations off the United States. 

ñPresident Obama has directed that a series of steps be taken to reach out to the Cuban people to support their desire to 
enjoy basic human rights and to freely determine their country's future," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said. 

Obamaôs decision Monday follows through on one of Obamaôs campaign promises to ease restrictions on travel and 
sending money to Cuba. Obama avoided taking a hard line on Cuba during the campaign, tapping into the more moderate views 
of younger Cuban Americans and newer exiles. 

Obamaôs policy change drew strong rebuke from traditional hard line supporters of the U.S. embargo. 
But a CNN poll last week found that two-thirds of Americans think the United States should lift its travel ban on Cuba, and 

three-quarters support relations with the island. 

Cuban-American Lawmakers Blast Obama's Move (HILL) 

By Ian Swanson 
The Hill, April 14, 2009 
Two Cuban-American GOP lawmakers blasted President Obamaôs decision Monday to allow more travel by Cuban-

Americans to the island. 
Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.) and Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.) said Obamaôs move was a ñserious mistakeò and a 

concession to a dictatorship that has increased its repression of pro-democracy activists. Besides lifting the travel restrictions, 
Obama said he would allow Cuban-Americans to transfer money to relatives in Cuba. 

ñPresident Obama has committed a serious mistake by unilaterally increasing Cuban-American travel and remittance 
dollars for the Cuban dictatorship,ò the two congressmen said in a joint statement. 

ñUnilateral concessions to the dictatorship embolden it to further isolate, imprison and brutalize pro-democracy activists, to 
continue to dictate which Cubans and Cuban-Americans are able to enter the island, and this unilateral concession provides the 
dictatorship with critical financial support,ò the two said in their statement. 

The Diaz-Balart brothers are among the toughest advocates in Congress of a hard-line approach to Cubaôs government. 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart was born in Cuba and fled the country with his family after Fidel Castroôs revolution. 

Democrats unsuccessfully tried to knock off both GOP lawmakers in last fallôs elections, and the two faced their most 
serious challenges in years. 

Obama won the state of Florida in 2008, partly by winning the Hispanic vote. President Bush had won a majority of the 
Hispanic vote in 2004. 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0409/21202.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/cuban-american-lawmakers-blast-obamas-move-2009-04-13.html
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Another Florida Republican, Rep. Connie Mack, criticized Obama for making the "unilateral" change but said the U.S. 
should find ways to "strengthen the bonds" of families torn apart by the Castro regime. 

ñPresident Obama, however, should not make any unilateral change in Americaôs policy toward Cuba. Instead, Congress 
should vigorously debate these and other ideas before any substantive policy changes are implemented," Mack said. 

Lawmakers who favor lifting the economic embargo against Cuba, including Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) and Rep. Jeff 
Flake (D-Ariz.), said Obama had taken a good first step. 

Obamaôs moves on Monday were widely anticipated ahead of the Summit of the Americas meeting at the end of this week 
in Trinidad and Tobago. A host of Latin American leaders had urged Obama to change U.S. policy toward Cuba. 

Some had hoped Obama might go further by loosening rules to allow cultural and educational trips to Cuba by Americans. 
This story was updated at 4:33 p.m. 

Cuban-American Lawmakers Blast Travel Plan (RC) 

By Jackie Kucinich, Roll Call Staff 
Roll Call, April 14, 2009 
Two Cuban-American House Republicans blasted President Barack Obama on Monday for his plan to relax some of the 

travel restrictions on Cuba, charging that the move violates a pledge he made in his inaugural address. 
Florida Reps. Mario and Lincoln Diaz-Balart said in a joint release that the administrationôs decision to lift travel restrictions 

for Cuban-Americans and make it easier for them to send financial assistance to family members still living on the island was a 
ñserious mistake.ò 

ñDespite the Cuban dictatorship increasing its repression of pro-democracy activists, torturing countless prisoners of 
conscience, and refusing to allow human rights activists and observers into the country, President Obama has violated his pledge 
of January 20 by unilaterally granting a concession to the dictatorship which will provide it with hundreds of millions of dollars 
annually,ò they said, adding that lifting the restrictions would bring ñtravel and remittance dollars to the Cuban dictatorship.ò 

The administrationôs plan does not lift the current trade embargo, but the two lawmakers indicated that any concession 
would validate the regime of Fidel and Raúl Castro. 

ñUnilateral concessions to the dictatorship embolden it to further isolate, imprison and brutalize pro-democracy activists, to 
continue to dictate which Cubans and Cuban-Americans are able to enter the island, and this unilateral concession provides the 
dictatorship with critical financial support.ò 

An administrative official told the Miami Herald on Monday that Obama believed the moves would help to facilitate 
ñdemocratic changeò in Cuba. The White House is expected to announce its new policy this afternoon. 

Obama pledged during his presidential campaign to push for a free and just Cuba. 

Obama Eases Cuba Restrictions (HILL) 

By Sam Youngman 
The Hill, April 14, 2009 
President Obama is lifting travel restrictions on Cuban-Americans to their native country, the White House said Monday. 
White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said the president is changing a number of policies toward Cuba including 

allowing unlimited travel for Cuban-Americans and lift the restrictions on money transfers. 
The Obama administration will also allow telecommunications providers to enter into agreements linking the U.S. and 

Cuba, license providers to "enter into roaming service agreements" with Cuban providers, license satellite and radio service 
providers to "engage in transactions necessary" to provide service to Cubans and license U.S. citizens to "activate and pay" for 
some of those services for Cubans. 

The White House will also allow the donation of "certain consumer telecommunication devices" without license and add 
some humanitarian items to the list of acceptable exports to the country. 

Dan Restrepo, senior director for the Western Hemisphere for the National Security Council, told reporters Monday that the 
president's actions are "a step to extend a hand to the Cuban people." 

Restrepo responded to criticism from some on Capitol Hill that the president's actions don't go far enough to normalize 
relations with the Communist country by saying that Monday's announcement is "the place to start." 

"U.S. policy toward Cuba is not frozen in time," Restrepo said. 
Gibbs said the White House hopes that the announcement will put pressure on the Cuban government to make strides in 

ensuring the human and economic rights of the country's people. 
"The president would like to see greater freedom for the Cuban people," Gibbs said. 

http://www.rollcall.com/news/33950-1.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/obama-eases-cuba-restrictions-2009-04-13.html


 55 

Gibbs said the next step in normalizing relations with the country "in many ways depends on the actions of the Cuban 
government." 

The White House noted that Obama made a promise to ease these restrictions during his campaign, and "he is making 
good on that promise today." 

Last week, a group of congressional Democrats traveled to Cuba, sparking speculation that Obama would follow through 
on his earlier pledge to lift the decades-old restrictions. 

This story was updated at 5 p.m. 

Obama Lifts Curbs On Cuban Money Transfers, Visits (AFP) 

AFP, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON (AFP) ï US President Barack Obama on Monday made a landmark gesture to communist Cuba, lifting all 

curbs on travel and money transfers by Cuban-Americans to the island for the first time in three decades. 
The White House said the move was intended to encourage expanding democratic and political rights in Cuba and called 

on Havana to respond in kind to help ease decades of fierce antipathy between the bitter foes. 
But the move left a longstanding US trade embargo largely intact, with the White House saying it was up to the Cuban 

government whether Obama's steps, which were in line with his campaign promises, would result in a thawing of chilled relations 
between the two sides. 

"President Obama has directed that a series of steps be taken to reach out to the Cuban people to support their desire to 
enjoy basic human rights and to freely determine their country's future," said White House spokesman Robert Gibbs. 

"The president has directed the secretaries of state, treasury and commerce to carry out the actions necessary to lift all 
restrictions on the ability of individuals to visit family members in Cuba and to send them remittances." 

In terms of improving the strained ties, "in many ways that depends on the actions of the Cuban government," Gibbs said. 
"The president would like to see greater freedom for the Cuban people ... There are actions that he can and has taken 

today to open up the flow of information to provide some important steps to help that. But he's not the only person in this 
equation." 

Specifically, the White House called on Cuba to reduce charges it levies on money transfers to family members. 
An estimated 1.5 million US residents of Cuban descent still have relatives in Cuba, and the question of how to deal with 

the Castro government has long been an emotional one for the Cuban exile community here. 
And the 47-year-old US economic embargo on Cuba will not be immediately lifted. 
But Obama will find support for a new US policy toward Cuba this week when he meets with leaders from around the 

western hemisphere at a summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. 
"If President Obama is serious about promoting change in Cuba, this executive order must be part of a larger shift away 

from the US's unilateral approach toward the Cuban government," said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas director at Human Rights 
Watch. 

"Only by working with its allies in Latin American and Europe will the US be able to chip away at Castro's repressive 
machinery." 

Dan Restrepo, a special assistant to Obama for western hemisphere affairs, held out the prospect of future changes in the 
US strategy to Cuba. 

"US policy towards Cuba is not frozen in time," he said, in a briefing conducted both in English and Spanish. 
But Obama's order would open a wide array of telecommunications links to the island, after decades of antipathy between 

Washington and Havana. 
It would allow US telecommunications network providers to link to Cuba with fiber-optic cables and satellite technology and 

permit US wireless telephone providers to enter roaming service agreements with Cuban firms. 
It would also permit US satellite radio and satellite television service providers to broadcast to the island. 
"All who embrace core democratic values long for a Cuba that respects the basic human, political and economic rights of all 

of its citizens," Gibbs said. 
"President Obama believes the measure he has taken today will help make that goal a reality. He encourages all who 

share it to continue their steadfast support for the Cuban people." 
The administration's actions won applause in US farm states hoping to gain a new markets for their agricultural products. 
"We should also immediately eliminate the roadblocks that the Bush Administration put in place to make it harder for 

farmers to sell food to Cuba," said Senator Byron Dorgan, a Democrat from North Dakota. 
"I also believe the embargo should be ended. When a policy has failed for nearly 50 years, it is time to change the policy." 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20090413/pl_afp/uscubaembargoobama;_ylt=AjWrBZeb5_WkyNQA0nTOgNqQOrgF
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Obama Opens Door To Cuba, But Only A Crack (NYT) 

By Sheryl Gay Stolberg And Damien Cave 
New York Times, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON ð In abandoning longstanding restrictions on the ability of Cuban-Americans to visit and send money to 

family members on the island, President Obama demonstrated Monday that he was willing to open the door toward greater 
engagement with Cuba ð but at this point, only a crack. 

The announcement represents the most significant shift in United States policy toward Cuba in decades, and it is a reversal 
of the hard line taken by President George W. Bush. It comes as Mr. Obama is preparing to meet later this week in Trinidad and 
Tobago with Latin American leaders, who want him to normalize relations with Cuba and its leader, Raúl Castro. 

The White House made clear on Monday that Mr. Obama, who campaigned on improving relations with Cuba, was not 
willing to go that far, at least not yet. Rather, the steps he took were modest, reflecting the complicated domestic politics around 
Cuba and the unpredictability of the Cuban response. 

This volatility on both sides of the Florida Straits has bedeviled every president since Kennedy, and even Mr. Obama, who 
has vowed to make greater use of diplomacy with enemies as well as allies, seems to have recognized the threat. 

As such, he did not lift the trade embargo with Cuba, enacted in the 1960s in an unsuccessful attempt to force a change in 
government after Fidel Castro came to power. Instead, he is using his executive power to repeal Mr. Bushôs tight restrictions and 
the looser restrictions under President Bill Clinton so that Cuban-Americans can now visit Cuba as frequently as they like and 
send gifts and as much money as they want, as long as the recipients are not senior government or Communist Party officials. 

Mr. Obama is also allowing telecommunications companies to pursue licensing agreements in Cuba, in an attempt to open 
up communications there by increasing access to cellphones and satellite television. In a sign that the Cuba issue is a delicate 
one, the president left it to senior aides to explain his decision. 

ñThis is a step to extend a hand to the Cuban people, in support of their desire to determine their own future,ò Dan 
Restrepo, the senior director for Western Hemisphere affairs at the National Security Council, said in announcing the move. ñItôs 
very important to help open up space, so the Cuban people can work on the kind of grass-roots democracy that is necessary to 
move Cuba to a better future.ò 

In a sense, the policy shift is an admission that a half-century of American policy aimed at trying to push the Castros out of 
power has not worked ð as the Cuban American National Foundation, the most powerful lobbying group for Cuban exiles in 
Miami, conceded last week. Cuba policy experts characterized Mr. Obamaôs moves as important humanitarian steps but said 
they still left open the broader question of how the United States and Cuba plan to engage in the future. 

The State Department has said it was reviewing American policy toward Cuba, and Mr. Restrepo said the policy was not 
ñfrozen in time todayò ð a suggestion, some Cuba experts said, that the White House is laying a foundation for more far-reaching 
change. 

ñWe really donôt know yet what heôs got in mind for the long term,ò said Sarah Stephens of the Center for Democracy in the 
Americas, which advocates a further loosening of the restrictions. She said the administration may be trying to take ñbaby steps 
toward building confidenceò by letting the Cuban exile community in Miami, which has traditionally opposed any softening of 
American policy, get used to the idea. 

Mr. Obama is also facing pressure from Capitol Hill. The House and the Senate are considering legislation that would lift 
travel restrictions to Cuba for all Americans, not just those with family in Cuba. And some experts, like Philip Peters, a Cuba 
specialist and vice president at the Lexington Institute, a policy research center, argue that a president who is willing to engage 
Iran and Syria ought to be willing to engage Cuba. 

ñThis is a narrow set of measures,ò Mr. Peters said. ñIt doesnôt at all get at the issue of broader contact between American 
society and Cuban society, and it leaves us in kind of an odd situation where one ethnic group has an unlimited right to travel to 
Cuba and the rest of us are under these cold war regulations.ò 

Those who still support the Bush hard line denounced the decision. The Cuban government charges hefty fees on 
remittances, and critics like Representatives Mario and Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Florida Republicans and brothers who are Cuban-
Americans, said Mr. Obama was making a ñserious mistakeò that would effectively put millions of dollars into the hands of the 
Castro regime. 

Yet those old animosities are giving way to an emerging interest in dialogue that is working in Mr. Obamaôs favor, both in 
Washington and Florida. 

In Miami, the conservative old guard could still be found. On Radio, a Spanish-language station that often acts as a 
megaphone for Cuban-American conservatives, Ninoska Pérez Castellón, a popular host, echoed the concerns of the Diaz-

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/world/americas/14cuba.html?hp
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Balarts. At Latin Café 2000 in Hialeah, Fla., José Soberón, 71, said he would never consider sending money or visiting the island 
he left years ago. 

But such opinions are no longer as dominant, especially among younger Cubans like Virgiro Lopez, 31, who said that while 
his entire family had left Cuba, he supported Mr. Obamaôs plan as a way to ñhelp bring a spirit within the people to fight for 
themselves.ò 

Francisco J. Hernandez, the president of the Cuban American National Foundation, said the new policy would ñhelp the 
Cuban people to become protagonists of the changes in Cuba.ò 

Sen. Martinez Optimistic On New Cuba Travel Rules  (AP) 
By Laura Wides-Munoz  
Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
MIAMI ð U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez is cautiously optimistic about President Barack Obama's plan to ease restrictions on 

Americans' ability to visit family in Cuba. 
The senator said he understands fellow Cuban-Americans who oppose opening travel and easing restrictions on 

remittances but said overall it will be good for Cubans on the island nation. 
"It's going to bring families together," Martinez, R-Fla., said. 
Martinez fled the island as a teen along with other youth in the so-called "Peter Pan Flights" of the early 1960s and was 

separated from his parents -- who remained on the island -- for several years. 
The senator said he was particularly interested in the efforts to provide greater access to technology for those on the island. 
"The technology piece is terrific," he said. 
But Martinez said he was also concerned some might abuse the open door travel policy, using family as an excuse to travel 

frequently on business. 
"It would be good if the remittances had some boundaries. Otherwise it could be a windfall to the Cuban government," he 

said. 
Martinez said the announcement shifts the focus from "What will Washington do?" to what the Cuban government will do. 
"Will they now curtail the 20 percent they take on remittances? Will they now allow more of the Cuban families who are 

denied permission to travel abroad?" he asked. 

Rep. Kendrick Meek Opposes President Barack Obama's Stance On Remittances To Cuba  (MH) 

By Beth Reinhard  
Miami Herald, April 14, 2009 
Miami Democrat Kendrick Meek said he will be among six members of Congress traveling with President Barack Obama 

on Air Force One this week to the Summit of the Americas -- though he disagrees with part of the administration's new Cuba 
policy. 

At a Monday morning rally for his U.S. Senate campaign, Meek said he supports curbing the amount of money Cuban 
Americans can send to their relatives because the communist government takes a 20 percent cut. 

Later Monday, Obama announced that he would allow Cuban Americans to freely send cash to needy relatives, and he 
called on the Cuban government to confiscate less of the money. The announcement was timed to coincide with the summit that 
begins Friday in Trinidad. 

Meek said he was unaware that Obama had pledged during his campaign to lift the limits on remittances put in place under 
President George W. Bush. 

''I want to talk to the president about the unlimited remittances, if that's what he said, because that could be 
counterproductive to our mission in Cuba to turn it toward democracy the way we'd like to see it,'' he said. 

He later issued a statement that said free-flowing remittances would amount to ``further propping up a regime that 
suppresses human rights, freedoms and personal mobility. . . . To have remittances meant for family members in Cuba siphoned 
off by the regime in Havana would be a deep insult to Cuban Americans everywhere.'' 

Other members of Florida's delegation share Meek's concerns, reflecting Cuba's status as one of the issues that unites 
Democratic and Republican politicians from a state that is home for hundreds of thousands of politically influential exiles. 

Republican Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart and Mario Diaz-Balart of Miami said in a statement that Obama made ''a serious 
mistake by unilaterally increasing Cuban-American travel and remittance dollars for the Cuban dictatorship.'' Democratic Rep. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Weston suggested doubling the $1,200 annual limit instead of lifting the cap. But other Democrats 

http://content.usatoday.net/dist/custom/gci/InsidePage.aspx?cId=tallahassee&sParam=30545835.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/americas/cuba/story/998570.html
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in Congress and the White House argue that the restrictions have failed to weaken the regime and instead hurt the Cuban 
people. 

Meek represents one of the most Democratic districts in the country, and his stance on Cuba stands out against a mostly 
liberal voting record. On Monday, he received his fourth union endorsement, from the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees. 

Meek is a co-sponsor of a controversial bill that has become organized labor's top priority. The legislation would make it 
easier for unions to recruit new members by collecting signatures instead of holding secret-ballot elections. 

Meek's endorsements and nearly $1.5 million in donations have given him an early leg up in the campaign to replace 
Republican Sen. Mel Martinez, who is retiring in 2010. The other major Democratic contender, state Sen. Dan Gelber of Miami, 
has raised about $400,000. 

Gov. Charlie Crist would immediately become the Republican front-runner if he decides to run for the Senate. 
''Kendrick jumped out in front early and has picked up steam ever since,'' said Diana Pitarelli, who currently serves as vice 

chair of the Broward Democratic Party. 
``It's not going to be easy to beat Charlie Crist. I know Democrats who like Charlie Crist.'' 

Cuba Keeps Out US Religious Freedom Group (AP) 

By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON (AP) - A planned trip to Cuba this week by a U.S. religious freedom watchdog group has been canceled 

after the Cuban government did not issue visas to the delegation, the group said Monday, even as the Obama administration 
moved to ease sanctions on the communist nation. 

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom said it had been forced to call off the fact-finding visit that had 
been scheduled to run from Tuesday to Thursday due to the lack of visas. It said the visas had been applied for weeks earlier 
and it had received no explanation for why they were not granted. 

"We are very disappointed by the Cuban government's refusal to allow an official U.S. delegation to investigate first-hand 
Cuban citizens' freedom to believe and practice their faith on the island," said commission chair Felice Gaer, noting that countries 
like China, Vietnam, Laos, Saudi Arabia had allowed visits. "Does the Cuban government have something to hide?" 

"The commission has received reports that there are improvements in some sectors in Cuba," Gaer said. "As with other 
countries, we seek to ascertain how much and where. If everything is so normal in Cuba, then the Cuban government should 
welcome a USCIRF visit. Not allowing USCIRF's bipartisan delegation to visit is a very disturbing sign." 

No one was available immediately after working hours at the Cuban Interest Section in Washington to speak on the matter. 
A commission official said diplomats at the interest section had told the group the visas were not issued because they had 

not heard back from superiors in Havana. 
Members of the commission, an independent congressionally mandated panel that provides recommendations to the 

government on religious freedom matters, had wanted to travel to Cuba to speak with Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and Santeria 
leaders there. 

The commission canceled the trip just hours after the White House announced that President Barack Obama had eased 
restrictions on money transfers and travel to Cuba by Americans with relatives on the island. It said the move, which fulfilled one 
of Obama's campaign promises, was a path to promoting personal freedom and a freer flow of information in one of the few 
remaining Communist nations. 

Gaer said the commission would continue applying for visas to visit Cuba to evaluate the state of religious freedom there. 
Cuba since 2004 has been on the commission's "watch list" of countries being monitored for abuse of its citizens' right to freedom 
of religion. 

Topic A: Obama's Cuban Revolution? (WP) 

Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
Yesterday the White House announced that President Obama will lift restrictions for Cuban Americans on travel, 

remittances and other aid to Cuba. The Post asked advocates and experts to weigh in on the significance of the president's 
decision. Below are contributions from Bernard Aronson, Jorge CastaÃ±eda, AndrÃ©s Martinez, Peter Hakim, Wayne S. Smith 
and Sarah Stephens. 

BERNARD ARONSON 

http://apnews.myway.com/article/20090413/D97HRKE00.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041302476.html
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Assistant secretary of state for inter-American affairs from 1989-1993; former co-chair of the Council on Foreign Relations 
Task Force on U.S. Policy Toward Cuba in the 21st Century 

President Obama's actions are both welcome and overdue. Cuban Americans are the best ambassadors for democracy in 
Cuba, and, purely on humanitarian grounds, Cuban Americans should be allowed to visit their family members on the island and 
provide them financial assistance and material support. But these steps are also the least politically controversial. 

The real question is: Will the United States develop a meaningful process of engagement with Cubans in order to influence 
the inevitable transition that will occur after the aging Castro leadership departs? A growing consensus, which includes a 
significant part of the Cuban American community, supports much more ambitious people-to-people programs between Cuba 
and the United States. The president could instruct the Treasury Department to pursue this under existing law by far more 
forward-leaning licensing of scientific, artistic, cultural, athletic, religious, and academic exchanges. Toward China, Vietnam, and 
other countries that still identify themselves as communist-led, the United States has pursued a policy of greater engagement, 
open trade and formal diplomatic relations. We need an honest and open domestic debate about why Cuba should be the 
exception. 

JORGE CASTAëóEDA AND ANDRëăS MARTINEZ 
Fellows at the New America Foundation 
For once Barack Obama can't be accused of pushing for ambitious change. The minor adjustments he has made to 

American policy towards Cuba simply take us back to the days of the Clinton administration, a time when the trade embargo and 
the travel ban had already proven to be counterproductive anachronisms. They still are. 

Cuba policy is seen throughout Latin America as reflective of American attitudes towards the hemisphere. Keeping the 
embargo in place isolates the United Sates, and it signals an arrogant desire to continue treating Cuba as merely a bilateral 
problem, if not a domestic one. 

The Obama administration should instead seek to address the challenge posed by Cuba's totalitarian regime on a 
multilateral basis, working alongside major Latin democracies such as Mexico, Chile and Brazil. This is easier said than done 
because the leaders of these nations have been reluctant to approach Cuba in a manner consistent with their values. None of 
these countries bound by regional treaties committing themselves to democracy and human rights have much appetite for taking 
the Castro brothers to task for running a tropical Gulag -- especially not so long as the embargo is in place. 

Washington needs to lift the embargo, but Latin Americans need to come together to insist that Cuba schedule real 
elections and truly respect human rights before it returns to the hemispheric community. 

PETER HAKIM 
President of the Inter-American Dialogue 
President Obama knows that nothing will better highlight his administration's intention to pursue a fresh approach to Latin 

America than dismantling the web of restrictions that the United States has imposed on Cuba. And the Cuban American 
community, which has blocked any easing of Cuba policy to date, is politically weaker and more diverse than it once was. Still, its 
views have to be taken into account. 

So the logical next steps by the Administration might include: lifting restrictions on travel to Cuba for all American citizens 
and allowing international institutions such as the Organization of American States to engage Cuba. Eventually, Washington 
should seek a wide-ranging dialogue with Havana (as it did with Vietnam nearly 15 years ago) that would set the two countries on 
a course toward normal diplomatic and commercial ties. Over time, the pace and significance of U.S. policy changes should 
respond to reciprocal actions by Cuba. There should be no question about Washington's support for free expression and 
association, the rule of law, human rights, and competitive elections in Cuba. But a democratic society in Cuba should be the 
objective of U.S. engagement, not a precondition. 

WAYNE S. SMITH 
Senior fellow at the Center for International Policy; chief of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana from 1979-1982 
There were indications yesterday morning that the White House would announce it was not only lifting restrictions on the 

travel of Cuban Americans, but also that of U.S. academics, cultural groups and other visitor categories. So yesterday's press 
conference by Dan Restrepo of the National Security Council was very disappointing. He made it clear that only restrictions on 
Cuban Americans would be affected, and he gave no indication that any other measures would be taken to ease relations 
between Cuba and the U.S. On the contrary, Restrepo's demeanor reminded me of the Bush administration. If this is all the 
Obama administration has to offer by way of change in our Cuba policy, the president is in for a difficult time at the upcoming 
Summit of the Americas. Our Cuba policy has zero support internationally, and Latin American states have indicated they expect 
some real change on our part. Let's hope that President Obama reconsiders between now and the summit opening. 

SARAH STEPHENS 
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Executive director of the Center for Democracy in the Americas 
President Obama has a historic opportunity to be not just the eleventh president of the Cold War, but the first president to 

turn the page on U.S.-Cuba relations. To achieve that breakthrough, he needs to allow all Americans, not just Cuban Americans, 
to travel to Cuba, because we can all be good ambassadors for our country and its values. He needs to end America's diplomatic 
isolation from Cuba, so that it's not just Russia and China and other countries cultivating commercial and strategic relations with 
the island. Finally, he should allow the U.S. to cooperate with Cuba on matters such as counter-narcotics cooperation and 
hurricane prediction, which would return benefits to both countries and enable our diplomats to build relationships of trust. 

Addled By Fidel (WP) 

By Eugene Robinson 
Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
The Congressional Black Caucus delegation that visited Havana last week was naive not to notice -- or disingenuous not to 

acknowledge -- that Cuba is hardly the paradise of racial harmony and equality it pretends to be. Still, that's no reason for the 
United States to continue the illogical, ineffective, hard-line policies that have produced an unbroken 47-year record of failure. 

President Obama's action yesterday -- he eased some restrictions on travel, gifts and remittances, but only for Cuban 
Americans -- is barely a start. He should go so far as to actually base our Cuba policy on reality. After all, we've tried everything 
else. 

Those who argue for keeping in place the trade embargo and what remains of the travel restrictions -- and even predict that 
these measures, imposed at a time when the Cold War was getting chillier, will bring the Castro government to its knees any day 
now -- have been drinking too many mojitos. Claims that the United States would somehow surrender valuable "leverage" by 
lifting the sanctions are purest fantasy. 

People, we have no leverage in Cuba. If we had any, we'd have managed to move the Cuban government an inch or two 
toward democratic reform in the past five decades. 

What we should do is lift the embargo, which Obama hasn't meaningfully disturbed, and end the travel ban for everyone. 
That would put the onus on the Cubans to somehow keep hordes of American capitalists and tourists from infecting the island 
with dangerous, counterrevolutionary ideas. But we should take these steps with our eyes open, seeing Cuba as it is, not as we 
might want it to be. 

By now it should be dawning on the seven U.S. legislators who got the red-carpet tour last week -- including six members 
of the Black Caucus -- that first impressions can be unreliable. Three members of the delegation were granted a rare audience 
with the ailing Fidel Castro. "He looked directly into my eyes," said Rep. Laura Richardson (D-Calif.), "and then he asked: 'How 
can we help President Obama?' [Fidel Castro] really wants President Obama to succeed." 

No, he really doesn't. As it happened, Castro quickly demonstrated that he didn't even wish the delegation well, let alone 
the current occupant of the White House. After the meeting, Castro issued a statement claiming that one of his visitors had said 
the United States should "apologize" to Cuba and that another had said U.S. society is still "racist." Members of the delegation 
denied that any such exchanges had taken place -- and I believe them. 

It is in Castro's interest to sabotage any genuine movement in Washington toward normalized relations, because a 
lessening of tension would destroy the government's stated rationale for denying Cubans basic political freedoms: that any 
opening would be exploited by the imperialist enemy to the north. It is also in Castro's interest to portray the United States as 
irredeemably racist -- unlike Cuba under the tutelage of the revolution. 

In 10 reporting trips to the island, I have met Afro-Cubans who told me with conviction that they have had opportunities 
under the Castro regime -- especially in health and education -- that would have been unimaginable before the revolution. But 
I've also heard bitter complaints about deep-seated racism that many black Cubans believe is getting worse. 

Race is a touchy subject in Cuba, and for many years it went all but unmentioned. Raul Castro, who knows the island and 
its people as well as his older brother does, caused a stir in 2000 when he said that if a hotel were to deny entry to a person 
because he or she is black, that hotel should be shut down -- an acknowledgment that such things happen. Popular rappers in 
Cuba's hip-hop underground have made racial grievance a major theme of their daring lyrics. I once interviewed a Cuban scholar 
whose husband, an officer in the military, pooh-poohed her research into racial discrimination -- until he had the experience of 
being detained and harassed by police for no apparent reason other than his dark skin. 

Even without meeting with any of the well-known black dissidents on the island, the visitors from Washington could have 
observed that the workforce in Cuba's burgeoning tourism industry -- arguably the most privileged class, since waiters and cab 
drivers receive tips in hard currency, which allows them a standard of living far beyond what is possible with Cuban pesos and 
government rations -- is disproportionately white. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041301948.html
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Members of the Black Caucus are, quite properly, quick to notice such insults and disparities at home. Maybe they were too 
busy looking into Fidel's eyes. 

Sebelius Lowballed Donations From Abortion Doctor (AP) 

By Erica Werner 
Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
WASHINGTON (AP) ð President Barack Obama's health secretary nominee got nearly three times as much political 

money from a controversial abortion doctor as she told senators. 
The Health and Human Services Department said Monday that the omission was an oversight that Kansas Gov. Kathleen 

Sebelius would correct. 
In a response to questions from the Senate Finance Committee made public last week, Sebelius wrote that she received 

$12,450 between 1994-2001 from Dr. George Tiller, one of the nation's few late-term abortion providers. 
But in addition to those campaign donations, records reviewed by The Associated Press show that Tiller gave at least 

$23,000 more from 2000-2002 to a political action committee Sebelius established while insurance commissioner to raise money 
for fellow Democrats. 

Sebelius did not tell senators about that additional money, although Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., asked specifically about any Tiller 
donations to her PAC. 

"There was an oversight in the initial answer provided to the committee," HHS spokesman Nick Papas said Monday. 
"Obviously donations to the PAC are a matter of public record. The governor is updating the answer to this question and will 
resubmit it to the committee." 

It was the second time in her confirmation process that Sebelius had to explain a financial oversight to the Finance 
Committee. Earlier, she corrected three years' worth of tax returns and paid more than $7,000 in back taxes to fix improper 
deductions. 

Anti-abortion groups have sought to make an issue of Sebelius' pro-abortion stances and her ties to Tiller, who was 
acquitted last month of misdemeanor charges stemming from procedures he performed but is now under investigation by the 
state medical board. 

Opponents have criticized Republicans on the Finance Committee for not asking Sebelius about Tiller or abortion when she 
appeared for her confirmation hearing April 2. Senators raised the issue only in written questions submitted to Sebelius after her 
hearing, which were released last Thursday along with her responses. 

"Can you describe your relationship with Mr. Tiller?" Kyl asked. "Has he ever contributed to your campaign or has your PAC 
ever received money from Mr. Tiller or a PAC related to Mr. Tiller?" 

Sebelius responded: "I have been familiar with Dr. Tiller for many years because he lives and works in Kansas. Dr. Tiller, 
like many Kansans, contributed to my campaign for insurance commissioner. I received $12,450 over an eight-year period (1994-
2001), which represented 1 percent of my total contributions during that time. Since that time, I have received no donations from 
Dr. Tiller or any PAC related to him." 

What Sebelius left out: Campaign finance documents show that Tiller also contributed $10,000 to Sebelius' Bluestem Fund 
PAC in September 2000, and his clinic, Women's Health Care Services, contributed $8,000 to the PAC in December 2001 and 
another $5,000 in March 2002. 

The Finance Committee was expected to vote this month on forwarding Sebelius' nomination to the full Senate. There was 
no immediate indication from committee Republicans that her omission on the Tiller contributions would upset that timing. 

The anti-abortion group Operation Rescue, which is opposing Sebelius' nomination, circulated the campaign finance 
documents showing the discrepancy in what Sebelius told senators. The records were reviewed Monday by the AP and their 
accuracy was verified by the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission. 

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary Of Health And Human Services Designate, Filed Amended 
Kansas Income Tax Returns After Refiling Her Federal Ones To Correct Errors.  (TCJ) 

By James Carlson  
Topeka Capital Journal, April 14, 2009 
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius filed amended state tax returns late last month, the White House said Monday. 
The amended forms were necessitated by the adjustments made on her federal tax returns, White House spokeswoman 

Kate Bedingfield said. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h702UpSGq2AIfQKoN_karkJtZ5hQD97HT4981
http://www.cjonline.com/news/state/2009-04-13/sebelius_amended_state_taxes
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Prior to Sebelius' confirmation hearings in Senate committees last week, the nominee for secretary of health and human 
services and her husband paid $7,040 in back taxes and $878 in interest to amend federal returns from 2005-07. 

Bedingfield was seeking details on the amount of money involved in the corrected returns. 
Sebelius spokeswoman Beth Martino said Monday that she was unable to provide more information about the governor's 

tax problem. 
"I understand that you talked to the White House press office," Martino said in an email response to an inquiry about the 

amended state return. "I donôt know anything different." 

Ex-Daschle Aide Heads To HHS (POL) 

By Carrie Budoff Brown 
The Politico, April 14, 2009 
With Kathleen Sebelius on her way in at the Health and Human Services Department, the agency is getting a new chief of 

staff. 
Laura Petrou, an HHS senior adviser who worked for former Sen. Tom Daschle for 20 years on Capitol Hill, will move this 

week into the chief of staff job, an administration official said Monday. 
Petrou takes over for Mark Childress, another longtime Daschle confidant, who has held the post since January in 

anticipation of Daschle becoming health secretary. 
The personnel shift was not unexpected. Daschle, who was Obama's first choice to serve as secretary, appointed a handful 

of top aides to positions at HHS before he withdrew from consideration in early February. 
The White House has said those aides were welcome to stay at HHS. But with a new nominee headed for the agency, 

some turnover was inevitable. 
"She has extensive policy experience, extensive management experience," the administration official said of Petrou. "She 

is a great fit." 
Childress will return to the Hill as a senior adviser to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), chairman of the Health, 

Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, according to the senator's press office. Childress has worked for Daschle and 
Kennedy in the Senate, and was a registered lobbyist at Foley Hoag. 

Childress will provide "strategic counsel" to Kennedy, primarily on health care reform, according to the senator's office. 
Childress is joining a team that includes HELP committee staff director Michael Myers, health staff director David Bowen, deputy 
director Caya Lewis and senior adviser John McDonough. 

Pakistan Deal Gives New Clout To Taliban (WSJ) 

By Zahid Hussain And Matthew Rosenberg 
Wall Street Journal, April 14, 2009 
MINGORA, Pakistan -- Thousands of Islamist militants are pouring into Pakistan's Swat Valley and setting up training 

camps here, quickly making it one of the main bases for Taliban fighters and raising their threat to the government in the wake of 
a controversial peace deal. 

President Asif Ali Zardari effectively ratified the government's deal with the Taliban Monday by signing a bill that imposes 
Islamic law in Swat, a key plank of the accord, hours after legislators unanimously approved a resolution urging it. Pakistani 
officials have touted the deal, reached in February, as a way to restore peaceful order in the bloodied region -- which lies just a 
few hours' drive from the capital -- and halt the Taliban's advance. 

Yet a visit to the Taliban-controlled valley here found mounting evidence that the deal already is strengthening the militants 
as a base for war. U.S. officials contend the pact has given the Taliban and its allies in al Qaeda and other Islamist groups an 
advantage in their long-running battle against Pakistan's military. 

The number of militants in the valley swelled in the months before the deal with the Taliban was struck, and they continue 
to move in, say Pakistani and U.S. officials. They now estimate there are between 6,000 and 8,000 fighters in Swat, nearly 
double the number there were at the end of last year. 

Taliban leaders here make no secret of their ultimate aim. "Our objective is to drive out Americans and their lackeys" from 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, said Muslim Khan, a spokesman for the group, in an interview here. "They are not Muslims and we 
have to throw them out." 

Militant training camps are springing up across the valley's thickly forested mountainsides. "Young men with no prospect of 
employment and lack of education facilities are joining the militants," said Abdur Rehman, a schoolteacher in Swat. 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0409/21200.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123963706622913745.html
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Until the fighting began nearly two years ago in the valley, it was a popular weekend getaway for well-heeled Pakistanis, 
known for its alpine ridges, fruit orchards and trout-filled streams. With the Taliban now imposing its harsh version of Islamic law, 
floggings and even executions are fast becoming commonplace. Residents said many young men are joining the militants to 
ensure the safety of their families, who they hope will be left in peace if one of their own is fighting the government. 

"We are all frightened by this brutality. No one can dare to challenge them," said Fazle Rabbi, who owns a cloth shop in 
Mingora, Swat's main town. The shop sits on a square that has become known among residents as "Slaughter Square" because 
the Taliban have begun using it to dump bodies after executions. 

Since the new peace deal was made, the militants are beginning to push into neighboring areas. Last week they 
overpowered a village militia in the adjacent Buner district. The attack was a violation of the peace accord. But the Taliban faction 
that controls Swat says it has no intention of withdrawing. "We want Islamic sharia [law] also to be enforced in Buner," said Mr. 
Khan. "No one can force us out from any part of the province." 

Many of the longer-term jihadist fighters are loyal to groups with ties to al Qaeda, such as Jaish-e-Mohammed. They have 
been hardened on battlefields in neighboring Afghanistan and Kashmir -- a Himalayan region divided between India and Pakistan 
and claimed by both -- underlining the growing confluence between the various Islamist groups fighting on either side of the 
Afghan-Pakistani border, the officials say. 

The Taliban and al Qaeda were once largely confined to Pakistan's tribal areas, a mountainous ribbon that runs along the 
Afghan border and has long existed in a semi-autonomous limbo, technically part of Pakistan but never fully under the control of 
its government. 

In the past two years, however, the Taliban and its allies in al Qaeda and other Islamist militant groups have pushed into 
areas where Pakistan's state had held sway, such as Swat, about 100 miles from Islamabad. 

Striking peace deals with some Taliban factions is part of Pakistan's broader strategy to counter the militants. The 
government's logic is that such accords can exploit the groups' fractious nature; one enemy can be neutralized with a peace deal 
while another is defeated on the battlefield. The deals have also been struck when the army has struggled to overcome militants. 
In Swat, about 3,000 militants pushed four times as many soldiers out of the valley in 18 months of fighting, leaving some 1,500 
people dead. 

Nearly all the peace accords reached in the past few years in areas near the Afghan border, where the Taliban is strongest, 
have collapsed. Often they have left the militants more powerful. A similar deal in Swat fell apart last year after the Taliban 
renewed its attacks on Pakistani forces. 

The Taliban's actions since the new peace deal was unveiled have alarmed Washington, where officials fear that Swat will 
become an effective launching pad for expansion into Pakistan's more densely populated plains. "This is a rest stop for the 
Taliban, it's nothing more," said a U.S. official in Washington. 

Swat now offers an effective glimpse of the Taliban's vision for Pakistan. The Taliban have taken control of the local 
government and the police, who have been ordered to shed their uniforms in favor of the traditional Shalwar Kameez, an outfit 
comprising a long shirt and loose trousers. The Taliban have also seized Swat's emerald mines, which extract millions of dollars a 
year in gemstones. 

At barbershops, notices warn men not to shave their beards. Women are no longer allowed to leave their homes without 
their husbands or male blood relatives. Girls' schools have been reopened after initially being closed but the students must be 
covered from head to toe, and Taliban officials routinely inspect classrooms for violators. 

"We used to have lots of cultural and extracurricular activities in the school, but all that has been stopped," said Ziaullah 
Yousaf Zai, a principal of a private girls' school in Mingora. "We do not want to give any pretext to the Taliban to shut the school 
again." 

Mr. Khan, the Taliban spokesman, predicted there were would soon be more executions, showing off a list of people whom 
the Taliban wants to try in Islamic courts for what he called their "anti-Islamic" ways. The list includes senior government officials, 
a woman whose husband is in the U.S. military, and others. 

"These kinds of people should not live," said Mr. Khan, who also is a commander in the Tehrik-e-Taliban, a broader Taliban 
alliance focused on battling the Pakistani government. 

Islamic courts haven't yet been set up in Swat because Pakistani President Zardari had delayed signing the bill to impose 
Islamic law, known as sharia, as the peace deal stipulates. Until Monday, he had maintained there first must be complete peace 
in the valley. Neither he nor his aides explained how they would determine that, nor did he address it Monday. 

Mr. Zardari's delay was widely viewed as an attempt to save face with opponents of the deal in his own government and 
Washington. He relented Monday after the Parliament vote established support among lawmakers from every national political 
party, said a senior official close to the president. 
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Before the bill was signed, Mr. Khan had warned of more bloodshed if Islamic law was not formally imposed. "It does not 
matter to us whether the peace deal stays or not. No one can stop us from setting up our own courts," he said. 

Even without the courts, the Taliban were already imposing their own version of sharia, which has been widely interpreted 
by Islamic scholars throughout the centuries. Pakistani television stations recently broadcast a video of a woman being flogged 
by black-turbaned Taliban in Swat. Official accounts of what she did have differed, but most say she was alleged to have left her 
house without a male blood relative. 

While Mr. Khan insisted the video was a fake, he acknowledged that such an incident did happen. "As a Muslim, we cannot 
allow a woman to violate Islamic values," he said. 

Write to Matthew Rosenberg at matthew.rosenberg@wsj.com 

Pakistan's Move On Islamic Law Widens Influence Of Extremists (MCT) 

By Saeed Shah 
McClatchy, April 14, 2009 
ISLAMABAD ð Pakistan's president bowed to Islamists' demands Monday and agreed to impose Islamic law in part of the 

country's North West Frontier province, and al Qaida-allied militants overran a neighboring district just 60 miles from the capital of 
Islamabad. 

The takeover in Buner in the past several days, with almost no resistance from Pakistani security forces, marked a major 
advance for the militants, and the government's endorsement of Islamic law in Swat further increased their political clout. 

In Washington, the Obama administration had no immediate comment. However, with the Taliban's advances, the military's 
instability or unwillingness to combat them, the government's weakness and the country's economic crisis, Pakistan constitutes 
the most serious security threat the administration faces. 

President Asif Ali Zardari signed the agreement to introduce Sharia Islamic law in Swat, a huge valley in the North West 
Frontier province, a few hours after parliament, under what amounted to a death threat from the Pakistani Taliban, unanimously 
approved a resolution backing the move. 

The Pakistani capital itself was on high alert and all but sealed off following threats of a terrorist attack. 
A U.S. defense official, however, said that the loss of Buner "should be a wake-up call, that (the militants) are just not going 

to settle for Swat. They're going to continue to consolidate power." 
The takeover of Buner and the imposition of Sharia in Swat are an e outgrowth of the Taliban's violent conquest of Swat, 

completed in February. The provincial government in the Frontier Province had forged a deal with Taliban extremists, agreeing to 
the imposition of Islamic law in return for an end to the fighting, but the accord didn't enter into force because Zardari had 
hesitated to give the necessary assent. 

The U.S. has voiced concerns over the deal in Swat as have members of Pakistan's small liberal elite. But politicians said 
they were left with few options after a band of marauding Taliban defeated the Pakistani army in Swat. 

"This (Sharia) has been imposed from a position of defeat," said Iqbal Haider, a co-chairman of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan, an independent group. "This is a formula for the Talibanization of Pakistan." 

It appears that Western-style schools, where English is the language of instruction, could be the extremists' next target. 
Several schools in Islamabad closed Monday, and others in Punjab province, the country's most populous region, hurriedly 
beefed up their security. 

In the parliamentary debate, the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party led the argument in favor of introducing Sharia law. Only one 
political party, the Karachi-based MQM, was critical of the deal, but it abstained rather than vote no. Farooq Sattar, a leader of 
the MQM, said that his party doesn't believe in "agreements made at gunpoint". Earlier Monday, Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., 
visiting Pakistan, had praised the country's democracy. 

Zardari's spokesperson, Farahnaz Ispahani, said that the president signed the Sharia agreement "after passing of 
unanimous resolution by parliament which reflects the wishes of the people of Pakistan." 

In Swat, which has suffered a two-year campaign of terror at the hands of the Taliban, there was widespread relief over 
Zardari's assent. Since the deal was reached with the provincial authorities in February, the Taliban have taken a much lower 
profile, but the delay in getting Islamabad's approval raised fears that the gunmen would be back on the streets. 

According to reports from Swat late Monday, residents were celebrating by firing guns in the air and handing out candy. 
The Swat Taliban said that they "appreciated" the parliament's endorsement of the deal. 

Mehmood Shah, an analyst who formerly was a senior official in the Frontier province, said the Pakistan government 
"doesn't have a plan" for dealing with the extremists. He said its lack of a strategy is contributing to the militancy's spread. 

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/251/story/65998.html
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Swat, a mountainous region, was Pakistan's top tourist destination before Pakistani Taliban militants became entrenched 
there in 2007. The militants, who are based in the semi-autonomous tribal area west of Swat, are allied with al Qaida. Until this 
week, Swat was the only "settled" area in Pakistan ð a regular part of the country ð that militants have annexed. 

The Sharia agreement applies not only in Swat but also in surrounding districts, including Buner to its southeast and Dir to 
its west. Dir, which borders Afghanistan, appears to be the next Taliban target. 

Around a week ago, hundreds of armed militants moved into Buner district, which has a population of around 500,000, and 
killed three policemen and two residents. Now, without resistance by the armed forces, they've taken over a shrine, the homes of 
tribal leaders, and they now patrol the area, imploring the youth there to join them, according to local media reports. From Buner, 
the Taliban could go east or west to strategically important positions. 

Pakistan's English-language press has been scathing about the Buner debacle. The News, a daily newspaper, said that 
residents "had no support from the federal or provincial government and it was, in military terms, a walk-over for the Taliban." 

The Daily Times, in an editorial published Sunday, said: "Pakistan needs help because it can't fight the Taliban. What 
should the world community do when it sees a state being usurped by terrorists who clearly intend to spread their terrorism 
around the world?" 

Zardari OKs Islamic Law For Swat Valley (WT) 

By From Combined Dispatches 
Washington Times, April 14, 2009 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan | Under pressure from lawmakers including members of his own party, Pakistan's president Monday 

signed a regulation that puts a northwest valley under Islamic law to achieve peace with Taliban militants who have brutalized the 
area. 

Meanwhile, authorities announced the arrest of a fifth suspect in the deadly siege of the Indian city of Mumbai last year. 
The provincial government in northwestern Pakistan agreed in February to impose Islamic law in the Swat Valley and 

surrounding areas in exchange for a cease-fire with the local Taliban. 
Western and Pakistani critics say the agreement represents a dangerous surrender to extremists behind a campaign of 

terrorism in the Swat Valley and more broadly across the border region with Afghanistan. 
Amid the criticism, President Asif Ali Zardari delayed signing the agreement. 
His official stance was that he wouldn't sign until peace is achieved in the area - but he never defined what that means. The 

delay led a hard-line cleric mediating the agreement to leave Swat in anger last week while also upsetting lawmakers from the 
region. 

ñThe whole nation is united in its support of the Swat regulation and wants the president to approve it,ò Prime Minister 
Yousuf Raza Gilani said at the start of a floor debate on the pact Monday. 

Even without the president's approval, judges trained in Islamic law had already began hearing cases in Swat, and 
witnesses say the Taliban are in effective control of much of the region. Supporters say the changes in the legal system will 
speed up justice there, not lead to harsh punishments or restrict the rights of women. 

Opponents cite a video aired last week of fanatics flogging a woman who refused to marry a Taliban commander as an 
example of Shariah law in action. 

The Taliban, meanwhile, have taken their campaign to impose Shariah law throughout Pakistan to the next mountain 
valley, only 60 miles from the capital, police and residents told Reuters news agency Monday. 

Surging militant violence across Pakistan and the spread of Taliban influence through the northwest are reviving concerns 
about the stability of the nuclear-armed U.S. ally. 

Pakistan is crucial to U.S. efforts to stabilize neighboring Afghanistan but the government has been unable to check militant 
attacks in its cities let alone stop insurgents crossing into Afghanistan from border strongholds to battle Western forces. 

Clashes erupted in Buner district last week after scores of Taliban moved in from the neighboring Swat Valley. 
Buner residents formed a militia, or ñlashkar,ò to resist the militants and 13 people, including eight Taliban, three policemen 

and two villagers, were killed in clashes. 
Authorities say they are negotiating with the militants to persuade them to withdraw but the Taliban have stayed put and 

appeared determined to take over the valley, police said. 
ñThey are everywhere,ò Arsala Khan, a deputy superintendent of police, told Reuters by telephone from Buner. 

Militants Threaten Pakistanõs Populous Heart (NYT) 

By Sabrina Tavernise, Richard A. Oppel Jr. And Eric Schmitt 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/apr/14/zardari-oks-islamic-law-for-swat-valley/
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New York Times, April 14, 2009 
DERA GHAZI KHAN, Pakistan ð Taliban insurgents are teaming up with local militant groups to make inroads in Punjab, 

the province that is home to more than half of Pakistanis, reinvigorating an alliance that Pakistani and American authorities say 
poses a serious risk to the stability of the country. 

The deadly assault in March in Lahore, Punjabôs capital, against the Sri Lankan cricket team, and the bombing last fall of 
the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, the national capital, were only the most spectacular examples of the joint campaign, they said. 

Now police officials, local residents and analysts warn that if the government does not take decisive action, these dusty, 
impoverished fringes of Punjab could be the next areas facing the insurgency. American intelligence and counterterrorism 
officials also said they viewed the developments with alarm. 

ñI donôt think a lot of people understand the gravity of the issue,ò said a senior police official in Punjab, who declined to be 
idenfitied because he was discussing threats to the state. ñIf you want to destabilize Pakistan, you have to destabilize Punjab.ò 

As American drone attacks disrupt strongholds of the Taliban and Al Qaeda in the tribal areas, the insurgents are striking 
deeper into Pakistan ð both in retaliation and in search of new havens. 

Tell-tale signs of creeping militancy abound in a belt of towns and villages near here that a reporter visited last week. 
Militants have gained strength considerably in the district of Dera Ghazi Khan, which is a gateway both to Taliban-controlled 
areas and the heart of Punjab, police and local residents say. Many were terrified. 

Some villages, just north of here, are so deeply infiltrated by militants that they are already considered no-go zones by their 
neighbors. 

In at least five towns in southern and western Punjab, including the midsize hub of Multan, barber shops, music stores and 
Internet cafes offensive to the militantsô strict interpretation of Islam have received threats. Traditional ceremonies that include 
drumming and dancing have been halted in some areas. Hard-line ideologues have addressed large crowds to push their idea of 
Islamic revolution. Sectarian attacks, dormant here since the 1990s, have erupted once again. 

ñItôs going from bad to worse,ò said a senior police official in Dera Ghazi Khan. ñThey are now more active. These are the 
facts.ò 

American officials agreed. Bruce Riedel, who led the Obama administrationôs recently completed strategy review of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, said the Taliban now had ñextensive links into the Punjab.ò 

ñYou are seeing more of a coalescence of these militant groups,ò said Mr. Riedel, a former C.I.A. official. ñConnections that 
have always existed are becoming tighter and more public than they have in the past.ò 

The Punjabi militant groups have had links with the Taliban, who are mostly Pashtun tribesmen, since the 1980s. Some of 
the Punjabi groups are veterans of Pakistanôs state-sponsored insurgency against Indian forces in Kashmir. Others made targets 
of Shiites. 

Under pressure from the United States, former President Pervez Musharraf cut back state support for the Punjabi groups. 
They either went underground or migrated to the tribal areas, where they deepened their ties with the Taliban and Al Qaeda. 

At least 20 militants killed in American strikes in the tribal areas since last summer were Punjabi, according to people from 
the tribal areas and Pakistani officials. One Pakistani security official estimated that 5 percent to 10 percent of militants in the 
tribal regions could be Punjabi. 

The alliance is based on more than shared ideology. ñThese are tactical alliances,ò said a senior American counterterrorism 
official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss intelligence matters. The Pashtun 
Taliban and Arab militants, who are part of Al Qaeda, have money, sanctuary, training sites and suicide bombers. The Punjabi 
militants can provide logistical help in Punjabi cities, like Lahore, including handling bombers and target reconnaissance. 

The cooperation between the groups intensified greatly after the governmentôs siege of Islamic hard-liners at the Red 
Mosque in Islamabad, in mid-2007, Pakistani and American security officials say. The siege has since become a rallying cry. 

One such joint operation, an American security official said, was the Marriott bombing in Islamabad in September, which 
killed more than 50 people. 

As this cooperation intensifies, places like Dera Ghazi Khan are particularly vulnerable. This frontier town is home to a 
combustible mix of worries: poverty, a growing phalanx of hard-line religious schools and a uranium processing plant that is a part 
of Pakisitanôs nuclear program. 

It is also strategically situated at the intersection of two main roads. One is a main artery into Pakistanôs heartland, in 
southern Punjab. The other connects Baluchistan Province in the west to the North-West Frontier Province, both Taliban 
strongholds. 

ñWe are being cornered in a blind alley,ò said Mohammed Ali, a local landlord. ñWe canôt breathe easily.ò 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/world/asia/14punjab.html?hp
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Attacks intended to intimidate and sow sectarian strife are more common. The police point to a suicide bombing in Dera 
Ghazi Khan on Feb. 5. Two local Punjabis, with the help of Taliban backers, orchestrated the attack, which killed 29 people at a 
Shiite ceremony, the local police said. 

The authorities arrested two men as masterminds on April 6: Qari Muhammad Ismail Gul, the leader of a local madrasa; 
and Ghulam Mustafa Kaisrani, a jihadi who posed as a salesman for a medical company. 

They belonged to a banned Punjabi group called Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, but were tied through phone calls to two deputies of 
the Pakistani Taliban leader Baitullah Mehsud, the police said. 

ñThe phone numbers they call are in Waziristan,ò said a police official, referring to the Taliban base in the tribal areas. ñThey 
are working together hand in glove.ò One of the men had gone for training in Waziristan last summer, the police said. The 
operations are well-supported. Mr. Kaisrani had several bank transfers worth about $11 million from his Pakistani account, the 
authorities said. 

Local crimes, including at least two recent bank robberies in Dera Ghazi Khan, were also traced to networks of Islamic 
militants, officials said. 

ñThe money thatôs coming in is huge,ò said Zulfiqar Hameed, head of investigations for the Lahore Police Department. 
ñWhen you go back through the chain of the transaction, you invariably find itôs been done for money.ò 

After the suicide attack here, the police confiscated a 20-minute inspirational video, titled ñRevenge,ò for the Red Mosque, 
which gave testimonials from suicide bombers in different cities and post-attack images. 

Umme Hassan, the wife of a fiery preacher who was killed during the Red Mosque siege, now frequently travels to south 
Punjab, to rally the faithful. She has made 12 visits in the past several months before cheering crowds and showing emotional 
clips of the attack, said a Punjabi official who has been monitoring her visits. 

ñShe claimed that they would bring Islamic revolution in three months,ò said Umar Draz, who attended a rally in 
Muzzafargarh. 

The situation in south and west Punjab is still far from that in the Swat Valley, a part of North-West Frontier Province that is 
now fully under Taliban control after the military agreed to a truce in February. But there are strong parallels. 

The Taliban here exploit many of the same weaknesses that have allowed them to expand in other areas: an absent or 
intimidated police force; a lack of attention from national and provincial leaders; a population steadily cowed by threats, or won 
over by hard-line mullahs who usurp authority by playing on government neglect and poverty. 

In Shadan Lund, a village just north of here, militants are openly demanding Islamic law, or Sharia, said Jan Sher, whose 
brother is a teacher there. ñThe situation is sharply going toward Swat,ò Mr. Sher said. He and others said the single biggest 
obstacle to stopping the advance of militancy was the attitudes of Pakistanis themselves, whose fury at the United States has led 
to blind support for everyone that goes against it. 

Shabaz Sharif, the chief minister of Punjab, said he was painfully aware of the problems of insurgent infiltration and was 
taking steps to restore peopleôs faith in government, including plans for new schools and hospitals. ñHearts and minds must be 
won,ò he said in an interview Monday. ñIf this struggle fails, this country has no future.ò 

But people complain that landowners and local politicians have done nothing to stop the advance and, in some cases, even 
assist the militants by giving money to some of the religious schools. 

ñThe government is useless,ò said Mr. Ali, the local landlord. ñThey live happy, secure lives in Lahore. Their children study 
abroad. They only come here to contest elections.ò 

The police are left alone to stop the advance. But in Punjab, as in much of the rest of Pakistan, they are spread unevenly, 
with little presence in rural areas. Out of 160,000 police officers in Punjab, fewer than 60,000 are posted in rural areas, leaving 
frontier stations in districts virtually unprotected, police officials said. 

Locals feel helpless. When a 15-year-old boy vanished from a madrasa in a village near here recently ð his classmates 
said to go on jihad ð his uncle could not afford to go look for him, let alone confront the powerful men who run the madrasa. 

ñWe are simple people,ò the man said. ñWhat can we do?ò 

Pakistan Warns Kerry Not To Attach Strings To Aid (HILL) 

By Bridget Johnson 
The Hill, April 14, 2009 
Pakistan warned visiting Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) Monday that Washington should not to attach conditions to the $7.5 

billion in aid proposed by President Obama as part of his comprehensive Afghanistan strategy. 

http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/pakistan-warns-kerry-about-attaching-strings-to-aid-2009-04-13.html
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The chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee met with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani in 
Islamabad on the heels of a visit last week by envoy Richard Holbrooke and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Adm. Mike Mullen to 
discus Pakistan's effort in fighting extremism. 

Pakistan is being asked, in return for the aid, to shut down terrorist camps in the tribal regions bordering Afghanistan and to 
stem cross-border attacks by insurgents. 

"The U.S. should not attach conditionalities to the assistance package being presented to the U.S. Congress, as aid with 
strings attached would fail to generate the desired goodwill and results in Pakistan," Gilani, adding there was a "trust deficit" 
between the U.S. and Paksitan, was quoted in a statement issued by his office. 

"The prime minister also pointed out that the negative messaging emanating from the U.S. and the West was generating ill 
will," the statement added. 

Stressing he was "not here to complain," Kerry said the government was "making enormous efforts to guarantee the 
absolute cooperation and accountability of the intelligence efforts in this country." 

Last week's visit included Pakistan taking umbrage at U.S. allegations that the country's intelligence services have 
supported terrorists. Holbrooke and Mullen were reportedly asked by Pakistani officials to hand over the unmanned drones used 
to strike at terrorist strongholds plus the intelligence that guides the drones to their targets. 

Kerry also met with President Asif Ali Zardari, who said the aid was necessary. "Generous support from the international 
community will help strengthening democracy in the country," Zardari said. 

The meetings came the same day that Zardari signed a controversial rule officially allowing the Taliban to impose Sharia 
law in the onetime resort area of Swat valley. The deal states that insurgents should now disarm, but critics of the accord suspect 
that the Taliban will simply use the pact to leverage control over more areas of Pakistan. 

The Daily Times of Pakistan also reported that about 200 Taliban stormed terminals storing NATO supplies in North-West 
Frontier Province capital Peshawar on Sunday, killing a guard and torching a dozen vehicles. 

Last Thursday, Pakistan's ambassador to the U.S., Husain Haqqani, said in Washington "the world is not a problem for 
America to fix" and that the aid package before Congress was too "intrusive" and disregarded Pakistan's ability to be self-
accountable for the funds. 

"A company at the verge of failure is quite clearly able to get a bigger bailout than a nation that has been accused of 
failure," Haqqani said at the Atlantic Council. "That's something that in this town needs a review." 

Pakistan Warns Kerry Against Aid Conditions (AFP) 

By Nasir Jaffry 
AFP, April 14, 2009 
ISLAMABAD ï Pakistan accused the United States and the West on Monday of generating "ill will" and warned US Senator 

John Kerry that Washington should not attach conditions to a massive aid package. 
The chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee is poised to introduce a bill to massively increase non-military 

assistance for Pakistan, Washington's cash-strapped and unstable key ally in the "war on terror". 
Another Democrat, Representative Howard Berman, has introduced a separate draft bill that aims to triple economic 

assistance to 1.5 billion dollars per year until 2013 and shore up democratic rule with conditions attached. 
US President Barack Obama, who has put Pakistan at the centre of the fight against Al-Qaeda under a new strategy to 

defeat Islamists, has warned that Washington would no longer provide the nuclear-armed nation with a blank cheque. 
The Berman bill meets some long-standing requests for military equipment, but requires the White House to certify that 

Pakistan is fighting terror and that its military and intelligence services do not support extremists. 
Pakistan must also close all terror camps in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and work to prevent cross-border 

attacks into Afghanistan. 
"The US should not attach conditionalities to the assistance package being presented to the US Congress, as aid with 

strings attached would fail to generate the desired goodwill and results in Pakistan," a statement from Yousuf Raza Gilani's office 
quoted the prime minister as saying. 

"The prime minister also pointed out that the negative messaging emanating from the US and the West was generating ill 
will," the statement added. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi later sought to downplay Gilani's statement, pointing out that Kerry had yet to 
present his bill. Both draft bills would need to be debated, refined and then voted on. 

"Nothing is firm yet. It's too early to point out what is actually going to be in the final bill. We have to wait and see... The idea 
is to support Pakistan, not to micromanage Pakistan," Qureshi told a joint news conference with the US senator. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20090413/pl_afp/pakistanusdiplomacy2ndlead;_ylt=AkamAhAg8xQ4936u.pLbv7U8KbIF
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Kerry, who arrived in Pakistan on Monday morning for a series of high level meetings, told reporters his bill was about the 
long-term. 

"This bill will try to focus on how we should redefine this relationship -- a relationship that will triple non-military assistance to 
the people of Pakistan to 1.5 billion dollars a year for 10 years forward," Kerry said. 

He said the Senate bill was not attached with "conditionality" but with metric measurements to ensure effective 
implementation of development projects. 

The influential senator also tried to smooth recent US criticism over the Pakistani intelligence services, which clouded a top 
level US visit last week and singled out the country's top spy Lieutenant General Shuja Pasha. 

"I think that he and your government are making enormous efforts to guarantee the absolute cooperation and accountability 
of the intelligence efforts in this country and I'm not here to complain," Kerry said. 

US officials have publicly criticised Pakistan's powerful intelligence services -- which have a history of backing Islamist 
militants to fight in Indian-controlled Kashmir and in Afghanistan -- for supporting extremists. 

Pakistan's relationship with the United States has also been troubled by drone attacks -- which have killed more than 360 
people since August 2008 -- saying they violate its territorial sovereignty and deepen resentment. 

"I'm here to learn, I'm here to listen and I've heard this complaint loudly and clearly, and I intend to report back to 
Washington the points of view I'm hearing here and I'm confident people will review it," Kerry said. 

President Asif Ali Zardari called financial aid "essential" and requested the swift passage of the aid bill and legislation to 
create reconstruction opportunity zones in violence-torn tribal areas bordering Afghanistan. 

Islamabad Seeks Terror Suspectsõ Details (FT) 

By Farhan Bokhari 
Financial Times, April 14, 2009 
The Pakistani government has asked the UK authorities to share names and addresses of up to 11 men taken into custody 

during last weekôs terror alert in the UK amid reports that Britain is seeking to deport them. 
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, Pakistanôs high commissioner to the UK, told the Financial Times that his government promised to 

protect the rights of any Pakistanis caught in the group. 
ñAny proceedings made within Pakistan will be based on regular Pakistani law and with due consideration to all their rightsò 

he said. 
Mr Hasanôs comments came as speculation mounted both in Pakistan and the UK that at least some of the arrested men 

may eventually be deported rather than put on trial. Some experts said the matter could eventually highlight the difficulty 
encountered in cases built primarily upon intelligence information. 

However, western diplomats and Pakistani officials believe deportation would take place only when Islamabad publicly 
promises to leave the men unharmed should they return to the country. 

This would be essential to avoid subsequent embarrassment to the UK for returning foreign nationals to a country with a 
questionable record of treating detainees especially those involved in terrorism-related cases. 

Concerns over the fate of terrorism detainees remain high in Pakistan, after years of controversies over hundreds of people 
who went missing in the countryôs US-backed campaign against terror. 

ñIn my opinion, the UK will have to insist very hard on water-tight guarantees if there is deportation of some of these 
suspectsò said one western diplomat in Islamabad. ñI expect the proceedings in the UK to last for some time, so we shouldnôt 
expect a deportation in the near term. But this could happen at some point in timeò. 

Civilians Died In Airstrike By NATO, Afghan Says (NYT) 

By Richard A. Oppel Jr. And Abdul Waheed Wafa 
New York Times, April 14, 2009 
KABUL, Afghanistan ð An airstrike by NATO forces early Monday in mountainous eastern Afghanistan killed six civilians, 

including two children, a local Afghan official said, the latest accusation of civilian casualties leveled against NATO and American 
forces. 

NATO officials confirmed the raid but said that only insurgents suspected of planning attacks on the allianceôs outposts had 
been killed. 

The Afghan official, Zalmay Yousufzai, the governor of Watapor district in Kunar Province, said that NATO helicopters 
destroyed one house and damaged several others. In addition to the 6 civilians killed, he said, 14 were wounded. Four of the 
wounded were hospitalized, he said. 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/212f66a6-2854-11de-8dbf-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/world/asia/14afghan.html?ref=world
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The airstrike followed an attack in Khost Province last week by American-led forces that left at least four civilians dead. 
Afghan and American military officials agreed this year to better coordinate airstrikes and raids in hopes of reducing civilian 

casualties. Mr. Yousufzai said there had been ñno coordination with usò before Mondayôs raid. 
A reporter for Agence France-Presse said the wounded at a nearby hospital included two men, a woman and a 14-year-old 

boy who said he had been told that four members of his family had been killed. 
ñWe were asleep, and all of a sudden the roof collapsed,ò the boy, who gave his name only as Zakirullah, told the news 

agency. ñI donôt remember anything. I got to know here that my father, my mother, my brother and my younger sister have all 
been killed, and I am wounded.ò 

The NATO-led International Security Assistance Force said that ñmultiple intelligence sourcesò identified the dead as ñfour 
to eight enemy fightersò and that the attack came after ñintelligence intercepts indicated the hostile intent of the enemyò to attack 
outposts. 

A force spokesman said it would investigate whether there were civilian casualties. ñWe deeply regret any possible civilian 
injuries caused by our operations against the enemy,ò said the spokesman, Capt. Mark Durkin. 

Iraqi Islamists Claim Credit For Deadly Attack On U.S. Soldiers (MCT) 

By Corinne Reilly 
McClatchy, April 14, 2009 
BAGHDAD ð A radical Islamist group thought to be a front for al Qaida in Iraq has claimed responsibility for a Friday 

suicide bombing that killed five U.S. soldiers in the northern city of Mosul. 
The attack, the single deadliest on Americans here in more than a year, also killed two Iraqi national police officers. 
In statements posted Monday on extremist Web sites, the Islamic State of Iraq said it planned and carried out the bombing. 

The group also claimed responsibility for a suicide attack that killed at least nine U.S.-allied Sunni Muslim militiamen in southern 
Iraq Saturday. 

The Islamic State of Iraq is regarded by the U.S. as a front group for al Qaida in Iraq, though the group describes itself as a 
coalition of several extremist organizations. In 2006, it declared an Islamic state in Iraq's Sunni Muslim areas. 

U.S. officials have said that al Qaida in Iraq has been so severely weakened over the past year or so that it probably can no 
longer carry out the massive attacks it once perpetrated. Last week's bombings, in combination with a wider upswing in violence 
over the past two months, cast doubt on those assertions, however. 

U.S. troops are scheduled to withdraw from Iraqi cities in less than two months, and President Barack Obama has pledged 
to pull most Americans from the country altogether by the end of next summer. The recent uptick in attacks here has raised 
concerns about what might happen when the U.S departs. 

In Monday's Web postings, the group said the attacks were part of a plan, dubbed the "Plan of Good Harvest," announced 
last month to target Americans and their supporters. "Our brother cried 'Allah is Great' and he detonated his truck amid a large 
gathering of crusaders and apostates, tearing them apart," one of the postings said. "We ask Allah to accept our brother as a 
martyr and to place him in the highest rank of paradise." 

The postings were translated by SITE Intelligence Group, a Maryland-based company that monitors extremist Web sites. 
U.S. officials didn't immediately respond to requests for comment on the group's claims. 
Ali Ghaidan, the Iraqi Army's top ground commander, dismissed the idea that the attacks may be a sign that al Qaida in 

Iraq is regaining strength. 
"Al Qaida is losing," Ghaidan said. "Even though they cause explosions here and there, they are bankrupt and they are 

being kicked out of this country." 
U.S. military officials said the five Americans who died in the Friday bombing were simply targets of opportunity, and that 

the bomber's true aim was an Iraqi national police station where the attack took place. The U.S. soldiers who died were in a 
convoy that was passing the police station at the time of the explosion. 

The attacker drove a dump truck packed with at least 200 pounds of explosives into a barrier just outside the national police 
station. More than 60 people were injured. 

The Americans who died were assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th 
Infantry Division, out of Fort Carson, Colo. 

The Department of Defense identified them Sunday as Staff Sgt. Gary L. Woods Jr., 24, of Lebanon Junction, Ky.; Staff 
Sgt. Bryan E. Hall, 32, of Elk Grove, Calif.; Sgt. Edward W. Forrest Jr., 25, of St. Louis; Cpl. Jason G. Pautsch, 20, of Davenport, 
Iowa; and Pvt. Bryce E. Gautier, 22, of Cypress, Calif. 

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/251/story/66034.html
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In the Saturday bombing, a suicide attacker wearing an explosives vest targeted a crowd of militiamen waiting for their 
paychecks near Iskandariyah, about 40 miles south of Baghdad. 

The militiamen targeted are known as the Sons of Iraq, which the U.S. military launched with the help of local tribal leaders 
in 2007. Many of the militia's members are former Sunni insurgents who helped kill Americans until the U.S. began paying them 
to turn against violence and help root out al Qaida in Iraq. 

The Sons of Iraq program is credited with playing a major role in the steep reduction in violence across Iraq over the past 
year or so. Al Qaida frequently targets the militia's members. 

Also on Monday, an American soldier was killed when an armor-piercing bomb struck a convoy south of Baghdad, the 
military said in a statement. The soldier's name was withheld pending notification of relatives. 

Sunni Insurgents Claim Blast That Killed 5 U.S. Troops (WP) 

Group Also Says It Was Behind Slaying of 8 'Sons of Iraq' 
By Ernesto LondoNo 
Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
BAGHDAD -- The Islamic State of Iraq, an umbrella group for extremist organizations including al-Qaeda in Iraq, asserted 

responsibility Monday for a bombing that killed five U.S. soldiers last week in the deadliest attack on American troops in Iraq in 
more than a year. 

The group also said it carried out a suicide bombing that killed at least eight Sunni Muslim armed guards as they were 
waiting outside an Iraqi army station south of Baghdad to collect their salaries. 

U.S. officials say al-Qaeda in Iraq and other Sunni extremist groups have lost the widespread support and financial backing 
they had in years past. But the recent spate of bombings that bear the trademarks of the group have raised concerns about a 
possible resurgence of violence as the U.S. military begins to close small outposts and prepares to once again operate almost 
exclusively out of large bases. 

Most U.S. combat troops are scheduled to leave Iraq in the summer of 2010. All troops are expected to be out by the end 
of 2011. 

The assertions about the recent attacks were posted Monday on online forums used by radical Islamist groups. The 
messages were translated by the Bethesda-based SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors and analyzes such messages. 

The online messages asserted that the recent attacks were part of "Plan of Good Harvest," a series of attacks against U.S. 
forces and their supporters in Iraq. The plan was announced on online forums last month and attributed to Abu Omar al-
Baghdadi, the supposed leader of the Islamic State of Iraq. Some counterterrorism officials say they doubt Baghdadi is a real 
person. 

The bombing that killed five soldiers Friday was carried out by a dump truck driver who detonated a load of explosives 
outside an Iraqi police compound in the northern city of Mosul, al-Qaeda in Iraq's last urban stronghold in the country. 

The following day a suicide bomber killed eight Sunni guards known as Sons of Iraq in Iskandariyah, a town in Babil 
province about 30 miles south of Baghdad. 

The Sons of Iraq groups, also known as Awakening councils, were formed and financed by the U.S. military to fight al-
Qaeda in Iraq. The U.S. government recently handed over control of the groups to the Iraqi government. 

Also Monday, a U.S. soldier was killed by an armor-piercing roadside bomb near Karbala, a city in southern Iraq where 
such attacks have been rare in recent years. The U.S. military said a convoy was struck by an explosively formed projectile, or 
EFP, at 7:40 a.m. roughly three miles south of Karbala. 

Hundreds of American soldiers in Iraq have been killed by EFPs, which the military has said in the past are imported from 
Iran. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi government on Monday accused media outlets of fomenting sectarian tension and said it has filed a 
lawsuit in which it accuses two organizations of misquoting a military spokesman. 

Iraq's national media office said in a statement that some reporters had been carrying out a "coordinated campaign" to 
exacerbate tension between the Shiite-led government and the Sons of Iraq paramilitary groups. 

Several recent stories in the Western and Arab media have quoted Sons of Iraq leaders who accuse the government of 
paying them late and arresting members without cause. 

The suit names al-Hayat, a London-based Arabic-language newspaper, and al-Sharqiya television station. The two 
organizations quoted a military spokesman last week as saying that the names and faces of inmates recently released by the 
U.S. military had been posted at checkpoints as part of an investigation into a recent spate of bombings in Baghdad. The 
spokesman denied having said that. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041301202.html?hpid=moreheadlines
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Iraq Accuses Media Of Provoking Strife (AP) 

By Robert H. Reid 
Associated Press, April 14, 2009 
BAGHDAD ï Iraq's Shiite-led government criticized foreign and Iraqi media Monday for reports about recent arrests of 

U.S.-backed Sunni paramilitaries, accusing news organizations of stoking religious tension and threatening national unity. 
At the same time, Iraq's military threatened to sanction a major Arabic newspaper and a satellite television station for falsely 

quoting a spokesman about efforts to arrest former detainees recently freed by the Americans. 
Those moves stem from growing tension between the Shiite leadership and Sunnis who turned against the insurgency, as 

the United States presses for progress on national reconciliation before the end of the American military mission in 2011. 
Also Monday, an American soldier was killed by an armor-piercing bomb south of Baghdad, the U.S. military said. It was 

seventh combat death suffered by U.S. forces in Iraq since Friday. 
Government anger at the media followed news reports that recent arrests of Sunni paramilitaries, known as Awakening 

Councils or Sons of Iraq, may have been politically motivated. 
The paramilitaries were organized and funded by the U.S. starting in 2006 to help maintain security in their neighborhoods. 

The U.S. transferred control of the councils, whose ranks include former insurgents, to Iraqi authorities last year. 
Since then, a number of council members have been arrested for alleged criminal activity and ties to subversive groups, 

including Saddam Hussein loyalists. 
Leaders of the Awakening Councils have claimed that the arrests were aimed at marginalizing Sunni groups, which the 

U.S. credit with helping turn the tide against the insurgents. 
In a statement Monday, the government said "local, Arab and international mass media" had launched a "coordinated 

campaign" against the national leadership by accusing it of "targeting the Awakening Councils in some areas." 
The statement said those arrested were detained because they had committed crimes and not for membership in the 

councils. 
The government accused unspecified news organizations of portraying "wanted men as heroes" in an attempt "to provoke 

hateful sectarian strife with the aim of damaging Iraqi unity." 
The statement said officials were wondering "about the real goals of these campaigns and the groups behind them." 
In the other move against media, the Iraqi military announced a lawsuit seeking to shut down the Iraq operations of Al-

Hayat, a major London-based Arabic language newspaper, and Al-Sharqiya television station, for falsely reporting that orders 
had been issued to arrest ex-detainees recently released by the U.S. 

Military spokesman Maj. Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi insisted he said only that ex-detainee files would be reviewed to 
determine if any of them were involved in a recent uptick in bombings. Most of the former detainees are believed to be Sunnis. 

Al-Hayat issued a correction on its Web site on Monday, saying its information did not come from al-Moussawi but another 
unidentified official. Al-Sharqiya, which quoted the newspaper report, said the military complaint "is not worthy of a response." 

In August 2004, the government closed the Baghdad bureau of Al-Jazeera television, accusing the station of inciting 
violence. The office is still closed, but the station operates in the Kurdish-ruled area of the north. 

Iraq also shut down two privately owned TV stations in November 2006 for broadcasting protests over Saddam's death 
sentence. 

About 200 newspapers publish in Iraq. Although some have been fined for their reporting, only one has been closed since 
the U.S.-led invasion of 2003. 

The American soldier was killed near Karbala, a Shiite holy city 30 miles south of Baghdad, when an armor-piercing bomb, 
known as an explosively formed projectile, exploded near a U.S. vehicle. 

U.S. officials believe those projectiles, or EFPs, are manufactured in Iran and smuggled to Shiite militias ð a charge the 
Iranians deny. 

Six other U.S. soldiers have been killed in recent days, including five who died Friday in a suicide truck bombing in Mosul. 
Another soldier was killed Saturday in a bombing in Salahuddin province north of Baghdad. 

A claim of responsibility for the Mosul blast was posted Monday on a militant Web site in the name of the Islamic State of 
Iraq, an al-Qaida front. It also claimed responsibility for the Saturday suicide attack that killed nine members of an Awakening 
Council group south of Baghdad. 

Also Monday, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas made a surprise visit to Iraq's self-ruled Kurdish region, said Kurdish 
government spokesman Fouad Hussein. Kurdish officials have signaled a willingness to accept Palestinian refugees from 
elsewhere in Iraq. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090413/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq;_ylt=AqViFSbz_2.3sqZo.71XYKFvaA8F
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About 11,000 Palestinians live in Iraq, mostly in Baghdad. Some have been targeted in Iraqi sectarian attacks because of 
their perceived privileged status under Saddam. 

Iraqi General Filing Suit To Close Newspaper And TV Channel Over Alleged Misquotes (NYT) 

By Rod Nordland 
New York Times, April 14, 2009 
BAGHDAD ð The Iraqi military put local journalists on notice on Monday that their organizations could be shut down for 

misquoting officials, while the Iraqi government accused the news media of deliberately seeking to promote sectarian strife. 
The top military spokesman in Baghdad, Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta, said he was filing a lawsuit seeking to close the Baghdad 

office of Al Hayat, one of the most prominent newspapers in the Arab world, as well as the satellite signal of Al Sharqiya, a 
popular Iraqi television channel that has been a strong critic of the government. The lawsuit was announced on the Web site of 
the Baghdad Operations Command, which coordinates Iraqi security forces in the capital. 

The National Media Center of the Council of Ministers criticized local, Arab and international news media on Monday for 
recent reports about arrests of members of the Awakening Councils. ñThese attempts by some media to depict wanted persons 
as heroes targeted by security forces provoke hateful sectarian strife in order to damage Iraqi unity,ò the government said in a 
statement, adding that such reports ñmake us wonder about the true goals of these campaigns and the groups behind them.ò 

General Atta contended that the two media outlets had falsely quoted him as reporting that the government would re-arrest 
detainees released by the Americans, and would distribute pictures of them to military and police checkpoints. ñI havenôt spoken 
to Al Hayat in six months,ò he said. Al Sharqiya apparently picked up the Al Hayat report. 

The United States is seeking to release most of the 20,000 remaining detainees in the prisons it controls as part of the 
handover of authority to the Iraqis and also to encourage reconciliation. 

The official government newspaper, Al Sabah, also published the remarks attributed to General Atta, but it was not 
threatened with closing. 

General Attaôs suit seeks to shut down the two organizations for ñpublishing false reports,ò his office said. Al Hayat 
published a correction on its Web site, saying the newspaper had confused General Attaôs remarks with those of an unnamed 
source. 

ñHere in Iraq there are no laws regulating journalism, and we just follow moral and ethical standards,ò said the director of Al 
Hayatôs Baghdad office, Mushreq Abbas. ñNo comment,ò he said, when asked about the assertion that the paper had not spoken 
to General Atta in six months. 

Of the more than 200 newspapers in Iraq, the only one shut down so far was that of the Mahdi Army, a radical Shiite group. 
Its closing in 2004 led to an uprising by the Mahdi Army. 

In 2004, the interim government in Iraq banned Al Jazeera, the Arab worldôs leading satellite news channel, on grounds of 
sympathizing with insurgents, and successive governments have extended the ban. An Iraqi television channel, Al Zawra, was 
permanently closed in 2005 after it broadcast videos of insurgent attacks on American troops. 

The statement by the National Media Center, which coordinates the spokesmen for all Iraqi government agencies, followed 
a series of arrests of prominent members of the Awakening Councils, including some that raised concerns among American 
military officials and diplomats. 

In another development on Monday, an Iraqi cartoonist demanded an apology from the police in the Shiite holy city of 
Karbala for having confiscated two satirical drawings of Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki and other government officials. 

ñWhat happened was an offense to freedom,ò the cartoonist, Salman Abed, said in a telephone interview. ñWe want to build 
a new country on liberal and democratic foundations.ò 

What started as a minor incident last Thursday, when the police seized 2 of the 15 large drawings that Mr. Abed had been 
exhibiting on a street in central Karbala, has escalated. Several Iraqi media outlets have posted some of the cartoons on their 
Web sites, undercutting the authoritiesô effort to silence Mr. Abed. 

In one cartoon, Mr. Abed depicted Mr. Maliki as a frustrated mechanic struggling to repair a car. The license plate says, 
ñmuhasasa,ò Arabic for the governmentôs ethnic and sectarian quotas. A road sign behind Mr. Maliki says, ñThe road is long.ò 

Dem Decries Anti-gay Murders In Iraq  (POL) 

The Politico, April 14, 2009 
Rep. Jared Polis (D-Colo), returning from his trip to Baghdad last week, is calling for an investigation into a recent wave of 

bias violence against gays and lesbians in Iraq. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/14/world/middleeast/14iraq.html?ref=world
http://www.politico.com/blogs/glennthrush/0409/Dem_decries_antigay_murders_in_Iraq_.html
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Polis discussed what he called "egregious" human right violations with U.S. and Iraqi officials during his trip last week 
following reports that a half-dozen gay man were murdered in the capital in the pat month as punishment for their sexual 
preferences. 

ñThe United States should not tolerate human rights violations of any kind, especially by a government that Americans 
spend billions of taxpayer dollars each year supporting,ò said Polis, who is gay, in a statement. ñHopefully my trip and letters to 
US and Iraqi officials will help bring international attention and investigation to this terrible situation and bring an end to any such 
offenses." 

Homosexuality is illegal in Iraq and some clerics have suggested violators be hunted down and killed. 

Report Urges Updating Of Nuclear Weapons Policy (WP) 

By Walter Pincus 
Washington Post, April 14, 2009 
Talk of efforts to control nuclear arms typically focuses on sheer numbers of warheads and their explosive power. 
But with President Obama and his Russian counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, putting nuclear arms control back on the 

Washington-Moscow agenda, a new study looks beyond simple comparison of numbers and types of weapons to the more 
harrowing question of just what those weapons are targeted to strike. 

During the Cold War, they were aimed at Russia's hardened silos, bomber bases and military installations. Later, similar 
sites in China were added. Now, potential nuclear facilities of other regional countries are on the list, as well as chemical and 
biological weapons facilities. 

"From Counterforce to Minimal Deterrence," a 57-page report released last week by two arms-control advocacy groups, 
takes a close look at "strike options," giving their view of the role nuclear intercontinental ballistic missiles and strategic bombs 
play in today's post-Cold War world. 

Instead of just comparing numbers among the nuclear powers, the authors representing the Federation of American 
Scientists and Natural Resources Defense Council focus on what the United States is targeting and whether this approach 
should change. 

The study points out the obvious -- that "nuclear weapons are horrific things and nuclear war would be an unimaginable 
disaster." But it says current Pentagon plans for using strategic nuclear weapons include "individual strike options that probably 
range from using just a few weapons to using more than 1,000." 

The authors also note that political and military leaders argue "that nuclear weapons are not really intended to be used, but 
are meant only to deter, and therefore detailed war plans and alert forces increase the credibility of the deterrent and make an 
attack less likely." 

The starting point for such discussions must be the current U.S. strategic nuclear stockpile, which stands at about 5,200 
warheads. About 2,200 of those are deployed on 450 Minuteman III land-based ICBMs, on ICBMs carried by 14 Trident 
submarines and on the hundreds of strategic bombs allocated to B-52 bombers. The remaining 3,000 are in storage or are 
awaiting dismantling. 

The main purpose of maintaining our thousands of nuclear weapons during the Cold War was deterrence. According to the 
study, that meant two things: The first was preventing a Soviet conventional strike on Western Europe, Japan or South Korea. 
The second was making it clear to Moscow that if it launched a first strike against the United States, enough U.S. weapons would 
survive to deliver a devastating nuclear counterstrike on the Russian homeland. 

Because both sides thought they could be subject to a first strike, they placed their nuclear forces on hair-trigger alert. The 
study points out, however, that 18 years after the Soviet Union dissolved, "the practice of keeping U.S. and Russian nuclear 
forces on alert continues today, albeit at lower numbers than during the Cold War." 

The lack of a Cold War-level threat made no difference, the authors wrote, because under the guidance of Presidents Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush, the United States insisted that nuclear weapons could legitimately be used against chemical or 
biological weapons "anywhere in the world, even against non-nuclear nations." This approach "significantly broadened the 
geographical reach and number of potential scenarios for U.S. nuclear strike options," they add. 

It was in March 2003 that Adm. James O. Ellis Jr., chief of U.S. Strategic Command, told Congress that the nation's nuclear 
war plan was changing "to a family of plans applicable in a wider range of scenarios." The result in February 2008 was 
Operations Plan 8010, which the authors said included strike options against the combat and support equipment of six potential 
adversaries. The listed targets were in Russia, China, North Korea, Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/13/AR2009041302566.html
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As the authors note, although these appear to be military targets rather than population centers, many are within or near 
major cities. "When the weapon is a nuclear bomb [or warhead] with a force of several hundred thousand tons of TNT . . . the 
surrounding population is killed just as certainly as if it were the primary target," they say. 

The study's main purpose is to propose a new nuclear doctrine for the United States, one it defines as "minimal 
deterrence." Under that doctrine, the nation would retain enough nuclear weaponry "to deter nuclear use in the first place." The 
study creates a new category called "infrastructure targeting," under which attacks would focus on "electrical, oil and energy 
nodes" that support war industries. "A minimal nuclear deterrence policy with infrastructure targeting does not require nuclear 
forces to be on alert or even to react quickly," according to the study. 

The authors propose keeping weapons in the current stockpile but lowering their yields -- to a degree. The weapons, the 
report said, should remain devastating enough to deter any nation from striking the United States or any of its allies. 

"Huge fatalities will occur in any nuclear attack," the authors say, but they add that their approach would result in fewer 
deaths "than would occur with today's targeting choices." 

From 20,000 Nukes To Zero  (USAT) 

USA Today, April 14, 2009 
Zero is a distant dream, but thereôs room, reason to trim arsenals now. 
President Obama's pledge last week to work toward the eradication of nuclear weapons is a seductive idea. The U.S. and 

Russian arsenals ð together about 96% of the more than 20,000 nuclear weapons in existence ð could destroy both countries 
and the rest of the world many times over. They pose a constant threat of misuse, they're a lure for terrorists, and they're a goad 
to countries such as Iran, North Korea and other would-be nuclear nations to develop their own stockpiles. The sheer number is 
just absurd. A few hundred would achieve as much. 

That said, we're relieved that the president conceded during his speech in Prague that zero probably won't happen in his 
lifetime. For all the terrible threats nuclear weapons pose, their singular virtue is that since World War II, they've helped prevent a 
third world war ð at times just barely. The one "pro" on the list of nuclear pros and cons is that assured annihilation makes even 
the most aggressive warrior culture think twice. 

As desirable as zero sounds, the difficulties of getting there are nowhere clearer, ironically, than in the thoughtful scenario 
composed by the group Global Zero, whose bipartisan array of veteran leaders believes it could happen in 20 to 25 years ... if 
Russia and the U.S. developed a verification system ironclad enough to convince both it was safe to give up their weapons; if 
declared and non-declared nuclear powers Britain, France, China, Israel, India and Pakistan agreed to give up their weapons, 
too; and if rogues such as Iran and North Korea could bepressured to abandon nuclear ambitions. 

As unlikely as this sounds, though, a major part of what it would take to go to zero is quite achievable and eminently 
worthwhile. Obama took an important step in that direction when he and Russian leader Dmitry Medvedev agreed to negotiate a 
continuation of the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, which expires in December. Both nations agreed to seek cuts below 
the 2012 level of 1,700 to 2,200 deployed weapons called for in a 2002 agreement. That doesn't count a larger number not 
deployed. 

Aside from the obvious reasons for whittling down the world's biggest nuclear arsenals, the two nations need each other's 
help. Russia, less adept than the U.S. at refreshing its weapons, risks falling behind numerically if it can't negotiate a reduction. 
Obama needs Russia's help to contain Iran and North Korea. Both would benefit from cost savings and reduced risk of a weapon 
falling into terrorist hands. There's a mutually beneficial deal to be done. 

Momentum toward smaller stockpiles would leave both nations with plenty of weapons to deter any aggressor, but it would 
blunt complaints of nuclear aspirants that the great powers aren't living up to the deal they struck in the 1967 Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty ð that countries without weapons would forgo them if countries that had them would work to eliminate them. 

The world might evolve to the point where nuclear deterrents are no longer necessary. Meanwhile, it makes sense to 
maintain a reasonable deterrent while simultaneously working to make it as small as possible ð and doing everything possible to 
pressure nations without weapons not to acquire them. 

Zero might not be a realistic goal today, but getting as close as prudently possible makes all the sense in the world. 

Legal Left Cools Toward Obama (POL) 

By Josh Gerstein 
The Politico, April 14, 2009 
Itôs not just Paul Krugman anymore. 


